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TEXTS

June 12, 2022

Proverbs 8:1-4,22-3
Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

What links the texts this week?

What Good News it is that the Holy One and Source of all the universe is pleased by us, Their creation!
They do not consider us with disgust or, perhaps worse, They are not indifferently inconsiderate of us.
Wisdom personified in Proverbs rejoices that God delights in humanity! For the Great | Am to have
poured Her love onto us, we must be pretty important! Humans must be worthy of love, care, and
protection. Our glorious inheritance from our All-Loving Parent serves as our affirmation. Blessed be!

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

We say to God our Rock,
why do we feel forgotten?

Why must we go on mourning,
oppressed by systems dealing in death?

Our tears have been our food
day and night.

Within our souls,
deep calls out to deep.

Oh, Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer,
Hear the cries of our hearts and lead us in the ways of freedom

Opening Prayer

What words do we have, oh God, when we already feel as if we’ve been scraping the bottom of the barrel
for hope. Our bodies and our spirits cannot comprehend the enormity of loss around us. Bless our grief,
our rage, and our getting through. Bless our connection, our rest, and our ordinary joy amidst the rubble.
Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

Systems of Control are too big and greedy to care about the preciousness of each particular life. And so,
we will care for each other all the more fiercely. Let us gather our offerings in reverence of the wonderful
particularity of each living being and lift our hearts to the uniqueness of those who have gone before us.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Spirit, guide us in your ways of truth and life.WWe remember Mary Oliver who wrote of a flower being
obedient to the holiest of laws: be alive until you are not. Bless our collected resources towards your life-
honoring ways that all might experience days infused with vivid aliveness. Amen.

Benediction

In your grief, in your rage, in your fatigue:

You are not alone.

When you feel despair, when you have handfuls of questions:
You are not alone.

For the Living God weeps and plots with us

and in ways ordinary and extraordinary,

we co-create Her story of redemption.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Articulate the significance of the Trinity as though speaking to someone with no theological education.
Try it again, imagining that this person is angry at God because their material needs routinely go unmet.
What does your explanation focus on and why? Where might it be appropriate not to offer any expla-
nation at all?

* In what ways can your ministry begin practicing radical communal or shared ownership of its resources
in a way that honors or repairs relationships and glorifies God?

* Can you map the origins of your core religious and political beliefs? VWhat do the communities that
share your beliefs tell you about yourself?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - Oh how the militant trinitarians will soon be beside themselves.These are some of the few words
spoken by Christ that concrete the foundation for Christianity’s Musk-level wealth of trinitarian speculations.
Which is what ultimately they are even though you wouldn’t be able to tell in many of the surrounding
discourse and debate.Theologians pride themselves on having discovered the right trinitarian formula, and
some seminary professors will draw such convoluted diagrams of the trinity’s relationships that chemists
squirm at their sight.

Where | poke fun as a means of cautioning us trinitarian Christians is first out of concern for those that don’t
have access to education in the intricacies of trinitarian theology that cannot be easily explained. If our entire
faith hinges on doctrine that is more often explained “incorrectly” than correctly (when it is explained at all),
is there enough that distinguishes us from gnostic esoterica that was branded as heresy? Whether the three
persons of the Godhead are three flavors of the same sno cone substance or three forms of the same H20
molecule or three (dys)functions of a three-in-one body wash/shampoo/conditioner ... where do the lowly
find liberation in any of these theories? What does humanity gain by someone getting it “right”? How did we
figure a scriptural mandate that the 21st century reader should view the first century texts as immutable
theological treatise especially a passage like this that seeks to convey how our Creator has so much more to
share with us.

Jesus is proclaiming the coming of the Holy Spirit to ensure the disciples that divine creative work continues
beyond his bodily departure.Yet in it, we expect a level of objectivity that was likely never the goal of the text,
its authors, or its characters. For modern iterations of this lofty expectation, | partly blame western academia
that has made a commodity of authority and, with no regard to the metaphysicality of the subject matter,
demands defenses for dissertations that might be more conclusive than what is beneficial for a field of study
like theology.A larger amount of credit for the Christian expectation of a clearly delineated trinitarian doctrine
is the Church Fathers’ response to Arian “heresy”.

This was/is a form of unitarianism that did not consider Jesus equally divine or of the same uncreated
substance as God was considered a threat to “proper” orthodoxy as argued by church fathers who needed a
divine Jesus to be the same as God to prevent polytheism and enable humanity’s reconciliation to the divine via
the cross.Womanist and other Black liberation theologians have since problematized suffering as a means to
reconciliation which should promt us to reconsider, as we do with the US constitution, whether Christianity’s
founding fathers were best equipped to make such permanent doctrinal determinations.What, then, does that
mean for how we articulate Trinitarian faith to ensure, first, that we aren’t perpetuating supremacist postures
that seek to other and cast out as “heretics” and second, that it remains Good News even to our most
vulnerable siblings?

Structural - While | may not be inclined to recommend this text be read so literally as primary source
material on which to build an all-encompassing theological framework, we can still find immeasurable value
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in the nature of trinitarian relationship it presents.While it makes few irrefutable claims offering useful
explanation of Christianity’s central “three-in-one” belief, it does present a core character trait of divinity
itself where we can discover limitless potential for liberation.

She will glorify me because she will take what is mine and declare it to you.All that the Source has is mine. For this
reason, | said that she will take what is mine and declare it to you. (16:14-15)

So whose is it? Is it God’s? Jesus’? The Spirit’s? Ours? Yes.Yes it is.Who gets to use it first! Everybody.
When? Always. And this is the glory of God that there is no differentiation between what belongs to
Source, the “Son”, Spirit, or disciples (verse 14). Our God is an intimate community.

Some of you might have rightly deduced that | am not of any advanced age. | moved out of my parents’
house for the second time last year which should be permanent provided that capitalism is kind to me -
certainly not a favor it is obliged to. Those of you who are close to adult-lescents like myself may be familiar
with this dynamic where, after staying at my parents’ house for any length of time, | entitle myself to any
useful goods | find around the family home. | never ask for permission, but I’'m kind enough to avoid items
whose absence might incur a level of grief.Where my budget suggests | primarily drink kool-aid, | know

my parents to be resilient enough to get by with two fewer cartons of the dulcet treasure that is white
cranberry juice.What's theirs is therefore mine, and this is a ritual that they would rather delight in than
police - first because they want me to have nice things and second because | am effortlessly sneaky.

This is possible because we are intimately related. In their overflowing love, they genuinely want to ease

my burden of survival, and they trust that | will not strip the house entirely bare.The closeness of our
relationship guarantees my awareness of which items would most sorely missed should | rehome them.
They know my use of whatever items | take, is a good use even if | am only consuming them. For them, my
enjoyment of the products is well worth the easily-recovered losses. The line between what is theirs and
mine is so easily blurred, perhaps most of all, because | am the two of them combined. Genetically speaking,
| am my parents.

Scarcity, precarity, abuse, and mistrust have infirmed many families with a perceived or genuine need to
adopt a more capitalistic understanding of ownership where each individual must pull their own weight and
work for the pleasures they individually seek. These same principalities have infected our human family with
a fear of embracing such close relations with one another. Capitalism’s rugged individualist core has made
the notion of ownership so insular that many Americans believe that to share something is to relinquish
ownership of it. This may explain the squalid state of many our public spaces like restrooms, parks, even
churches that fall into abysmal conditions when no one is designated as responsible for their cleanliness.
While if you were to visit a close friend or sibling, you probably are much more likely to pick up trash you
find on their property. Relationship creates responsibility - ownership.

Christ’s declaration of co-ownership with the Parent, Spirit, and disciples is a blueprint for all of humanity to

also practice radical co-owenership. Imagine how we would embody a responsibility for enacting liberation
if we considered all of the earth’s inhabitants our children and siblings. If we knew that all creatures were
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entitled to all the good that this world has to offer, would we be so eager to possess land or homes or
churches under private and protected ownership? What if Christians actually embodied a belief that such a
rejection of private ownership glorifies the divine? This goes beyond “generosity” which transfers ownership
but it challenges the capitalistic understanding of ownership altogether, especially as we know so many of our
siblings to be lacking basic necessities. Our delay is a declaration that we do not believe them to be deserving.
May the lines of individuality be blurred only for the liberation of the collective.

Interpersonal - You do not express on your own but declare whatever you apprehend from others.
(Adjusted to second person from verse |3)

Who said it first?

I've only gone semi-viral a couple of times, and once was very unexpectedly when | literally transcribed a joke
from a Tiktok | saw on Instagram. Not at all passing off the joke as my own, | told the joke to twitter where it
amassed about 20k likes - a lot for my tiny account with 300 followers.While there were several annoyances
that came with this unexpected visibility, | noticed a trend where masculine folks, usually but not always white,
would reply to tell me that a comedian performed this joke years ago.These fans or sympathizers of this
comedian were invested in ensuring the comedian was credited for the joke. But this wasn’t a long, elaborate
joke. It was a controversial musing about Jesus being traumatized during his return if he were to see so many
crosses casually decorating our modern day. | found the delivery in the tiktok hilarious, and I, perhaps to folks’
surprise, knew nothing of comedian Bill Hicks when | shared the joke.

This began to frustrate me, not because | don’t believe in citing as an ethic, but because Black people have
seldom been properly credited for our individual and communal discoveries. | also found it grating that these
commenters couldn’t fathom that this joke may not have been unique enough to even belong to a single
person - that multiple people could not have conceived such an amusingly scandalous thought independent
of one another since the initial popularization of cross/Christ-related religious iconography in the fourth
century. Even more aggravating is that | know that Black people have done more communal intellectual
work that located the trauma of the cross in our community well before this comedian would have rose to
whatever fame he had which is why it was predominantly Black people sharing, responding to, and laughing

at the joke with me. Our community was able to receive this joke in a unique way because of our shared
experience in expropriating the trauma of the cross from the schemes of whiteness to help rediscover our
subjectivity in light of the cultural erasures of the middle passage and the neo-crucifix of the lynching tree. So
who owns the joke now, Chad?

*deep ancestral sigh*

One does not simply own ideas. People can articulate ideas and give them names and be credited for analyzing
them - we usually call these people scholars. But if some indigenous community had popularized the same
idea amongst themselves before they endured genocide by colonizers, how would thier contributions be
credited? If the idea had been written in one of the countless libraries that was burned to ash by colonizers,
it might be easy for these colonizers to “rediscover” this idea and make a lot of money from it, right? I'll
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reassert here that acedemia does not merchandise knowledge but authority.

You probably have ideas, and there is a strong likelihood that you have opinions, too.You may have had
these revelations without any person teaching the information to you, and that could be a beautiful thing.
Another beautiful characteristic of humanity is that we are inherently communal which means that none
of our thoughts, even those most divinely inspired, occur in a vaccum. Even your least externally influenced
thoughts were born of external circumstances created and shared by other people. So when Jesus posits
in verse |3 that Spirit only delivers to us what her Sources say just as Jesus himself only spoke that which
was first disseminated from the Source, Jesus isn’t portraying Spirit as a sheepish copycat who can’t speak
for herself, Christ is communicating that the Good News passed down straight from Creator because
restorative ideology is conceived and preserved in community, not by individuals.

For instance, some of you reading this may identify with the community of abolitionists. Today, to be an
abolitionist is to believe that the prison industrial complex (PIC) can and must be abolished. This idea takes
its name directly from slavery abolitionists who believed that chattel slavery can and must be abolished.
PIC abolitionists recognize police and prisons as modern extensions of chattel slavery, and therefore

use the same name for the idea because of this historically proven link between the institutions.VWho
originally popularized abolition? Enslaved Africans in the VWestern Hemisphere were among its more recent
proponents, but weren’t enslaved Hebrew children in ancient Egypt also abolitionists? It was the same idea
even if the language didn’t exist yet. Modern abolitionists have intentionally aligned themselves with these
disenfranchised populations across the globe whose material conditions birthed anti-slavery movements
across millennia.

Doing this work of mapping the origins and resurgences of any idea is remarkably complex, and the
information is not always easy or free to access. In many cases, the pathway to the information has been
gatekept by academia with hefty tolls imposed on these routes to enlightenment. Despite this, all who share
ideas, especially under lofty titles and platforms like many faith leaders, should undertake the difficult work
of knowing whose words you may be repeating whether in the form of religious doctrine or your “personal”
thoughts.To be a responsible sharer of ideas is to be a historian to the degree that you know whose legacy
your rhetoric upholds. Is it that of freedom fighters or fascists? Revolutionaries or reactionaries?

Who first articulated and/or popularized your ideas? Start with those that inform your core values or faith
practice.What did they adopt that belief in response to? What is that community like? What were they able
to accomplish? What groups did they exclude and harm? The answers to these questions are important to
you because by examining the communities that have popularized the ideas you hold dear, there is a good
chance that you are gazing at your own reflection.
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Bibliography?

| am grieving recent events and in the process of moving, so forgive the lack of citable sources. But in
the spirit of my sentiments here, these ideas are brought to you by Black enslaved folk religionists who
influenced Black liberation theologians like James Cone, people like my several friends who never found
trinitarian theology accessible or useful, Pentecostal tradition that democratizes the divine through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Womanist Theologians like Delores Williams and all she influenced after
her, Duke Divinity School theology professors like Edgardo Colén Emeric who is influenced by countless
theologians like Justo Gonzalez, Oscar Romero, and Kathryn Tanner who are influenced by countless
religious communities respectively...You get the idea. | appreciate the grace this month. Love y’all <3

Words for inspiration:

“Few, if any, of the early Church Fathers grounded their christological arguments in the concrete history of
Jesus of Nazareth. Consequently, little is said about the significance of his ministry to the poor as a definition
of his person.The Nicene Fathers showed little interest in the christological significance of Jesus’ deeds for
the humiliated, because most of the discussion took place in the social context of the Church’s position as
the favored religion of the Roman State.”

- James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Greek Government to build extension wall on the border with Turkiye
Turkish group gives free eye care treatment to thousands of displaced Syrians
The El Salvador diaries: The psychology of mass incarceration

Traumatised families demand reforms after Ecuador prison riots

No African universidade listed for new UK visa scheme

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical faith-rooted strategist and
spiritual

activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing cultures.
As an Interfaith Coordinator in higher education, they love being
immersed in cooperative interfaith dialogue while creating restorative
space for those marginalized within their respective faith institutions.
She’s also an amateur poet, nap-taker, and time-bender. She hails from
middle-class suburbs in the stolen Appamattuck and Arrohatec lands
outside of Richmond, VA and now resides in unceeded Osage land out-
side of Pittsburgh, PA. Follow her on Facebook and Twitter for more
content and updates!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.
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