Liturgy that Matters

- June 26, 2022 -

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 enﬂeShed Qa




June 26, 2022
TEXTS

June 26, 2022

2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

| Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

What links the texts this week?

This group of passages gives us an opportunity to soak in the complexities of following revolutionary
leaders.The intimate relationships we cultivate, while beautiful, can demand painful separation from
people and ways of life we love deeply. The loss of such powerful, supportive, and influential leaders
can also bring immense grief as well as the emergence of those like Paul whose interpretations of our
departed guides can overstep the intent of their principles.We are enriched by taking up the responsi-
bility to ensure our great sacrifices are honored by spreading and growing the love of our teachers for
generations to come.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Liberating God, you set us free
to live a life ripe with the fruits of the Spirit.

Not fear, but love, joy, and peace.
Not exploitation, but patience, kindness, and goodness.

Not knee-jerk reactions, but faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

With the Spirit as our guide,
we nurture the Ways of Life.

Opening Prayer

Creative God, sometimes fear and old habits limit our sense of what's possible. Expand our imagination

, that

we might live into the abundance you intend for all of us. Guide us towards not a shallow freedom, oh God,

but into deep wells of liberation. Amen.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Invitation to Offering

Come, we are invited to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. For when we heal our own hearts, the
community benefits. And when we love our neighbor, we honor our own interdependence. Let us bring
forth our offerings this day in celebration of mysterious and miraculous mutual care.

Prayer of Dedication

Spirit of Wisdom alive in each of us, we dishonor each other’s flesh when we fail to treat each other with
tenderness and consent. But we honor each other’s flesh when we yield to the wisdom alive in each of us.
Bless our offerings towards our flesh, that we may be honored -- in all our diverse expressions -- for the
holiness we bear.

Benediction

It is for freedom we have been set free:

Freedom to play and rest.

Freedom to learn and unlearn.

Freedom to expand the ways we love.

The Sacred One sends us to turn from the same weary-making cycles
and power-driven patterns,

to love each other creatively and courageously into collective freedom.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  How could your community’s faith practice benefit from greater engagement with “unregulated”
faith systems and practices? How might you pursue ways to organically and responsibly foster this
engagement!?

* How do you plan to infuse this pride month with an embodied meaning that seeks to meet the needs of
trans and queer folks for the other | | months of the year? What are ways you can operate in continued
loving solidarity with trans and queer people more vulnerable than yourself (including members of the
LGBTQIA2+ community)?

* Pretend you are a prospective visitor to your spiritual community who is highly immunocompromised
and vulnerable to viruses.As you go through the process of planning your first-time visit, what is the
experience like? What obstacles do you encounter? How can you begin to increase the collective
standard of care?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic - What a passage for Pride Sunday! June is Pride Month, which celebrates the tenacity, beauty,
sacredness and dignity of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer, Intersex, Asexual people. It also happens this year
that Pentecost falls in the same month as Pride (which doesn’t happen every calendar year).This month is full
of the Holy Spirit whooshing around. She blows dust off old photo albums, tells stories about loved ones, and
insists on telling the truth in her own language.

Professor Carla Works of Wesley Theological Seminary argues that Paul’s letter is “passion-filled.” And that, it is.
If any character could benefit from a textbook sidebar or a footnote describing “here’s why he talks like this,”
Paul is that one. By his own admission in the first chapter of Galatians, Paul confesses that he was “violently
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it.” He himself writes about the strange twist of
events that “the one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.”

Paul lives a life in the extremes. He hates the faith, yet later finds himself in it, then finds himself writing
“passion-filled” letters to those who will listen. In this chapter, he writes with conviction, perhaps being
convicted himself. He wags a finger at the works of the flesh which are “obvious.” He lists “fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these.”

Even those of us with a progressive posture towards the text can’t escape how disorienting it may be to see
these words in print. Each of us is guilty of something here. Do we have an unresolved beef with someone
we could easily clear the air with? Do we build cliques to satisfy a sense of self-importance? Do we engage in
hero worship? Do we actively pray for the downfall of our harmless peers? (It’s quite reasonable to pray the
downfall of those who are harmful.)

These are just the “reasonable” examples in Paul’s list.

We can approach this list in at least one of two ways.We can contextualize what “fornication” or “sorcery”
might mean to Paul.We can redefine those words in progressive ways for the purposes of being more inclusive
Christians. Or, we can take seriously that the Bible is full of cringey moments. Often, we will be embarrassed
by what exists in print. Anyone with a Facebook account older than ten years knows what it’s like to be
embarrassed by your own self. Perhaps the truth is not that “people are misreading the Bible,” but that “the
Bible is a running record of how people lived, and sometimes it records less than desirable moments in human
history.”

There are so many examples of marginalized people who have been adversely targeted by this list.“The Flesh”
living in opposition to the “Spirit” has particular consequences for colonized and targeted people, globally and
historically. There are, however, collectives of people who are laboring to “expand the contemplative frame and
spiritual lineage to be inclusive of all mystic experience.” The Mystic Soul Conference seeks to draw “ancient
and contemporary wisdoms from the global traditions and histories of people of color manifesting in new
ways today.” Members and leaders of the conference are working to unearth legacies and technologies that
have been life-saving for colonized people. Co-founder Jade T. Perry is currently working on a book called

The Churchy Mystic:A Collection of Essays on Folk Healing, Afro-futurism, Lineage, Time Travel, & Spiritual Activism. This
project, along with the conference and other efforts towards telling the truth about spiritual gifts and activism,
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are intentionally designed to respond to the binaries presented in this passage. Because we have inherited
elements that have been used to harm the most marginalized among us, it is important for us to resource
ourselves with counter-empire work, too.

Perry offers a warning against making binaries between demonic/faithful (or in our case, flesh/spirit).

Coding unregulated systems of spiritual practice as demonic (& assuming that everyone relates within & to that
system) is Christian supremacy.Through my work in spaces that center POC knowledge, mysticism, and activism, |
know all too well the dangers of privileging Christianity while demonizing other forms of practice. It is socialization
that needs to be deconstructed - ESPECIALLY given the variety of syncretic spiritual systems and divination tools that
“the saints” often use without consciously thinking of it as such. Instead of engaging the questions, “Is it ‘real’? Is it
‘demonic’?” we are presented with a beautiful opportunity to “decolonize reality”, that is, to engage in a “political...
spiritual... and aesthetic process of imagining” Creating our own images and interpretations empowers us to imagine
new possibilities!”

What assumptions do you make about your faith practice? What makes communion sacred? Might you be

convinced to see sacredness in ancestral altars or traditions like Dia de los Muertos? What makes baptism
sacred to you? What do you know about tarrying services? Laying hands? What makes church worthwhile to
you? Do you see or feel these elements in other places?

Structural - Particularly for those of us who are descendants of enslaved Africans throughout the
Americas (or anywhere else in the world), we are right to bristle at the word “slaves.” Regardless of who
you are, using the word “slaves” so casually in sermons or bible studies will undo all of the work we’ve
done to be mindful of the world we're trying to build.

In ancient Greek, this word douleud refers to someone who serves. It is related to the word we get for
“doula,” which is the word for a “female servant.” In that context, we think about the sacred work of
helping people in childbirth. According to the Center for American Progress,“doulas may help create birth
plans, advocate for pregnant people during prenatal appointments, and provide support such as breath work
and massage during labor.” Doulas are important figures in reducing mortality rates for birthing people.
One way they save pregnant folks’ lives is by serving as an advocate (funny enough, this is one of many
nicknames for the Holy Spirit) in their birthing experience.

Paul calls us not to be indebted to each other or to owe each other out of obligation.We are instead

invited to use our freedom as a fuel.We are also invited to do the sacred work of loving and living in
community as our display of love.

But even then, we ought to think more critically about what “love” means. Does love require that we
sacrifice all for our friends? How do we develop healthy boundaries and avoid dangerously codependent
relationships? What is the rubric for discerning when we are “loving our neighbors as ourselves?”

During Pride month, we remember the ancestors who prophetically told the future.There will always

be prophets among us who are so close to the pain of this world that they can see the trouble coming

a mile away. For example, Jennicet Gutiérrez’s interruption of the Pride event at the White House was a
warning.According to reporting at Colorlines, as President Barack Obama was hosting an event in 2015,
he was interrupted by the protest of Jennicet Gutiérrez. She begged him to “release all LGBTQ immigrants
from detention,” later detailing in interviews that a compassionate president would never allow LGBTQ
immigrants to be in such a dangerous place. She would later detail the inhumane treatment experienced

© 2022 enfleshed




by all immigrants of color, but would emphasize specifically the unique vulnerabilities of queer and trans
immigrants.

Rather than compassion or empathy, President Obama responded disdainfully.
“You're in my house.” Reporters noted that VP Biden buried his head in his hands while shaking his head.

Reading these accounts nearly seven years later is eerie. Since that time, we have seen Pride become even
more diluted, and new federal holidays like Juneteenth are quickly suffering the same corporatized fate.

Such a dynamic requires that we look more closely at the wise parts of this passage. Paul writes that “you
were called to freedom, [siblings]; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

In the same week that Jennicet Gutiérrez interrupted the event at the White House, the Supreme Court
declared same-gender marriages legal across the nation in Obergefell v. Hodges. These two events happening
within the same week highlighted the fleeting and even ephemeral nature of justice for queer and trans
people. How is it that marriages between queer people were made recognizable across the nation in the
same week that a Mexican trans woman was shushed by the President and escorted out of the White House?
How could all of this happen during Pride, which started as a resistance to police violence and surveillance
against queer and trans people? In other words, how do we manage the dizziness that accompanies such high
highs and low lows at the same time? If we follow the call to “rejoice with those who rejoice” and “mourn
with those who mourn,” we may find ourselves crying and laughing at the same time.

But, there are always prophets among us. Queer and trans disabled people have been sounding the alarm that
there is no marriage equality for recipients of federal benefits. What does a glorious rainbow banner mean
for these loved ones?

The writer of this letter argues strongly:
For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Performative allyship and saviorism are useless tools in any movement. Instead, we should be so intimately in
community with different people that other people’s struggles make us reflect on our own. This is not to say
that each struggle is the same. But rather, each struggle helps us understand the contours of a larger monster.
You can take the fangs, he can take the tail, they’ll work on the tail, we’ll attack the fire breath. Each of us has
a unique view into how the monster works, whether we are at its feet or in its claws. Love is the foundation
of solidarity that compels people to struggle alongside each other towards liberation. If we do not have love,
we do not have a future worth fighting for.

Interpersonal - Paul’s letter rings loudly.
Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self indulgence. ..
Paul may be calling us all into accountability. (And we’ll see his commitment to using plural pronouns at the

end of this passage). When we have gatherings, it is a demonstration of community care that we uphold the
most thoughtful COVID protocols and accessibility information. Sadly, our local and national government has
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abandoned us in this regard. Data is not being maintained properly, mask mandates have been dropping,
COVID-era policies like rent moratoriums are dropping, and statistics are being manipulated. Elected
officials are urging folks to “get back to work” and insisting on in-person work routines.

Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self indulgence...

Even more, with all reasonable COVID protocols dropping, there has been more emphasis on individual
vaccinations. From public health messaging to barbershop chatter,a common refrain is that “the best way to
protect against COVID is through a vaccination.” And while vaccines remain safe and effective, we still have
a communal responsibility to avoid spreading COVID. Even if one determines “I'll be okay, ’'m vaccinated,”
we still have to undo such individualistic notions of health.

We owe each other a more rigorous standard of care. If these last two years have taught us anything, it
is that a community is only as safe as its most vulnerable member.We are more connected than capitalist
notions of rugged individualism would have us believe.

In her sacred offering of poetry entitled Paul Robeson, Gwendolyn Brooks writes words that could be
written as a love note to another individual, to a People, to one’s self. She ends the passionate poem with
these words.

“we are each other’s
harvest:

we are each other’s
Business:

we are each other’s
magnitude and bond.”

In a world that asks us to look out for Number |, we are confronted with a mathematical impossibility— a
planet of 7 billion humans cannot possibly have as many Number |’s. Instead, we are reminded to move
with the assumption that we belong to each other. Not as property or as bargaining chips. But like grapes
on a single vine, bees in a single hive, or migrating birds in their formation.We belong to each other because
we are in an interdependent and fragile ecosystem.

It is interesting to note when Paul is speaking to “we” and when Paul speaks to “you.” The passage ends
with a communal call that “if we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”” Depending on the
year, Pride month also holds a Pentecost Sunday. Just a few weeks ago, many Christians celebrated what
is colloquially referred to as the “birthday of the church.” In Acts 2, the narrator tells a story of what
happened when the Holy Spirit visited all flesh. The scene was so unusual that people wondered if the
people were “filled with new wine.”

Instead, what was happening was the Holy Spirit acted as a translator between a host of different mother
tongues. Most miraculous about the display was that no one had to change who they themselves were; the
Holy Spirit translated for them. Consider the translation technology used at places like the United Nations
or at other international delegations. Sometimes you may have an earbud that is connected to a live human
translating, other times it may be software translating for you in real time. Or, if you're visiting people
internationally, you may be accompanied by someone who is bilingual. That person will attend meals and
events.
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This is the work of the Holy Spirit. While we may have a responsibility to learn about other people and put
ourselves in their shoes, we might not always have the ability or capacity to do so. In those circumstances,
the Holy Spirit intervenes to make our ideas legible to each other. Paul argues that if we live by the Spirit,
we should also be guided by the Spirit. This is advice to anyone who chooses to live in a community. In
relationships, families, workplaces, political clubs, churches, and other places where “two or three are
gathered,” we are guided by some set of principles.

For Paul,“the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.” These elements are important to building sustainable and loving relationships.

Consider the relationships you’re a part of. Are there expressed standards of care or expectations? Do you

have a handbook? A contract? A cute little acronym that includes a host of aspirational values? What guides
your experience in these situations? And if these dynamics are not as explicitly expressed, what would you

say they are based on your experience!

Words for inspiration:

Listen to serpentwithfeet sing of a lover the way many Christians sing about God in his song ‘“Cherubim”
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Inflation is hurting women at the grocery store. Some are eating less in order to feed their families.

Florida wants to deny Medicaid coverage on gender-affirming care for trans patients of all ages
More families of trans teens sue to stop Texas child abuse investigations

‘This is our time: How women are taking over the labor movement
FACING ACTIVIST PRESSURE, PILLSBURY PULLING OUT OF ISRAELI-OCCUPIED WEST BANK

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.
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