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Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Jeremiah 31:7-9
Psalm 126

Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52

What links the texts this week?

Amidst the intense theological struggle of Job who, in many ways, can allegorize the exiled people of
Israel, God our Rescuer returns in all of these texts, proving Their divinity is entangled with our deliv-
erance from harm.These selections attest that the Redeemer of the downcast is the One worthy of
our hallelujas. Our enfleshed God is much like us in a fallible body that knows suffering well - so well
that Jesus, confronted with a disabled body, knows not to assume that said disability requires deliver-
ance, but instead dignifies the vulnerable by asking them how best they can be restored.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to worship

In our grief, God never tells us to get over it.
She brings us to her bosom and sways us back and forth.
God’s heart beats with ours!

God doesn’t explain away our sorrow,
making our pain into a lesson or a cross to bear.

God weeps with us!

Hallelujah, God doesn’t offer easy answers --
They are with us in the Mystery. She holds us in Her arms.

Opening Prayer

Quaker and educator, Dr. Parker Palmer, says the human soul doesn’t want to be advised or fixed or saved. It

simply wants to be witnessed.

Holy Spirit, thank you for bearing witness to our souls. Quiet within us the urge to advise, fix, or save
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another. May we be like you and yield the inner wisdom found within all beings. Amen.
Invitation to offering

In a world of wealth hoarding, we, the kin-dom of God, desire to live in everyday abundance -- to take what
we have and share it, so that all may have enough.We desire not barns overflowing, but for everyone to
have nourishing food, deep rest, safety, connection, and care. Let us bring our offers to God and each other,
that it might be so.

Prayer of dedication

God of the Oppressed, infuse ecosystems of care with your creative love and heal the soul-sickness

of wealth hoarding. We dedicate our offerings to the interdependence of all beings, knowing that our
flourishing is tied up in one anothers. Bless and keep your beloveds as we work with you to bring about
your kin-dom of mutual care. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth not with easy answers for suffering,

nor trite explanations for pain, but in consolation --

that here on this Earth, we have each other.

Though our heartbreak may be unique,

we are not alone in heartbrokenness.

Though we cannot fix the sorrow of another,

we can share what we have as we are able --

our presence, our resources, and our determined compassion.

Go with God who goes with us.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What stories about God do you tell yourself and others when confronted with intense grief? How
might your theology need to be updated to hold your grief more lovingly?

* How protected are those most served by your ministry (including your vocations and other activity if
you're not a faith leader)? How can your work better protect those that our systems refuse to!?

* In a culture that doesn’t allow adequate time or space to grieve and care for the grieving, how can

we strengthen our commitments to do this sacred work well, taking that space regardless of systemic
pressures?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic - “God will give you double for your trouble.”
“He [sic] will never give you more than you can bear.”
“God can do anything but fail.”

“God is good all the time!”

These theological cliches, and more, can be placed throughout the story of Job. It is impossible to understand
this lectionary passage without first visiting the beginning of the book. Job | describes a man who was
“blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil”’(verse 1). He had ten children, seven
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, and many servants.
His estate was so grand that his sons would hold feasts at each other’s houses. If anyone had a high seat from
whence to fall, it was Job.

Before we even get to the passage for this week, it’s important to honor how we got here. Job is the victim of
a tragic contrived hardship that functioned like a bet between two otherworldly beings. Perhaps these beings
should have found some Uno cards to play with instead.

When we read this story, we are reminded that each biblical story has its own genre.The first chapter of the
Job reads like something you might hear as a voiceover as an old Fairy Tale book is displayed on the screen in a
Pixar movie.

“There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job...”
Which really means:

Once upon a time, there was a man whose story is going to reveal something about the human condition and our
concept of God.

God and Satan place a cosmic bet to see what will happen to a human being when all good things are removed
from them.Will they still praise God? Will it be as easy to turn away from the Lord? Starting from this place
alone, we have a host of cosmic questions confronting us.

This very calculated bet highlights something discomforting about God.While the story centers Job and how

he lost everything, there were real people who technically were the “everything lost.” Job lost his children, but
it was divine powers who took them. Job lost his wife, but divine powers took them.The land, the animals, the
home, all of these things had been destroyed by God.

How do we interpret a God who is willing to turn actual living beings into collateral for the sake of a bet? How
does this story help us understand the characteristics of God? If this story does nothing else, it does poke a
hole in one of the aforementioned cliches. Is God really good all the time? How does God’s goodness square
with the active conspiring to |) Allow compounded demise to happen to one person all at once and 2) To use
actual human beings in that plan?

In other words, what does it feel like to be someone’s abstraction? A pawn in someone else’s story? To be
someone’s inspiration to “do better?” To be someone’s model, example, anecdote?
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At the very least, this action on God’s behalf demonstrates that perhaps God is not the person they
projected in their resume. Perhaps God is neither proficient in Microsoft Excel nor is God always good.
Toying with real human beings and living animals like rag dolls is something that ought to give liberationist-
minded people pause.

However, given that this story is more like a fable than a historical account, as inheritors of this tale we
must question its purpose. Perhaps the point of the story is to demonstrate that we are so desperate for
some rationale for unreasonable, unexplainable suffering.We often design myths (sometimes with happy
endings, sometimes not) that make us feel a smidge more secure in our own place.The book may be
named after Job, but it is God whose character we ought explore. Job is only reacting to the actions of
otherworldly beings.

So, by the time we arrive at this passage, we are left with a very odd way to tie up the last 40-something
chapters of chaos. In the New Revised Standard Version, the headings (which are added by editors and
do not exist in the actual text) are telling about the kind of flimsy, victim-blaming theology that White
Supremacy and colonization have instilled on so many of us.

“Job is Humbled and Satisfied”
“Job’s Fortunes Are Restored Twofold.”

Even in these headings, we are given a bleak and shaky theology. Somehow, after all, we have seen in Job’s
trials, we come away with this insufficient moral. After everything, the story becomes about “humbling and
restoring.” If we are not careful, we might actively seek cosmic violence and suffering as parts of us hope for
“double for our trouble.” But sadly, not all suffering comes with a happy ending. Not all heartbreak can be
restored. Sometimes, the things and people we lose can never be replaced. At best, we learn to manage our
grief over time.

Structural - It is important for readers to approach this text with a keen eye to detail. This story is often
referenced and cited as an example of “why bad things happen to good people.” The first chapter of the
book shows readers a wealthy man. He had thousands of sheep, camels, oxen, donkeys, and many servants.
Considering the number of animals on his estate, we can infer that (if this is a number to be taken literally)
there must be a lot of land to support them roaming and grazing freely. Even though all the animals are
tallied with clear numbers, we have no clue how many servants are managing the property. But again, given
how much material wealth he has amassed, the story requires an anti-capitalist analysis.

Job is not a factory worker who loses everything. Job is more like the Wall Street executive who lost
everything in the stock market crash of 2008. In 2007, the U.S. subprime mortgage crisis served as a catalyst
for years of economic spirals to come. In a predatory and calculated way, banks knowingly gave loans to
people who'd be unable to repay, thus setting off a chain of economic consequences.According to the
Washington Post, this was the

“...worst U.S. economic disaster since the Great Depression. In the United States, the stock market
plummeted, wiping out nearly $8 trillion in value between late 2007 and 2009. Unemployment climbed,
peaking at 10 percent in October 2009. Americans lost $9.8 trillion in wealth as their home values
plummeted and their retirement accounts vaporized.”
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We still don’t have a full sense of the loss that occurred due to human decisions.The crisis was not an
accident or a random act; it was created due to human greed. Millions of people lost their homes to
foreclosure, which had a ripple effect throughout the United States.

Wall Street was restored. It was bailed out. And many of the biggest banks in the nation are even more
powerful than they were before! The Occupy Wall Street movement would not have happened without the
economic crises that preceded them.The absurdity of watching banks be called “too big to fail” served as a
foundation for organizers to rally around. If banks are too big to fail, then what about people?

Rev. Dr. Leslie Callahan, pastor of the St. Paul’s Baptist Church in Philadelphia argues that “it’s not that Job was
attacked, it’s that he lost his protection. He doesn’t get a new illness or experience a new kind of grief. People
all over the world experience this kind of tragedy, just not on the same day and all at once!”

Perhaps then, the question for liberation-minded believers is,“why does God allow for certain people to have
unchecked protections?” Some may refer to that “hedge” as privilege. Maybe privilege is too soft of a word.
Having thousands of animals and servants on your estate, without much indication that this wealth benefits
anyone else but your immediate family, is more than a privilege. It’s wealth hoarding. The story begins with the
unethical foundation of Job’s material exorbitant wealth, not with the plot against Job.

So what then, do we do with Job’s fortunes restored? We are left with a few ethical dilemmas. Firstly, that
people can not be replaced, so even the new children are not sufficient replacements for the ones who
have been lost. And secondly, (even if these numbers are to be taken literally) is the doubling of Job’s estate
praiseworthy? Are we really clapping that a rich person got their riches back?

Again, Job is not Job EveryMan. Job was Job Bezos.

Recently, pop icon and entrepreneur Rihanna broke into the ranks of achieving billionaire status. People
around the world celebrated this woman who had a humble childhood in Barbados for “making it.” When
Jay-Z officially became a billionaire, his music began to highlight this status. Particularly for historically
marginalized folk, becoming rich is seen as an achievement. In many ways, it does mean that you will not
have to “suffer” materially anymore.Theologically, our world (explicitly and implicitly) praises wealth.We are
not as critical of the ways wealth is achieved. Stories like Job’s affirm that wealth, and abundant wealth is an
indication of divine restoration.

The lectionary passage is divided in such a way that suggests that restoration follows humility. How much

sweeter would this world be if those who were humble were actually restored and supported. How much
more fair would this world be if you had to be humble to be restored? Why does God privilege Job in the
first place? What kind of story would this have been if Job was actually big enough to fail?

(Inter)personal - Even having lived with abundant material possessions for so long could not insulate Job

from the suffering he would come to experience. Job tells God that he understands God’s power. He admits

that he is but a mere human before God and someone who “uttered that which | did not understand.” Job
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had conceptualized God as an idea, but now Job really has a fleshly encounter with God. He despises himself
and comes to “repent in dust and ashes.”

Again, the lectionary designers fashion this passage in such a way that we skip four verses to the restoration
of Job’s fortunes.Thus, the picture is being carefully drawn to leave readers thinking that rescue comes after
earnest displays of humility. This is also the end of the chapter, so we are left with the premise that happy
endings are evidence of God’s favor.

Church-based funerals are one place that people who are not Christian come to encounter Christian
theologies in an explicit way. Unfortunately, Christian funerals are sometimes a perfect display of highly
imperfect and even dangerous theologies. Rev. Dr. Jamie Eaddy, death doula and chaplain writes,

“When people are grieving, listening is necessary; providing answers is not. | know for many of us, fixing
is what we do.We like to fix things. | mean, | want to fix stuff. But I've learned, over time, that fixing
stuff ain’t really my job. Listening allows me to be present, with curiosity and without judgment- without
escaping the emotions present in the moment to solve a problem. In listening, we do not rush people
from grief to gratitude.VVe listen as people describe the pain they feel as they wake up in the middle

of the night to a bed half empty.We do not rush them from pain to praise.We listen to the few words
they’ve been able to speak between the sobs and the silence.”

The writer of Job’s story desperately tries to tie up the story in a neat way. It’s so neat that it almost feels
dishonest. (There goes that “myth” genre again). Job has fourteen thousand sheep, rather than his original
seven. Six thousand camels in the palace of the original three. His non-human losses were recouped two-
fold.

What project did the writer have in posing this as an ending? What is the advice that readers should derive
from this? It seems like all we can take away is, “stick around for the heartbreak, it’ll get better.” Anyone
who has survived massive loss will tell you, it’s simply not that easy. Even worse, there is spiritual, societal
and political pressure to “get over it.” We do not see Job taking the time to go to therapy, journal, or vent
to friends about realizing God has just played with his life in such a way.

Nelba Marquez-Greene knows something about this pressure to move on. She is a licensed Marriage and
Family Therapist who specializes in grief, loss, trauma and the combined impact of these dynamics on both
individuals and communities. Her daughter Ana Grace was killed in the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School. She was also the sole Black and Puerto Rican victim, adding to the unique frustrations
of racial dog whistles uttered in the aftermath. In her own words, Nelba Marquez-Greene says that there
was
“...constant pressure to hurry your healing. Everyone wants to fix it. People really, really want to see
you redeem your story.They want something good to come of it. | tell people all the time, if every law
changed, if every wrong is righted, | still don’t have a daughter.There is an anxiety for people, because
they see your suffering.VVe are not good at sitting in the suffering of people, especially when there is
no resolution for example in gun violence and other tragic losses.”
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Again, we have a clue that perhaps this story is more whimsical than historical because Job has exactly the
same amount of children.We are told that he has seven sons and three daughters,just like before. But there
is no “just like before.” Telling parents who have lost children that they are “young enough to have another”
invalidates the unique pain of losing the child in the first place.These are not toys, they are human beings
who had distinct personalities and dreams.

Sometimes we do not know how to respond to great loss.Watching people near us cry can make us cry.

It can make us uncomfortable.We might feel pressured to crack a joke or change the subject. But what
experts like Dr. Eaddy and Marquez-Greene teach us is that there is power of simply sitting with someone’s
suffering.

At first, Job’s friends did this. Perhaps it got old. Perhaps they grew tired of sitting in the suffering. After
all, grief happens on its own clock.We might commit to one afternoon of quiet tea, but maybe you're not
interested in six weeks of hearing tears.

That'’s okay. No one person is meant to be a steward of someone else’s pain alone. If we can design
communities of accountability and care, we can come closer to a social norm of healthier grieving.
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Words for inspiration:

“After a while, what luster | conjured from my grief peeled loose and | ran into brincks and walls and fell
into sarcophagal trenches.

Mama’s arms somehow reached me even there. Invisible but certian. Pulling me up off the floor. Patting

me to sleep at night, her hands on my back like a baby. Her baby. She got me through it. And the part she
couldn’t do herself she sent help.And she put a little more fire, a little more iron, a little more solid earth, a
litter more hard wave, a little more sweet honey in my limbs.A little wind to move death...”

- Rachel Elizabeth Harding in Remnants:A Memoir of Spirit, Activism, and Mothering
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Workers at Kellogg’s Cereal Plants Across the Country Are on Strike

HelloFresh workers in Aurora will vote on whether to unionize later this month
Biden Admin to Turn Pennsylvania Prison into For-Profit ICE |ail

Betye Saar: the brilliant artist who reversed and radicalised racist stereotypes

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author
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right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”
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© 2021 enfleshed



https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/10/kellogg-cereal-strike-bctgm-two-tier-labor
https://www.ocregister.com/2021/10/09/oc-oil-spill-what-happened-and-whats-next-many-questions-and-a-few-answers/
https://www.cpr.org/2021/10/04/hellofresh-workers-aurora-union-vote/
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/10/8/headlines/biden_admin_to_turn_pennsylvania_prison_into_for_profit_ice_jail
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/23/betye-saar-the-brilliant-artist-who-reversed-and-radicalised-racist-stereotypes
https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/

October 24, 202 e——

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of

the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing

capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by |
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using

these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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