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TEXTS

August |8

Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29 and Psalm 82
Hebrews | [:129-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

What links the texts this week?

Though God is indeed a God of peace, They also do not shy away from welcoming the loss and chaos
necessary to bring it forth from soils of destruction. In the midst of eras so filled with evil and injustice,
God consistently confronts us with realities we'd often rather not face. If what we want is a restored life
together, we must face the fact that there must first be some breaking down, some clearing of the land,
some digging up and tearing apart. God guides us through that process when we welcome it, leading us

in love, with comfort, and for the sake of collective well-being. But when we refuse to recognize our own
need for collective refining, we only increase the challenges and pain before us. Jesus calls us, with urgency
and fervor, to recognize what kind of “present time” we live in and to faithfully pursue God's leading in the
midst, facing all that divides us with courage and prayer.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship

Like a blazing fire,
may the Holy One bring renewal.

May we partner with everything that kindles justice.
Let the Spirit turn embers of love into a holy blaze.
May courage burn in the hearts of the faithful.

Even through terrains of grief,
and lands of despair;
God calls us to us:

Do not be afraid.

What must die will come alive again,
bearing fruits of peace

and harvests that nourish.

May the Spirit of this Holy Baptism, Come. @ 20 Gun N
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Opening Prayer

Holy One, through Christ, you have taught us to chase after love. May we not be discouraged by the obstacles
we face like walls that barricade, unjust laws that harm, and unspoken barriers that threaten. Make us steadfast,
O God, in our pursuit of all that is good - for our friends and neighbors, strangers and enemies. Amen.

Invitation to offering

The Holy One never leaves us figure out these lives of ours alone.We need each other. And we depend on
the guidance of the Spirit to navigate the inevitable complexities and struggles of this shared life together. In
gratitude for a God who meets us in the midst, let us bring our gifts and offerings of thanks.

Prayer of dedication

Christ, who births in us new life, we give you thanks. By your love, we have been transformed! We have tasted
anew the possibilities of life and received your grace that restores. Bless our offerings of gratitude and make us
brave in our discipleship, trusting in the Way only you can lead us. Amen.

Benediction

The Spirit of the Living God has gathered among us in this place

and makes promises to those who seek to follow Christ.

Whatever strife we encounter because of love,

whatever consequences flow from acts of solidarity,

we have nothing to fear

The Sacred One will always be close.

May peace and courage walk with us until we gather once again. Amen.

&-nfleshed

SERMON PREP
Luke 12:49-56

Questions:

What is one matter that goes unaddressed in your given or chosen family because it would inevitably create
significant division?

* How do you discern when to push or pull-back from conversations that divide?
*  What is one example of misplaced blame in the church or society when it comes to division? Where do
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you see manifestations of God being blamed for what is actually the fault of systems of hatred?
Application

* Cosmic - What a text! Jesus’ words and visuals are striking. Convicting. Compelling. How much more so, for
us, who do not have to even wait until the clouds rise in the west to know it will rain, or to see the south wind
blowing to know it will be hot!

“You hypocrites! You know how to interpret global relations, you know how to tell if you're likely to die from a
heart attack or from diabetes.You know how to predict your economic futures individually and collectively.You
can interpret the wellness of the earth in the coming decades and its impact on all life! But why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?”

Our ancestors could never have dreamed of all the information we would have at our fingertips, of all we can
predict and interpret today. And still, are we any better at interpreting what's immediately before us! Our own
“present time?”’

Our religious and spiritual senses may be some of the least tended to in our culture. Are we proficient in reading
what spiritual matters are before us? What's within us! What's going on around us - individually and collectively?

Though many doctrines have long asserted a God who is static, unchanging, unaffected by creation, never needing
us to discern anew, Jesus - who is the very manifestation of one way in which God changes - challenges us to be

in constant discernment... about who we are, what our faith calls us to, how we should take action, what needs to
change, what needs to remain steady... all based not on a set of unchanging rules, but based on a set of values we
live in response to “‘the present times.”

God calls us to different things in different “times.” God manifests differently in different “times.”We have different
needs in different “times.” And so it's important that we are learning how to interpret “the present time.”

To do this, requires much of the same tools used in other fields, but applied to our spiritual lives. It requires our
paying attention. Our seeking. Our curiosity. Our looking for things lost. Our bringing to light what has been
hidden. Our telling the truth. Our listening to new voices or long-ignored voices. Our caring for each other. Our
remembering history and dreaming futures.

This is how we gather the information necessary for “interpreting the present time.”

Jesus, clearly frustrated with the people in this moment, seems to be exasperated with increased resistance to his
message. He might as well be saying, “why don't you all get it. It's right in front of you!”

We cannot tend to one part of our life together and hope that it will bring us the restoration we long for.
We need science.

We need just-law.

But/and.

Those alone will not mend the “present time.”

A recent report showed that hate crimes against LGBTQ people have only gone up in the last 10 years.

The Airforce is requiring a “stand down" for a day in response to the escalating suicidal ideation.
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All alongside the opioid epidemic, white men with guns doing incredible damage, the earth’s pain and our
future in peril.

These are all deeply spiritual matters. If we are not tending to them, interpreting them, through our lens of
faith, we will always only be doing patchwork, putting a band-aid over gaping wounds.

We must be interpreting with our spiritual senses.

Gun laws are important, but if we believe they are the solution to the deeply spiritual problems of power, of
white supremacy, of toxic masculinity, of all the forces of evil convincing white men that their pain demands
retaliation against the innocent, we are kidding ourselves. We are missing what's immediately before us.

Hypocrites - all who of us who refuse to name the nationalist, racist, and sexist roots of mass violence in our
country, even as we know that any other demographic with so much blood on its hands would be kicked out,
banished, made criminal, and physically attacked.

We know better than to believe laws alone will solve our problems, and still we struggle to speak honestly
about what is before us and to address it in our own hearts, own homes, own theologies.

Because indeed, it causes significant division.

Native scholar, Dr. Gregory Cajete, shares wisdom:““In Indigenous ways of knowing, we understand a thing only
when we understand it with all four aspects of our being: mind, body, emotion and spirit.”

Are we interpreting the present time with our spirits! With our emotions? With our bodies! Or just with our
minds and words?

God is already here. God is already extending Their hand. God is already eager to rise up from within. God is
maybe even standing before us with the impatience of Jesus, furious at us who call ourselves disciples while
acting as if we do not have the tools we need to dig deeper and see what is before us:

A world in spiritual need of tending. To spirits of domination. And white supremacy. And toxic masculinity. And
all the ways so few of us are well.

The same old struggles, born anew in a constantly changing “present time.”

The answers are both the same and very different then they have always been. As Ecclesiastes has told us,
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a
time to die...”

What season are we in? This is the kind of question that no weather prediction, no medical chart, no google
search can reveal alone. It requires a different set of tools. Ones nourished through prayer and reflection,
through song and meals, through art and service.

The present times ache for God. If we desire to manifest God, we must accept the tools and calling God has
given us to become spiritual interpreters - the ones who show up with what is needed when it is needed -

love or compassion or protest or listening or turning over tables...always ready to change and shift with the
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times.

e Structural - Division is a consequence of an action - it doesn't simply occur. There must be some kind of
change of pattern. A change in power or acquiescence to power. A change in some kind of spoken, unspoken, or
assumed agreement. Division is a response. It's a “no.” It's a pushing back. It's a counter-force.

Jesus, and the prophets before him, help us to recognize patterns of destruction and cycles of harm in the
world. He teaches a faith that disrupts everyday evil. He shows us how - through words and healing and feeding
and serving. He points us to the power we have to make things different. He gives us a taste of love and
belonging, of truth and justice, and helps us believe there's more where that taste came from.

Through him, we stop settling for crumbs of equality - for ourselves or our neighbors - calling instead for full
recognition of the imago dei in all life.

The forces of power - in the church, the government, families, and other institutions - can tolerate a certain level
of participation from many different people, populations, and perspectives. Historically, it's when the tolerated
minorities begin asking, expecting, or demanding more than simply tolerance that power strikes back. When
people push for positive change - forcing others to take a side with either dominance or solidarity - that's when
division and conflict arises.

That moment is critical. Is painful. Is necessary. Without that push, those who would rather not get involved
can continue on with their lives, letting their power uphold systems of harm by simply refusing to redirect it
elsewhere.

Jesus intends to throw a wrench in every smoothly-running system that perpetuates harm against God's
beloveds.

He holds our toes to the fire:The Kindom is near - will you welcome it or work against it's manifestation?
Whatever it takes to break open the conversation, to reveal what is hidden in the ordinary, to get us talking and
acting and moving and wrestling.

In her book, “Saving Jesus,” Rev. Dr. Carter Heyward talks of Jesus as a boundary-breaker, but not for the sake
of disruption alone. Part of what made his boundary-breaking so impactful is that he took the religious laws
seriously. He studied them. He lived by them. And it was his faithfulness to the law, that compelled him to break
them when they contradicted their own intentions - doing harm instead of bringing and protecting life.

Jesus lived faithfully to the word of God - even when that meant disrupting patterns, breaking rules, or
challenging norms and authorities. This leads to division. Always. Because it's a change and change is always
connected to power and to feelings, both. And no group of people will ever be unanimously ready to change
at the same time. But the point, for Jesus, was the faithfulness to love, to neighbor, to bringing justice and ending
harm, regardless of the consequences.

When it comes to our own faithfulness, it will hit a wall if our first priority is avoiding division. In a faith where
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justice is centered, the question is not whether there will be division but when and with whom. Faith in a
living God who is constantly transforming us in love will always, over and over, lead us to recognize new things
about the world and our lives and our relationships that need to change in order to heal or restore.

What is your theology of division - is this present time?

When the marginalized and oppressed call for rights and equality and conflict arises in churches and families,
who and what gets named as the source of that division? The norms and policies in place that do the harm, or
the ones who ask or demand equal treatment?

When God takes on flesh in Jesus with the intention to incite division - not for its own sake - but to hold
complicit toes to fire, does the church condemn him?

What might a healthy welcome of division look like? Is it a means to an end? Is it a necessary evil? Is it an
uncomfortable, counter-intuitive sacred engagement or does it grieve the One who binds our lives together?

What if, more than anything, God is calling the church to get well acquainted with a Christ that divides - that
says “‘no more” to waffling on where we stand with white supremacy or transphobia or poverty? Might this be
the only way through ““the present times” that doesn't sacrifice our neighbors!?

Being ever-mindful of the significant losses faced by those who have personally known the destruction of
wildfires, it may be helpful to reference the positive ecological impact of fire as a form of “resetting the clock.”
“We have become detached from the importance of fire in the landscape,” but also in our collective life and
individual hearts. The fire Jesus brings, one of renewal and restoration, brings about pain too. But the gospel
promises to meet us on the other side new growth, new life, new possibilities - life anew from death and
destruction.

* Personal/Interpersonal - Right down the middle of the family tree - that's where Jesus says the division
that he brings will strike. Into the heart of our relationships, our lineages, our sources of economic security..all
the things we may desire to protect the most. There's so much potential for significant, life-changing loss when
division comes to our families. Sometimes it's the only place we feel like we have to retreat to in a world that
feels tiresome. For others, our bonds may feel like the most important piece of our lives - more meaningful
than anything else. And for others still, there may be so much complexity and challenge already present that
any additional division just feels impossible to manage. For many different reasons, the last thing many people
want is to turn “parent against child and child against parent.”

And vet...discipleship will inevitably lead us to the difficult conversations and actions that lead to division. There
are times that love simply demands it.

For many people, the church has not been particularly helpful in managing the dynamics of family division.
Because narrow “family values” and the church have been so tied together in modern Christianity, the primary
message of the church in response to family conflicts has long been over simplified. VWomen should put up
with abusive husband'’s behaviors. Children should obey their parents. Divorce should never occur. No room
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for complexity or power analysis or destructive patterns. Of course, many churches have evolved in principal
past these teachings, but the messages to replace them are sparse.

We live in a time where more and more queer and trans people are coming to recognize and claim their own
belovedness - or at the very least, their right to survive - even as young folks. This is one painful but powerful
example of the ways in which Christ brings division into the family. Through Christ, we learn to love the parts
of ourselves the world hates. And we learn to proclaim that love. And to stay faithful to it, even in the midst
of significant loss and consequences.Whether experienced through Christianity or completely outside of it

or, perhaps most often, despite it, this is an experience many queer people know all too well. To choose to
interrupt all the systems and norms and silence around queer sexual orientations or gender identities and live
faithfully to God's love for us - will result in division, often in our families. When some or all members of the
family are not affirming, inevitably mothers are pitted against fathers, siblings against parents, children against
grandchildren, etc. It is difficult to manage these conflicts, to say the least, but the answer is sure not retreating
on love. More often than not, it's leaning into the division, as messy as it is, and hoping and working for a way to
bring everyone along with time, while not sacrificing the life of the queer beloved.

There are so many other examples of love that leads us to division among those we are closest to. Unveiling
histories of sexual abuse, long covered by silence or shame in a family. Addressing patterns of addiction.
Challenging misogyny before it's passed on to the next generation. Discussing social issues and their political
solutions.

These are spiritual matters and require spiritual tools like discernment, patience, boundaries, and conviction.
There's no one way to navigate them and there’s no single answer that works across families or across causes
of the division. But we could sure benefit from churches and sermons and communities holding space for the
complexities, giving us faithful examples of following love, even when it may divide the very unit our culture
prizes most.

Especially, perhaps, for white families - there is an urgent need in white majority churches to spend the time
necessary for spiritually reflecting on the importance of and the how-to discuss white supremacy with family.
This is holy work - learning and unlearning together. But it can also be explosive. And we need each other,
support and listening and challenge, in order to keep at it.

Many people have probably never heard from a pulpit the simple fact that following love - even when division
is the outcome - is faithful. For so long a conflict-free (on the surface) family has been the epitome of Christian

idealism, contributing to the perpetuation of sexism, racism, queerphobia, and so much more.

With sensitivity to the complexities, and fierce commitment to the gospel, it's time that changes in the church.

-nfleshed
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Words for inspiration:

“Washing one's hands of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless means to side with the
powerful, not to be neutral.”
- Paulo Freire

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

What does it mean to misgender a transgender person?
‘Thoughts and Prayers’ Aren't Enough, America’s First Gun Violence Minister Says.
We Have a Gun Problem, and We Have a White Supremacist Terrorism Problem

Ways to help the victims, community after Gilroy Garlic Festival shooting
Dozens of ICE Detainees Were Pe '

What will art look like in 20 years?

[enfleshed doesn't necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to enfleshed is included somewhere on your worship materials anytime enfleshed

liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] must be included in the
attribution. Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions or permissions.
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