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Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:46b-55

Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

What links the texts this week?

The sweet anticipation of Divine presence almost obscures that unfavorable state of affairs from which
these selections spring forth.These speakers long to know the face of the Creator, not only for ide-
alistic spiritual comfort but because God’s presence promises tangible relief and restoration to those
in greatest need. Best of all, God delivers our freedom from in our midst- among a people, in a place,
through the body so that we will always know to seek our freedom in the flesh.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

The presence of God is found, not in abstract heavens but here, in the Earth of things:
In the shrill cry of life first emerging from a womb.

In communities that gather round.

In the land that holds us and the water that enables us.

God is found in the possibilities of new life to come -
Possibility for relationship.

Possibility for intimacy.

Possibility for seismic shifts around us.

Come, let us rejoice with anticipation, open to transformation.

Opening Prayer
Optional Addition:With stories of a good mother and the holy child filling the Advent air, we acknowledge

the complexity that these images bring; the ways in which they make birthing an essential image of those
with a womb. Like Mary and her arduous journey for respite, there are those who travel from near and far
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in search of a safe abortion.A child in a manger may not be a sign of comfort for those who struggle with
infertility, those who have experienced pregnancy loss or child loss, or those who have no desire to parent
at all. There are those who have painful relationships with their parents and those who are estranged from
their children.

Opening Prayer: God of Becoming, journey with us that we may change violent systems rooted in control,
heal damage done from harmful relationships, and bless the sacred complexity of all bodies. For aliveness is
inherently vulnerable, thus compassionate care for one another is essential. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Zen Buddhist monk,Thich Nhat Hanh, said Because you are alive, everything is possible. In years marked

by death and grief, may we also nourish that which is alive. May we fan the flame of possibility in our
communities and in our own lives. In the spirit of curious hope, let us bring forth our offerings to honor the
dead and to attend to what is living. For God meets us in our dreams for new life.

Prayer of Dedication

God of Potential, disassemble walls we have constructed around the nature of what is possible. In the
unfathomable scope of the universe, here we are one this unlikely plain of existence, with the capacity to
experience love and joy. So take our offerings and bless them towards mysterious, improbable, expansive
care and connection.Amen.

Benediction

Like the story of the animals in a stable

gathered around the child who would become our teacher,
may you feel the creatures around you bearing witness

to your own beloved creatureliness.

May you feel them as your siblings --

cat, dog, raccoon, robin, human child --

Look at how we all want freedom, nourishment, safety,

and a life full of love.

Go with the God of earthy possibility,

For They go with us.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Does your faith community frame Christianity as the only or most viable way to reach the Divine! How
can your communal faith practice resist othering and demeaning the faiths of our kin?

* List off some matters that versions of Christianity have gotten wrong.What are some things the
Christianity you practice still could be wrong about? What should be done to make amends?

*  What “offerings” of yours might be more performative than what would be most pleasing to the Creator?
How can you shift those gestures to be reparative?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by AnaYelsi (she/her).

Cosmic - One of the most consistent truths about the Divine is that They are more than we could begin to
see or even imagine.They are Mystery.To me this is an “of course!” moment. How could the Creator of all
things and all people not be more than | can conceive of? That doesn’t frighten me. It’s exciting to know that
I’'m going to spend a lifetime getting to know the one who made me, yet never stop being surprised. I'll never
stop learning new things, or stop being challenged.

“He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.”

It can be so easily missed that Jesus didn’t actually say these words, but rather it was someone else
commenting and adding their own interpretation to what he actually said. Oh, the unfortunate familiarity of
a random man speaking, only for chaos and harm to ensue.We don’t know who wrote Hebrews or their
intention, but it has not stopped us (Christians) from allowing his interpretation of events to dictate how we
see ourselves, the divine, and others.

This is just another area where | feel great tension between myself and the Euro-centric Christianity that
dominates the American church.| do not need my way to be the way. | don’t need my path to intimacy with the
Divine to be a fixed truth for everyone. Maybe Christianity reflects the most complete understanding of the
Divine’s relationship to humanity. Maybe it’s Islam. Maybe it’s Judaism. Maybe it’s the indigenous practices we so
readily denigrate. Maybe it doesn’t matter.Are we so egotistical as to presume that any one of us has the fullest
or most complete knowledge of God?

“True religion is not about possessing the truth. No religion does that. It is rather an invitation into a journey
that leads one toward the mystery of God. Idolatry is religion pretending that it has all the answers.”

- John Shelby Spong'

Perhaps the question isn’t “is my truth the absolute truth?” Perhaps the question is “Why do | need my truth

| “Q&A on The Parliament of the World’s Religions”.Weekly mailing, September 5, 2007.
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to be the absolute truth?”’ What are we risking by being humble enough to say “See, God, | have come to do
your will ... and my willingness isn’t dependent on solving the mystery that is you™?

Structural - When you sit down to write a liturgy you don’t expect to find yourself uttering the phrase
“well if that’s Christianity, | don’t want anything to do with it.”

These few verses made me deeply uncomfortable and led to a deep theological conversation with my
husband.When | expressed to him how distasteful | found the Christian Supremacy in these few verses, he
responded as so many Christians would respond - as | might have responded a decade ago.

“It’s only supremacy if it’s not true ... Jesus came as the embodiment of God to fulfill the prophecies
and promises of the Mosaic covenant. Changing your practices in light of new revelation is growth, not
supremacy.’

| was horrified.

One can imagine what this sounds like to a Brown skinned woman of Indigenous descent. It was this echo
of all the justifications and rationalizations woven throughout colonization, genocide and ongoing violence.
What | was reading was “we are better, we know better, do it our way if you want to do better”” We were
reading the same words but what he was understanding it as a fulfilment of prophecy while | recongnized it
as the roots of antisemitism in the early church. So we returned the scripture to try to understand how we
could come away with such different pictures.

What becomes very clear is the importance of not conflating the words of God or Jesus with the words

of humanity.“Only a shadow of good things to come ... He abolishes the first in order to establish the
second ...” This isn’t Jesus speaking. This is the unknown writer of Hebrews interpreting Jesus’ words, and
extrapolating things from His words that He did not actually say. One of the failures of Christian Supremacy
is conflating what was originally supposed to be a reminder of sin, burnt offerings and sacrifices, with the
idea of the removal of sin.We then treat those offerings and sacrifices as failed attempts, but the failure is in
our recognition of what their purpose was.This contributed to the genesis of what we now recognize to
be anti-Semitism in the early Church, that the Jewish faith was incomplete, or inherently inferior to the new
“Christian” faith. Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg explains,

“Christian supersessionism — like the idea that Judaism was the practice and that Christianity is the
perfection, and that the only true way for Jews to move along in the world is to become Christian
and the New Testament, you know, not the old one.This is the covenant 2.0, this is the real thing
now — has undergirded anti-Jewish oppression for more than a thousand years and has really been
the template of pogroms and expulsions and the inquisition and the Holocaust in some ways, the
theological underpinnings of the Holocaust, and so on and so forth.”

My husband grew up in a tradition where Christian supersessionism was accepted uncritically, where they
chose not to discuss the violent places Rabbi Ruttenberg names, colonization, manifest destiny, the crusades,
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Nazism etc. It might be the Christian framework that makes the most sense for him, but he’s doing what
many Christians could benefit from — reflecting on why it matters to him that “Christianity is right” and
where this idea came from in the first place.

Interpersonal - “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;”

Jesus is quoting from Psalm 40, but this theme of sacrifices and offerings being juxtaposed with another
practice is a frequent theme in the Hebrew Scripture.We see this in Samuel, the Psalms, Micah. Each time

the critique of sacrifices and offerings includes a reference to the hypocrisy of those offering them. It’s not
meant to suggest that the practice of sacrifice was bad in itself, but that those offering the sacrifices were
either doing it at the expense of relationships, or that their faith had become a show that they were following
the “letter of the law but not the spirit of the law.” These verses are calling people to show integrity in their
actions and relationships, not to cease all sacrifices and offerings.

When | see language like “not desired” and “no pleasure” | need to pause before taking it literally as |
remember the ways in which hyperbole has been employed throughout scripture. For example in Luke 14,
Jesus says that one cannot be His disciple if one does not “hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life.” A bit extreme, no? Jesus doesn’t literally mean
you have to hate your family to follow him, He’s trying to give words to a devotion so deep that it defies
human language.

There’s something beautiful and purposeful in Jesus talking to God about the body They have given him.

To be in a body means to be in relationship - with Creator and with creation.To be in relationship means
communication, expectations, and commitments.When Jesus references sacrifices and offerings he then
immediately draws our attention to His physical being. He makes a point to name what he intends to do with
it - “See, God, | have come to do your will ...”

Keeping all of that in mind as we read these Hebrews verses, we don’t find a God that hates offerings.We
discover a God that desires relationship with Their own son more, and we embrace a son that recognizes
a relationship requires more than gestures.As individuals and as a church, we must ask ourselves, where is
the disconnect between our gestures and our relationships? For example, an all white church putting up

a BLM sign, while gentrifying a historically Black neighborhood. A progressive church doing a weekly land
acknowledgment while not returning any land or resources to the people whose land they occupy.

It’s not that the signs or acknowledgements are not desired. It’s that without the deeper, more meaningful
actions they have the potential to do more harm than good.

by Janelle Monae. Reflect on your response to an interreligsious anthem of love.

Words for inspiration:

Listen to “Say You'll Go’

(Link to lyrics only)
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

How Thousands of Black Farmers Were Forced Off Their Land

‘This has been happening for a long time’: Modern-day slavery uncovered in South Georgia
Union VYote at Amazon Warehouse in Alabama Is Overturned by Regional Labor Office

Barbados cuts ties with Queen Elizabeth |l, becomes a republic in a dazzling ceremon

Native Americans die younger, CDC stud

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

AnaYelsi Velasco-Sanchez (she/her) is an IndoLatinx mujerista offering edu-
cation, coaching, consulting, writing, and art—all intended to assist people
in building an interlocking framework for justice. She is the founder of En
Conjunto—a collective of People of Color working independently at the
intersection of justice and spirituality. She is also the Co-Creator of the
Digital Dine-In Project — a virtual dining and learning experience bringing
people together from around the world. She is an independent practitioner
but partners as a co-coordinator with Liberation School South and serves
on the board of the Festival Center in Washington, DC.You can follow her

on twitter and |G at @brwneyedamzn and on Facebook (/browneyedama-
zon).

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained
in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com
and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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