Liturgy that Matters
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TEXTS

May 22, 2022

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10,22-22:5
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

What links the texts this week?

Blessed be our God who insists upon abundance and care for Her people. She meets our needs even
in Her Sabbath leisure, as do Her trees bearing twelve fruit varieties twelve months of the year sym-
bolizing total provision.Where our systems do not offer our siblings an equal opportunity to pursue
pools of healing, we may see to the lifting of the lowly knowing that our Mother’s trees hold healing
power in each vein of every leaf.We were made for fullness that, rather than requiring disability be
“fixed,” demands that no one is left behind in the pursuit of liberation. So, the people praise, and the
nations sing for joy in awe of the Goodness of our Creator.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

God who expresses Themself in the Sacred Wisdom of our bodies,
Who longs for our physical and emotional needs to be met with kindness:

When the Wicked Ways of the world overwhelm us,
Guard our spirits from resignation.

When oppression remains the law of the land,
Fan the flames of our anger into acts of solidarity.

Let us gather with each other and with God --
For in us and between us, the Spirit Lives and Moves.

Opening Prayer

Oh, God, unravel within us any urge to assert power over another.Awaken us to our connection -- the
vulnerability and wonder of being a creature on a planet, in a solar system, in this corner of the cosmos.
Enliven within us a curiosity about the ways of gentleness and mutuality. Ancient God of Becoming, guide us
towards Connecting Love this day and each day.Amen.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Invitation to Offering

Member of the Potawatomi Nation and Scholar, Robin Wall Kimmerer, writes The trees act not as
individuals, but somehow as a collective. Exactly how they do this, we don’t yet know. But what we see

is the power of unity.What happens to one happens to us all. We can starve together or feast together.
People of God, let us bring our offerings forward, led by the example of trees, that we might feast together
with all of creation.

Prayer of Dedication

Spirit of Creation, may our gifts of money and wise-action flow unfettered to where they are needed. May
we dance open-heartedly with the ebb and flow of giving and receiving, for our thriving is intertwined.
Amen.

Benediction

Let us go forth, dreaming of and co-creating a day
When all bodies are lovingly supported,

When systems of dominance turn to compost,

And when all the trees of the field clap their hands
As we find our right place in Sacred Interdependence.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Whose visions for the future does your faith community most readily and frequently follow? How can
you shift this to further center those of the most marginalized?

*  What is your community’s proximity to wealth and power? How do you employ your access to
resources for the benefit of targeted populations? What collective measures can you take to increase
this?

*  Would you say that your current approach to vision casting for your community posits the state as
a primary solution? How can you shift your ministry into deeper community with your neighbors in
need?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Jess Cook (they/them/ey/em).
Cosmic = Does God still move through visions?

| recently heard a colleague recount an experience she had while auditing a course with Dr. Katie Cannon. Dr.
Cannon welcomed any people from the community to audit her classes, as long as they agreed to participate
in all of the readings, assignments, and discussions that came with the course.The result was often an inter-
generational, multi-racial, ecumenical classroom where the wisdom of Black women was woven into every
conversation. My colleague, a white woman, was telling me about how, toward the end of the semester, she
asked how these women had maintained such deep faith and joy in the midst of so many difficulties they'd
experienced in their lives.

Dr. Cannon replied:“What you need to understand. .. is that we believe God is real”

| laughed, remembering so many semesters | sat in Dr. Cannon’s classrooms, and how her steady faith and
wisdom became an invitation to see the reality of God in not only her story, but in my own.When we tell the
stories that have led us to believe in the reality of God, they tend to make an impact on those whose hearts
are ready to receive them.

Acts 16:9-16 begins with a vision. Paul gets a message from a man in Macedonia calling for help, and with the
kind of immediacy that can only be fueled by the Spirit, Paul and his companions go.This is only Paul’s second
journey, but he knows enough by now that when the Spirit opens a way, the way will be clear. Like water
moving through hardening landscapes, the Spirit of the living God will always find a way to make smooth.

| admit I've been leery in the past of people who say they’ve had visions.And yet, as | move along a journey of
healing from the ways white supremacy and capitalism have created such dis-ease within me, | find there to be
much more room for the Spirit in my daily life. As healing happens, | find my own vision to be expanding, to see
a world that is possible beyond the chaos of the present moment.Yet, it’s only when | am still, when | step
away from the chaos of the world that | am able to connect with the deeper wisdom that awaits.

As | learn to be still and to listen (rather than looking for what | am supposed to DO), | am much more
attuned to the rhythms of the world around me and to the movement of the Spirit beneath it all. The more
attuned | am, the more | begin to understand that | am a part of this place;and, as such, | am a part of God who
created all that is, was, and ever will be.We are all parts of God.The more | learn to BE with the reality that
we are all connected, the more | hear, see, smell, taste, and touch the reality of God in it all.

And in that light, | realize | am not leery of people who say they’ve had visions, but of a church that has
distorted those visions to such an extent that they’ve been made to serve a message they were never
intended to serve. May we begin to trust those dreams and visions which are holy gifts, foretastes of a world
beyond this current landscape, and may those dreams be our guides into creating that world together.
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Structural - In the summer of 2020, | started noticing a trend in conversations with pastor colleagues,
many of whom were progressive, faithful, white women. In conversation after conversation, | heard women
talk about their anxiety over how to be a minister through this time (not many of us learn in seminary how
to pastor during the apocalypse).

Many of these same folks were also struggling as it became clear that all the intellectual work they'd done
around anti-racism was, in fact, intellectual, and offered no real basis for how to embody the kind of healing
it would take to realize a new way of being. It’s difficult to perceive a way ahead when the ground beneath
you is crumbling. It can be wearisome to envision a new world when you’ve been traumatized into
believing the current one is the only option.

Lydia is a woman, a faithful person and leader among the gaggle convened on the riverbank in Macedonia
on that Sabbath morning. She has some wealth, dealing that purple cloth to folks who can afford it.Yet, she’s
still a merchant, so she has access to more wealth than she herself possesses.

She’s also willing to listen to someone with views strikingly different than her own.As history likes to
point out, Lydia is the first European convert to Christianity, which in many ways makes her a model for
progressive white women.As such, how might Lydia be a guide for our circumstances today? She has a
heart willing to listen and a voice willing to speak. God enables her to receive the message of liberation
and to carry that message out.

Given her access to royalty, it’s a safe assumption that Lydia would have been a threat to Paul and
company; and yet, her willingness to listen is enough for God to open her heart to the message she needs
and to spread that message to the world.

Starting a new worshiping community reminds me of the gift of not ever having done things a certain way
before.We are free of tradition, in a space of awe and wonder at what the Spirit will do next. I've heard

a few pastors of long-established churches lament that they'd love to try a new thing in the way their
congregation worships but are reticent to broach the idea. Often these sparks of imagination are gifts of
the Spirit, nudges toward something waiting to be born. Rather than being snuffed out, it is those flames
which need to be fanned, those fires which will spark the collective imagination we so desperately need.

Interpersonal - The last two years have been hell for all of us.The collective trauma we have experienced
has created an unprecedented pivot point in history. It is time to move beyond envisioning a new world
together into actually building that world.

If there is to be a future, it will lie beyond the lies of capitalism and white supremacy, into the truth of
interdependence, reverence for life and all creation, and it will be a world where every child will be born

with the opportunities to enable them to live into the people they were created to be.

Paul’s willingness to trust his vision makes manifest the abundance waiting.
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How do we trust a vision? Maybe it feels like a hunch, or an idea that often people will say makes no sense
because it exists beyond the realm of what we’ve declared is possible.

In a_video she recently posted to Instagram, adrienne maree brown offered a message of encouragement

around the leaked Supreme Court documents indicating the impending overturn of Roe v.Wade, and all the
implications therein.

brown puts it simply: “Black feminists got us...we’ve been working non-stop, tirelessly to shift our
perspective...stop thinking the state is going to be the solution to any problem. Community is the answer.”

If we are to have a future at all, it will be guided by the imaginations of those who have the capacity to
perceive beyond the reality of our present circumstances. It isn’t Lydia’s vision but the vision brought by
those who had been strangers, that she follows.We must trust the collective movement of the Spirit and
trust the imagination of those who can perceive beyond the fallacy of capitalism and white supremacy in
favor of the lush, green life of Jesus everywhere.

For many of us, this will be a jarring process, and will begin only when we start prioritizing healing over profit.
It will not be easy, but it will be rich, and it will bring the kind of healing that can and will change the world.
Lydia is wise because she listens to the wisdom of those who have trusted the vision, and who are working
to embody that vision in the world. Lydia doesn’t have a vision. Not everyone is going to have visions, and
that’s ok. The wisdom lies in trusting those who can perceive a way past this suffering of this world into the
reality of abundant life offered as freely as the breeze is given to a cool evening in the spring.

Yet, how do we know? How can we distinguish one person’s vision from another person’s vanity? How do we
keep ourselves in check? We do so in community, for one, and by listening to the voices of those who'’ve been
most marginalized by systems of oppression.We then work to dismantle those systems as we build a new
way together. It often scares us a bit, because sharing a vision can be scary, especially when it’s beyond the
collective imagination of the moment.The truest guide for any vision is whether it plays a role in creating a
world where all creation sings together in a chorus of abundant life.

Words for inspiration:

Reflect on the indigo-stained fingers of Rhada Blank’s moving Met Gala look. @Blacksoulsista2 on Twitter says

of the expertly arranged ensemble,“Rhada Blank didn’t get the recognition she deserved, This queen is out
here with indigo stained fingers and a machete. She came representing the Gullah Geechee people in a Gild-
ed Age.And it went over a lot of our heads. The Gullah Geechee are still fighting for the rights to their land
till this day! This is a revolutionary look.”
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https://www.instagram.com/tv/CdI6sS2FoAt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://fashionsfromhistory.tumblr.com/post/683340969336307712/radha-blank-was-very-much-on-theme-but-yall

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The NATO to TikTok Pipeline: Why is TikTok Employing So Many National Security Agents?

Florida gave voting rights to people with felony convictions. Now some face charges for voting.
Capitalism has always wanted to control our bodies

How Latin American women are winning the battle for abortion rights

ISRAEL CHARGES PALESTINIAN JOURNALISTS WITH INCITEMENT — FOR DOING THEIR JOBS

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Rev. Jess Cook (they/them/ey/em) is a pastor at Every Table,a new
worshiping community in Richmond,VA. Jess has over a decade of expe-
rience creating space with and for LGBTQIA+ people.Their call is to
help facilitate spaces where reconciliation is possible and where every-
one is seen and honored in the fullness of who they are. Jess loves
people, liturgy that means something, and spaces that invite us to bring
our whole selves, whoever we are and wherever we come from. Jess
lives in Richmond,VA with their partner, kiddo, dog, cat, and bearded
dragon named Stubbs.

Hailing from East Texas and a lifelong Presbyterian, Jess holds a Master
of Divinity from Union Presbyterian Seminary, a Master of Fine Arts in
Photography from the University of North Texas, and a Bachelors of
Fine Arts in Studio Art from Baylor. Jess was the first non-binary person
ordained as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the PC(USA).

Follow them on IG and TikTok @revjesscook

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.mintpressnews.com/nato-tiktok-pipeline-why-tiktok-employing-national-security-agents/280336/
https://religionnews.com/2022/04/23/movement-to-build-affordable-housing-on-church-land-reaches-florida/
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/florida-gave-voting-rights-people-felony-convictions-now-some-face-charges-voting
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/castles-capitalists
https://therealnews.com/capitalism-has-always-wanted-to-control-our-bodies
https://therealnews.com/how-latin-american-women-are-winning-the-battle-for-abortion-rights
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/5/2/april_heat_wave_breaks_records_india
https://theintercept.com/2022/04/05/israel-palestine-journalists-incitement/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=theintercept&utm_medium=social
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/4/29/headlines/oklahoma_gop_approves_6_week_abortion_ban_with_10_000_bounty_for_reporting_violators
http://revmollybolton.com
http://revmollybolton.com

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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