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Genesis 22:1-14 and Psalm |3

Jeremiah 28:5-9 and Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Romans 6:12-23

Matthew 10:40-42

What links the texts this week?

Throughout the scriptures this week, we see a complicated range of dynamics between God, self, and
other. There is no neatly separating out how we treat one another, from how we experience God,

and how we understand ourselves. Our faithfulness to God should only result in loving and liberating
relationships with our neighbors and our self-understanding. But what this looks like in practice is not

always clearWe are deeply influenced by the systems that surround us. Normalized evil is always working
to “exercise dominion” within us - warping our understanding of God's desires for us. It is no small thing

to discern what love or justice actually looks like in a given context. It is not universal, it is rarely simple,
and it is often unpopular. But in all of the complexities, we find our way through the examples Jesus
offered us: welcoming the prophets, welcoming the just, and sharing the resources we have available.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Call to worship

The presence of God welcomes us as we are.
To all who seek love, She extends her reach.

We bring Her our questions and our uncertainties.
We come when we are hurting and afraid.

The weary and the grieving will not be turned away.
Righteous anger is received with care.

In God's embrace, we come to lay our truths bare.

In honesty and with authenticity,
we meet God and one another.
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Opening Prayer

Beloved One, where hearts and spirits are breaking, come close. Hear the cries of the forgotten and lift the
voices of the silenced. Let none be abandoned to ordinary evil, and stir all who slumber before injustice. Keep
us awake to the needs of our neighbors, we pray. Amen.

Invitation to offering

God takes on flesh. This is how Divine Presence manifests among us. May we be willing partners in the holy
work of love, inviting God to move in us, among us, between us. In commitment to this Sacred calling, let us
bring what we have together, that we might practice justice in the sharing of our resources.

Prayer of dedication

Holy One, through the prayers of our neighbors, we are held accountable to our actions and beliefs.\WWe hope
to respond to pain with openness to change.We hope to prioritize justice in this aching world.We hope

to be a part of mending the wrongs that have been done. Let these offerings be blessed to your work of
transformation and may your grace lead our way. Amen.

Benediction

Do not hesitate to bring your pleas to God.

She companions us in highs and lows.

She delights in the intimacy of our honest expressions.
May we, with hopes of fostering love and furthering justice,
practice such care with each other and all our neighbors.
The Spirit sends us with peace to make it so.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Can you think of a time when you felt like God had forgotten you? What brought that feeling about?

* If the practices and policies that are necessary for positively affecting change among the most marginalized
in the U.S. always feel “too radical” to even the liberal majority, what world does that leave us with? Are we
willing to accept that unwillingness to make drastic changes means turning our backs on those who need
solidarity more than anyone else? If not, what are the alternatives?

* Can you think of a time when you were honest with someone about the pain or abandonment you were
feeling in the relationship? How did it feel to express the truth of what you were feeling?
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Application

* Cosmic - Has God forgotten us? Forgotten the planet? Forgotten Black communities, trans people, Indigenous
communities, those vulnerable to COVID?

The hits just keep on coming.
The struggles multiply.
And though the resistance rises, still the losses accrue.

Police continue to kill Black people even as cameras roll and protests persist.
COVID deaths keep rising, rising, rising even as attention to it through precautions, testing, social distancing, and
certainly government leadership falls farther and farther from focus.

If there is a God, where are they?

Some who pray, for the first time or the first time in a while, may be questioning why. Some who have been
privileged enough to believe that the only thing that keeps justice at bay is good intentioned ignorance are now
having their worlds turned upside down. There are many who have never confronted or felt the harsh reality of
disregard for life and suffering, so visible as it is right now. There are many who, to some degree, had a sense that
things could be bad - but not this bad. There are many who feeling their way through a new relationship to the
horrors of White Supremacy, a corrupt government, and a future that is unclear for life at large.

And even for the ones most familiar to the kind of pain that surrounds, the layers of struggle are compounding
right now. So much of the struggles in play are not new. But they are coming together in new ways. Heightened
ways. The entire future of the planet hangs in balance while getting through each day is it's own challenge. It's
difficult to imagine how anyone, in the quiet or the chaos of their own mind or heart, might not be occasionally
questioning God, love's power and possibilities, or what liberative possibilities can be trusted.

The psalmist provides us with words to name so many different kinds of pain present in this time. A way to name
it together, in knowledge that our struggles, callings, and pains are different and connected. A way to be real about
the complexity of finding, feeling, and perceiving God in these days.

You may consider simply holding faithful space for feeling forgotten. There has to be space for this kind of honesty
somewhere. It doesn’t always need to be resolved. Sometimes we aren't ready to move through or incorporate
the later verses. It's ok to linger in the trouble. Sometimes that is needed more than anything else.

Emmett G. Price lll says,“Our communal gatherings cannot truthfully endeavor an engagement ‘in spirit and in
truth’ if we are not willing to offer honest complaint to God on behalf of one another”

You may alternatively consider reflecting on the ways that in as much as we abandon one another or are
abandoned by those in power that we do experience being forgotten. In this way, there are openings for the
reality we call God that are denied to us or others.The accountability belongs upon the shoulders of those who
keep God from being enfleshed when and where and how God is needed. Though many traditional theologies
have abandoned people to a patriarchal understanding of God's power as one that has ultimate control over
situations, liberation theologies recognize that God's presence, love, attention, and justice manifest in and among
and through us when we open ourselves to the Spirit.
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God is not a sentient being deciding from a distance whether to intervene or not intervene. God is not
something so “other” from us and the flesh of the earth that God can simply act regardless of our collective
will, desire, or choices. God is the thing that happens when love is practiced. God is the thing that happens
when harm is disrupted, when collective power is claimed, when beauty manifests, when mercy is poured out.
And so when humanity refuses to welcome God in this way, indeed many are denied God's intervention. To
put it simply, when we do not intervene on each other's behalf, how is God supposed to show up? Through
who or what! When people feel forgotten by God, they are often being forgotten by their community,
neighbors, or those in power.

How might you draw out this distinction? One that holds humanity accountable to feelings of forgottenness?
One that reminds us that the experience of God depends on willing flesh.We - and others - are let off the
hook when God gets the blame for humanity forgetting each other. Is not a prayer a plea for God to take on
flesh in us and others?

At least, when humans fail to host God, we know “the rocks will cry out” Even when we experience the
feelings of forgottenness of God because humanity does indeed forget - intentionally and not - the pain and
struggle of the oppressed, the presence of God persists through the flesh of the earth.

e Structural - This Sunday will be the last Sunday of Pride month. While the month is traditionally associated
with celebratory resistance, it's important to remember that the roots (and ongoing realities) of Pride are
born from struggles for survival in body and spirit. LGBTQIA people, especially trans people, and most
especially trans women of color, have historically and continue to face incredible barriers to equality in
economics, housing, criminal law, health care, religious belonging, and basic acceptance in society.

This month has been an especially fraught one for trans people - and again, most especially for trans people of
color: It has included mourning the murder of Black trans man, Tony McDade, who was unjustly killed by police
officers in Tallahassee, Fl on May 2/th and the murder of Nina Pop, stabbed to death in Missouri. It included
news of lyanna Dior, a black trans woman, enduring a beating in public with no intervention from onlookers

in Minnesota. It has included the mourning the murder of two Black trans women - Dominique Rem'mie Fells
of Pennsylvania and Riah Milton of Ohio. It has included the release of footage from an event last June when
trans woman Layleen Polanco died at Rikers jail in NY while officers watched without response.

Meanwhile, the famous author of the much-beloved Harry Potter series, | K. Rowling, has gone out of her
way - not for the first time - to explicitly demean trans people in a lengthy public essay after years of more
subtle anti-trans commentary on Twitter. The use of her public platform for such dangerous and misguided
arguments only contributes to larger anti-trans narratives (great rebuttal to these kinds of arguments here).

The attempts to roll back the minimal protectsion in healthcare and housing. were, fortunately, overturned

by the SCTOUS ruling. This is @ major win and is worthy of celebration for the LGBTQIA community - those
who labored to make it so and those who will reep the benefits. But/and, as Jadd Dodd tweeted following the
ruling, “ok trans people can't be fired but are Black trans folks getting hired?”

While trans adults and children across every other sociological identity certainly suffer under anti-trans
conditions and systems, like all systems, they disproportionately affect those who bear the multiple burdens of
misogyny, transphobia, white supremacy, and poverty. The average life expectancy of Black trans women in this
country have is 35 years. Many who are murdered or arrested are also sex workers - a line of work still illegal
in this country, which only makes the lives of sex workers more vulnerable to violence and susceptible to the
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criminal legal system.

For most mainline churches - especially those that are majority white and cis (that is, not trans) and
heterosexual - the experiential gap between life experiences of most in the congregation and the lived reality of
black trans women in this country is vast. So vast that rarely is there any relationship between the communities.

So what does it mean for a congregation that may have little knowledge of or experience in the lives of trans
people - especially trans women of color - to responsibly contribute to calls for systemic and interpersonal
change!?

Like all work that transforms from the roots, it cannot be done quickly or simply if it is done well.

s there significance in a church publicly displaying a sign or banner or naming in worship that “black trans lives
matter?” Perhaps - in bearing witness to what is true, and in contributing to the normalization of calling attention
to black trans lives. But without further action and commitment, this impact fades with the day’s sun.

Black trans women - especially those who are also disabled, immigrants, and living in poverty - live under

so many social systems the devalue and demean their lives. And in most cases, they are betrayed by every
community they are a part of through erasure, prejudice, or the suggestion that justice for them is “too radical”
of a focus.

Among thinking, talk of, or action for:

Women

Immigrants

The LGBTQIA community

Economic justice

Criminal legal system reform

Police brutality

Disability justice

Or any other movement - rarely, if ever, are the needs of Black trans women centered.

We are all so resistant to prioritizing the most marginalized - because for them to be free means the most
change to society, to systems that oppress, and to our own self-understanding. It is far easier to try to address
one of these systems at a time by thinking only or primarily of the ones with the most power among their
marginalized community. But this approach to change will leave out trans women of color every single time.

Because of these patterns which permeate movements across identity and histories, black trans women of color
are almost always the forgotten - even among advocates for justice and among the many communities they are
a part of.

Though this psalm may resonate with many different people across many different experiences and identities
- especially in these days - it's important we also consider the ways we may be accountable to the cries of the
psalmist.

When we listen to this psalmist’s cry, we can ask ourselves, whether in relation to the specific call for solidarity
black trans women make time and time again to which so few us respond - or to the many other cries

of marginalized communities erased by the more privileged among them or altogether ignored by other
communities, how we contribute to a world that leaves anyone feeling as if they have been abandoned even by
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God.

If God's comfort and justice and relationship manifest in and through the world and through people, how are
we accountable to the communities of people who may feel forgotten?

When people who live on the margins of the margins are time and time again ignored in the name of
incremental change, respectability politics, or the sheer ignorance of those with more power, how does the
psalmist’s cry “How long, O God,” land on us? Can we hear in it a call to accountability in our own priorities?
Can we sit with the fact that we may very well be the “enemies” of plenty of communities to whom we feel
compassion for? Each time a liberative call for change is deemed too radical, too fast, or too extreme it means
that those on the outer-most edges will simply have their needs denied. And this happens over and over and
over again. It never seems to be the right time, the right strategy, the right vocabulary, or the tone, or the right
whatever for the kind of change that actually meets the needs of the marginalized among the marginalized.

When we have the power because of social privileges to be a part of choosing radical change the prioritizes
the most marginalized - in need, experience, and their wisdom - but we choose instead the path that looks
and feels most similar to what we know, we live as if an enemy to the freedom of others.

Unless we have been taking serious and radical actions of solidarity in relationship, policy, practice, and
personal transformation, we must begin by sitting with the truth that such psalms are being written and re-
written over and over in the lives of everyone whose call for change we keep from happening.

As activist and black trans woman Raquel Willis recently tweeted:“We will remember those who stood in the
way of this moment of radical change.”

(Want to take an offering to support the work of trans women of color! Great organizations listed here.)

* Personal/Interpersonal - This emotionally intense, sorrowful psalm is surprisingly short for all it packs in.
A whole journey of emotions, in just a few short verses. Lament and faith and fear and trust - though they
are expressed as a linear progression in the psalm, our own humanity makes us capable of feeling beyond the
linear limitations of writing. We know these realities are far messier and more winding when lived rather than
simply read or spoken.

One might wonder how long the psalmist had been sitting in grief before these words came together. They
speak to the kind of pain that spans generations. In actuality and/or in felt-sense.

The psalmist - and perhaps their people - have been suffering for so long that it seems as if they have been
completely abandoned to the violence of their enemy. Handed over, with no intervention of the One they call
God. There must have been so many times before this moment that the same psalmist cried out.

“Help! Come and change this, O God."
But struggle continues.

“Deliver us.
Deliver me.

Let the common good prevaill”

But struggle continues.
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“Bring your justice.
Bring your healing.
Come and comfort.
Come and champion.
Come and set-free.”

But struggle persists.

How much was lost before this psalm was written?
How many times did their prayers go unanswered before they felt forgotten by God?

No doubt, the answer is many. No doubt, the losses, and struggles were mounting. No doubt, the hope for
change was waning.

Joshua Becket writes that “lament is most necessary..when the likelihood of defeat is most palpable.”

Though our faith assures us that there is a plane of existence wherein God simply cannot be overcome, this
in no way protects us from the reality that people are capable of doing horrible things while in power: (And
neither are we promised we aren't those people or capable of becoming those people) There are times and
ways that evil and injustice simply have their way. The damage is done. And the costs are lasting and significant.

Becket goes on, “the urgency of lament is informed by the real possibility of the triumph of injustice, with all of
its concomitant devastation, humiliation, and even death.”

“A proper response to crisis demands self-disclosing candor, not self-censoring courtesy,’ he says.

Lament says things plainly. No room, no time, no energy for polished word-smithing or protecting the feelings
of others. No need, especially, to be careful with prayers to God. There is no way to rest in that trusting space
the psalmist ends in without first laying things bare.

As lament is being practiced in so many different ways across the U.S. and the globe, though the expressions
may be but six verses long, so to speak, they come from a place within that spans great stretches of time and
experience.

In any intimate relationship, troubles must be tended. This includes our relationship to God.When trust is
eroded, things only get worse until mending occurs. And for that mending to be done well, honesty is needed.
What laments between your community and God might need to be practiced in order for there to be an
authentic sense of real grounding and trust, even when “the real possibility of the triumph of injustice” might
draw close?

How might you encourage individuals to take seriously their own need to lament - as a part of their spiritual
practice and relational connection to others and God?

Emmett G. Price Il speaks of the importance of tending this need: There are times when our sense of

desperation and destitution render us inactive, useless, and motionless - when we are in a state of paralysis,
frozen in a helpless and hopeless state.We are so worn with fear and void of courage that our silence is
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deafening [sic]. We are so enraged and mortified that we perpetuate the same division and obstructive

behavior we aim to eradicate..In times of destitution and despair;, our ability to confess our weariness, our
fatigue...is the only opportunity to stay connected to God, even through our rage.”

Words for inspiration:

To build a day

where grief need not be
the midwife who pulls truth
into the light.

- Andrea Gibson

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The Virus Will Win

Atlanta police shooting sparks lethal force debate: Live updates

lowa Legislature Passes | ate-Night Bill Requiring 24-hour Abortion Waiting Period
Opinion: The End of Black Politics

Dear White Men: An Invitation to Resist

Yes, We Literally Mean Abolish the Police

[enfleshed doesn't necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought partners]
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