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TEXTS

July 10, 2022

Amos 7:7-17

Psalm 82
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians I:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

What links the texts this week?

When our texts include so much reference to abundance, inheritance, fruit, and prosperity, we can
utilize the wisdom therein to deconstruct our understanding of “prosperity” through the lens of
disadvantaged communities who don’t have the luxury of any get-rich-quick schemes.These narratives,
instead, speak of the fall of their enemies and oppressors, of the people’s preservation through hardship,
and of being rescued from forces seeking their end.To be prosperous isn’t to be flooded with power, but
to endure and find collective agency despite a lack thereof.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

God fortifies us with collective wisdom.
The Spirit infuses us with creativity.
The Living Christ opens our hearts to possibility.

So let us press on towards liberation!
Let justice roll on like a river
and righteousness like a never-failing stream!

Opening Prayer
God of Justice and Mercy, like the prophets, we lament the exploitation people and places feel at the hands
of the powerful. We weep for the destruction around us, calling out to God for justice. Hold us accountable

when we live in ways that harm others. Strengthen us, that we might be able to withstand the vulnerability
required for relationships of care. Guide us in your Love as way-makers of righteousness. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

For centuries, lovers of justice have been gathering their resources so money might flow towards those
who need it. And so, we show up today in the lineage of those who have desired respite from systems of
greed.We follow the example of Jesus who showed us how to welcome the stranger and break one loaf of
bread into many. Let us bring forth our offerings in this tradition of solidarity.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Spirit, forgive us when we have not been able to recognize the path towards solidarity. Forgive us for
when we have not been able to relate to our neighbors with compassion. Forgive us for prejudices that still
have hold on our hearts. May our offerings be a sign of our desire to do the work required of Love. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth as a wake in the river of justice,

as a current in mighty streams of righteousness--
that, in a world parched for liberation,

we might offer refreshment to each other.

Go with the Spirit who goes with us.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  Who do you believe is qualified to determine whether an unjust system is salvageable? What is your
relationship with these parties or communities?

*  What acts come to mind first when you think of violence? How might you articulate the violence of
structural racism and labor exploitation to someone new to these concepts?

*  What are some empathic and dignifying responses you can offer someone who might be struggling to
find a suitable role in the workforce? How can you support them in seeking work they can take pride
in?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - We rightfully tend to reject the destroyer God whose temper tantrums deliver catastrophe

of nuclear proportions to the wicked and well-behaved alike.A deity that is feared more than respected
cannot lead with love, which requires consent, agency, and autonomy.With texts like these that can seem
challenging or contradictory to the all-loving character of Abundance, we have to ask why the text must be so
authoritative. Must scriptures like these signify anything more than a non-prescriptive example of a community
struggling to come to terms with how God acknowledges and responds to their suffering?

But, just for a short while, let’s say we did want to give this text so much authority as to consider it the official
position of our God (a slippery slope many Christians have challenged and lost). Israel has veered so far

from the path of justice that God threatens to extinguish the entire nation like a birthday candle because the
aristocracy refuses to get their poop in a group.The actions of a minority of powerful elites threaten doom for
the entire nation (where have we heard this song before?).Where God may have spared an innocent remnant
before, such a covenant is not stated, leaving Amos in a frigid sweat knowing that, any day, he may have the
misfortune of awaking in a deserted, uninhabitable wasteland. But indigenous knowledge later rebranded as
science has since informed us that mass death and uninhabitable wastelands are actually a consequence of the
ravenous exploitation of nature to include humans.

When | was a young kid, | loathed when my mom met my rare misbehavior with what she insisted was a
“consequence” and then proceeded to punish me. | was enough of a wordsmith even then to know the
difference between a consequence and a punishment. Her taking my phone or TV privileges away was not
some naturally occurring outcome like rain or an itch. She deliberated and enforced it, changing the name to
make the still-punitive parenting appear gentler on its surface.To her credit, the measures themselves weren’t
even that disagreeable. | was insulted primarily by her cosmetic filtering of what | undoubtedly experienced as
a punishment. In the text’s punitive framing, God’s indignation begins with the freely-willed actions of humans
after which God deliberates and enforces a destructive response (taking into account the later fulfillment of
Amos’ prophecy).What if, instead, we imagined what took place as consequential instead of punitive! What

if we imagined our Creator as an abolitionist who seeks the end of unjust states in order to build beloved
community anew?

Amos spends the first portion of the chapter bargaining with God for the people’s preservation. In this
bargaining, we catch yet another glimpse of one of the first testament’s most powerful theological suppositions
- God changes their mind.While humanity and God are not presented as equals, several within or adjacent to
the prophetic lineage (more on Amos’ place in that later) have transcended their mundane condition enough to
negotiate with the supposed Almighty-Sovereign. Just as notably, humanity is often elevated to this status when
the Creator is at their most “destructive.”

When the Source threatens to shut it all down (as with Noah, Lot, Moses, and others) we find humans
exercising this agency to plead with God for mercy and convince Them to relent. In some of these instances,
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God is considerate of the human condition and develops a new response - humanity changes God.This
way, the discomforts associated with the anthropomorphized “angry” deity are met with these examples
of divinized humanity whose very carnal subjectivity offers a counter to the standard “angry” deity
profile. Despite the problems with our text, we can discover a way to upset the supposed omnipotence
of our Great Parent in a way that empowers us to reject and counteract the calamitous consequences of
imperialism.

Structural - Amaziah is a combination faith leader and federal employee (thank goodness we have
separation of church and state so our rulers’ wildest religious convictions aren’t legally imposed on the
entire population anym— wait). He works for King Jeroboam who lied in wait for decades to revolt against
the Davidic kingdom. For religious reasons? For political reasons? For economic reasons? Yes. Jeroboam’s
reign of what later became Samaria meant lower taxes and official sponsorship of the cultic spiritual
practices at the Bethel Temple where Amaziah works, more for their separation from Davidic religious
fidelity to YHWH than thier unique transformative capacity.

Where, in modernity, have we witnessed a political leader using religious identity to bolster political
allegiance to a new government? Theodor Herzl, father of modern Zionism, has entered the chat. Although
not religious himself, Herzl would use the notes he took from Christianity’s rise to world domination

to gain much-needed rights for his Jewish kinfolk. He knew his people needed a safe land to dwell and
sovereignty with which to protect themselves just like Jeroboam knew the tax burden was becoming
unbearable for his people. Modern Israel’s establishment was gained at the expense of Palestinians and
ancient Israel’s northern tax haven was being founded on the backs of the working-poor masses. M Daniel
Carrol R. explains,“The book accuses the powerful of oppression, even as they enjoyed a comfortable
lifestyle...The judicial system was compromised (5:12, 15),and many had fallen into debt slavery (2:6-8; 8:4-
6).”

Both leaders were responding to very real, urgent needs amongst their respective peoples. Both leaders
believed in the necessity of violent force to meet those needs, and that isn’t my point of contention at the
moment. Both leaders pursued collective safety using the same domineering methods of those they were
fleeing. Palestinian activist, journalist, and author, Ghassan Kanafani spent his short career prophesying to
this very point.“What | really know is, the history of the world is always the history of the weak people
fighting the strong people. Of weak people who have a correct case, fighting the strong people who use
their strength to exploit the weak.”

In the case of the Palestinians and probably some of ancient Israel’s defectors to the new Jeroboam
administration, They are okay with the end of Israel because Israel, as it was operating, would be the end

of them. Still, what of the peasants’ plight during the divine dismantling of the unjust order? Ve know

that all harm inflicts the most marginalized first. How can we accept the fate of those who have the

least to do with the problem as we seek its resolution? Is there a way we can preserve our God as an
abolitionist warrior for the oppressed like Queen Nanny of the Maroons without worshipping a murderer?
Our faith should provide us enough ethical certainty to be resolute in our refusal to exalt a maker of
massacres, right? Well, when we think about the revolutionary warrior, we often fail to consider that what
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differentiates their advances from that of their oppressors is their own rights.The plantations that Queen
Nanny raided had no right to exist, but the slaves working those lands had every right to their freedom from
chattel slavery. Furthermore, Queen Nanny founded an intricate support network that could bring these
newly liberated people into a community that would support them.

Jeroboam was well within his rights to contest the excessive taxation overbearing the people. Rehoboam,
the king that Jeroboam revolted against, always had the option to lower taxes just as plantation owners could
have freed their laborers to thwart a deadly raid. Not expecting them to do so would be capitulation. | end
with an abbreviated exchange between Khanafani and interviewer Richard Carleton in 1970.You can view the
transcript of the full interview clip in our Words for Inspiration.

The Interviewer:Why won’t your organization engage in peace talks with Israelis?

G. Kanafani:You do not exactly mean peace talks, you mean capitulation, you mean surrendering.

G. Kanafani: People usually fight for something and they stop fighting for something. So you cannot tell me
even why should we speak and about what. Or talk about stop fighting. And why should we?

The Interviewer:Talk to stop fighting to stop the death and the misery, the destruction, the pain.
G. Kanafani:The misery, the destruction, the pain and the death of whome?
The Interviewer: Of Palestinians, of Israelis, of Arabs.

G. Kanafani: Of the Palestinian people who are uprooted, thrown in the camps, living in starvation, killed for
twenty years and forbidden to use even the name Palestinian?

The Interviewer:Then better to stop the war to stop the death.

G. Kanafani: Maybe to you, not to us.To us, to liberate our country, to have dignity, to have respect, to have
our mere human rights; these are something as essential as life itself.

Interpersonal - ...But | am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the
flock.

As much as it’s more comfortable to think of our society as meritocratic, most accrediting processes

for any high-impact occupation don’t take the whole of a person’s motivations, ethics, and character into
account.The US Congress, Supreme Court, and Presidency are the first examples that come to mind...
Amaziah is the official priest at Bethel. Bethel is one of two locations designated for new state-sponsored
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temples after Jeroboam began his rule.This means that Amaziah would have been subject to some rigorous
requirements to assume this ambitious role. Surprisingly, Amaziah doesn’t reject Amos’ prophetic authority
altogether.Amaziah, in this passage, is primarily concerned with protecting the structural integrity of the new
government which is inextricable from his role as a faith leader (pause with that for a few seconds).

To Amaziah’s demand that Amos recognize official protocols for “spiritual” leadership, Amos is retorting that
he has never recognized official protocols for spiritual leadership - he’s not even an official prophet. In today’s
terms,Amos is unemployed, and Amaziah’s biting response about “earning your bread elsewhere” calls that
out; Amos isn’t earning a salary.Amaziah didn’t exactly consider Amos a “productive” member of the society,
especially not while he proclaimed that society’s imminent devastation.

We treat our chronically un(der)employed with similar disdain, especially if they’re close to us.They're
supposed to “want better for themselves” than whatever fiscal insecurity has made us consider them a
liability. In more extreme cases, their willingness to rely on others for the living that they should be securing
themselves frustrates those of us who are more enterprising and “earned our keep”. But what exactly is our
enterprise! Empires don’t offer salaries for plotting their downfall. An Empire designed from its inception
with capital at its center only rewards capital for its fortification and maintenance.Whatever billionaire

or even millionaire you were propagandized into thinking is “self-made” was able to amass their fortune
likely at the expense of exploited, underpaid laborers in one of racial capitalism’s many underclasses. It is

the members of these underclasses that we deride for their sloth when they aren’t as “productive” as the
Empire convinced us they should be.

The people who have relieved themselves of participation in the dehumanizing game in which no one wins
not only want better for themselves, but they want better for you too.Ve have been conditioned to see
their neediness as a liability when they are the ones prefiguring the interdependence of the kin-dom. How
much they vex us is the extent to which we carry contempt for those already disrupting the status quo
and living into a liberated future. Perhaps our true frustration should inspire self-reflection in our own
investments in the status quo. People who fail to be as enterprising as capitalism wants them to be are
revolutionaries. In the eloquent words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“I never intend to adjust myself to economic conditions that will take necessities from the many to give
luxuries to the few, leave millions of God’s children smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of
an affluent society...there is need for a new organization in our world.The International Association for the
Advancement of Creative Maladjustment — [people] who will be as maladjusted as the prophet Amos, who
in the midst of the injustices of his day could cry out in words that echo across the centuries, ‘Let justice roll
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.”

In moments where we are simmering in our frustration at our beloveds or even ourselves - those who
haven’t embraced capitalism’s unreasonable and alienating requirements of us to the extent that we
consider appropriate - might we reframe a disillusionment with work as revolutionary maladjustment to
a system that’s better off destroyed anyway? Is there some way we can take pride in leisure as liberating
noncompliance?
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MLK Quote

Theodor Herzl in Brittanica

Bibliography

Words for inspiration:

Reflect on a clip of the 1970 interview between Ghassan Khanafani and Richard Carleton

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Becoming a practical support volunteer
Read, Watch, Listen, Do: An Abolitionist Media Guide
Police unions spend millions lobbying to retain their sway over big US cities and state governments

The Supreme Court Is Now Forcing Taxpayers to Pay for Anti-Gay Religious Schools
Rebranded AIDS United Fund Looks to Harm Reduction’s Future

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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outside of Richmond,VA and now resides in unceeded Osage land out-
side of Pittsburgh, PA. Follow her on Facebook and Twitter for more
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Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
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