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“The holy seed is its stump.”
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TEXTS
Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)   
Psalm 138   
1 Corinthians 15:1-11   
Luke 5:1-11

What links the texts this week? 
 
By the grace and wonder of God our lives are transformed. Through encounters with the Sacred, we 
come to recognize the ways we harm one another and possibilities for other ways of being together. 
Throughout the ages, countless individual lives have been changed by intimate encounters with God. 
These encounters continue today - we find beauty, wonder, hope, compassion, and more when we open 
ourselves to the presence of God around us.. These experiences make us alive to possibilities of Love.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship 
 
Holy is the One who draws us together in Love. 
Holy is the One who strengthens and enlivens our souls. 
God points us in the direction of what is just. 
And liberates us from the ways of evil. 
By the Spirit of Christ, our lives are transformed. 
For all that God has done for us, we give thanks! 
 
Opening Prayer

God of wonder, even when we have betrayed our callings to live into Love, still, you receive us. You delight 
in our becoming and set us on paths of healing and restoration. Where we have come to recognize our 
shortcomings, do not let us get bogged down by guilt. May your grace set us free, that we may be uninhibited 
in pursuing what is just, what is good, and what is holy. Amen.  

Invitation to offering

Friends, none among us have managed to live pure lives, free from complicity in harm. By grace alone, we 
receive each other as God receives us. In gratitude for the love that upholds us all, let us bring our offerings to 
God. 
 
Prayer of dedication
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God of grace, God of justice, receive our gifts and bless them to the work of your Spirit. Wherever evil 
is at work, may we rise up in protest. Wherever fear is lurking, may our courage be renewed. Wherever 
complacency thrives, ignite in us a passion for your Kindom. Amen.  

Benediction

Let us go now in the company of the Holy Spirit  
who empowers us to live what we believe.  
May we go and practice love that transforms. 
May we encourage one another to live bravely. 
May we be gracious in sharing all that we have. 
In these ways, the Sacred will live among us. 
Amen.  
 

SERMON PREP 
Text: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) 

Questions: 

•	 What do you make of the phrase, “who will go for us?” What does the plural “us” signify to you? 

•	 When did you last feel the kind of zeal we see from Isaiah here? What made you so eager to say “here I 
am, send me?” 

•	 God is rather destructive in this text. How do you explain this theologically?
 
 
Application 
 
 
Read Isaiah 5 for a bit of context to this story. God is angry because injustice abounds: “Ah, you who call evil 
good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet 
for bitter! Ah, you who are wise in your own eyes, and shrewd in your own sight! Ah, you who are heroes in 
drinking wine and valiant at mixing drink, who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of their 
rights!” Their coming exile is predicted and declared a repercussion of their evil actions. All of this leads directly 
into 6:1 where we find the king has died, furthering the instability of the nation.  

•	Cosmo - Only poetry will do, when it comes to such intimate and wild encounters with God like we read 
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about here. The symbols, though distant from our modern go-to imagery, nonetheless communicate the wonder 
of God. The Seraphs declare to one another the holiness of the Sacred as the presence of God fills the entire 
space. This vision, this glimpse, comes to the poet in the midst of an incredibly challenging time. Many are suffering 
while others are greedy and wicked, ignoring the call of God who, from the people, “expected justice, but saw 
bloodshed; [expected] righteousness, but heard a cry!” (Isaiah 5) This vision occurs immediately after the king dies 
and the stakes are especially high. The poet, as we will find out as the text goes on, has been complicit in his own 
actions, but it is this vision, this glimpse of God’s glory, that immediately transforms him. He is unable to join in the 
chorus of voices declaring the goodness of God (perhaps too hypocritical) and instead cries “woe is me, for I am 
lost! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips.” He is immediately gripped by the 
differences between what he sees before him in this glimpse of God and what he knows is taking place among his 
people. He knows which one he desires to be a part of going forward… 
 
There are times when it has been so long since we have consciously witnessed the presence of God moving 
around us - really seen or experienced something that reveals the absolute wonder of God’s love, justice, beauty, 
or compassion enfleshed. And then...when we do... when remember again with our own eyes or our own heart 
or our own flesh what it is that this whole God thing is about...it can be absolutely transformative and salvific. 
There’s nothing like a sip of cold water to make you realize how thirsty you are. Similarly, there’s nothing like an 
encounter with God - in collective organizing for justice, or an honest and tender conversation that heals, or the 
birth of a child, or being embraced by a community for your whole self - to bring to awareness how much you 
have been hungry for love or connection or communal labor for change. Sometimes we can forget what we 
believe about God is true until we experience it afresh. We need to be reminded of love’s potential so that we 
don’t settle for a world without it. We need to be reminded of what Justice can look like so that we don’t settle 
for accepting the way things are. We need encounters with wonder and beauty to keep our souls alive and well. 
These experiences of Sacredness, of dwelling in the midst of Holy, can transform us and awaken parts of us that 
have grown too used to everything that is the opposite of God. The good news is that the presence of God is 
always so near - these experiences and encounters are always but a breath or a moment or a decision away. 
Sometimes, they find us whether we are looking or not and other times we must commit to the work of paying 
attention. God is always working to lure us in the direction of Sacred Presence - within and around - for the sake 
of our transformation and the transformation of our collective life together. No matter how far we stray, or how 
distant the goodness and justice of God may feel, or even how much destruction we find ourselves in the midst 
of, glimpses and encounters with God remind us “the holy seed is its stump.” Nothing can destroy the Sacred 
core, but we must remember it is there. To this point, there could be another angle here on highlighting the fact 
that God does not destroy for destruction’s sake - there’s a lot that must be destroyed in order for injustice to 
be wiped out but the ultimate goal is to get to the holy seed of the fallen tree. The destruction clears that which 
keeps that stump from growing in holy directions.  

•	Structural - If ever we question whether or not the justice of God is messy, here’s our answer! What a 
challenging reality. The people of God have turned from justice and the consequences will be injustice against 
them at the hands of other people. It will not matter if the individuals are innocent or guilty - or to what degree 
of both they are. Those who had the power to change things didn’t and now the entirety of the people will 
suffer - cities will “lie waste without inhabitant.” While attributing this reality to God gets complicated and is not 
encouraged, it does certainly speak to the realities alive and well among us today. Too often, the choices of some 
in power mean the destruction for all who are under their power. While certainly, America as a nation-state is and 
has been asking for trouble and enacting injustice against many others, it’s also that case that the repercussions 
of actions made by the powerful often most harm the under-resourced people across the country. The innocent 
suffer for injustice they did not cause. 
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Nonetheless, Isaiah has a significant conversion experience. He confesses that he has turned from the ways 
of God and that he comes from a people who have done the same. He is forgiven and he is made free from 
guilt. He jumps at the chance to do the work of God - to be sent where God desires to send him. Eyes 
open. Heart pure. Everything is possible. And yet, none of this will change the fact that the Israelites are still 
his people - even the ones who are the most wicked of all. He is a part of them and they are a part of him. 
And he’ll return to them after this radical transformation but they will not be ready for it. They will not hear 
the voice of God in him. The people will still face significant destruction, suffering, oppression. Everything has 
changed for Isaiah and also absolutely nothing has changed for Isaiah or his people. This text invites us to 
consider the complexities of returning to sites of injustice after our own conversion experiences. And then, 
grappling with our own people when we have come to recognize the wrongdoings of our community and 
individual choices. Upon his conversion, Isaiah jumps at the opportunity to be sent back to his people - to 
those like him who have turned from the ways of God and perhaps he hopes, can, like him, be transformed. 
What if we were all so eager when we are fortunate enough to experience transformation to return to 
“those like us” and share our encounters with God? White people being converted to anti-racism are often 
compelled to turn from other white people rather than turn towards those they have relationship with 
in hopes of encouraging shared transformation. A similar thing occurs across other areas of privilege post 
awareness or education. What if straight people were generally thrilled to be a prophet to their own people 
- their own families and churches and communities - after an experience of transformation regarding their 
anti-LGBTQ prejudices? What if men, middle and upper class folks, cis people - all who are awakened to their 
privileges - returned to their people after conversion with the hopes of helping to turn the tides of injustice? 
Just because we have individual experiences of transformation doesn’t mean the larger realities have changed 
- the injustice continues even when we are awakened to it. That is when our work with God really begins. 
The people will continue to suffer. We don’t have the power to end that. The destruction will still unfold. No 
individual experience of change can fix that. But we can choose to enter the mess of it all, to not run away 
from the complexities and suffering, to not equate hope with total transformation. Isaiah is sent back into the 
places of hardened hearts in order to help influence the collective whole.  

•	Personal/Interpersonal - It’s interesting that Isaiah’s confession leads not only to abundant mercy, sins 
“blotted out” but also, he is told, “your guilt has departed.” What an important addition. Given the context of 
God’s anger and of the overall issue with the people refusing to live faithfully, we can surmise that Isaiah has 
done some things to wrong his neighbors or at least to remain complicit in wrongs done against his neighbors. 
He is awakened to that reality, but he will not get stuck in his guilt! He is set free from all that weighs us down 
when we come to face that which we wish we would have done differently. This freedom allows him to jump 
at the chance to be a part of God’s work thereafter. One might wonder, if not for the freedom from the guilt, 
if he would have heard God asking “whom shall I send” and only answer in his head with all the reasons he 
should not be the one, becoming stuck in his guilt. Who among us wouldn’t be able to relate to such a thing? 
When we get stuck in guilt, we can struggle to be a part of God’s work going forward. Instead of focusing on 
doing things differently going forward, we sometimes simply stop trying. But who does that benefit? How does 
God set us free from guilt and what is the collective impact of that?  
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Words for inspiration: 

“We re-enter this world as sacred space when we love life fiercely, and, in the name of love, protect the 
goodness of our intricate web of life in all its manifold forms. We recommit ourselves to this world as holy 
ground when we remember the fullness of life that is possible through our communities, our life-affirming rituals, 
and our love of beauty, of truth, of goodness.” 
- Rita Nakashima Brock

 
 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these 
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription 
and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  
 
Please ensure attribution to enfleshed is included somewhere on your worship materials anytime enfleshed 
liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] must be included in the attribution. 
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions or permissions.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Watching the Shutdown End, for Now, at LaGuardia Airport

Goodbye doggo, hello bearded dragon: Inside exotic petstagram
Philippines church bombing: Twin blasts hit Jolo cathedral
Bees Are Facing Yet Another Existential Threat
Future of digital journalism in question as BuzzFeed and HuffPost lay off 1,000
Supreme Court allows transgender military ban to go into effect

https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/watching-the-shutdown-end-for-now-at-laguardia-airport
https://www.wired.com/story/exotic-pets-instagram/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/01/bombs-target-church-philippines-jolo-island-190127050818906.html
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2019/01/bees-are-facing-yet-another-existential-threat/
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2019/jan/26/huffpost-buzzfeed-layoffs-digital-journalism
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/22/politics/scotus-transgender-ban/index.html

