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TEXTS

June 5, 2022

Acts 2:1-21 or
Genesis | 1:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17, (25-27)

What links the texts this week?

What a blessing it is for these texts to uplift the incalculable ways we, as creatures, are defined by what
we share! The sharing of language unlocks limitless potential - power of cosmological proportions!
Our sharing of ideologies that hold faith in liberation over empire allows us to also share in sibling-
hood with Christ, all of us Children of Creator, sharing yet again in her wondrous creative works. Our
Advocate whom we also share proclaims and instructs us in The Way.We rejoice in the unity we find
by sharing all that is dear to us.

ORDER OFWORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Vibrant God,Alive God,

God of visions and dreams,

God of intimacy,

God of sustaining connections,

God of birdsong and whale song,

God of dance, laughter, art, and play:

Pour your Spirit of Life upon us,

that in our gathering we might live the joy of Holy Relationship.

Opening Prayer

Passionate Spirit, we have witnessed too much destruction and felt too much grief to devote ourselves to
systems that betray thriving. Enliven our imaginations and awaken our senses to your creative presence, that
we might be architects of communities that serve only your life-giving ways. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Dr.Angela Davis says “It is in collectivities that we find reservoirs of hope and optimism.” So let us collect
our resources this day, so that, in a world where systems of oppression count on our cynicism and feelings
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of powerlessness, we might co-create headstrong hope.
Prayer of Dedication

Breathe of Life, as we grieve honestly what is lost, keep us from lasting despair.VWWe hope to praise the
beauty of the world even as we confront its terrors.VWe desire to dig our hands into the rich soil of all that
is living and be blessed by our interdependence.WVe lift our offerings up towards our collective hope. Amen.

Benediction

May Winds of Creativity stir your imagination

May Passion for Living breeze through your front door
May play and intimacy unfold within you,Vibrant Wisdom
For the Kin-dom of God is made by the Wild and Wily,
so let us dance our way towards Transformation.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does your faith community talk about the erotic? Are these conversations inclusive of queer, trans,
and single folks? Where might you find tension or discomfort in these conversations and how can you
help ease that?

* Does your ministry make a point to openly name the systems of dominance that impact vulnerable
populations like pregnant folks? If your community might not be ready for that yet, how can you begin
to prepare them for this level of truth-telling?

*  Would you say that your spiritual community encourages free expression of emotion even when it
could be considered disruptive or strange! How would someone from a charismatic and/or Pentecostal
religious background feel in one of your services?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).
Cosmic - Big Drama God! The Spirit comes with wind and fire and loud shouting.

Pentecost is a feast for the senses, ripe with bright, fiery colors and sound effects and movement, and there is
something about the sensory swirl that draws people to it. People—all kinds of people—come from all around
to witness it.What is this disruption in the carefully patrolled Pax Romana that has occupied Jerusalem?

The images in this passage are “erotic” in the sense intended by Audre Lorde in her essay “The Uses of the
Erotic:The Erotic As Power” She writes about the erotic as a fiery, bright aliveness that works against the
heavy overlay of patriarchy. She compares it to the little packet of bright yellow coloring that could be kneaded
throughout a package of margarine to turn the entire thing yellow.“l find the erotic such a kernel within
myself,” she writes.“When released from its intense and constrained pellet, it flows through and colors my life
with a kind of energy that heightens and sensitizes and strengthens all my experience.”

There is tremendous power in this vibrant aliveness—power that is not about domination but about passion,
even romance and intimacy. Lorde identifies the erotic as something that is often found when doing something
together with other people:“The sharing of joy, whether physical, emotional, psychic, or intellectual, forms a
bridge between the sharers which can be the basis for understanding much of what is not shared between
them, and lessens the threat of their difference.”

This is what happens in Acts 2.Willie James Jennings calls the book of Acts “a revolution of intimacy” in which
the Holy Spirit “replaces our fantasies of power over people with God’s fantasy of our desire for people” The
act of speaking someone else’s language—as the disciples do in this passage— is a startling gesture of their
desire for intimacy, he says. It involves humility and vulnerability, a willingness to stumble along in language that
feels unfamiliar in the mouth.

| find myself thinking about what it means to take another’s “tongue” into our own mouths. Is there any greater
intimacy? This is the power of the erotic.

This is the power that comes upon the followers of Jesus, suddenly, as they are hiding together in the safe
house in Jerusalem.This is the power that makes them, suddenly, unafraid to speak out, to speak to (not at) a
whole multitude of people in a way that inspires as astounding 3,000 people to join the movement.

When have you experienced the power of the erotic, in Lorde’s sense, to bring people together? Have you
ever been tempted to scoff “They are filled with new wine” when witnessing an explosion of the erotic? What
made you afraid? How would you describe the risk?

Have you felt this kind of erotic Holy Spirit power move in your spiritual community? VWhat are the forces
that work against it? Lorde identifies the suppression of the erotic with patriarchy, and we might add white
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supremacy and heteronormativity as an extension of her argument that the erotic must be suppressed
because otherwise it would be too disruptive to the oppressive status quo:

“For once we begin to feel deeply all the aspects of our lives, we begin to demand from ourselves and from
our life-pursuits that they feel in accordance with that joy which we know ourselves to be capable of. Our
erotic knowledge empowers us, becomes a lens through which we scrutinize all aspects of our existence,
forcing us to evaluate those aspects honestly in terms of their relative meaning within our lives.And this

is a grave responsibility, projected from within each of us, not to settle for the convenient the shoddy, the
conventionally expected, nor the merely safe.”

How can you use this Pentecost Sunday as an opportunity to cultivate the erotic within your community?
Resources:

For more on the erotic in this passage, see “The New Wine of Intimacy” episode of the SUR|J Faith podcast
The Word Is Resistance from May 31, 2020:_https://soundcloud.com/thewordisresistance/twir-53 1 20-the-new-

wine-of-intimacy

Structural - Preaching about the erotic, or even using that word, would be risky in most traditional
churches. Since at least the time of Augustine, Christendom has joined forces with other oppressive
ideologies to suppress the erotic by rendering it taboo, or confining it, as Lorde says, to the bedroom, and
then only between the much touted “one man and one woman” who are married in the overreaching eyes
of church and state.

This suppression of the erotic by the church, in collaboration with other oppressive forces, has a whole

lot to do with another overreaching of church and state, this one into the bodies of people with uteruses.
The final decision regarding Roe v Wade is likely to come sometime in the weeks immediately following
Pentecost. Can reading this passage through Audre Lorde’s concept of the erotic point us toward some way
of understanding one another across this particularly contentious divide?

Roe vWade has been opposed by both Catholic and evangelical branches of the church, though the most
vociferous and politically influential condemnation of the 1973 Supreme Court decision has been from
Southern evangelicals. In a recent NPR interview, gender studies professor Kristin Kobes DuMez, herself
an evangelical Christian, explains that views on abortion among evangelicals were much more complex and
diverse in the 1960s and 1970s.With the rise of second-wave feminism, she suggests, the issue of abortion
became linked to women’s liberation, a direct threat to the separate gender roles that were, and in many
ways still are, key to the evangelical understanding of the world. Patriarchy was at risk.

Also key to the Religious Right’s adoption of the anti-abortion crusade—and to the rise of the Religious
Right in general— was a perceived threat to white supremacy. In the 1970s,a number of evangelical
institutions were at risk of losing their tax-exempt status because of their refusal to admit Black people.
These included, for example, Bob Jones University, as well as “Christian” academies founded so that white
parents didn’t have to send their children to integrated public schools (sometimes called segregation
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academies). Outraged at this intrusion of government into their racist institutions, evangelicals targeted then-
President Jimmy Carter. However, they knew that defense of racial segregation in their schools was unlikely
to be popular enough to defeat Carter and elect Ronald Reagan, so they hit upon abortion as a linchpin issue
that could swing the election in their favor.

Patriarchy and white supremacy are all bound up in Christian opposition to Roe v Wade.

The erotic movement of the Holy Spirit is a direct affront to patriarchy and white supremacy.The erotic
brings people together across their differences (see Lorde’s essay). In this week’s scripture, the erotic Holy
Spirit speaks to and unites people from many nations, all of whom are suffering under the boot of the Roman
empire. It manifests as another source of power entirely, one that is rooted not in domination but in the love
of life as represented in love for the crucified Jesus. Holy Spirit power comes in defense of sacred flesh.

“There are many kinds of power, used and unused, acknowledged or otherwise,” writes Lorde.“The erotic is
a resource within each of us that lies in a deeply female [sic] and spiritual plane, firmly rooted in the power of
our unexpressed or unrecognized feeling.”

Could a reclaiming of the erotic, and of the sacredness of flesh—all flesh—Ilead us to a new way of thinking
and talking about reproductive justice—one that honors the sanctity of both fetus and pregnant person while
recognizing how patriarchy and the misogyny it propagates makes it necessary to provide legal protection of
the rights of people who have uteruses?

Resources:

This piece attempts to break through the polarizing “life of the fetus” versus “life of the pregnant person”
debate.

Flanagan, Caitlin.“The Dishonesty of the Abortion Debate:VWhy We Need to Face the Best Arguments from
the Other Side.” The Atlantic December 2019.Accessed 10 May 2022. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
archive/2019/12/the-things-we-cant-face/600769/?fbclid=IwARQ-VMRITaz-VIsT | aPXHIfNIzVWeEXt8-Vli3ga-

/EIShDGfDjOH IUXY | hl

Interpersonal - The Holy Spirit of Love and Transformation meets us in the space between the No Longer
and the Not Yet, between the loss of the old way and the birth of the new, in the time of grief, fear; and
uncertainty.

Peter, James, John, and the others who are “gathered together in one place” in this scripture passage are
caught between those places. The dream of a new kin-dom of love and justice appears to have been lost.

To try to continue to live into the dream they had been invested in is dangerous; would Rome come for
them, too, as proclaimers of an alternative political order? They are carrying trauma from the brutality they
witnessed on Calvary.And yet, they can’t quite imagine going back to their old lives.They have seen too much.
The old way feels hollow. So they are holed up in a safe house in Jerusalem, grieving and feeling lost.

How many of us know what it is like to lose a dream—the dream of a long-term romantic relationship,

the dream of a career or a movement or a community, or just the dream of life continuing in the way it
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did before 2020, or before that beloved person died, or before our eyes were opened to the injustice
underpinning our previously unquestioned way of life?

The veil has been pulled back on so much in the past few years.What the disciples knew, we are starting to
know:When you encounter the truth (witnessed in Jesus’ life, teaching, ministry, and death or in so many
other prophetic people, beings and happenings), it changes you.What truths have you encountered that
make it impossible for you and your community members to keep living the same way? When have you felt
the way close ahead of you without a map for where else to go?

What do we do in the space between the No Longer and the Not Yet?

The followers of Jesus gathered together in one place.We will never know the conversations they had

in the Upper Room, but we can have our own. How do we make sense of the ruptures in our lives,
individually and collectively? Can we gather with others who are going through similar disorientation and be
honest about how we are feeling—the fear, the grief, the longing, the fragile hope countered by doubt and
despair? Can we resist recourse to the snide irony that pokes fun at earnest expression of emotion (“They
are drunk on new wine”)?

These conversations, if we dare to have them honestly, open up a space for the Holy Spirit to descend and
point us in a new direction. It happened in Jerusalem, which means it can happen where we are.

There can be no doubt that something happened to those gathered in the Safe House that morning.
Suddenly, no longer afraid, the disciples-turned-apostles are preaching and teaching at the top of their lungs
with such clarity that people can understand the message in spite of language barriers.

Out of no way, God makes a way, and it may look nothing like what we imagined.

This moment that looks like defeat—can it be the beginning of a new thing God doing? For example, could
the end of that job or relationship open up space for you to focus on the new project the Spirit has been
nudging you toward? Could the Supreme Court’s impending overturn of Roe vVWade be an opportunity to
organize mutual aid for people who may need to travel for abortions and build relationships that otherwise
would never have formed?

Sometimes the answer is not to force a solution. Sometimes you have to linger in the No Longer but Not
Yet, feel the grief and the fear, build relationship, move through the trauma while being held in community,

and trust that the promised power will come when the time is right.

Of one thing we can be sure:The story is not over yet.
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Words for inspiration:

Reflect on the role of the mouth, eros, and the spoken word in Esperanza Spalding’s “ToTide US Over”
Lyrics only are also available.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The future is post-VWestern
‘Death sentence’: Doctors in Sri Lanka decry medicine shortage
Department of Interior releases first report detailing US Indian boarding schools

Pope’s apology is a start, but the Church has a long way to go to atone for the horrors of Indian
boarding schools

Bombshell 400-page report finds Southern Baptist leaders routinely silenced sexual abuse survivors

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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