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TEXTS

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

| Corinthians |3:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

What links the texts this week?

There are times when our individual or collective understanding of God and of love becomes so narrow
that we can no longer recognize the in-groups we have formed. From the gospel text where Jesus
reminds the Israelites they cannot assume the liberation of God is meant for them alone, to the prophet
in Jeremiah being called to speak up, we depend on the brave souls of others to break through our
narrow views. There are days and times this work of prophecy belongs to us and in other times we are
the ones who need to be listening. But in all cases, we are regularly in need of being reminded that love, in
its deepest and most expansive sense, must be the foundation of our life together. For God is with us as
we confront wickedness and God will uphold us when our confronted by our own wickedness. This, all for
the sake of love that will lead us to collective flourishing in the life of God.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of liturgy)

Call to worship

Let us open our hearts to the Presence of Love

Without Love, our words are but noise and our actions are empty
When we stray from Love, we stray from God

When we turn towards Love, our lives are rich with meaning
So let us seek Love in all we do

Love that protects

Love that sets free

Love that is tender

Love that challenges

Love that encourages

Thanks be to God, who is Love everlasting

Opening Prayer

Divine One, you have shown us how to live a life committed to Love. In Jesus, we learned that Love flourishes
when we choose each other over power, when we choose justice over security, and when we choose
compassion over judgment. We long to build communities rich in Love that center the needs of those most
marginalized. We desire to uplift one another and tear down that which destroys any of our neighbors. And yet,
we struggle.We are often afraid. We sometimes feel powerless. We face giant obstacles. Give us courage, O
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God, and guide us in your Wisdom. For you have promised your people deliverance. Amen.
Invitation to offering

One way we practice Love is by sharing all that we have with one another.Wherever there are needs among
us, Love calls us to be generous.Wherever we do not have enough, Love enables us to receive. In commitment
to each other, to this Sacred space, and to the community around us, let us bring our offerings to God.

Prayer of dedication

Gracious One, though we often stray from Love, you do not give up on us.You send us prophets to awaken
us to the ways we harm one another. By your grace, we are transformed. In gratitude for those who call us to
Love more deeply, more broadly, and with more commitment, receive our offerings. Amen.

Benediction

Friends, let us go from here in relentless pursuit of Love.
We will not always get it right.

We will need each other to help us grow.

We will have to be brave.

But in this we trust,

all the while, God is with us.

Amen.

&-nfleshed

SERMON PREP

Text: Jeremiah [:4-10
Questions:

* Like Jeremiah worrying about his age or experience, what is one thing you fear limits your ability to live out
your calling?

* What leads to you taking someone’s voice seriously when you disagree with them? Do they need to be a
certain age! Have the same degree? Come from the same background? Once you know your answers, do
they align with your values?

* Who are the ones calling the people of God back to themselves today and can you imagine them as afraid
as Jeremiah was! It's easy to forget that many prophets would prefer not to have to do what they are doing
- why does that matter?
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Application

Cosmo - While many have interpreted the womb in this passage as the womb of Jeremiah's parent, others like
Angela Bauer-Levesque have said that is mere assumption based on the comfort and norms of the interpreter.
Like many other places in scripture, metaphors for God transcend patriarchal expectations and in this case, we
may choose to understand the womb as God's own. This invites a beautiful sermon possibility for focusing on
what it means for us to be birthed from the womb of God. Knowing what we do, albeit limited and still unfolding,
about the relationship between bodies through the birthing process, there's a lot of powerful imagery to explore.
Before birth, we are nourished by the very body of God that takes on flesh not only in our parents but all that
has sustained life and the very existence of humanity. Before we were even born, we exist only because of God's
nourishment. After birth, babies carry a part of their parent in their bodies and the parent's own flesh is affected
by the baby's cells for decades.When we understand the body and womb of God to be inseparable from the
world around us, this opens a lot of doors for beautiful understanding of the ways we are so deeply entangled
with one another and with the Sacred. God indeed continues to live in us and us in God and us all in each other.
We are shaped by one another's body and being and we are born from the very flesh of God. The text goes on
to suggest that from God's womb, even there, there are things gifted to us, particular about us, futures that will
unfold from the uniqueness of our lives.We can ask ourselves what it is that makes us “us” and why that matters
to the work of God in the world today. VWhat does it equip us for and how does paying attention to uniqueness
and particularities and differences and gifts for the purpose of finding our place among the whole community

of God striving to live out justice and love and freedom different from focusing on those differences for the
advancement of the status quo or individual gains?

* Structural - Nobody likes a prophet and Jeremiah knew that. His people were heading towards destruction,
they had lost their way in relationship to the God who liberates, the God who centers the needs of the people,
and they were pursuing frivolous things while destruction loomed from foreign powers.Who in their right mind
would be so bold to, as "‘a young boy," speak in the midst of a chaotic time about how the people of God had
lost their way and priorities! He would be rejected. He would be marginalized. His priestly kin would attempt to
silence and kill him. And having a sense of these things, he says to God, “Truly, | do not know how to speak, for |
am only a boy!” God was asking a lot. And surely, Jeremiah could hear the voices in the community and the priests
with power laughing or scorning him for daring to assert he could have a clue what he is talking about.“You're
only a boy!” He couldn’t possibly understand the choices they were making, how religious life is “supposed” to

be led, why their priorities are what they are, or other complex adult nuances. Being a prophet, one who speaks
of the impact to come from the actions taking place today, who sees clearly the unfolding ahead, who stays in
tune with the ways of God when others get distracted, is tough, dangerous, thankless and salvific work. Only in
hindsight, often generations later, do people appreciate a prophet. This text is ripe with possibilities for preaching
to us today. So much of what is associated with Christianity today is rooted, not in dismantling the destructive
systems around us and building alternative communities, but in sustaining a tradition, a set of ideas, and a complex
web of structures. (Read on to chapter 2 and hear God asking “why have you turned to seeking worthless
things?) And like the people Jeremiah was called to speak, there are many parts of the church that refuse to see
the suffering and destruction present and to-come that flow from a wayward faith. The text invites us to ask
ourselves what phrases, cultural norms, or arrogances keep us from taking seriously the prophets among us. Is the
church saying to young folks,“you are only a child” and not taking seriously their critiques of the current state of
religion? Is the church saying,“you are only xyz" to convince itself the cries of white supremacy among mainline
denominations need not be taken seriously, or the patriarchy, or the queer exclusion, or the capitalism, or the
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clinging to doctrine or traditions...

What must we be careful to pay attention to as many churches face decline and loss? One can imagine
completely reasonable arguments made by priestly folks as to why they wouldn't listen to Jeremiah.VWhat
“reasonable” arguments might we make that shut down the very voices that could save us! Whose wisdom
guides us through this period of transition? Who do we turn to and if we listen to the story of the Israelites
and we pay attention to all the many prophets that have been silenced over time? What lessons can we gain
from this story?

* Personal/Interpersonal - How many people struggle to believe they are powerful, capable, and necessary?
For all of us, this passage invites us to remember: God has known us since before we were born, longer than
we have consciously known ourselves. Our strengths, our weaknesses, our place in the middle of systemic
realities and cultural norms. God knows all this and still, promises, we have everything we need inside of us
to follow the calls God has placed on our lives. This is no guarantee there will not be losses or barriers or
attempts to destroy, but it is the assurance that we are made for the work God created us to do.We are not
all called to the same tasks or roles but we are all called to use our gifts and insights and capabilities for the
flourishing of our communities and our neighbors and the world at large. What are the barriers that keep us
from believing we are not capable of doing that - capable in terms of what we have within us or that might
be held against us! What has God given us that offers a rebuttal - to the voices within or to the prejudices
around?! We are crafted from the very womb of God. Formed by the forces of Love and Creation and
Wonder and Passion.We are capable of so much more than we can imagine and this text is a call to rise up,
to face that which terrifies us, and to live out the challenging but salvific work God has called us to. While we
each have our place in the whole of things, we have also witnessed what happens when people are left to
be prophets or fulfill other challenging tasks in isolation.We are meant to support one another, finding God's
power within us by connecting with others bringing their own skills and calling to the work of God. This is
important not only because it's true but because systems of destruction depend on us believing otherwise.
Patriarchy has been surviving for ages by breaking the spirits of people for centuries. White supremacy,
queer and transphobia, poverty caused by capitalism...they all come with their own destructive messages. VWe
internalize them, pass them down in our families, reinforce them in our institutions, and without the salvific
work of God that helps us undo these messages together, we only perpetuate everything that keeps us
from transforming our communities into the dreams of God.What more might we be capable of if we were
determined to support each other in freeing ourselves from believing we are not powerful?
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Words for inspiration:

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate, our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us.We ask ourselves, who am | to be brilliant, gorgeous,
talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God.Your playing small doesn't serve
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the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. It's
not just in some of us;it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”

- Marianne Williamson

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

In Newly Found Audio, A Forgotten Civil Rights | eader Says Coming Out ‘Was An Absolute Necessity

How the day unfolded: Inside the courtroom for former Chica olice Officer Jason Van Duke's sentencin

Black Muslims account for a fifth of al US. Muslims, and about half are converts to Islam
We wil not be silenced: A march takes on new meaning in the age of Trump

Amid Snow And Controversy, Demonstrators Take To The Streets For 3rd Women's March
Mary Oliver, Acclaimed Lesbian Poet, Dies at 83

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription
and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to enfleshed is included somewhere on your worship materials anytime enfleshed

liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] must be included in the attribution.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions or permissions.
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