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TEXTS

April 10, 2022

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40

What links the texts this week?

Our God of Liberation calls us to even view the land differently, giving rocks a central role in our liturgy
of the Palms. Supposedly the most aloof of the earth’s inhabitants, the stones of earth are suffering
rejection and rejoicing the anti-administration of the people’s emperor.As we cry, the land weeps with
us.As we rejoice, the land shouts praise. Our God who hears the land will see to our reconciliation
down to the bedrock.Thanks be to the land for caring so deeply for us even when we have not cared
for the land.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Hosanna!
Praise the prophet, Jesus, who rides not a warhorse, but a colt of peace.
Praise to our teacher who comes our way with the gospel of solidarity.

Hosanna!
Save us from the ways of destruction, Living Christ!
Save our spirits from being sunk by war, loss, and evil!

Hosanna!
Praise the Holy who comes in the name of Righteous Peace!
Praise the Holy who comes in the name of Radical Love!

Opening Prayer
Living Christ, you see no person as collateral damage, but as Wholly Beloved.VVe yearn to be saved from
systems of evil that steal our birthright for flourishing.VWWeep with us for what we have lost through

violence, our own mistakes, and the inevitable grief of life.With palm branches and shouts of praise, we
welcome your ways of peace and liberation. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

We come with curiosity about how we can be part of each other’s stories of salvation. Through subverting,
organizing, and reciprocity, we long to create Ways of Life. Let us bring forth our gifts that we might offer
ordinary acts of salvation to each other.

Prayer of Dedication

Subverting God, the logic of empire wants us to believe that we are each other’s enemies and that we
need to shore up what is ours. Reveal to us the wisdom of your ways, that we might offer one another
compassion and resources. Bless our offerings to the redemption found in solidarity.

Benediction

Go forth in good company,

for even the stones cry out of God’s saving Love.
Fields sing of Flowering Justice,

Oceans roar against oppressive systems,
Cityscapes celebrate Holy Interdependence,
Trees rejoice for all that is Springing into Life.
Christ is all around us and within us,

that we might co-create the Kin-dom of Life.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What steps has your ministry taken to care for the lands it inhabits, ideally returning them to indige-
nous caregivers!?

*  What is your denomination’s approach with land acquisition and use?! Does this reflect an ethos of co-
lonial exploitation or indigenous-led consecration?

* Should it be against the rules for children to talk during the sermon? Prayer? Why? How would you
design a service that challenged these rules by inviting people, especially kids, to speak and make noise?

* Can you identify rules and laws in your institutions that are more protective of the institution than the
people?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).
Cosmic - When asked to read Psalm 99 for a liturgy, | was unsettled that, like many other scriptures, Psalm 99

celebrates a very monarchic presentation of God’s reign over us. Kings and queens have victimized people for
as far back as most historical memory stretches; Ask the Jamaicans who shunned the royal family’s visit in late

March. Even though | planned to switch God’s pronouns in the text to feminine, it wouldn’t be enough. Under
what circumstances can | view God as majestic and monarchic without the association to oppressors? What
queens have offered anything of lasting benefit to myself or my people collectively? My answer finally emerged
glittering through a cloud of smoke and face beat for the gawds.

When a new imperial leader is crowned, they make this ostentatious display of parading themselves through
their newly possessed city in a gaudy procession.The new emperor or king, a wealthy, powerful, but otherwise
regular dude is exalted to appear larger than life - divine.The resolution to my Psalm 99 conundrum was also
flashy and ostentatious. She arrives in her dazzling plumage to fanfare and uproarious praise from her joyfully
inebriated subjects, but soon after she enters, she is walking among them, interacting with them as she takes up
not a tribute but an offering.When she slays, she sends the crowd into hysterical delight. After the performance
ends, she will be indistinguishable from her subjects and barely recognizable at all.

Her glory, historically speaking, rests in her assumed return to obscurity and simplicity with her reign lasting
only a few minutes or hours. Upon her exit from her palace, she becomes just as if not more vulnerable than
those who cheered so loudly for her. Ostensibly just a regular dude, (s)he is hated, feared, marked, targeted for
his refusal to conform to cisheteronormative constraints via his transgressive alter ego. He is a queen.

“To be a drag queen is to fly your freak flag, to live your life out loud, to not let other people dictate normal
or to not edit yourself so that you fit in with other people,” says Fenton Bailey, co-executive producer of
RuPaul’s Drag Race.This mission is why one of the most popular styles of drag is affectionately referred to as
genderfuck.As dictionary.com explains,

“Genderfucking is a way queer individuals mess with or rebel against (“fuck with”) the restrictive gender binary
paradigm. Genderfuck behaviors and activities are various and meant to be subversive, ranging from a man
wearing a dress to mixing displays of traditional genders (e.g., having a beard and breasts).”

Driving his “borrowed” vehicle over people’s donated coats into the city in his maxi dress and strappy sandals,
Jesus put an ancient twist on cross-dressing, not along gender but class lines. Robert L. Brawley elaborates that,

“Riding a donkey over his disciples’ clothes, Jesus parodies royal parades and reprises Zech 9:9...In connection with
the preceding parable of the throne pretender, this caricatures military acclamations. On the basis of deeds and
good news for the poor and oppressed (19:37; cf. 4:18) Jesus’ disciples ascribe a benediction to him as the king
who comes in God’s name...”

Jesus uses the royal performance to fuck with the notion of power and royalty altogether. In the same way that
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transness in all its forms prefigures a world where gender is mutable, Jesus’ trolling transgression of this
class norm prefigures a world of classless (un)governance for and by the people. It happens to also be wildly
entertaining for the crowd whose impassioned cheers seal this demonstration’s success. Most humorously,
we get to discover God as a jokester and troll, in all God’s topsy-turvy inelegant “grandeur”, threatening the
status quo yet again by... sort of just fuckin’ around lol.

Structural - Plantations tours can obviously be emotionally charged spaces, particularly for Black people,
and this rural North Carolina plantation tour was no exception. One feature of great spiritual significance
were the surviving buildings on the plantation which had to be built entirely by hand - including the bricks
in their walls and foundations. Our tour guide pointed out where centuries-old indentations from enslaved
peoples’ fingers remained in the bricks they molded. Her grief audibly swelled as she explained that children
were also expected to assist with these tasks. Her hands then traced the pea-sized indentations of tiny
fingers belonging to enslaved children forced to mold bricks for their enslavers.

As we tearfully ran our fingers over those tiny little impressions made by holy hands of babies in bondage
who could have been our - my - ancestors, | knew these weren’t joyful bricks. Even if | were the clay and
soil from which those bricks were molded, | would still be enraged. If | were a brick, | would rather be
broken, cast from the mortar, and consoled by the earth. Bricks and stones are the Earth who colonizers
never care to ask permission regarding their exploits. It’s no coincidence that colonizers’ first victims are
peoples who often have developed complex rituals of care for Parent earth.This continues today as A
South African court recently halted the construction of an Amazon headquarters on the sacred land of the
indigenous Khoi and San peoples.The Sacred land film project says,

“Indigenous people comprise just 4% of world population, but they control 22% of the land on Earth. In their
territories, 80% of the planet’s remaining biodiversity has been preserved. Our sacred site reports tell inspiring
stories of how indigenous worldviews and values protect biodiversity for us all — and for future generations.”

In response to colonizers’ disregard for consent, Earth has been in escalating protest against her ongoing
enslavement and alienation from her indigenous caregivers.We can gratefully receive this passage as

a reminder that the prophetic tradition includes conversation with the earth and concern for her
perspective. The end of this climactic demonstration in Jesus’ ministry has Jesus calling back to one of his
predecessors, Habakkuk who made a similar “land acknowledgment” of sorts. Habakkuk says in the ninth
verse of the second chapter,

“Alas for you who get evil gain for your house, setting your nest on high to be safe from the reach of harm! You
have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have forfeited your life. The very stones will
cry out from the wall, and the plaster will respond from the woodwork/rafters”

The prophet is speaking of these earthen materials’ response to the injustice of being used to harbor
imperial oppressors.When we consider these aggrieved stones in light of the rocks Jesus speaks of, Jesus
is using the Habbakuk expression to suggest a reversal of the land’s sorrows. How might we adjust our
actions as we journey with an enhanced attunement to the land awaiting return to its rightful stewards?
That love for and reconciliation to the land, when granted, will certainly cause the Earth’s inhabitants to
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rejoice, but even if they were silent...
...the land itself will shout jubilant praise.
Interpersonal - Do you follow the rules?

None of the gospels mention Jesus arranging for a colt. In fact, all synoptic gospel accounts include what could
be read as cover material for the disciples to not be thwarted by witnesses of the crime.“If anyone asks you,

99

‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, The Lord needs it.

Even if it’s possible that Jesus could have arranged to consensually borrow this colt from the owners with

this response used as a coded confirmation, I'm drawn towards a liberationist reading of Jesus that identifies
him with vulnerable populations. This Jesus has prepared for the unwelcome actions of his disciples to be
questioned by the owners who are present in this narrative.¥We know Jesus not to be “above” crime given his
demonstration in the temple several verses later. How would you react if one of your faith leaders asked you
to commit a crime? How do we receive this central figure of Christian faith with the consideration that he
may be a “criminal”?

Moses also begins his leadership with crime, dispatching the Egyptian overseer to protect an enslaved person.
Rahab begins her leadership with the crime of harboring fugitives. Daniel begins his leadership with the crime
of refusing to eat the king’s diet. Esther commits the exact opposite of the king’s decree by appearing before
him. Mary begins her leadership with the crime of getting pregnant by someone other than her betrothed.
These legally and socially enforced rules have nothing to do with public safety. Until 1969, arrests for cross-
dressing were extremely common.A senator recently argued that states should have the power to prohibit
interracial marriage. (What a bizarre Freudian slip of an “example” to use.) Marijuana charges are still getting
people enslaved today.

Legislation serves the interest of the state over the people even if it offers us some protection. By conflating
the two interests, we assume those who the state recognizes as adversarial are also adversaries of the people.
To that, the oppressed masses of the earth say, “not so.” We disproportionately criminalized peoples know
that the social rules, courts, and law are how the empire defames the moral character of its victims, making
them widely feared among its chosen.Thus we'’re conditioned to fear those around us who aren’t actually
dangerous while the real villains can slip into higher ranks of power because they’re “law-abiding citizens”.We
are repulsed by those who break the “rules” whether in our faith communities, our neighborhoods, or in the
“bad” neighborhoods we avoid.

Now that the high of the moment has worn off and the praises have begun to quell, | hope we can hold
enough complexity to sympathize with radicals like myself who prefer not to celebrate a Black woman
supreme court justice - a Black woman who followed all the rules just to have a pit of split-tongued white
men hurl poorly shrouded insults at her work and career, lording their power to deny her an oppressive
position for which she is disappointingly overqualified. Our celebration of her “achievement” can only exist in
the shadow of our fear of those who do the opposite and break all the rules. Decolaniza explains in tweets,
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“Black folks are in a vicious war with the state; i won’t celebrate a black person trying to gain access to & power
from within the state; [| don’t care] if she’s a woman or not...srsly tho? How many more black rulers do we need to

body of a massive imperialist empire?”

What would it mean if, instead of chastising rule-breakers among us, we press charges against the rules
themselves which have made liberation untenable? What would it mean if we began to hallow not just the
political prisoner but the disenfranchised dealer benefiting from an alternative economy and shoplifting teens
and heterodox heretics and other revolutionaries who dare to hold the law in the lowest regard? While |
certainly would never promote activity that could land a person in the cement and steel chain bowels of the
criminal punishment system, | can affirm that most who take that risk are operating according to a paradigm
that raises a blessed middle finger to the political and economic systems oppressing our siblings.

So here’s to the misfits and miscreants. Here’s to all the people who break the rules

because they know those rules break the people. May we reject the colonial category of the
“criminal” in governments as well as our interpersonal dealings with the “outlaws” in our
communities. May we begin to honor you misunderstood messengers for the wells of wisdom
that you are. May our houses of worship be a refuge for you when the empire retaliates.

Words for inspiration:

Be inspired by this revolutionary bird.

Biliography

https://www.npr.org/2019/06/27/736320026/how-drag-queens-have-sashayed-their-way-through-history

https://sacredland.org/

https://twitter.com/decolaniza/status/15077991969208606742s=20&t=MyNFIbcExTTphA7YM-ZZgw

“Luke” by Robert L. Brawley in The Gospel and Acts: Fortress Commentary on the Bible Study Edition edited by Margaret
Aymer Cyntrhia Briggs Kittredge, and David A. Sanchez
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

A historic victory for Howard University’s non-tenure-track faculty
‘CHRONICALLY UNDERSTAFFED,; UNDERPAID EDUCATORS IN MINNEAPOLIS STRIKE

AGAINST AUSTERITY

MADELEINE ALBRIGHT WAS A KILLER

A just transition away from the war economy and military-industrial complex is possible

Trucker convoy finally admits defeat in war against Washington residents — but pledges ‘to finish this

job’

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical faith-rooted strategist and spiritual
activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing cultures.As an
Interfaith Coordinator in higher education, they love being immersed in
cooperative interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for those
marginalized within their respective faith institutions. She’s also an ama-
teur poet, nap-taker, and time-bender. She hails from middle-class suburbs
in the stolen Appamattuck and Arrohatec lands outside of Richmond,VA
and now resides in unceeded Osage land outside of Pittsburgh, PA. Follow
her on Facebook and Twitter for more content and updates!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is
ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.facebook.com/caseyovertonprofessional
https://twitter.com/CaseyOverton1

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by |
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using

these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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