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TEXTS

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

| Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

What links the texts this week?
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On this first Sunday of Advent, the scriptures draw our attention to the redemption of God.The promises

of God - that love and justice shall prevail, that life will flourish, that evil will not thrive forever - are our

sources of hope.We are given four different stories and different voices and different contexts each

speaking of the hope of God's ultimate dreams for us. Though the beginnings and endings of our stories

and the stories of God are more like a spiral than a single narrative, they draw us back to the truths

that have sustained those struggling against evil under the most oppressive realities. In the midst of our

own struggles and impossible realities, we take hope in the reminder of those who have gone before us,

trusting that destruction wouldn't have the last word, leading revolutions in big and small ways that led

to the impossible becoming possible. As we begin the Chrisitan year once again, we find ourselves facing

honestly the signs of destruction before us while also holding tight to the promises of God with us.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship

Let us prepare, for God is drawing close.

The light of the world will dwell among us.

Let us keep watch! For we know not the day nor the hour.
In ways and places unexpected, Christ appears.
Let our hearts not be weighed down.

Even in the hardest hours,

when nations rage against nation,

and all of heaven and earth trembles,

let us raise our heads and proclaim,

the Kindom of God is near!

Opening Prayer

God, we long for you. In the midst of troubled times, we yearn for a glimpse of your redemption at work. In
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this season of waiting, do not let us grow so weary that we turn from you, from each other, or from the desires
of our heart. Steady us. Help us remain present to the joy and ache around us,, ever open to the possibilities of
your presence among us. Amen.

Invitation to offering

God draws near to the world in and through us.When we show up to one another, God is made manifest. In
a spirit of possibility, imagining what kind of redemption we might create together, let us bring our offerings to

God.

Prayer of dedication

Coming One, bless these gifts to the service of your people. Through the offerings of this community, may
hope take on flesh. Wherever we may be in service to you, O God, draw us near. Through Christ who reigns
among us, amen.

Benediction

The Sacred could manifest at any moment.

In the last place you imagine.

At the most unexpected hour.

In the midst of loss.

Or just on the other side of grief.

Let us go with heads raised towards the Holy in expectation.
May the peace of Christ go with you. Amen.

December 2, 2018 ———————

SERMON PREP

Text: Luke 21:25-36
Questions:
* What are your beliefs about the judgment of God? How does it manifest in our lives and world?

* What kind of situation in our world, if we are not paying attention - or if we are paying so much attention
to the news that we get overwhelmed with despair and can't function - might catch us “like a trap?”

* When have you had to first face significant loss in your life before your “redemption was near?"
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© 2018 enfleshed




e December 2, 2018 =——

Application
First Sunday of Advent - Hope

* Cosmic - What kind of God declares that Their Kindom is most near when all signs point towards destruction?
Hardly the kind of God who fears conflict; who turns away from hard things or who wishes for all to simply “get
along” while forces of oppression and destruction carry on. On this Sunday of hope, what does destruction and
conflict have to teach us about who God is and how different They may be than the God of our culture? One
who has found Their way into many of our churches...

Much of the world's worst conflict and periods of loss come to bear in transitional periods - the ending of an
era of power brings out the last effort attempts, sometimes the most gruesome, to do everything it can to keep
things from changing. As people groups collectively rise to claim their power, seek their rights, and expect the
opportunity to flourish, they face violence, threats, and aggression. They are promised peace if they return to the
way things were. People lose lives. Relationships are broken. Oppressive power fights back. But it is in these eras
that hope is most present. When power is still unbalanced, there is little hope in “peace.”

Years ago, Gloria Steinem spoke about the most dangerous time for a woman in an abusive marriage - when she
decides to leave. That's when violence escalates significantly. When she is most vulnerable to a fatal attack. This
reality plays out so clearly in our world, in big-scale ways. And God tells us, these times will come with significant
loss. They can be deadly times, but they are not to weigh our hearts down with ultimate despair. They are ripe
with possibility; they are a result of people refusing to settle for things as they were. The Kindom is near.

When our understanding of God, and God drawing near; is not distant from conflict but found in the midst of it,
what does that mean for us? How does the spirit of accountability in this text encourage us to act? What does
the judgment of God mean for us today, in the here and now, amidst forces of evil attempting one last effort to
keep justice from coming to fruition? How does this text call us to respond to things like white supremacy, sexism,
or meeting asylum seekers at our borders?

* Structural - Remember when jokes about the end of the world were funny? When it felt like such an absurd
concept that the only way of relating to such faith claims taken in the literal sense were via humor? It wasn't that
many Yyears ago, for many people. Try the same jokes that were made 20 years ago with anyone paying attention
to the news today and it's unlikely they'll go over well."“The end” may indeed...be near.

For over a decade now, climate scientists have been communicating the urgency of the situation before us. There’s
no turning things around - the end of the world as it has been is inevitable; questions linger, pending our response
and primarily the response of those with big power; as to how different the new version of the world will be.

All the other “signs of the end,” the gun violence, the nations in war, the rise in blatant white supremacy, they're all

related. We cannot disentangle the varied ways in which evil has been moving us in this direction.VWWho among us,
when we are honest, aren’t “fainting from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world?”
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We cannot truly embrace Advent without embracing why it is we are in such need of God with us. This has
always been true, though some may be feeling it more precisely, more concretely and literally than years past.
The truths that transcend, however, are why Advent always “begins” the Christian year with “the end.” Ending
and beginnings always going together.We cannot face climate change or any other challenge before us by
wishing away the end. There is no “happy ending” where climate change is reversed. What claims then, can we
make about God - about God with us, about possibilities, about being present to God and one another in the
here and now, accountable to our part, soaking up every bit of delight manifesting in the chaos, believing we
can do beautiful and powerful things in the midst of destruction - only once we set aside the fairy tale ending?
Rev. Anna Blaedel wrote recently in Moments for Common Nourishment about our need to turn to courage

instead of hope. On this first Sunday of Advent, how might we respond to the call to courage in this opening
text! As we lean into this season of waiting by “rising up and raising our heads?" If the promise of God is not
preventing “the end,” what promises are made to us in this season and will we have the courage to live them
through the end? God is indeed at work, in ways we cannot know in full until...

* Personal/Interpersonal - There are periods in our lives where we have a sense of knowing something is
drawing to an end before there are any explicit words or actions that confirm it. It may be a relationship with
a significant other, slowly fading in its ability to carry love. It can be a life long-lived but coming to a close. It
can be a career, or a particular job at a beloved place of work, or many other forms of pending loss. And
often, there are signs pointing towards the end that we'd rather not see. This text invites an intimate and
tender move into Advent with a focus on the ways God draws near in times of loss, conflict, and transition.
Encouraging us not to let our hearts “be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness.” In other words,
we are encouraged not to hide from the pain by avoiding the signs or numbing ourselves so as not to have
to act, avoiding the inevitable as long as possible. Instead, God will be found in staying present - to the pain,
to the possibility on the other side, to the realities of what is. When faced with challenging realities, we can
pretend not to see the signs which invite us into periods of preparation, we can number ourselves to the
pain, overwhelm ourselves with premature grief, or we can raise our heads, give the attention a situation or a
relationship or a period of transition it deserves, and trust that we are held in the embrace of God through
it and will be ushered in to something new on the other side. Though this text is rather obviously about a
collective reality, it's also true that our individual lives are always small embodiments of the larger world - a
microcosm of the cosmic. We experience all kinds of apocalyptic realities in our personal worlds, always
inseparable from our shared life together. Endings and beginning in our individual lives are always a part of the
story of the bigger cycles of shared life together.
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Words for inspiration:
“Courage is the resolve to do well without the assurance of a happy ending.”

- Kate Marvel
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https://enfleshed.com/blogs/mfcn/what-we-need-is-courage
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/how-to-make-festive-paper-chain-decorations
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Ask a Scientist: How to Deal with a Climate-Change Skeptic
California wildfires: Nearly 1,500 unaccounted for in Camp Fire - live updates

'm aqainst all forms of oppression’: Simone de Beauvoir, in her own words from 1959
Artist Gavin Turk arrested in London climate change protest - the new future

France's Macron: Europe must unite to prevent ‘global chaos’
Rebecca Solnit on Hope in Dark Times, Resisting the Defeatism of Fasy Despair

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription
and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to enfleshed is included somewhere on your worship materials anytime enfleshed
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] must be included in the attribution.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions or permissions.
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https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/ask-a-scientist-how-to-deal-with-a-climate-change-skeptic
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-news/fires-in-california-camp-woolsey-paradise-wildfire-evacuations-death-toll-map-2018-11-18-latest/
https://aeon.co/videos/im-against-all-forms-of-oppression-simone-de-beauvoir-in-her-own-words-from-1959
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/18/artist-gavin-turk-arrested-in-london-climate-change-protest
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46254393
https://www.brainpickings.org/2016/03/16/rebecca-solnit-hope-in-the-dark-2/

