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Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146
Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Psalm 119:1-8
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34
 

What links the texts this week? 

What a diversity we find in what it means to love and praise our Source - A woman refusing to leave 
her elder loved one, choosing to love in spite of liability; A psalmist celebrating justice and care for 
vulnerable populations; keeping the statutes and ordinances according to the loving essence of divine-
ly-inspired law; the reverence of revolutionary sacrifice; and above all, loving God and neighbor. Righ-
teousness is found with all of these, and these texts encourage us to appreciate the differences in how 
we all can express this love.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

The miracle of the Spirit is this:
Our deepest sighs are breathed in by the forests
and breathed out into more life.  

The swelling dance of phytoplankton recycles death
into life abundant while we sleep,
even if we are miles away from the sea. 

Come, for we are part and parcel of God’s story of redemption --
Even now, the leaves compost into soil underfoot.
Hallelujah, God makes things new over and over again.

Opening Prayer

Breathe with us, Breath of Life. We yearn for clean air and open space to inhale your grace. We yearn to 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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protect one another from illness circulating in the air. We yearn to liberate each other from systems of 
oppression that suffocate. Breathe with us, Breath of Life. Guide us with wisdom and courage. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Today we can be like the trees, we can be like the phytoplankton, we can be like the mushrooms on the 
forest floor: we can take what we have been given and offer abundance back to the community of living 
things. Come, let us bring forth our offerings, for in our interdependence, we have life.

Prayer of Dedication 

Living God, bless our giving and our receiving, that it may be part of the ebb and flow of your grace and the 
grace we co-create with each other. Like the water cycle, may our resources be collected and flow towards 
the places in drought. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth refuting the lie of scarcity. 
May it be written on your heart:
Another world is possible.  
Go forth living in defiance of the lie
that systems are too big to change.
Go forth in creative and dogged hope,
for, beloveds... another world is possible.

 
 
 

SERMON PREP

Questions: 

•	 How can you challenge masculinized characterizations of the Divine even when delivered by someone 
recognized as prophetic? How do we complicate widely-appreciated prophetic utterances in a way that 
leaves them open to critique?

•	 What is your relationship to the land of which you have “taken possession”?What would it look like 
for your community to cultivate a healthier relationship to food and land with the intention of moving 
towards its return to indigenous peoples?

•	 Based on words that are frequently used in your personal lexicon, what are you spreading to the rest of 
the world?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Linda Noonan (she/her). 

Cosmic - Our focus text from Deuteronomy includes an introduction to a commandment in verses 1-3, and 
then the commandment itself, known as the “Shema” which translated into English means, “Hear.” The Shema is 
central to Jewish practice, identity, and theology. It is a call to attention. An affirmation of the oneness of God. A 
summary of the commandments, and the central commitment to love the One who accompanied their beloved 
people from slavery to liberation in the exodus from Egypt. 

Recitation of the Shema twice daily is a biblical commandment for Jews, and is at the heart of daily morning and 
evening prayer services. For many Jews, these are the first words considered upon rising, the last words spoken 
before sleeping, and the last words whispered before dying.  

At this point in the larger narrative, the Israelites are about to, by highly problematic means, take possession of 
the land. The book of Deuteronomy is set in the time of Moses and cast as his farewell speech, elaborating the 
covenant established between God and Israel and the laws necessary to remaining in that land, the central law 
being: to love their God with all their heart, soul, and might. 

Deryn Guest, in Queer Bible Commentary, explains that language and imagery around the relationship between 
God and the Israelites in Deuteronomy comes from vassal treaties in which a king demanded allegiance from 
his subjects, as well as marriage metaphors used elsewhere in scripture describing Israel’s relationship with a 
jealous God. Guest problematizes this notion of a possessive, jealous God. “Queer readers who engage with 
the ways in which masculinity is constructed and policed, may find it useful to engage critically with this image 
of the masculine jealous deity who must be ‘loved’ at all costs.” 

In his essay, “He-Prophets: Masculinity as a Problem for the Hebrew Prophets and Their Interpreters,” David 
Clines notes that prophets were not aware of the ways in which their portrayals of God replicated violent, 
patriarchal relationships, and that later interpreters of scripture have not acknowledged or been aware of the 
ways that scriptural texts have been written with a patriarchal linguistic that Cline nicknames “Masclish.” 

Rabbi Arthur Waskow, founder of The Shalom Center, offers an alternative to the masculine image of God 
as Jealous King - that of God as Breath. The phrase “YHWH, our God” is found most often in Deuteronomy. 
Jewish convention does not pronounce “YHWH,” but over time others have added vowels to make it easier to 
say, such as “Yahweh,” or “Jehovah.” Waskow invites us to “break the rules” and experiment with pronouncing 
YHWH with no vowels. If you do, what you get is breath. Exhalation. Wind. Spiritus in Latin is “breath” and 
“wind.” In Hebrew, ruach is “breath, wind, spirit.” Rabbi Waskow writes,

“For me, YHWH as Breath of Life is not just a neat understanding of the four-letter Name, but a profound 
metaphor and theology of God. God as the Breath of Life, in-and-out- breath, that which unites all life, that 
which is beyond us and within us. Words are physical breathing shaped by our intellectual consciousness 
into emotional communication… What we do when we pray or study Torah or share words of 
compassion is breathe our selves into the Breath of Life…Prayer is aimed at what unites each separate 
breath into a unity of breathing, a con-spiracy of life. The process by which what we breathe out the trees 
breathe in; what the trees breathe out we breathe in.”

In Shema, An Interpretive Translation, Rabbi Waskow writes: 
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“Sh’sh’sh’ma Yisra’el —
Listen, You Godwrestlers!
Pause from your wrestling and hush’sh’sh
To hear —
YHWH/ Yahh

Hear in the stillness the still silent voice,
The silent breathing that intertwines life;

YHWH/ Yahh elohenu
Breath of life is our God,
What unites all the varied
forces creating
all worlds into one-ness,
Each breath unique,
And all unified;

YHWH / Yahh echad!
Yahh is One.
Listen, You Godwrestlers!
No one people alone
owns
this Unify-force;
YHWH / Yahh is One.”

What if God is not a jealous deity that demands our obedience and submission at all costs, but the 
Oneness of creation inviting our solidarity with the world and the Breath of Life seeking con-spirators - co-
breathers - in the work of repair, healing, connection, and liberation?

Structural - “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
might” (Deut. 6:5, New Revised Standard Version).
 
Loving God, for many Christians, is a personal, intellectual or emotional experience. In Jewish tradition, 
however, loving God is often collective and embodied. We catch a glimpse of this in the way the word ‘soul’ 
has been translated in the Septuagint (the 3rd- 2nd century Greek version of the Hebrew Bible used by the 
Early Church) as “psyche,” whereas the Hebrew word for soul in our text - nefesh - actually means “throat.” 
Translation of Hebrew language into Greek also meant that Hebrew concepts were translated through the 
lens of Greek culture. Silvia Schroer, in Feminist Interpretation: The Bible in Women’s Perspective, suggests that 
the Hebrew notion of nefesh or “throat-soul” has very little connection to the Greek and now-dominant 
Christian understandings of soul. She writes, 
 

“When the Israelites spoke of throat, they did not have so much the anatomical form of the larynx 
in mind as that the throat calls out, croaks, yodels, eagerly inhales air, hungrily and thirstily swallows 
nourishment and water. This concrete organ of the body was at the same time a symbol for a 
particular aspect of human life namely the human being who has needs and desires and thirsts for 
life… In the relationship between God and humans, nefesh,the power of desiring, of yearning, craving, 
plays an important role. In the Shema, the prayer offered to God by Jewish [people] to this day, the 
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innermost capacity of a human being to have feelings and to yearn for something is at issue.”
 
Calling out, croaking, craving - such powerful images of throat-soul, and an invitation to consider what it 
might mean to be people of God in a time such as this. How do we leverage our very nefesh – our throat-
soul – as love that shows up in lament, in joy, in proclamation, and for liberation? How might we con-spire in 
acknowledging and interrupting white supremacy culture when it shows up in our settings? What would it 
look like to center the calls and cravings and yearnings of those most vulnerable in our communities? How 
can we express full-bodied, throat-soul joy not because it is a form of resistance, but, as Sonya Renee Taylor 
says, “it just so happens that the more we’re in our joy, the more disruptive it is to the system?” 
 
For Rabbi Malkah Binah Klein, loving God means loving the oneness of the world. “God is one, humanity is 
one, life is one. Thus, loving God means being in the ongoing process of learning to love all dimensions of 
life, even that which troubles us.” The Shema, with its echoes across time in Jewish communities where it 
forms the central core of theology and practice, invites us to abandon a piety that focuses on loving God by 
separating ourselves from the world, and shift to embodying radical, collective, enfleshed love for the world. 
 
The consequences of thinking we can love God without loving the world looks like Flint, Michigan. It 
looks like raging wildfires, COVID variants, the extinction of hundreds of species each day, police brutality, 
transphobia, and white supremacy. It also looks like the violation of indigenous rights and the catastrophic 
impacts to climate change resulting from the Enbridge Line 3 pipelines which ship dirty tar sands crude oil 
from Alberta, Canada to Superior, Wisconsin. The line crosses sovereign and sacred First Nations lands and 
has had multiple ruptures and spills. Adjacent to the scarred land where Line 3 is under construction in 
central Minnesota is a two spirit Anishinaabe-led action camp led by young, indigenous, non-binary, femme, 
and queer-identifying people who have committed themselves in heart, soul, and might to the struggle to 
protect the waters and the lands. It is a powerful example of what loving the oneness of the world can look 
like.   
 
What might it look like to love God by loving the world with all our heart, all our throat-soul? What would it 
take to create and envision a future that is more just and has more space, more breath for all our bodies, all 
our yearnings? 
 
Interpersonal - “Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart” (Deut. 6:6, New Revised 
Standard Version)

What words are we keeping in our hearts? What words do we want to embody? Words have power. They 
can destroy and do violence. They can also create community, forge identity, and birth possibility. The name of 
the book of Deuteronomy is often translated from the Greek as “Second Law,” but in Hebrew, Deuteronomy 
means, “These are the words” - ‘elleh hadevarim. Devarim or words - hearing them, observing them, reciting 
them, binding them, writing them, and living them - are central to the Shema. 

In The Peoples’ Companion to the Bible, Frank M. Yamada explains that the words of the Shema and themes in 
Deuteronomy are an exercise in constructing identity. Rabbi Malkah Binah Klein testifies to this. “Living as a 
Jew in America, having words in our mouths helps us hold on to who we are.” Grappling with the words of 
the Shema, taking them into her heart, and spreading and passing them on to the next generation helps her 
continually connect and contribute to a vibrant religious culture and explore what it means to love God and 
the world. She, like so many others, sang these words to her child each night (“Recite them to your children 
and talk about them when you are at home” Deut. 6:8). “To sing or speak these words is an act of love,” she 
explains.  

© 2021 enfleshed 
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For millennia, Jews have embodied these words not only through speaking, singing, praying, and chanting, 
but by fixing them on the doors of their home in mezuzahs (Deut. 6:9), and wearing them in tefillin or 
phylacteries - the parchment inscribed with verses from the Torah in small leather boxes bound around the 
hand, arm, or forehead (“Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead” Deut. 
6:8). 

How do we embody our central commitments in worship? What do our words - our prayers, creeds, 
sermons, and songs - say about God and our vision for the world?

In a podcast conversation between Prentis Hemphill and Sonya Renee Taylor, the question is raised: In a 
time of infection and mass transmission of pandemic and white supremacy through virus and incendiary 
language in the media and social platforms, what do we want to be spreading? Taylor reflects, “We are in a 
moment of mass contagion. We have some things that - should we be able to vision into - we can spread 
in a totally different way.”

In the poem “V’ahavta,” Aurora Levins Morales, a Puerto Rican Jewish poet writes:

“Say these words when you lie down and when you rise up,
when you go out and when you return. In times of mourning
and in times of joy. Inscribe them on your doorposts,
embroider them on your garments, tattoo them on your shoulders,
teach them to your children, your neighbors, your enemies,
recite them in your sleep, here in the cruel shadow of empire:
Another world is possible.”

As a Black woman, Jew, and Bible scholar, Dr. Amanda Mbuvi connects to the ways in which people talk 
about being experienced as “extra.” She translates the Shema for her own daily practice as, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your extra.” She explains, “Extra. 
It’s an image I love, especially because some people do see me as extra just for being a Black woman who 
shows up in roles they don’t expect, and who speaks out of my own experience. There’s something really 
sweet to think about the fact that God is specifically inviting that.” Our “extra” is one of the things we give 
to the God who welcomes it in us when the world rejects it - who welcomes us when the world says we 
are too Black, too queer, too fat, too disabled, too poor, too loud, or too angry. 

As people of faith, what “extra” are we offering to God and a world who needs our most authentic selves? 
What words do we “have in our mouths” from waking until sleeping that help us hold on to who we are 
and remind us that another world is possible?
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Words for inspiration: 

“You can’t love me if you don’t love politically.”

- Jericho Brown

 

https://kenyonreview.org/conversation/jericho-brown/
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Strikes are sweeping the labor market as workers wield new leverage

The John Deere Strike Shows the Tight Labor Market Is Ready to Pop

Moccasin maker Minnetonka has apologized for appropriating Native American culture

Monument honoring indigenous women to replace Columbus statue in Mexico City

Netflix suspends trans employee who tweeted about Dave Chappelle special

Judge faces criticism following report that Black children were illegally jailed in Tennessee county

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author 

Liturgy Author 

Rev. Linda Noonan - A midwesterner currently living on Lenape land/
Philadelphia, Linda has spent the last 30 years of ministry between 
South Africa and the United States. Ordained by the United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa, she holds standing in the 
United Church of Christ. Linda is the Senior Pastor at Chestnut Hill 
United Church in Philadelphia and teaches community organizing, social 
change, public theology, worship, and ritual at United Lutheran 
Seminary where she is completing a PhD on faith-based community 
organizing. Active in local organizing, Linda is also a Movement 
Chaplain, and conducts funerals and ritual care for people outside the 
church. If she had spare time, she would take more photographs. She 
loves singing in harmony, growing herbs, and anything that has to do 
with water. Linda has a spouse and two daughters, loves to eat anything 
they cook and reads everything they recommend.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and 
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her 
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative 
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly 
holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a 
Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic 
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
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revmollybolton.com and on insta @mjbolton. 
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Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
 
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


