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Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

**********Oh no! We made a mistake. :( This issue reflects on Luke 24:44-53 which is not included in 
lectionary texts for May 29, 2022 but was intended for Ascension Day which is May 26th. This was 
entirely our error in calendaring and we sincerely apologize for this mistake! You can access our 2019 
issue on the Revelation text byclicking here.*********

What links the texts this week? 

We encounter this week’s sacred scriptures as abolitionist texts both to undermine the exploitation 
of an enslaved child and to release the captives who sought her freedom. So is the sovereignty of our 
Creator that consumes the enemies of the oppressed like fire, leaving nothing but thick black smoke. 
From the ashes, we, in unity with both Creator and creation, can cultivate life anew - life abundant and 
everlasting!

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

All you who are yearning for connection,
craving rest, dreaming of communities of compassion, come.

For God’s Wisdom longs to be inherited. 
God’s Liberation longs to be danced with. 

God’s Anger longs for reparations to be made.
God’s Peace longs to be sunk into. 

Come, let us worship the Beloved,
for God is our desire for Transformative Love.

Opening Prayer

Holy Spirit, when we panic over the systems of harm unfolding before us, sooth us, that we might act, not 
in knee-jerk haste but out of the grounding of Your Eternal Wisdom. Invite us towards what is ours to do. 
Release within us what is not ours to do. As we co-labor for justice, enable us to protect our rest and 
our play, for we desire liberation for all beings. Amen.

https://enfleshed.com/wp-content/uploads/woocommerce_uploads/2019/06/June2-uvoesk-qbjpb5.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to Offering

Poet Jericho Brown wrote the line, “All my anxiety is separation anxiety.” May our shared resources ease 
the anxiety of feeling isolated in our struggles. May they be a reminder that no being is detached from the 
Cosmic Whole. Let us bring forth our offerings in the spirit of solidarity. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Living Christ, our heartstrings are tugged in all directions.We wrestle with how to live when we have 
inherited patterns of harm. Remind us that we, too, are inheritors of Creativity, Love, and Imagination. May 
our collected resources offer a legacy of Love. Amen.

Benediction

The last thing the Resurrected Christ did before departing from his Beloveds was to offer them a blessing. 
And so, may our interactions with each other be a blessing. May our words and our actions flow like water, 
like honey, like fragrant oil into the lives of our communities. Go forth in Blessing.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

• Does your spiritual community only speak of the humanity of the divine in relation to Jesus? How can
you push back against this limitation in ways that acknowledge the incarnation as ongoing?

• What religious cultures and traditions other than your own can help your community adopt
articulations of a more imminent God?

• Are there areas in which your ministry may not be embodying a wholehearted “yes” to all of creation?
What changes to your communal rituals and practices would support the shifts needed?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him). 

Cosmic – After the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BCE a comet appeared in the sky. Julius Caesar’s 
nephew and adopted child, Octavian, used this story to claim that the comet was Julius Caesar ascending to 
the gods, and becoming a god himself. He later used this story to solidify his claim to the throne as emperor, 
becoming Augustus Caesar. There was a coin minted by Augustus with his portrait engraved on one side, and 
on the other side was an image of the comet with eight rays beaming from it reading “DIVV IVLIV” (Divine 
Julius). Most of his coins were inscribed with “DIVI FILIUS,” Latin for Son of God.1 The deification of his 
adopted father made him the Son of God, and a god himself. As the “emperor-god” of the Roman Empire he 
was also called Savior of the world, Redeemer, and Lord. Augustus was also said to have ascended to the gods 
after his death.

Jesus was born during the reign of Augustus and began his ministry during the reign of Tiberius. When Jesus’ 
followers called him the Son of God it was a deliberate act of high treason against Caesar who had been using 
the title before Jesus was born. To declare Jesus as the Son of God was to declare that Caesar was not. If we 
had a way of going back in time and getting video footage of the disciples’ experience of Jesus’ resurrection and 
ascension, I have no idea what would be depicted. What I find interesting, however, is how the disciples chose 
to describe their experience in a way that deliberately rejected the emperor’s claim to power. They did this by 
framing their experience through the familiar narrative of deification.

The deification of Caesar was designed to give him the right to rule, while the deification of Jesus gave his 
followers the right to resist the rule of Caesar. Jesus blesses his followers as he ascends, restoring their agency 
as the collective body of Christ who continue the work of God in the world. Jesus’ ascension did not conclude 
the incarnation. The ascension is a sign of the continuous acceleration of the incarnation. The Word becomes 
flesh in the human, Jesus of Nazareth, but then continues becoming flesh after him, through all of us. In Spanish 
Logos in John 1 is translated to Verbo. The Word changes from a noun to a verb, which can help us reframe Logos 
as an active process, instead of a stationary act that was completed 2,000 years ago.

Of the ascension Justo Gonzalez writes:

“God did not take on humanity for thirty-three years in order simply to discard it as a used garment. 
The incarnation did not end with the crucifixion and resurrection. On the contrary, what the doctrine 
of ascension meant was that God is still human, that even now one of us, a carpenter, an outlaw, a 
convicted and executed criminal, sits “at the right hand” of the Father. Because of the incarnation, when 
we now look at God we are not looking at an entirely alien being but at one of us.”2

1	 Jonathan L. Reed, “Archeological Contributions to the Study of Jesus and the Gospels”, in The Historical Jesus in Context, 
ed.Amy-Jill Levine, Dale C. Allison, and John Dominic Crossan, The Historical Jesus in Context (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2006), p, 42.
2	 Justo Gonzalez, Mañana: Christian Theology from a Hispanic Perspective (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990), 109-110.
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While Caesar’s ascension was the deification of a human, Jesus’ ascension was the humanization of God.

Structural - From our contemporary context, it’s uncomfortable to read a story that assumes a three-
tiered universe, with the underworld below us, our world in the middle, and heaven above us, where 
divinity dwells. John Shelby Spong often told a story about astrophysicist Carl Sagan, who upon their 
meeting, informed him that if Jesus were to have ascended from the Earth at the speed of light 2,000 years 
ago then he hasn’t yet escaped our galaxy.

However, an outdated cosmology isn’t the only problem with a vertical framing of the divine. This binary 
opposition of humanity and divinity was adopted from the Platonic dualism in the Hellenized culture that 
Christianity originated in, and has influenced all of Western Christian theology. And this dualism is clear 
to notice when we consider the worst violence that Christians have been guilty of. Maintaining that some 
have a divine connection while others do not has served as the justification for Christians to subjugate all 
kinds of people. The vertical superiority that justified Christianity’s colonization of the world is even visible 
geographically while the Global North continues to profit off of the exploited labor and resources of the 
Global South.

Our perception of God has evolved with our perception of power. When power was symbolically located 
above us, God was symbolically located above us. Since the Enlightenment, a more horizontal framing began 
to replace the West’s typical vertical framing of various concepts, symbolically locating power at the center, 
while the powerless were further out on the margins. Subsequently, it became popular to symbolically 
locate God at the center, or at the root, or “the ground of being” as Paul Tillich described God. This pattern 
persists.

While power rests in the hands of the few it can be unhelpful to conceptualize God in similar ways 
since God is in relation to all of us. We need a conceptualization of divinity that dislodges our pattern of 
mirroring the West’s favored conceptualizations of power.

To start, we must disentangle from Western Christianity’s pervasive dualism, and this is best achieved when 
that work is informed by faiths that weren’t influenced by Greek philosophy, such as various Indigenous 
religions in Africa and the Americas. For example, in his book Indigenous Black Theology, Jawanza Eric Clark 
contrasts Akan anthropology to “the devaluation and negative attitude/perception that Western Christians 
hold regarding the body/matter.”3 (76) For many Christians a negative attitude toward the body is all they 
know.

“In many traditional African societies,” Clark explains, “this value-laden, stark dichotomy between the 
spiritual and material does not exist. The two cosmological realities, the visible and invisible, exist within 
the same spatiotemporal realm. The ancestors do not reside in a place of static perfection. On the contrary, 
they live in our world and impact our physical realities.” Imagine how different Christian theology would be 

3	 Jawanza Eric Clark, Indigenous Black Theology: (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), 76.
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if we understood divinity as existing “within the same spatiotemporal realm”.

Many Latin American Christians find it easier to be non-dualistic, and a major reason is because of the 
nondualism within Indigenous spiritual traditions that have survived and persistently influenced popular 
religion in Latin America. In Introducing Latinx Theologies Edwin David Aponte and Miguel De La Torre describe 
how “the so-called natural and supernatural realms are recognized as closely intertwined” in Latin American 
popular religion. This is made easier through what’s often called “material religion” in reference to popular 
religion that is lived out “in an embodied way with concrete ‘stuff,’…infused with deeper meaning.”4

“The material dimensions of religion include physical aids to religious practice such as candles, 
photographs and pictures, special mementos, printed music, statues and statuettes, palm leaves, prayer 
handkerchiefs, church buildings and special locations, medals, funeral home fans, and prayer cards, all 
physical items that are used within religious/spiritual communities because they carry some sort of 
significance or meaning.”5

There’s a stark difference between this type of material Christian faith and the Christian faith that many 
Indigenous peoples were initially coerced into by Christian colonizers who demonized the material 
dimension of Indigenous spirituality and replaced it with a conceptualization of divinity out of our grasp in the 
heavens where Jesus had ascended.

We must recover the incarnational element of the ascension and let go of an ascension that conceives of 
the Divine as up and out of our world. But what material good does it do us to have a better understanding 
of the ascension? What does a healthier interpretation of the ascension do to feed people? What does a 
decolonized reading of God’s transcendence do to actually decolonize?
 
Developing healthier ideas can inspire us to build healthier material conditions, but ultimately the ideas we 
love do not become the norm through just preaching them. They become the norm by building healthier 
material conditions. These conditions make space for us to develop healthier ideas together. A hierarchical 
framing of divinity will remain the norm until we build a world free from unjust hierarchies that use 
hierarchical framings of divinity to justify themselves. When power is equally distributed, then we can begin to 
fully grasp the meaning of the ascension.

Interpersonal - So how can a healthier interpretation of the ascension help us right now while we work 
toward a world where healthier theologies can develop more easily?

I’m inspired by the postcolonial theologian, Mayra Rivera’s reframing of God as “over all”, as opposed to 
“above all”. She writes “God is over all—as one who envelopes the immense organism of which we are all 
part, a divine envelope through which God and creation touch each other.6” A God who envelopes all of 

4	 Edwin David Aponte and De La Torre Miguel A., Introducing Latinx Theologies (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2020), 157.
5	 Aponte and De La Torre, 157-158.
6	 Mayra Rivera, The Touch of Transcendence (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007), 136.
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creation does not recognize the various social hierarchies we construct. All of our biases toward others are 
challenged by this kind of God.

What would our faith look like if it was rooted in a God who envelopes us all? We certainly would feel less 
inclined to strive to be in relation with God. We would understand our relation with God as a constant 
reality. God is in whom we all “live, move, and have our being,” as Paul says in Acts 17.

Both the incarnation and the ascension have been described as God’s “Yes” to Jesus, and to all creation 
(perhaps most famously by Karl Barth). God’s “Yes” should lead to our own “Yes” to all creation. We 
often reserve our “Yes” to the portions of creation that benefit us, whether it’s of particular people, 
animals, or land. If we said “Yes” to all of creation, as God does through Christ, then our world would 
look very different. We would abolish racist institutions, such as the Prison Industrial Complex. We would 
abolish Capitalism, which exploits the labor of workers for the profit of owners. We would develop new 
institutions that serve all of humanity.

Let’s come up with new ways to proclaim our “Yes” to all creation in our personal lives and in our lives in 
community. How can we actualize God’s “Yes” to the world through our own “Yes”? How can we reshape 
our society to reflect God’s “Yes”? How can we provide material aid to those who our unjust institutions 
say “No” to through their marginalization? Who have we been neglecting in our community? How can we 
properly resource our communities to the extent that they begin to experience God’s Yes to the world?

If the ascension is a continuation of the incarnation, then God does not move up and away from us, but 
continues to move in and through us. God’s Spirit empowers us to love the world as God loves the world. 
Who must we love better? Who must we feed? Who must we clothe? Who must we welcome? The 
incarnation isn’t finished, and we get to be a part of God’s continuous incarnation in our everyday lives.

Words for inspiration: 

Check out the song “We Are” by Alina Engibaryan. You can access just the lyrics here!

May 29,  2022

https://youtu.be/qThct4D_lqk
https://genius.com/Alina-engibaryan-we-are-lyrics
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

How Wall Street Is Taking Over Medicare

The Hopi farmer championing Indigenous agricultural conhecimento

HOW 50 YEARS OF CLASS WAR CHANGED THE STATE OF WISCONSIN

Baby formula industry successfully lobbied to weaken bacteria security testing standards

Israel’s impunity and security narrative take priority over extrajudicial killings

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author 

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian 
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology, 
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle 
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify 
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the 
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California. 
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and 
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her 
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative 
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and 
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is 
ordained in the United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with 
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mjbolton. 

https://www.levernews.com/how-wall-street-is-taking-over-medicare/
https://religionnews.com/2022/04/23/movement-to-build-affordable-housing-on-church-land-reaches-florida/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/5/15/the-hopi-farmer-championing-indigenous-agricultural-knowledge?sf164829683=1
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/5/15/the-hopi-farmer-championing-indigenous-agricultural-knowledge?sf164829683=1
https://therealnews.com/how-50-years-of-class-war-changed-the-state-of-wisconsin
https://theintercept.com/2022/05/13/baby-formula-shortage-abbott-bacteria-safety-testing-lobbying/?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=theintercept&utm_source=twitter
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/5/2/april_heat_wave_breaks_records_india
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220516-israels-impunity-and-security-narrative-take-priority-over-extrajudicial-killings/
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
http://www.damongarcia.com/
http://www.damongarcia.com/
http://revmollybolton.com
http://revmollybolton.com
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Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
 
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.



Bringing what matters back to the gospel for justice, liberation, and delight.

Liturgy that matters
- June 2, 2019 -

“We are witnesses to these things...”
“Surely, I am coming soon...”



June 2, 2019

TEXTS
June 2 

Acts 16:16-34  
Psalm 97  
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
John 17:20-26

*During Easter season, Acts is often substituted for the OT Lesson.

What links the texts this week? 

God brings us together to serve the work of love and liberation. The ultimate power of this work in us 
cannot be destroyed, confined, or controlled by forces of evil. God will prevail. God does prevail. And God  
is always working urgently through us to bring an end to suffering and oppression. Every day that God’s 
people suffer is one too many. And so, God helps us recognize that we need each other in order to heal, 
to grow, to face with courage all that is working against the possibilities of ending suffering. We cannot live 
faithfully in mindsets or practices of isolation. Living our faith is a collective pursuit. The invitation to “come 
and follow,” to come and live in the ways of God, to come and be transformed by grace for the sake of 
our collective life is always extended to us. 

© 2019 enfleshed 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Call to worship 
 
Let all who dream of a world restored pray, “come quickly, O God!” 
The saints have been laboring for generations. 
The earth is groaning beneath our burdens. 
The future of our children calls to us.

Come quickly, O God! 
Birth through us your dreams of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Gather together all who love with urgency, 
And make us unwavering in faith. 
For surely, O God, you are coming soon. 
 
Opening Prayer

Beloved One, hear our prayers! More peace. More justice. More joy. More healing. Wherever and however evil 
seeks to turn us against each other, make us resolute in our pursuit of another way. Bind us together through 
Christ who came to set the captives free and liberate the oppressed. May your spirit of abundance be our 
guide. Amen.  
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Invitation to offering

Love calls us together in pursuit of God’s dreams for our shared lives. That justice may come, and all may rest, 
and the earth may thrive, this is the work of God. Not for one day, but today. With faith, may we bring our 
offerings and gifts like a prayer, thy Kindom come, thy will be done.  
 
Prayer of dedication
 
Holy One, in this midst of all that brings ache and injustice into our world, we bring our offerings to you and 
pray: “Here we are. Here is what we have. Here are our hearts, our bodies, our commitments.”  We know 
through your grace, this is enough. We are enough. You have assured us, O God, showing up together in service 
to your Love will never be in vain. May it be so. 

Benediction

May we go from here in spirit of fervent love, 
praying through all we do: 
come quickly, love. 
come quickly, justice. 
come quickly, courage. 
For today may be the day that God breaks through.  
Let us go and make it so. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

SERMON PREP 
Text: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  

Questions: 

•	 As a pastor, what is at the core of your motivation to invite others more deeply into the life of God? How 
would you describe the reason? 

•	 What does Jesus’ “reward” mean to you? 

•	 What were the circumstances under which you last felt a deep sense of urgency in your prayer? 
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Application 

“I argue that the understanding of redemption in Revelation is understood in terms of Jewish theology as the 
exodus and liberation from slavery rather than as the redemption of individual souls.” - Elizabeth Schussler 
Fiorenza 

• Cosmic - “Surely, I am coming soon.” This is certainly not the first time in the New Testament we hear Jesus
or others speak of the very immediate and quickly coming in-breaking of God. Time - which our text notes - is
inherently wrapped up in the life of God who is the beginning and the end. Time, in the realm of God, is not linear.
The future, the past, and the present are simultaneous. Christ, Brian Blount says, is where history reaches its goal.
And “soon”  is the eternal possibility of in-breaking, always present, always the potential of soon, even if we don’t
bring it to fruition.

God acts in and through us. In our flesh. Through our earth. Invited or rejected or stalled by us. The choice is ours 
- to align internally and materially with God’s work in the world - or - with the work of the empire in the world.
Our collective choices impact our experience of God coming “soon.” In the big picture, we keep God at bay,
unable yet to turn from forces of dominance that shape our shared lives. And yet, in small and miraculous ways,
and on a rare occasion, a strikingly collective way, God breaks through and the power of the empire is overcome
by the love of God. And this is always but a breath away. A collective choice away. Tomorrow, for all we know,
could be the day we rise up. The day we say no more. The day more people than ever have decided “it doesn’t’
have to be this way.” The day that everything changes. And so we find ourselves, after all these centuries, still
trusting that Christ “is surely coming soon.”

God is a God of urgency. Every life lost at the hands of destruction is a concern to God. And so, with and through 
and on behalf of the suffering and marginalized, God has been calling with urgency to those with power, to those 
who oppress, to those who do not yet see the forces of destruction with which they have traded their souls, to 
“come.” Come now. Come today. Come.  

And this God of urgency calls us.  
Those of us who aren’t yet ready to hand over our safety or comfort for others.  
Those of us who can’t imagine how it’s possible we have more power than empire.  
Those of us for whom the empire seems to benefit.  
The miraculous thing is that, even after all our legacies of destruction - our histories of white supremacy, our 
lineages of patriarchy, our generations of war and queerphobia and economic injustice, God still says “come.” It’s 
not too late. But hurry.  

And so we too call to our neighbors. Not out of arrogance or out of performance or out of social norms or out 
of a sense of being “better than thou.” We say come, and we beg - come - because in order to topple the forces 
of destruction, we need everyone on board. And everyone who says yes will find the tree of life and the water of 
life and belonging in the life of God and we want that for everyone. Even the tormentors. Even the powerful. They 
have been deceived too.  

Some ancient texts close with “the grace of Jesus be with all the saints,” but others,“The grace of Jesus be with 
all.” 

If we are allies to a cause that is so clearly God-aligned, do we invite others to “come” or do we show them how 
much better we are then them as if it wasn’t grace that saved us and is still leading us to learn and unlearn? 
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Do we receive the invitation of those who invite us to “come” and join them in the margins, in divesting from 
destruction, in aligning with the urgent life of God or do we dismiss them to maintain our own comfort? 

Do we hear the quiet whispers of the Spirit speaking through the trees, the water, the creatures objectified, 
saying come...come….come. The time is now. Jesus is coming soon. 

• Structural - One of the most challenging dynamics about Revelation - and especially about its reputation
and depictions in pop culture (and conservative Christianity) - is its strong insider/outsider connotations. This
is both the nature of its metaphorical imagery but also a result of the writer’s strong feelings about the Roman
Empire. As Ernst Kasemann has said, “Nowhere else in the New Testament is the hatred of Rome, thinly
disguised as Babylon, expressed as loudly as [in the book of Revelation.]” Like the radicals often condemned
among us today, he is unwilling to pretend as if the consequences of the Empire aren’t immediately dire.
People are dying. Not one day, but today. People are suffering, now. Exploitation, violence, oppression - they’ve
got a great big institution through which they’re working and that institution (in John’s case, the Roman
Empire) is taking lives every day. He writes to make a point, not whether any individual is a “good person” or
a “bad person” but that there is a reality under which everyone is living. That reality - the empire - is doing
incredible harm. And the people, like us, have a choice - many choices - to make about how we are going to
relate to that reality. Do we ignore it and enjoy our lives as we are able? Do we submit and offer it loyalty to
save ourselves? Do we resist it and risk our lives and the lives of others? The answers are as challenging as
John’s visuals suggest. He doesn’t try to pretend it’s easy, and his goal isn’t to condemn. He’s painting a picture
of what is, compelling us to join the chorus of those crying “come, salvation. Come, justice! Come, love!”

Everyday, people are dying at the hands of white supremacy. The earth, too, dying. People are dying slowly 
through poverty and food insecurity, through unmet medical needs and bullying at school. People are dying 
quickly at the hands of police, at the hands of ice agents, by the bullets of anti-Islamics, anti-semitics, and other 
forms of white terrorism.  

So, while John’s insider/outsider language may make us squirm when we imagine it as Christians inside and 
everyone else outside, we’d do well to change our interpretation. The blessed ones are the ones who live 
God’s commandments and who do their “work.” When salvation comes, when the new heaven and the new 
earth are near, those who are living love, divesting from injustice, will find themselves dwelling in the life of 
God. These moments of apocalypse happen. The people work for it, and it comes. And it will come again. And 
increasingly, in this country, in this time, the stakes get higher and higher.  

And John challenges us - when God conquers white supremacy - in fullness or in partial - will we find 
ourselves among those who have chosen to divest, chosen to receive the water of life that frees us from 
forces of destruction? Or will we choose to remain outside the gates, siding with destruction that we find 
comfortable? As Robert Allen so well says, “When we cooperate with God’s redemptive purposes, we do 
experience something of the Realm. Even in midst of struggle, we can be aware of the divine presence in 
solidarity with us. And when we cooperate with Satan and the Empire, the destructive consequences of 
idolatry, injustice, and violence befall us, if not immediately, then over time.”  
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This is true for all of us, in similar and different ways. Maybe you focus on white supremacy or another form of 
empire destroying today. But whatever the form of empire, we cannot sit comfortably in the lie that we have 
no choice in the matter. We have choices. Lots of choices. We cannot do it all but we can align our hearts with 
God’s and divest from loyalty to the Empire. God’s grace carries us as we spend the rest of our lives figuring out 
how to live that out. 

Personal/Interpersonal - Sometimes we put in personal work to do our part to address injustice and we don’t 
see any fruit from it. Sometimes we show up, and we get burned by people we care about. Sometimes we 
make sacrifices in trust that the sacrifices will be mutual or collective, but it turns out it’s just you. And we suffer. 
And our feelings get hurt. And it seems like it doesn’t make a difference anyway. And we wonder if it’s worth it.  

These are the critical moments where faith comes in. 

It’s reasonably easy to “do good” when there’s reward, when it’s not too costly, when it’s socially normative 
good. That hardly takes faith, it just takes work.  

But what do we do when there’s no praise for our actions, no social or material gains but just the opposite, no 
“rational” reason - at least in terms of personal gain - to keep investing in love and justice?  

John was painting a vision to remind us of what God is doing, what God is capable of - in us and around us - for 
exactly those moments. 

Bold faith will pay off, he says. It may not always feel like it makes sense in the moment, but God entices us with 
promises that indeed “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” And whether we can 
make sense of our individual lives are a part of that bending, of our how efforts contribute, especially on days 
all evidence points in another direction, faith carries us. John’s metaphors help us access the reality of God that 
transcends our individual experience or knowledge. He gives us a way to hang onto what is true even when it 
doesn’t feel true. Even when we can’t perceive it. Even when we can’t believe it.  

We are encouraged to continue our “work” and “doing God’s commandments” even when we can’t make 
sense of how or why. Even when it feels like we don’t belong in the group or we don’t know enough or we 
can’t see the fruit. Because none of our contributions to the work of God will be made in vain. Christ is coming 
and so too is the reward. It’s not monetary. It’s not justice in full. It’s not a secure life. But it is so much better 
than each of these. 

Words for inspiration: 

There is never time in the future in which we will work out our salvation. The challenge is in the moment; 
the time is always now.  - James Baldwin
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