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TEXTS

July 25,2021

2 Samuel | I:1-15 and Psalm 14

2 Kings 4:42-44 and Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21

John 6:1-21

What links the texts this week?

The emphasis on this week’s texts rests on God'’s abundant care: The people will be fed, and there will be
plenty. The ones who do evil will be revealed as fools. God's love surpasses knowledge, expands beyond
comprehension, and “is able to accomplish abbundantly far more than we can ask or imagine.” The story
of David, an illustrative departure from leaning into God's abundance - an example of the powerful's de-
structive choices, with consequences falling burdensomely upon others.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship

Let us muse over the faithfulness of God,
Bask in Their companionship,
Meditate upon Their sincerity.

Let's wax poetic about the nearness of God,
Ponder where They're close at hand,
Praise Their steadfastness in silence and song.

Our God, constant and kind,

is worthy of our contemplation,
is worthy of our celebration!

Opening Prayer
Holy One, in your faithfulness, regulate us; not through governance, but by steadying our breath to the rhythm

of your sacred invitation. Holy one, in your steadfastness, establish us; not through the way of institutions, but as
roots do, reaching into the nourishment of soil. In your tender and tending name we pray, Amen.

© 2021 enfleshed



E— Ju‘g 25, 2021 L

Invitation to offering

Community means we don't have to have it all, know it all, or be all things to all people. In community, our
complexity can be held. In community, we have the honor of putting each other’s minds at ease. In the spirit of
easing each other's minds and easing each other’s burdens, let us bring our offerings to God.

Prayer of dedication

Spirit of Truth, you remind us that in togetherness our needs are met.Where your kin-dom ethic of solidarity
has been confused with the ways of hierarchy, forgive us.We dedicate this offering to the work of your already
here and yet-to-come kin-dom. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth, in the Spirit of the Near One

who nourishes us and calls us to ourTrue Selves.
Go forth, witnessing divinity in the presence

of people and beings around you.

Go forth, honoring how you embody the holy,
that together our shared lives might create

a poem of purpose and possibility.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Under what circumstances - activism, family, church, government - are you most likely to put another
person on a pedestal to detract from your own power and responsibility?

*  What is one claim in this psalm that would feel particularly challenging for your community to lean in to?

*  What is one way you have you touched, felt, smelled, tasted, or heard God lately?

Application
This week's sermon commentaries are written by Minister Candace Simpson.

Cosmic - Note: This passage contains very gendered masculine language for God. Where
applicable, | have taken the license of removing he/him/his pronouns or using “God” or “the Lord.”
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Feel free, as is your custom and comfort, to read with language that is most organic. However,
given the unique ways patriarchy informs our faith practice, challenge yourself to use more
expansive language for the Divine.

“Let all the people praise thee.
Let All the people praise thee.
Let ALL the people praise Thy Name, forever and forever more!”

The Psalms are powerful. Magical, even. Psalms are used in a variety of ways. In many churches and Vacation Bible
School programs, they're used to help children get comfortable speaking in public. Anyone remember reciting
Psalm 23? They're also used to ground us in hard times. They have highly meditative properties. No matter what
translation you're reading, there's something about the psalms and their power.

As we read Psalm 145, you will find a consistent theme throughout verses |0-18. Totality. All works. All deeds.
The eyes of All. All ways. All doings. All who call. And more. There is no exception, no asterisk, no “except in these
conditions” clause.

In these verses, you will find the word “all” at least |3 times. This is no accident. This Psalm is intentionally written
to amplify the majesty of God. If you leave this passage feeling like God is big, that's the point.

A major weakness in Popular Christian theology is the idea that God is only present when good things are
happening. It's hard for us to see God as present and powerful when we are struggling. But even more, it's easier
for us to believe that God is somehow more present with those who are doing well.

Favor ain't fair, they say.

But this Psalm perforates that myth. Somehow, the Lord is faithful in “all the Lord's words.” Gracious in “all deeds.”
God is “just in all God's ways,” and “kind in all God's doings.”

All? Even through pandemics? And losing loved ones! And jobs enacting the worst kind of “bricks without straw”
productivity measures! And violence? And climate disasters? All? Really?

It's healthy, and quite important, to read this passage with skepticism. If you've ever felt like God has abandoned
you, you might not want to hear scriptures like “even when my mother and father have forsaken me." If you've
ever felt weak or helpless, you probably don't want to hear “they shall run, and not faint!”

Genre always matters. Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney, who was just elevated to the position of The Right Rev. Sam B. Hulsey
Professor of Hebrew Bible at Brite Divinity School, reflected on the necessity of discerning genres while reading
the Bible:

There's a certain willfulness around the way people construct the authority of the Bible, that if you don't
believe it in a certain way, then you can't believe any of it and therefore it falls apart. So much of that is illogical
because, outside of making those kind of assertions, most people know perfectly well that puns, parables,

and poetry are not literal forms. That doesn't require any background into ancient Near Eastern comparative
Iiterature; people know that.

Dr. Gafney would later go on to point out how even a sermon might contain multiple genres.You can find a joke, a
greeting, a fact, a news bite, an inspirational nugget and more, all in a few moments! With this in mind, perhaps we
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might read Psalm 145 as less “descriptive” and more aspirational. Perhaps the psalmist is desperately trying to
design a God who can be all of these things.

A God who s faithful matters when you feel God is blessing everyone but you. A God who “satisfies the desire
of every living thing"” matters when you see desperation and scarcity in your community. A God who “is near”
matters when you feel so distant from divinity. This passage might be descriptive of glimpses that the psalmist
may have felt over time.

It might also be an affirmation, recited into the mirror. Sometimes we have to believe things that do not yet
exist. Or as Solange said,“l saw things | imagined."What does the God of your imagination look like? How
might you characterize God?

Structural -

“He is Lord, He is Lord.
He has risen from the dead, and he is Lord.

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess,
That Jesus Christ is Lord.”

-"He is Lord” hymn.

How do we make room for the diversity of spiritual and religious traditions when we see words like “all?”
How do we sound, as Christians, when we use words like “all?” How does the phrase “all your works shall give
thanks to you" resonate for the person who does not believe in God? In what ways do we violate the spiritual
consent of our fellow human in an attempt to “win souls for the Kin-dom?"

Passages like these are often used to further Christian supremacist agenda. VWe use these scriptures to say that
everyone should believe in God. And if you believe in God, you have to believe this way. After all, all means all.

But elsewhere, the Psalms are clear that the point of focusing on God is to expose the inadequacies of human
beings. It might not always be a direct praise of God, as much as it is an indirect subliminal zing to the powers
that be.

Psalm 48:4-8 details a collective of kings who are quite “shook” by the power of God.

4 Then the kings assembled,
they came on together.
5 As soon as they saw it, they were astounded:
they were in panic, they took to flight;
6 trembling took hold of them there,
pains as of a [person] in labor,
/ as when an east wind shatters
the ships of larshish.
8 As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts,
in the city of our God,
which God establishes forever.
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Throughout the Bible, the character of “King” is used as a plot device to expose God's incredible power and
humanity's insufficient power. There are, of course, some examples in the bible of powerful and wise kings. But
there are more examples of politically powerful and morally weak kings, like King Herod, King Nebuchadnezzar,
and Pontius Pilate.

Too often, we elevate and amplify mere mortals to the office of God. Even when we are trying to do the noble
thing by “stanning” a politician who we believe has good politics. We often elevate people beyond any human
expectation, and place them on pedestals. Isaiah would later say,“Turn away from mortals, who have only breath
in their nostrils, for of what account are they?"(Isaiah 2:22). Or, as the Combahee River Collective would say,“We
reject pedestals, queenhood, and walking ten paces behind. To be recognized as human, levelly human, is enough.”

In the days after the 2016 election, Alice Walker wrote these words:

“Understand how politicians you vote for understand your history better than you do; which helps them
manipulate your generations. It is our ignorance that keeps us hoping somebody we elect will do all the work
while we drive off to the mall. Forget this behavior as if it were a dream. It was. In some way, many of us will
find, perhaps to our astonishment, that we have not really lived until this moment.”

It cannot be that we outsource all that needs to be done to some external governing body.We cannot vote and
“drive off to the mall,” and we cannot “pray without works.” It is equally our responsibility to seek a God who is
worthy to be praised, and to do the work that we ask God to do on our behalf.We can praise God while also
working to build the world that God desires for us.

So what do we do with this call for “all your works™ giving thanks to God? Especially when we know that not
everyone in our world, and in our community, is Christian? (Thank God for that!) One way we can view this

call for“all" to give God thanks is to honor the part of our humanity that is at the core of all religious traditions.
Each tradition finds some way to manage life cycle milestones like birth, weddings, death, and other experiences.
Perhaps you may not be breaking bread with someone who says grace like you do, but can you take a moment
to be grateful for the laborers and farm workers who made your meal possible? Is that not also sacred? Does

it take anything away from your experience as a Christian to seek common humanity? Of course, sometimes as
Christians we want to bathe other people in our own proverbial baptismal pools. Sometimes we colonize other
traditions and call it ours. But seeking shared humanity is a core feature of this psalm.

(Inter)personal - “And I'd like to know it's there
The feeling that we have

When you know that you can come

Running to me

Whenever times are bad

Don't lose the feeling that we have”

The Feeling That We Have, written by Charlie Smalls and performed by Theresa Merritt, The Wiz.

Something home-y emerges from this Psalm. In the film The Wiz, Auntie Em (played by Theresa Merritt)
vulnerably expresses the heart of what this Psalm attempts.When we are in community with each other, we
can be delicate and unsure together. We don't have to have all the answers.We can just exist, without pretense.
Family, at its best, is the place where you can remember you are a human being. Whether through your family of
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origin or your family of choice, we all deserve to have rich and meaningful experiences.

Take a look at all the sensory experiences in verses 14-18.

The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.

Who holds you when you fall? Who raises you when you are disheartened?

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.

Who nourishes you, with spiritual and physical food? Who do you look to for a good meal? For a good
bit of advice!?

You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.

Who in your life has a soft spot for animals and plants! Know anyone who just can't let a plant stay in
the plant shop?

The Lord is just in all The Lord's Ways, and kind in all The Lord's doings.

s there a friend you trust when you need to know if you're being fair? Someone who can tell you “now,
you know you're out of order. | love you anyway.”

The Lord is near to all who call, to all who call in truth.

Is there someone you can call with your most vulnerable truth!? Someone who wouldn't mind picking
up the phone at 2 am and driving to meet you in your time of need?

Perhaps you have not encountered God in this way. Perhaps Christianity has left a sour taste in your mouth. Or
perhaps violent institutions have ruined the possibility of seeing God as anything other than a bully in the sky.
This is all valid. Trust your senses.

If you cannot find divinity in God or church, can you find it where you are? In life-sustaining friendships? In
neighbors? In the sounds of children playing? In old family photos and stories about “before we came here?”

As an exercise, go back into these verses and see if there are faces and names that emerge for you. Rather
than imagining these very fleshy and embodied verbs happening through only God, can you imagine the people
in your community who do this for you?

Or perhaps you are the person embodying these verbs. Maybe you are the person who “satisfies the desire of
every living thing." How did you learn to do so? Who taught you? Was there someone who initiated you into

the world of plant-care? What videos did you watch?

We can make these texts more intimate by creatively reading.We are not God, but we can try to live into our
highest selves by following the model of a loving, compassionate, present, caring God.

“My imagination makes me human and makes me a fool; it gives me all the world and exiles me from it.”

Words for inspiration:

- Ursula K. Le Guin
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

As protests grow, the PA turns its repression on Palestinian journalists
Lucile Scott: Mysticism and Resistance

Cubans protest against food shortages and rising prices
Miami building collapse: Inside the recovery operation clearing the ruins

[enfleshed doesn't necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and educator. She is
a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological Seminary. She is an associate
minister at Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister
Simpson is especially drawn to Christian education as a political education tool
for Black liberation. It is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that
can happen right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world. ”

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/her) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and poet
who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her partner,
their cat, and a forest full of salamanders. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly
holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary. She
was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the

United Church of Christ. Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels,
cooking with what's on hand, and porch-sits with beloveds are a few of her

favorite things.
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Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscrip-
tion and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be includ-
ed in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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