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John 2:1-11 enfleshed

spiritual nourishment for collective liberation



TEXTS

January 16, 2022

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

| Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

What links the texts this week?

January 16, 2022 ses—

This week we're introduced to a God of great pleasure! The divine takes a posture of abundant, cele-

bratory delight in Their people. In fact, abundance is woven into these texts, characterizing the Source

as one who has more than plenty to give with no means tests or red tape. Even without a clear pur-

pose aside from beauty and enjoyment, God moves and rejoices with humanity. Amongst conventional

Christian traditions that can often disparage or condemn “hedonism”, may our union with God be

ever-pleasurable, offering abundant freedom to revel in Their goodness.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Holy are the moments that catch our breath,
catch our attention,
catch us off guard with the wonders of being alive.

The surprises of God hearten and revive!
God points us back to the riches of life before us.

The world is pouring out blessings of beauty.
Kinship and community enable lasting joy.

The faithful gifts of God are simple and abundant.

We gather to remember and to treasure every one.

Opening prayer
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God of glory, God of joy, God of ordinary wonders, come and usher us toward life. Keep us from losing
touch with the miracles all around us:The way love persists. The way the earth holds us.The way it’s never
too late for new beginnings. Make a way for us, back to the simple truths that sustain. Amen.

Invitation to offering

There is so much joy in choosing community. This is where we remember that who we are is enough.This
is how we free ourselves from lies that deaden.This is what makes possible laughter and hope, whatever
else life brings.With thanks, let us share all that we have.

Prayer of dedication

God, your delight in us is a healing grace. Everyday, we hold so much.There is worry here.There are silent
struggles. There are needs unmet. In the heart of everything difficult, your love is a constant. For all that
enables rest and freedom and the comfort of collective care, we bring our gifts with thanks. Amen.

Benediction

Poet Mary Oliver wrote that “joy is not meant to be a crumb.”
Neither is it meant for the some-day of a distant future.

Joy is here. oy is what we cultivate together.

Joy is the everyday awareness of the smallest miracles -

every fleeting pleasure and abiding comfort

that nourishes us through sorrow and struggle.

May we feast in resistance to all that deadens and destroys.
Let us go and revel in all God’s gifts of life.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  When was the last time your faith community engaged in joyous revelry (with or without alcohol)?
How are these sorts of activities perceived by your community? How can your faith practice celebrate
if not replicate these pleasure-filled pinnacles of human experience?

* To whom are the wonderful works of your community revealed first? Whose gaze is most valued in
your faith community? How can you alter your justice ministry’s approach in a way that shares the love
of Christ with vulnerable populations first and prioritizes their gaze?

* In what ways has your journey been positively influenced by feminine figures? How can you show
your appreciation for their contributions? Has your ministry been influenced by those who reject or
transcend the gender binary? How can you further welcome their influence in your sacred work?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by AnaYelsi (she/her).

Cosmic - Raising the dead. Feeding the hungry. Healing the sick. Calming storms. Having twelve friends in his
mid-thirties.

Jesus performed so many miracles that are seemingly much greater in importance than keeping the party going.
The turning of water into wine is an “unimportant” miracle yet it is by all accounts his first — the first time he
makes his Glory known.

Jesus chose to show his divinity through a miracle about hospitality, community and celebration. The wedding
celebration is a glimpse into the Kin-dom of Heaven.This is reflected in the work of Haitian artist Wilson
Bigaud. In the 1950, Bigaud painted the mural “Marriage at Cana” for Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Prince.
Heartbreakingly, it was destroyed by an earthquake in 2010.The mural depicts the wedding at Cana as a Haitian
community gathered in celebration. People are eating good food, playing instruments, climbing brightly colored
trees, and playing with animals. It’s a mural full of life, love, and, of course, good food and drinks. It’s the Kin-dom
through the eyes of Bigaud and it is lovely.

That was how Jesus revealed himself — in the midst of revelry and community. The rest of his miracles were
restorative - getting people back to their fullest agency — but this first one was a reminder of life without the
constant need for restoration.

If the Kin-dom of God is at hand (Mark |:14), what are we noticing? How are we contributing to realising this
truth? For so many, Christianity is a safeguard against damnation and a how-to for righteous life.As a painter,

| would be grieved to turn a blank canvas into a stark depiction of that legalism, fear, and condemnation that
dominates so many of our thoughts.The Kin-dom | would paint and want to help bring to the here and now is
one of laughter, joy, bright color, and plentifulness.

Bigaud struggled with mental health in ways that deeply impacted his work. In “Where Art Is Joy”, Selden
Rodman says, ““...when Wilson Bigaud took up his brush again in the mid-sixties, he was not the same artist. He
could “see” the matchless paintings of the forties and fifties but he couldn’t copy them. Perhaps his hand shook,
perhaps he had forgotten how to mix the colors, but the result was always the same: blurred outlines, muddy
colors, drab subjects.”

Knowing that, sometimes, all we can identify is the muddiness of our faith and our lives, how do we care for
one another? How do we, like Mary, encourage one another to lean into the fullness of who we are and what
the Kin-dom can be?

Structural - Tax collectors.Women. Sex workers. Jesus never missed an opportunity to build relationships
and commit acts that flew in the face of what was “right” or what upheld the power structures in place. The
subverting, flipping, and challenging of hierarchies was central to Jesus’ ministry. This was true right up to the
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moment of his death.

As we find in the wedding at Cana, it was as simple as choosing to reveal himself, at the prompting of

a woman, to the servants rather than the people who “mattered.” Neither the Chief Steward nor the
bridegroom knew where the wine had come from,“though the servants who had drawn the water knew.”
Why wouldn’t Jesus want the accolades from the people in power? Why would he choose only the servants
as witnesses to his first miracle? It certainly suggests that Jesus not only valued the servants as equally
important as their masters (which was not a belief shared by wider society), but perhaps also that Jesus was
showing us the manifestation of his words from Matthew 20 — “The Last Shall be first and the first shall be
last”.

Jesus shows us that he lives by this same disruptive code too, there’s a common refrain with Jesus’ miracles
where he constantly tells people “don’t tell anyone... just go about your life...” We notice this in Matthew
8 when he heals the man with leprosy and again with Jarius’ daughter in Luke 8. Surely, when you’ve saved
someone’s life or healed them from a serious ailment you'd want all the praise. But instead, Jesus tells
people not to publicize his work? Maybe he didn’t want to be followed everywhere, or maybe, He wanted
to create a contrast with certain religious leaders that publicly paraded their good deeds in return for
human praise?

There’s something thrilling about the idea of even the “smallest” act | perform being reflective of how |
desire to move through the world. So often we are fixated on life-altering decisions, the public events, and
how they do or do not uphold who we claim to be.What of the small, daily acts? The in-between moments.
Every small act, even if no one witnesses it, holds purpose when in the pursuit of what is just.

Interpersonal - Mary is reminiscent of so many women in “the shadows” of male leaders, pushing them to
step up and live into their power. Many have come after her — providing the wisdom, emotional support,
basic needs, and inspiration that allowed the men in their lives to be who they were. | read about the
wedding at Cana and I’'m reminded of those women such as Coretta Scott King, Eleanor Roosevelt, Frida
Kahlo, and Cynthia Dunbar.

Powerful women. Creative women. Brave women. Astonishingly patient women.

Like Mary, there was a man in their life that was fulfilling someone’s vision of greatness. Knowing that and
reading these verses has me focusing not on Jesus’ greatness, or divinity, but his humanity. He was a son,
and Mary was a mother.You would be hard pressed to find a mother that hears the words,“Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me?” and doesn’t make a very specific face.You know the face.The one that
silently asks, like a warning, “what did you just fix your mouth to say to me?”

Theologians like John Piper have read these same verses and came away thinking that Jesus was making

a conscious decision to put his mother in her place and remind her of the supposed insignificance her
influence has on his ministry.
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“Why the off-putting words? | think the answer is that Jesus felt a burden to make clear not only to
his mother and his brothers and sisters, but to all the rest of us, that because of who he was, physical
relationships on earth would not control him or oblige him. His mother and his physical family would
have no special advantage to guide his ministry.”!

That is one possibility. One that excuses Jesus’ tone and dismisses the importance of his mother in an
egregious way. s it also possible that he just spoke a tad too boldly and was met with that look. Mary didn’t
say anything else to him. She simply turned to the servants and told them to follow His directions as if she
knew he would do exactly what he did. There’s something beautifully human about this scenario.A son is
quietly corrected and nothing more needs to be said.

Why have we framed “Jesus was without sin” as “Jesus was without relational conflict”? Why do we conflate
being without sin with having no space for growth and learning? Rather than diminishing Mary’s influence, the
wedding at Cana invites us to remember to celebrate the importance of women in even our greatest stories.

What do you notice in the painting “Marriage at Cana” by Wilson Bigaud?

Words for inspiration:

| https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/obedient-son-ultimate-purifier-all-providing-bridegroom
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

202| In Review: A Year for Struggle and Victories in the Palestinian Cause

AT&T Slashed Promised Life Insurance for Former Workers—and Time Runs Out at Year-End
Cities vowed in 2020 to cut police funding — but budgets expanded in 2021

For Those Seeking or in Flight: Black Trans*feminist Nihilism

How radical feminist politics shaped one of ATL’s most beloved neighborhoods

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

AnaYelsi Velasco-Sanchez (she/her) is an IndoLatinx mujerista offering edu-
cation, coaching, consulting, writing, and art—all intended to assist people
in building an interlocking framework for justice. She is the founder of En
Conjunto—a collective of People of Color working independently at the
intersection of justice and spirituality. She is also the Co-Creator of the
Digital Dine-In Project — a virtual dining and learning experience bringing
people together from around the world. She is an independent practitioner
but partners as a co-coordinator with Liberation School South and serves
on the board of the Festival Center in Washington, DC.You can follow her

on twitter and |G at @brwneyedamzn and on Facebook (/browneyedama-
zon).

Liturgy Author

Rev. M Barclay (they/them) is the Director of enfleshed. M’s work — past
and present — is an ever-unfolding journey into the places where delight,
struggle, healing, spirituality, and collective transformation meet.This has
included hospital chaplaincy, working with youth, organizing faith leaders
for reproductive justice, over a decade of LGBTQIA advocacy within and
beyond the church, and writing and teaching in community along the way.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the Editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.

© 2021 enfleshed




