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TEXTS

October 17, 2021

Job 38:1-7, (34-41)

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35¢

Isaiah 53:4-12 and Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10

Mark 10:35-45

What links the texts this week?

There’s an uncomfortable tension here between an all-powerful Creator/Protector and a cosmic case
of Munchausen’s by proxy - How is demanding the suffering of Their children consistent with divinely
perfect love? How can a perfect Protector God of manifold works ignore such a treacherous design
flaw? Our texts require us to qualify and amend this disturbing characterization of the divine to One
who sees and honors the righteousness of those who suffer most, holding them close in Her arms
even if human free will prohibits God from preventing our pain.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

God is praised when we live into the fullest expression of ourselves;
They love queerness, melanin, technicolored gender-expressions,
They love fleshy bodies, neurodivergent minds, and curious spirits.

God invites us not to a ladder to climb nor a |10-step improvement plan;
They invite us to the table of simple abundance,
imperfect and real community, beloved belonging just as we are.

Opening Prayer
Down To Earth God, thank you for the example of our teacher, Jesus, who joined people in the ordinary
dust of their days, who got up close to the life lived on their feet,and who blessed them with water and

compassionate presence. Infuse our lives with sacred-ordinary connection and when our feet are weary, still
us to receive a blessing from another. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

Young person and water protector, Alexander Howland, said while at Standing Rock: I'm going to stay as

long as it takes to ensure the safety of our future generations. In the spirit of intergenerational solidarity,

let us pool our resources so young, old, future generations, and the body of the Earth might flourish. Let us

bring our offers to God and each other.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Way-Maker, when despair and overwhelm knock at the door of our souls, awaken our hearts to

tenderness, enliven our minds with creativity,and meet our bodies with rest, that we might be fortified

to co-labor with you to bring about your kin-dom.We dedicate these offerings to the invigorating of our

spirits and to the work of your kin-dom.Amen.
Benediction

When our friend is sick, may we find a way

to lower them through the ceiling

so they might be in the presence of a healer.
When corporate greed pockets our daily bread,
may we organize our way to abundance.

When our sacred self-worth goes uncelebrated,
may we dance our beloved bodies to liberation.
Go forth with the Spirit, our Advocate,

who blesses our becoming.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Is your community aware of and cooperating with local movements led by affected communities to

build up the vulnerable (we don’t mean charity and other ‘savior’ efforts)?

*  Who in your community needs the most protection? How can your response to that need become
more consistent and effective! How can you position your body to be more protective of theirs?

*  What powers do you seek (think about titles, financial status, following/influence)? How could you

transfer your power to someone who needs it more than you?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by AnaYelsi (she/her).

Cosmic- There’s something so telling about the way many of us choose to interpret Mark 10:35-45.VVe see
John and James coming to Jesus and making this bold request to sit at either side of him on his throne, and
we infuse the text with such a negative understanding. There is this assumption that the question must be
inherently wrong and that Jesus’ response ought to be interpreted as a move to admonish them merely for
asking it. A closer look at the text would suggest that Jesus’ response is less about them asking a question
that is inappropriate and more about them asking a question for which they may not fully understand the
ramifications.

“Jesus said to them,“Truly | tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the

throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel” - Matthew 19:28

It would be helpful for us to remember that James and John are not coming out of nowhere with their request.
There has been conversation, prompted by Jesus, about the kin-dom of heaven and about the thrones that
would be made available to each of them.The brothers are simply revisiting the conversation that Jesus had
started and taking the opportunity to be bold and ask for something they desire. Jesus doesn’t come back

at them with “how dare you! Who are you to pursue power? Who are you to sit to the right or left of me?”
Instead what Jesus does is essentially ask Do you really understand what it is that you're asking for? Do you
understand everything it will entail and what it will require of you?”

James and John are products of a culture that, much like many modern cultures, sees being elevated to high
positions as a way to garner power and protection. Jesus’ ministry and nature are in direct conflict with this
definition.Yawuru tribal member, Aboriginal academic, and attorney Mick Dodson shared on leadership,

“Leaders [...] don’t really do extraordinary things that often.They do ordinary things often and
consistently and persistently ... Good leaders keep turning up, they’re there, ... at the coalface, they want
to take on the challenges, they want to fight the fight, regardless of how overwhelming the opposition
seems, from both in and outside.”

It is this Indigenous approach to leadership that is more true to the nature of Jesus and it is this that Jesus’ was
trying to make clear to James and John. Power, position, leadership... are about a willingness to fight the fight
— a willingness to serve in the face of challenges and opposition.

This scripture serves as a reminder to any of us that would aspire to hold power. It is a reminder that desiring
power and position is not inherently wrong.This is a truth that so many of us that have been disempowered
may know well. Rather, what we need to recall in the midst of that pursuit is what may be asked of us and what
we may have to sacrifice as a result. Leading well means interrogating the “why” and the “what” wrapped up in

| Mick Dodson quote from the Indigenous Governance Toolkit
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that pursuit.

Structural -
“But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.”

What does scripture about being prepared to suffer mean for marginalized people that have already
experienced so much suffering? There is a callousness at looking at the descendants of enslaved people
and telling them they must be slaves. There is a thoughtlessness in telling historically exploited people to
be servants.When suffering has already been made real in one’s life, it doesn’t necessarily feel like a holy
pursuit.What is sacred about being harmed?

“The call of discipleship is the invitation to follow Jesus.The condition for discipleship is to engage

in a ministry similar to his.VWe are called to engage in life-affirming, God glorifying, agony-eradicating
ministry.Ve are called to partner with Jesus in service, not pain. Pain is a consequence of discipleship.
It is not a lifestyle, a life sentence, or a life goal. Pain only signals the level of opposition to ministry. It is
not the measure of discipleship; ministry is.”?

“Pain only signals the level of opposition to ministry.” If we look at Mark |0 from this framework we are able
to let go of an interpretation that would ask us to disregard the oppressive realities of society and make
demands of individuals with no regard for their experiences. It’s from this perspective that we are able to
cease the narrative that suffering and pain are a desirable outcome of faithfulness.VWhen Jesus asks,“Are
you able to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with?” It is not
because suffering like he has suffered is a test faithful Christians must pass. Rather it is because suffering as
he has suffered is a likely outcome of living in an unjust world — more so if you stand in opposition to that
which makes the world unjust.

From here, we are able to have a more nuanced discussion about roles and responsibilities in the face of
such injustice. At Standing Rock, during opposition to the building of the Dakota Access Pipeline, we would
take to the streets as water protectors. Knowing the danger from law enforcement, military, etc., we were
intentional about each person’s role.Those of us that were Indigenous, Black, or People of Color stayed at
the center of the group as we moved. Our white accomplices flanked the outside — placing their bodies
between us and those that might harm us.

It would be transformative to see this sort of embodied solidarity from the Church. Imagine an
understanding of scripture like Mark 10 that leads to greater intentionality in what we demand of our
community members and who is expected to move to the front lines in the face of harm. How different
would we look if we recognized the possibility of harm as a reality of an unjust world but were deliberate
about how we engaged it?

2 Raquel Annette St. Clair, Call and Consequences: A Womanist Reading of Mark
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Interpersonal - Audience matters.VWhen we are confronted with scripture and trying to understand its
intention and what we could potentially glean from it we must be open to the idea that those things change
depending on the audience.

It makes sense that one might look at Mark 10 and see a tale of warning about ego, hunger for power,

and a lack of commitment to servant leadership. More accurately, it makes sense when so many of our
commentators and preachers hold identities that make them a part of dominant groups. If you already hold
power and position, you are likely to be familiar with its pitfalls. But how is a person whose identity places
them on the margin of society supposed to understand this scripture? What does it mean for those of us
who already are very familiar with being disempowered, humbled, and treated as servants?

Due to its rapid growth in popularity, and arguably its appropriation, the enneagram is a very powerful
popular topic of conversation in Christian spaces. Much like the aforementioned preachers and
commentators, many of those leaders are white men.A common refrain from them is that to integrate one’s
identity and let go of their false self requires the relinquishing of ego.What is often missing in that directive
is an acknowledgement of how power functions in society and the fact that many marginalized people have
not been afforded the same opportunities to allow ego to flourish uncontrollably. For example, telling a trans
Black man to stop operating out of their ego is not the same as saying this to a cis white man.While anyone
can fall victim to an unchecked ego, the formation of marginalized identities means that our egos are shaped
in a different way and that we often need to be built up rather than humbled.

So, if we work from that truth and consider Mark 10:35-45 as a parable about the oppressed growing in
power and position, what new questions arise? What new things are there to consider? Faith communities
must be careful with assumptions that all actions have the same motivations or that all people, simply by
virtue of being human, are equally likely to fall prey to the same struggles with ego and pursuit of power.

If | imagine a conversation between myself and friends of Color, | don’t see us debating whether any pursuit
of power is acceptable.VWe know power has a purpose.| don’t see us needing to prioritize holding one
another accountable in regards to our ego. Many of us are struggling to feel pride in the face of a world that
tells us we are less than. The picture | see is a room full of people looking at the words of Mark and asking,
“what does this mean for us as we move forward towards healing and liberation? What does it have to teach
us about how to respond when some of us move closer to seats of power as others remain at the margins?
How do we navigate the danger of claiming those seats only to turn around and position ourselves above our
community rather than pursuing liberation for those still waiting?

“lesus looks in the Mirror” by Naked Pastor (David Hayward

Image description: The back of a Brown Jesus with the crown of thorns is in the foreground holding a mirror
in which very diverse faces of over twenty people can be seen in the reflection. Some are outfitted to indi-
cate aspects of their identity like a hijabi femme, someone with a rainbow shirt, etc.

Words for inspiration:
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Killings by police are undercounted by more than half, new study says
GIANTS’ CONCESSION WORKERS WIN $7/HOUR PAY RAISE AFTER STRIKE THREAT
Police Violence Is a Disability Justice Issue

As candidates push affordable housing plans, experts say they can’t stop Atlanta gentrification
Op-Ed: Why has there been an exodus of black residents from West Coast liberal hubs?

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

AnaYelsi Velasco-Sanchez (she/her) is an IndoLatinx mujerista offering edu-
cation, coaching, consulting, writing, and art—all intended to assist people
in building an interlocking framework for justice. She is the founder of En
Conjunto—a collective of People of Color working independently at the
intersection of justice and spirituality. She is also the Co-Creator of the
Digital Dine-In Project — a virtual dining and learning experience bringing
people together from around the world. She is an independent practitioner
but partners as a co-coordinator with Liberation School South and serves
on the board of the Festival Center in Washington, DC.You can follow her

on twitter and |G at @brwneyedamzn and on Facebook (/browneyedama-
zon).

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained
in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com

and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the Editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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