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TEXTS

February 27, 2022

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-432)

What links the texts this week?

Our Creator is presented, on one hand, as this unapproachable power of imperial proportions.The
most determined seekers brave aggressive light, incapacitating shadow, and treacherous mountiantops
to meet The Most High. Still, those who dare to ascend must share the Almighty’s concern for jus-
tice and have a mission not only to meet God, but to be infused with divinity with which they are to
descend to the depths of their social strata, carrying the Divine from that high place and to the most
afflicted bodies.As yet another affront to dualism, the transfiguration(s) suggest that our Creator’s
transcendence does not oppose Their imminence.The beauty of The Divine is that it calls up the lowly
and descends to meet us face to face.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to worship

The Kin-dom of God breaks through in mysterious ways;
We cannot limit the creativity of God’s unfolding.

There are times when Holy Bewilderment seeps into our souls
and shakes us from sleepwalking through our precious lives.

In moments of awe, we experience the vastness of being alive.
In moments of wonder, we marvel at what is beyond words.

Sometimes Holy Mystery flicks on the light and asks us to wake up to Possibility.
Come, let us worship the God of Mysterious and Determined Hope.

Opening Prayer

Rowdy and Wild One, when we want to wrangle you in or fold you neatly into our worldview, expand
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our hearts to hold the breadth of your Creative Love. Companion us as we soften towards surprise and
discomfort that, together, we might embrace the Kin-dom of God. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

We have gratitude for the artists, prophets, teachers, and way-makers who have shown us the way of
wonder and compassion.We have hope for the generations ahead of us, that they may have lives of vibrant
connection. Let us gather today’s offerings in wonder for the generations flowing on either side of our lives.

Prayer of Dedication

Spirit of the Living Christ, when the sorrow of the world and the brokenness of systems bog us down,

it is difficult to relish wonder.Tune us to the sweetness of caring relationships and ordinary beauty that
persists. Grant us fortitude to withstand questions unanswered, that we might be a people open to radical
possibility. Bless our offerings to the creative unfolding of hope. Amen.

Benediction

Like tulips, we turn our faces to the Sun

and God is there in the glow.

Like creatures of the night, we turn our faces to the moon
and the Mysterious Embrace of darkness holds us.

A force for life is all around us, just asking us to notice.

God sends us into the day anything but alone.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Do your sacred spaces allow you to reveal all of yourself to God? If not, what would need to change for
you to feel that your full self is welcome in those places?

* In what ways do you veil yourself for your people’s sake? How can you be a vehicle for their collective
growth beyond the need for this identity-compromising accommodation?

*  What are modern examples in which a seemingly idolatrous people may just be reasonably afraid that
their God and leaders have abandoned them?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Linda Noonan (she/her).

Cosmic - “The exodus belongs to the people of God, not to the hierarchies of the churches or to the
academicians of the universities,” writes liberation theologian George Pixley. Our text is one of the high points
of the longer exodus narrative. For millennia, this central liberation story has provided hope in the promise

of a release from bondage for so many communities on the margins of power.The arc of the story takes us
from the mitzrayim or narrow place of constriction and captivity to expansiveness, openness, new identity, and
liberation. It has been, for so many, proof of God’s preferential option for the poor and oppressed.

As an example of liberation, it is also, Rebecca Alpert reminds us, an “imperfect paradigm.” Osage author and
religious scholar, Robert Allen Warrior urges us to look at what happens after God delivers the Hebrew people
from bondage and prepares to bring them into “The Promised Land.” That land, as it turns out, is already
inhabited.

“Yahweh promised to go before the people and give them Canaan, with its flowing milk and honey.The
land, Yahweh decided, belonged to these former slaves from Egypt and Yahweh planned on giving it to
them — using the same power used against the enslaving Egyptians to defeat the indigenous inhabitants of
Canaan.Yahweh the deliverer became Yahweh the conqueror.”

As we see in our text, deep encounters with God change us.And in the broader Exodus narrative we see that
those encounters can change God as well.

The name Moses can be translated as “to draw out.” While in the biblical text this refers to the act of being
drawn out of the water by the Pharoah’s daughter, there are other times when Moses is drawn out or, we
might say, comes out.After having his identity suppressed while raised with Egyptians, Moses comes out of
hiding and into his true identity as a Hebrew. His own encounters with God leave an afterglow we don’t see
with other prophets.

It could be said that in the queering of God and Moses, God comes out as well — revealing Godself to Moses
in ways not previously seen in the scriptures. God comes out to Moses in flame, showing parts of Godself

not revealed to others, proclaiming,“l am who | am.” (Cue Gloria Gaynor and her iconic anthem!) There is,
between God and Moses, a deep intimacy. Alpert writes, “In Jewish tradition, Moses is the only individual who

is described as having been kissed by God, who intimately conversed with God, who was called by God to have
this special relationship.”

It is within this relationship that both God and Moses reveal themselves to one another. God demands much of
Moses. Moses, in turn, demands much of God, persuading God to change their mind after God had decided to
kill the people for having created an idol. These encounters between Moses and God remind us that the law is
not fixed, that revelation and tradition continue to unfold, and that, as the United Church of Christ proclaims in
their own tagline,“God is still speaking.”

What would it mean to lean fully into the queerness of God and the possibility of a Moses-level intimacy

with a changing and changeable creator that aches to embrace our fullness and longs to reveal even more of
themselves to us?
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Structural - It’s a hell of a time to be a leader. The demands are endless.We're exhausted, and our
people are exhausted.There aren’t enough volunteers to do the work. People are complaining, and we feel
“wilderness” in new ways.We’re looking for guidelines about what it might mean to be a faithful people in
a time of reckoning and contagion. Everyone’s carrying too much, and no one is okay. The exodus narrative
resonates with many of us in this moment, especially depleted faith and movement leaders.

Moses boldly leads the people out of bondage. He acts as messenger in delivering God’s law, and in return,
the people grumble, whine, and defy. They complain about the conditions in the desert, regret ever leaving
Egypt, and, to top it all off in the greatest act of rebellion, they form molten gold into an idol. This is a
common interpretation of the exodus narrative that so many of us have learned.

But this reading misses the ways that critique and rebellion have the potential to build healthier
communities and create better leaders. It overlooks the possibility that the people lashed out when they
felt they had been abandoned by Moses at a critical time and built a golden calf out of desperation.

In The Queer Bible Commentary, Rebecca Alpert suggests that rebellion and subversion are critical themes

in the exodus narrative and that “in rebelling against the authority of Moses, the people provide a model

of the critical role dissent plays in a community.” In questioning authority and challenging their leader, they
demonstrate agency, call their leader to accountability, and help create new outcomes for their life together.

In our text, Moses is negotiating his relationship both with God and with his community. At the same time,
the people are negotiating their relationship with the leader who brought them through the Red Sea and
the One who “troubled the waters” so their crossing was even possible.As in most communities, there is a
mix of engagement and dissent, resistance and receptivity, and people learning to both lead and follow. After
Moses’ encounter with God, he is full of power and divinity — resplendent with it. It is, however, just a little
too much for his people to bear and Moses realizes that for God’s life-changing message to be heard and
received, he will need to adjust his delivery. He accommodates their needs, veiling himself when he is with
them.

It is a critical moment when the people, amidst their exhaustion, rebellion and confusion, are invited to
accept a newly-engraved covenant that will define their collective identity, their deep belonging in God, and
their ethical obligations to one another and to the world around them.True liberation and movement into
a place of supposed abundance, it turns out, involves demands and adjustments not only from the people,
but also from the prophet, and even from God.

People now are demanding more of our churches.Viethamese American poet and novelist Ocean Vuong has
said, “Being queer saved my life... Often we see queerness as deprivation. But when | look at my life, | saw
that queerness demanded an alternative innovation from me. | had to make alternative routes; it made me
curious; it made me ask, “Is this enough for me?”

Lots of folks are asking the church,“is this enough for me?” “Will | have to hide part of myself in order to
be welcomed and celebrated in this place?”

How do the gifts of queerness, transness, disability, neurodivergence, Blackness and brownness, indigeneity,
youth, and age demand “alternative innovations” from our spiritual communities? How do we and our
leaders hear grievances, dissent, and demands not as faithlessness or resistance to our leadership, but as
necessary sources of wisdom and vision? What do we and our communities need in order to do what
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adrienne maree brown calls us to do, which is to “learn together in public?” What changes are required in our
structures, our polity, and our practices so that all can drop the veil and shine in their full glory and holiness?

Interpersonal - We don’t talk enough about how the vast majority of churches are spaces created primarily
by and for people who are in the alleged “neuro majority,” or neurotypical. We often think about accessibility
as adding accessories that don’t require most of us to change but allow others to share an experience with
us that doesn’t disrupt our own.Addressing ableism in our communities requires deep levels of understanding
and commitment. Lyric Holmans, the autistic public figure found on social media as NeuroDivergent Rebel,
frequently talks about masking — the ways in which people who are neurodivergent (autistic, ADHD, dyslexic,
etc.) are pressured to hide the parts of themselves that would otherwise reveal that their brains process
sensory experience, information, and emotion differently from those who are in the neuro-majority, or
neurotypical, in an effort to survive the demands of the dominant culture.

“Being in public, [you] have to hide and mask the way your body moves or your reactions to things
because it can be very dangerous not to... Neurodivergent people mask for similar reasons that queer
people stay in the closet, because coming out and being open with certain parts of yourself can leave you
vulnerable. So many of us mask to keep ourselves safe.”

Holmans writes, “For most of my life, the world asked me to change myself to fit within it... Then | realized
the world was broken and needed to change — not me.”

Moses’ people can’t seem to tolerate it when he is in his fullest self after his deep encounters with God.
Carol Meyers points out that the kind of radiance we find in this text is characteristic of deities in Ancient
Near East imagery. In other words, Moses is radiant with divinity, so radiant that people around him are
uncomfortable, afraid. Moving forward, he sometimes covers his face with a veil when he is with them, but
takes it off when he is with God.

It’s easy, when we encounter biblical references to radiance or shining in some form, to artificially associate
these with light = good/purity, dark = bad/evil. The Hebrew word for the ways in which Moses’ face shone
in our text is ga ran, which means “to send out rays,” suggesting a type of power not to be confused with
whiteness. Deconstructing and naming these tendencies in our preaching is one critical way to displace the
white supremacy that has inhabited so much of our theology and exegesis and reclaim the power of our
texts.

We are reminded by Black Liturgies,“Belonging shouldn’t depend on an illusion.” How does your community
create space for and celebrate the variety of ways that people process emotions, take in information,
experience the world, express themselves, and be in their bodies? Are children encouraged to move freely? Is
there a culture of acceptance for surprising noises, people coming-and-going, and body movement? Are there
ways in which we are asking people to hide their true identities because their sparkle, their divinity, and their
in-Godness is too much for us to bear?

In the Black Trans Prayer Book, poly, gender non-conforming, trans and disabled artist and activist, Jah writes:
Joy is my reality
Peace is where | live
Grass beneath my feet
Light surrounds me everywhere | go...
My reality confuses you
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But

| pay you no mind...

It took me a long time to get here
and |

can’t/won’t stop

now

This is my reality watch me shine

James Baldwin said, “Love takes off the masks that we fear we cannot live without and know we cannot live
within.” What if church was a place full of this kind of love? What would it take for our communities to be
places where can be we all can be who we are in-God and be surrounded by people who are fully in their

own reality, their own glory, all of us shining, shining?

Words for inspiration:

Read the truth-telling poem “We wear the mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

‘Love to Afghanistan’ Vigils to Demand Return of $7 Billion Stolen by US

California Sues Tesla Over Alleged Rampant Racism Against Black Employees
This Prison in California Forced Incarcerated People to Drink Arsenic for Years
Activists Are Building a Counterculture of Care in Apocalyptic Times

Mexico’s cultural appropriation ban is off to a messy start

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

A midwesterner currently living on Lenape land/Philadelphia, Linda has
spent the last 30 years of ministry between South Africa and the United
States. Ordained by the United Congregational Church of Southern
Africa, she holds standing in the United Church of Christ. Linda is the
Senior Pastor at Chestnut Hill United Church in Philadelphia and teaches
community organizing, social change, public theology, worship, and ritual at
United Lutheran Seminary where she is completing a PhD on faith-based
community organizing.

Active in local organizing, Linda is also a Movement Chaplain, and
conducts funerals and ritual care for people outside the church. If she

had spare time, she would take more photographs. She loves singing in
harmony, growing herbs, and anything that has to do with water. Linda
has a spouse and two daughters, loves to eat anything they cook and
reads everything they recommend.
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poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is
ordained in the United Church of Christ.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by |
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using

these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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