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TEXTS

January 30, 2022

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

| Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

What links the texts this week?

With courage, we name the subtle undercurrent of material threat and corresponding fear subtly
presented in our scriptures. Our messengers rely on God for comfort and consolation to endure
assignments that are, in truth, pretty dangerous.A possibly terrified teenaged Jeremiah questions his
suitability for a role that involves plucking up, pulling down, destroying, and overthrowing.As Jesus
begins this same work in his hometown, he’s driven to a cliff’s edge only narrowly escaping. Even the
Psalmist cries out for a place of refuge and Divine deliverance from the unjust. In all of its holiness,
the prophetic is also a place of precarity, but Spirit emboldens us to willingly cast aside our individual
interests for collective liberation.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

People of God, Divine Mystery comes to dwell among us.
With hospitality, let us turn our attention to the Spirit.
We welcome unfamiliar ideas.

We open to surprising revelations.

We celebrate a multiplicity of truths.

People of God, there is freedom in letting go of the need to be certain.
Let us trade individual arrogance for collective humility:

That fresh wisdom may emerge,

Love may deepen,

and paths of collective liberation may manifest.

Come, Spirit, come.
Opening prayer
Holy One, when the world is full of so much uncertainty, we can cling tightly to what we know.We

acknowledge that our need to feel secure can become a barrier to transformation. May your Spirit guide
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and support us as we seek to let go of the need to control through knowledge or ideas. Amen.
Invitation to offering

God has filled our lives with sources of wisdom and surrounded us with an abundance of divine
messengers.The land is a teacher.The prophets, a lighthouse. Our bodies, carriers of stories ancient and
intimate. For God dwells here among us, incarnate in flesh. For these gifts of divine presence, let us bring
our offerings in thanks.

Prayer of dedication

Guiding One, we know there are times we have turned against your messengers.When our certainties are
troubled or our comfort is threatened, we can push truth away. Still, we pray our community becomes a
faithful and trustworthy friend to all your prophets and wisdom. Bless this offering to furthering the good
news in all its liberative forms.Amen.

Benediction

The Incarnate One reveals their truths

through ordinary bodies and everyday flesh, creaturely and human alike.
Seeking the enfleshed divine, let us pay attention

to the messages of our own beating hearts,

to the hungers and desires of our neighbors,

and to the earth’s groaning, surviving, and teaching.

All we need, God has already provided.

Go in peace, open to every encounter with truth.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  When was the last time Spirit inspired you to speech or action that was disruptive or provocative?!
How can you disrupt that which hinders your community from Spirit’s unconventional work?

* How does your community respond to systemic targeting of certain bodies - trans, Black, disabled,
queer, substance-dependent, underpaid, etc. How can the response carry greater material impact?

* How often do you allow yourself or your congregants to take in perspectives that challenge your
accepted narratives from below (meaning that the conflicting narrative is from a lower class or social
status than what’s dominant in your community)? How can you honorably engage with more prophets
who might rub against your more tightly held beliefs?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Eréndira (she/her).

Cosmic - Before we arrive at the occurrences of today’s text we must consider the passage just before in
which Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah and proclaims himself as the fulfillment of the words—the one who
will bring good news to the poor; release to the captive, sight to the blind, freedom for the oppressed, and the
year of the Lord’s favor (the dissolution of debt through Jubilee). This proclamation is made possible because
Jesus knows that the Spirit of the Lord has anointed him. Jesus stands in front of the community that raised
and shaped him acknowledging that all the work he will do to bring healing, liberation, and flourishing into the
world will occur because of his openness to the Spirit’s indwelling.

This raises the questions:Who is this Spirit of the Lord that calls for subversive and radical actions in the
world? What is the role of Divinity, of Spirit, in any prophetic embodiment and work?

This is not a passive, gentle, meek Spirit that has descended upon Jesus.This is not a Spirit who affirms the
status quo, encourages insiders, or tolerates injustice. Spirit, as described by Luke, is empowering, emboldening,
provocative, and transformative of the individual in order to push outwardly to transform the world.This is a
Spirit set to disrupt expectations of favor, to unravel stories and histories of “insider”/“outsider” status, and to
provide relief to those who have been pushed to the margins and face systemic harm and oppression.

Spirit’s perspective is particularly relevant during the season of Epiphany in which we are called to discover
anew. Spirit senses what is out of alignment with Divine Love and Divine Will and beckons the human into
relationship in order to transmute harms into healing, oppression into imaginative opening, corruption into
creativity. The human experience of epiphany—to sense with clarity what has been muddled by distorted
relationships to power—is Spirit accompanied. It is one that is revealed as it arrives through Spirit’s anointing.
Spirit moves to anoint all of creation to join in this transformative work. Jesus offers a roadmap for how we
embark on our journeys, and still, Spirit calls each of us in our own way.

In this way, Spirit is both the vehicle and navigation system that takes us on our journey of personal and
collective agitation, transformation, and regeneration. Awareness is not a prerequisite for Spirit-anointing
because Spirit anoints all things that are in alignment with the Divine, and there is a particular potency when
we recognize our alignment with Divine being and action because we can be prepared for the disruptiveness
that spills out of us when we are open to Spirit’s movement.

Divine revelation is rarely what is expected, for ourselves or others. It inbreaks and enlightens in radical,
nonconforming, and nonnormative ways. Spirit asks:What needs to be rediscovered with new awareness?
What needs to be brought into the open in new ways? What remains hidden beyond our perception and why?
And Spirit remains with us in the tension that though the light beckons, we might not feel ready or capable or
simply too weary to enter or trust the clarity of the season.

Structural - As | read today’s text | can’t help but consider it part of a larger decolonizing movement. In
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the season of Epiphany, we particularly face ideas of enlightenment and truth as part of Divine revelation.
Without interrogation, we can easily fall into an unconscious framing of enlightenment that is tied up

with the “European intellectual movement of the late 17th and |8th centuries emphasizing reason and
individualism.”' Enlightenment in this view resides in the mind and truth can be objectively found through
logic and individual conclusion. Approaching this text from a decolonial lens means turning enlightenment
on its head, deconstructing “rationality,” and exploring what we might mean by enlightenment through
embodied and communal ways of being and knowing.A decolonial understanding of enlightenment might
be able to hold many truths discovered through body/spirit awareness which is meant to be wrestled with
among others.

As in any Epiphany text, there is a question of Truth here—whose “truth” is truthier and what do we

do when we encounter a truth that contradicts one that has been uncovered through our own lived
experience! What happens when your prophetic voice differs from mine because we inhabit wildly different
and complex bodies which hold a multiplicity of identities? This process inevitably provokes conflict, much
like Jesus’ own Spirit-anointing provokes the listeners in Nazareth.The knowing that comes to the people
of Nazareth isn’t logical or rational. Following logic, they should be the recipients of special care from Jesus
seeing as how they were part of his formation. But, Jesus’ prophetic witness is oriented toward the benefit
of the “outsider”—a deconstruction of the individualism of enlightenment that places the focus of care

on the bodies and spirits that are suffering. And so we are enlightened to restructure our common lives,
communities, systems, and institutions to this end.

This is not an abstract process that can simply be thought through. In reorienting toward body, spirit,

and heart, instead of solely relying on our minds, we can begin to take root in the stories, practices, and
community structure that give shape to a collective life together.VWe become more easily able to submit
policies, procedures, and projects to the process of unraveling their relationships to histories and legacies
of white supremacy, patriarchy, hierarchy, transphobia, ableism, and other oppressive systems.We become
more willing to engage with what we think power is, what it’s for, and how we are meant to step into a
transformed relationship to power.

Like the people of Nazareth, do we encounter Divine revelation, which is grounded in the transformation
of material realities that are bound to harm and oppression, and reject it out of fear of what we think

we’'ll lose? Or will we experience an openness to how our communities are being called to reconsider

our relationships to bodies, spirit,and power? Like Jesus, are we open to being Spirit-anointed and Spirit-
empowered? Are we ready to cultivate practices that support Spirit-attunement, practices which bring us
back into our individual and collective bodies? To engage in any transformative, liberative, flourishing witness
requires an openness to Spirit’s stirrings of calling us out of whatever is keeping us collectively bound to
death.

Interpersonal - So often when | read a story of Jesus’ passion, boldness, and his audacity to claim his

| Oxford Languages, https://www.google.com/search?q=enlightenment&rlz=1C| CHBF_enUS908US908&oq=enligh&aqs=-
chrome.1.69i57j0i433i512j46i433i512j0i433i51215j0i512j0i433i512.4284j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Belovedness and power my first instinct is that the lesson for me is in learning how to lean further into the
courage to become my fullest, truest, and most radical and disruptive Self. I'd like to think that my best mirror
and guide is Jesus himself. But today’s text has me wondering, what if I'm not meant to identify myself with
Jesus in this story? What if I'm not meant to identify with the prophet claiming his identity and speaking truth
to his community of origin? What if today I’'m more like the people from his hometown - those fine folks who
think they are apprehending the Divine promptings with clarity only to find out that they’ve missed the whole
point of Jesus’ proclamation of healing, liberation, and flourishing because their first thought is of themselves?
What does it mean to welcome a prophet into our midst?

Imagine encountering a word that feels hopeful, full of potential, and which offers a vision of a new future.
And then imagine being told that it’s not for you, at least not in the way you think it should be.To be

honest, | would likely make the same movement from “amazement” to “rage” as the people from Nazareth.
To be honest, | have made the same movement. There’s the giddiness from encountering newness—a new
relationship, a new community, a new vocation, a new learning. Then the reality of difference settles in—the
discomfort of conflict, the realization of compromises | might have to make, the hard conversations that will
have to be had.And then, the frustration (ok, the rage) that you—new relationship, new community, new
vocation, new learning—have highlighted my shadows, all those things I'd like to remain hidden, to me. I'd like
to throw you off a cliff too, sometimes.

Like the people of Nazareth, we are invited to ask ourselves, what do we think we’re comprehending clearly
that we are not? What have we known clearly that we just don’t like the thought of? Who are we ready to
chase off a cliff so we don’t have to accept their voice, story, wisdom? Oftentimes the prophet in our midst is
our own personal prophet who is stirring up our inner life in ways we’d rather avoid. This may be the person
we are in closest relationship with—a partner; a best friend, a parent, a child—or it may be any person who is
consistently proclaiming a truth from their own story that feels at odds with our own.What then do we do
so that we can move through the (completely human) urge to want to throw a beloved off a cliff?

We hold these tensions in our individual and communal bodies. In a fractured and divided world that
simultaneously wants to tighten perceptions of truth while also leaving them broad enough to cause
confusion, disagreement, and rupturing, we are beckoned towards curiosity, exploration, and understanding.
By engaging with the prophetic voices that challenge our inner narratives in this way, we create space for
the transformation necessary for relationship and intimacy with ourselves and others to deepen.The human
desire to thoroughly rid ourselves of anything that might challenge our stories, patterns, and unexplored
dynamics is normal.And yet, Spirit’s presence remains constant, holding us as we allow Her Truth to heal

hidden wounds. @

Words for inspiration:

The government gives them the drugs, builds bigger prisons, passes a three-strike law, and then wants us to
sing “God Bless America.” No, no, no. Not “God Bless America”; God Damn America! That’s in the Bible, for
killing innocent people. God Damn America for treating her citizen as less than human.

- Rev. Jeremiah Wright. Full sermon transcripted here.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Tonga calls for ‘immediate aid’ after volcanic eruption, tsunami

Navient settles predatory student loan claims for $1.85B

Nigeria’s economy: Why people are buying sanitary pads in packs of two
Malians rally after army calls for protests over ECOWAS sanctions

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Eréndira (she/her) is a Mexican-born, San Diego-raised woman, who has
recently returned to the unceeded Kumeyaay land she grew up on after 12
years away. She works as a spiritual director;, community builder, and educa-
tor focusing on justice, equity, decolonizing, healing, and liberation through a
mystical and contemplative lens. She is also the founder of a fledgling online
community called Spirit School. Her professional background includes social
work, college chaplaincy, experimental community building, and congrega-
tional development in the Episcopal Church. She holds an M.A.in Spirituality
from Bellarmine University, a Masters of Divinity from Yale Divinity School,
and is currently engaged in personal study of shadow work and archetypes,
spiritual direction, and curanderismo.You can find her on Instagram @_er-

endirajimenez_!

Rev. M Barclay (they/them) is the Director of enfleshed. M’s work — past
and present — is an ever-unfolding journey into the places where delight,
struggle, healing, spirituality, and collective transformation meet.This has
included hospital chaplaincy, working with youth, organizing faith leaders
for reproductive justice, over a decade of LGBTQIA advocacy within and
beyond the church, and writing and teaching in community along the way.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the Editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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