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TEXTS
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2 Kings 5:1-14

Psalm 30

Isaiah 66:10-14

Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

What links the texts this week?

These texts help us wade through uncertain waters of scarcity and the resulting anxiety of resource
precarity in engineered worlds where our needs are not guaranteed. Namaan’s anxious rage that
masks his desperation to be healed gives way to praises and exaltations of a God invested in prov-
idence.We find this taking place through Her people bearing each other’s burdens and supporting
those dedicated to liberation. In lack, we can, at the very least, be comforted in knowing that our suf-
fering proves that we were not created to go without.

ORDER OFWORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to worship

Come! Let us build a space of belonging and connection.
The Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer draw us into relationship!

The Holy Spirit is within us, between us, and beyond us,
beckoning us towards life beyond systems of domination.

Let us worship God -- the Web of Life,
the Interconnecting Rhythm of Love.

Opening Prayer

God of Relationship, make vivid the many ways we depend on each other. Lift up all the labor that is
undervalued, unrecognized, and undercompensated.We desire to honor, as you honor, those who care for
our bodies, who harvest our food, and who clean our shared spaces.We yearn for a world where labor is

shared equitably and where all may be well-rested and deeply dignified. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
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The trees share their nutrients through underground networks.The eagle does not catch more fish than
she needs.The mushrooms decompose leaves into soil, rich with life. And so, we too, do our part -- sharing
what we have, taking no more than we need, transforming systems of death into systems for life. Let us
gather our offerings today, that it may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

Living Christ, we see how the world could be -- ecosystems cherished and preserved; workers in our
communities cared for reverently. And yet our minds and spirits anguish over the ways which systems
of domination plow over the living.We aim to live differently together. Bless our offerings to our radical,
gentle, and precious care for each other.Amen.

Benediction

When symbols of hollow freedom wave in our communities,
let us resolve to set one another deeply free.

When songs hailing what we can do alone fill the air,
let us amaze ourselves at what we can do together.

When politicians talk about how God loves some places more than others,
let us celebrate Love that flows Beyond all Borders.

Go with God who goes with us.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* In what ways may your faith community still be embodying dominionist impulses? Do you have
manicured lawns that create poor environmental outcomes? Are unoccupied areas in your fellowship
spaces continuously being heated/cooled? How can you map the effects that your presence has on
the flora and fauna inhabitants of Earth in order to correct where you may have a posture of subduing
instead of tender caring?

*  Who does the essential labor in your community and how does their compensation compare to that of
ordained or titled executive leaders? What gifts can your faith community offer undervalued essential
laborers to show your acknowlegement of their importance!?

* How could you help shift your spiritual community (not limited to your own ministry) to be radically
hospitable to sex workers and operate in solidarity with their worker’s rights struggle?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).
Cosmic - Is that a metaphor—that trampling of snakes and scorpions?

It’s pretty clear that, in this passage, those slithering and scuttling creatures are stand-ins for evil, right? For the
Satan who falls “like lightning from heaven”? Jesus surely means to be affirming the disciples’ power to defeat
any evil that comes against them or God’s people.

But there are consequences for repeating such a metaphor—consequences for the ecosystem and also for our
own theological imaginations. Snakes and scorpions, as much as we might dread them, have their own gritty
role to play in God’s interdependent creation. Scorpions feed on potential pests such as spiders, wasps, and
every arid farmer’s nightmare—locusts—keeping populations at manageable levels. They also provide food for
frogs, lizards, snakes, and especially meerkats, grasshopper mice, and desert long-eared bats, all of whom are
immune to scorpion venom. Snakes serve a similar function as both predators and food.

If we think of these creatures’ venom as their way of setting and maintaining boundaries—“Don’t come too
close!”—might we begin to move through their habitat with more respect? Might we gain more respect for
boundaries in general?

You might think I'm making a big deal out of the biblical equivalent of a mosquito-swat, but the creation-
trampling in this passage calls up the doctrine of dominion—the mandate for human beings to “subdue the
earth.” In the United States, the doctrine of dominion is feeding a particular strand of Christian Nationalism
known as Dominionism or Reconstructionism, which argues that conservative Christians are mandated to take
control of all the earth, including political and cultural institutions.

In his book Kingdom Come:A Biblical Response to Dominion Theology, Don Pirozok describes dominion theology as

“... a directive based upon the God-given authority in Genesis 1:25 which Adam lost in the fall. Today, God is
raising up Christians who will walk in restored authority which Jesus Christ has recovered through the work
of the cross.The restored dominion given to Christians will allow them to subdue the earth and rule over it. In
the process of taking the restored dominion, the Kingdom of Heaven can now be expanded over all the earth.
The church is now expanding the kingdom, converting the nations into Christian nations, and will fill the earth
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.”

The most extreme branch of Dominionism seeks to replace secular law with Old Testament law. Seriously. This
is straight out of Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.

And it’s not just the far right that falls into this kind of thinking. There is a way that this account of towns who
accept the good news and those that don’t sets up two camps of people—those who are good, as evidenced
by their welcome of Jesus’ followers, and those who are not, as evidenced by their rejection of them. One is
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aligned with Jesus and the disciples; one with Satan. Certainly, those of us on the political left can fall into
similarly polarizing notions of those who are for us and those who are against us.After centuries of aiding
and abetting colonization , not to mention the other harm that has been done in the name of Christendom,
we have to reckon with all the very good reasons that communities might reject Christianity and those
who come peddling it; even beyond that, we need to be skeptical of our own colonizing impulse to bring
the good news (political or religious ideology) to those who appear (to us) not to have it.

There is another way of reading this text that actually works against dominionist impulses. In short, Jesus’
instructions to extend peace and news of the kin-dom to every place the disciples go, regardless of whether
they are received, is a clear counter to the colonial impulse. (It also follows up on Jesus’ condemnation of
the disciples’ desire in the previous chapter to “rain down fire” on those towns that reject them (Luke 9:
54-55).) His warning to rejoice, not in the submission of spirits, but in their own place in heaven, is likewise
an assertion that their power comes not from domination but from having entered into a whole other way
of seeing and participating in the world. I'll say more about this in the (Inter)Personal essay below.

Structural - “Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages.”
(Luke 10:7)

So many times | have heard this verse about “a laborer being worthy of his [sic] hire” being used to insist
that everyone needs to get a job and earn their keep, when actually the emphasis in this passage is not on
the labor but on the nurture.The point is that everyone who brings the good news, encouraging people
to join God’s interdependent kin-dom, should be cared for and sustained by those receiving that news,
whether that matches our assumptions about what constitutes “work’” or not.

This passage begs the question of which kinds of labor are recognized, compensated, and valued, and which
are not.

Although Jesus uses a metaphor of field laborers bringing in a harvest, we do precious little in this country
to nurture and sustain the people who harvest our food, many of whom have little or no access to
healthcare and inadequate access to healthy food and clean drinking water. Required to work long hours in
fields treated with pesticides, farm workers face higher risks of developing prostate and skin cancers as well
as multiple myeloma.

Some laborers are valued and some are not.

Sex workers are some of the most disdained and exploited of all laborers, characterized, in the words of
Ine Vanwesenbeeck, as either “bad” or “sad.” Sex work is perceived as, on the one hand, immoral, perhaps
in part because feminized people are being compensated for work they are “supposed” to do for free, for
the benefit of men who are entitled to their sexuality through the institution of marriage, and on the other
hand, tragic, the fate of hapless, mostly migrant women who could not possibly have chosen sex work out
of their own sense of agency.The so-called “anti-trafficking campaigns” of the past decade have had the
effect of further endangering these workers while claiming a paternalistic protection of them. Does the
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worker deserve her wages?

The kinds of work the disciples are doing in this passage is, like sex work, a kind of labor that people might
expect for free—organizing, community building, and care work.The disciples come into villages bearing
stories of another way of living, hope for what God is doing, and an invitation to a larger communion that
brings healing to those who are isolated and despairing under occupation. Jesus insists that this work be
valued and supported, not with wages but with hospitality, gift. Richard Swanson has written, in a commentary
on this passage: “At some level all work and all pay is a gift exchange. We do the things that our community
needs, and our community sustains us.” Perhaps that is how it should be, but that is not at all how things
truly operate.The work that is compensated most richly is often work that, in one way or another, harms
community—by extracting resources and polluting the environment, for example.

Who is tending interdependent life systems in your community, and how are they sustained? Who are the
hope-bearers? Who has stories to tell about surviving under occupation and creating community under
difficult conditions? Who is reminding you and those you know of a more interdependent, respectful, and just
way of being?

How can you and your community recognize the value of that labor and support those workers whose labor
goes unrecognized or undercompensated?

Interpersonal - Rejection stings.

When Jesus says he is sending the disciples out like sheep among wolves, he is no doubt referring to greater
dangers than mere indifference or even dismissal: Their mandate, namely, to declare that a new political order
is emerging, will no doubt arouse ire from those who have placed their security on Roman law and order.
Many will not want what they are offering.

But Jesus gives his emissaries sound advice for managing this rejection.They are instructed to extend peace
as their first act in each new place, but also to know that if their peace is rejected, it will simply come back to
them.This is a peace that can’t be taken away from them. It comes from having joined in with this emerging
alternative social and political order. (Their “names have been written” in the membership rolls.)

Likewise, the disciples are instructed to tell the people of every town, no matter the town’s response to
them, that the kin-dom has come near.There is a kind of radical gentleness to this way of moving, a disarming
universal well-wishing that causes “Satan to fall like lightning” from power.

| imagine that if we could really, really follow those instructions, it would be powerful spiritual formation that
runs counter to the ways we are formed under capitalism and the interlocking supremacy systems that keep
us striving, competing, strategizing, and currying favor just in order to be okay. This passage suggests that we
are already okay, that our names have already been written in heaven and we don’t have to convince anyone
of anything, sell anything (even ourselves) to anyone, in order to make it so. So long as we are willing to
subsist on what is freely given to us, we are secure.
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The only catch is that we have to remember that and not fall into trying to coerce, strive, dominate or
acquire or protect possessions. (The disciples are instructed not to take anything with them—radical
practice in non-attachment to material goods!) The moment we pick those habits back up, we lose our
peace.When Jesus cautions the disciples to not to rejoice in the way that spirits submit to them (in other
words, their capacity to dominate) but in their membership in the kin-dom, he’s not moralizing. He’s just
explaining that the kin-dom is inaccessible from a place of domination or self-protection; the minute we
try to dominate or armor up against rejection, we lose access, not because God is mean and trying to
exclude us, but simply because those ways of being are inconsistent with the kind of interdependence that
characterizes the reign of love to begin with.

When have you experienced God’s peace that surpasses understanding and that can’t be taken

away?! What spiritual practices could you adopt and/or recommend to your folks that will help you
forsake habituated domination and competition and instead rest in the interdependent web of life?

Words for inspiration:

Check out this post from the intersectional environmentalist contributor network that complicates and
problematizes the notion of “anthropocene.”
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Palestine Action Permanently Shut Down Israeli Arms Firm’s London HQ
Patrice Lumumba: Why Belgium is returning a Congolese hero’s golden dente
Patriot Front member arrested at Idaho Pride event tied to church led by ex-lawmaker

Harvard’s Deep Ties to Slavery: Report Shows It Profited, Then Tried to Erase History of Complicity
WHY ARE SO MANY L GBTQ PEOPLE INCARCERATED IN THE US?

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Nichola Torbett (she/her) is a spiritual seeker, recovering addict, gospel
preacher, podcaster, writer, resistance fomenter, dog-walker, nonviolent
direct action trainer, and abolitionist. Driven by her passion for both
spiritual formation and social change, she co-founded Seminary of the
Street, a training academy for love warriors, in 2009 and Second Acts, a
liturgical direct action affinity group, in 2014. She is co-editor of
RESPISCENCE:A LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FOR DISMANTLING WHITE
SUPREMACY and a contributor to THE WORD IS RESISTANCE, a
podcast from SUR|J-Faith, as well as to GEEZ Magazine, JESUS RADICALS,
THE YOKE, and other radical discipleship publications.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is
ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.

com and on insta @mijbolton.

© 2022 enfleshed


https://www.palestineaction.org/london-hq-shut/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-61838781
https://religionnews.com/2022/06/15/patriot-front-member-arrested-near-idaho-pride-event-tied-to-church-led-by-ex-lawmaker/
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/1/21/headlines/14_year_old_indigenous_colombian_environmentalist_shot_dead_in_ambush
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/6/20/harvards_deep_ties_to_slavery_report
https://therealnews.com/why-are-so-many-lgbtq-people-incarcerated-in-the-us

R JU|)’ 3, 2022 )

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
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Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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