Liturgy that Matters
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spiritual nourishment for collective liberation
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TEXTS

July 17, 2022

Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52

Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

What links the texts this week?

How do we respond to the less merciful God - Maker of the high standard who is intolerant of harm
done to her little ones? The wicked who cut down God’s people, they design swift and terrible ends
for themselves. The righteous know peace, rest, rejoicing, and progeny for infinite generations.The
weakest among us take comfort in a God who sees to Her babies’ protection up to and including the
end of all who threaten them because of Her abounding love.We are safe in Her wings.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

May we land in our bodies
and soften our spirits
to meet the Living God in our midst.

The Holy Spirit is present within us,
between us, and beyond us.

Like a caring elder, She moves kindly, and wisely.
Let us worship God, our comfort and our strength.

Opening Prayer

Faithful One, systems of oppression manipulate us into believing our dreams for liberation are far-fetched.
But we live in a long lineage of prophets, elders, and accomplices who have been tilling the soil of Life
Abundant. Holy Spirit, thank you for those who have been tending the garden of Revolutionary Love long
before us; guide us with Wisdom as we pick up the trowel. For our spiritual ancestors are with us and our
dreams of thriving are possible. Amen.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Invitation to Offering

Come, let us be a resting place for each other’s woes, offering spaces of restoration and ease. Let us be a
connecting place for each other’s creativity, offering to each other joy and play. Let us collect our shared
resources for the day, offering each other compassion and mutuality. For together, we unfold the vibrant
kin-dom of God.

Prayer of Dedication

Spirit of Christ, grant us sustained focus on what is life-giving so that restoration, joy, and mutuality may
flow in our lives and in our communities. According to our abilities, we offer each other gifts of money,
relationship, and labor that it may be so.Amen.

Benediction

With roots planted firmly in the Soil of Life

and fierce dedication to Thriving,

may our dreams for liberation never be uprooted.
We are wildflowers, we are fruit trees.

We bloom bearing the image of the Holy.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* If you spoke of today’s oppressors the way the psalmist does, would those in your faith community
be uncomfortable? If so, why? How can you lead those in your faith community out of prejudiced
expectations for oppressed groups to stifle their full range of rage and contempt for their enemies?

*  Would you consider your ministry primarily comprised of hosts or uninvited consumers of these lands?
How might that designation shift how you engage ministry and wield your collective power?

*  Who is loudest and takes up the most space (including physical space, platformed airtime, and influence
over decision-making) in your faith and public community? How can your ministry support the
enlargement of communities that have been historically made to shrink themselves?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic - For context, | Samuel 22 tells the story of the informer, Doeg the Edomite, who informs Saul of
David receiving refuge in the house of Achimelech, the priest in Nob.Then, following Saul’s command, Doeg
massacred eighty-five priests and many more men, women, children, and animals in the city. The writer of Psalm
52 addresses the hymn to Doeg, beginning by asking how the mighty could boast of their “mischief done against
the godly”.

After lamenting the violence done by men such as Doeg, the writer warns these oppressors of their inevitable
defeat. This passage describes the God who protects the oppressed and avenges them.A vengeful God is a
familiar and tired image that vengeful evildoers have relied on to justify oppression for millennia. But there is
another image of vengefulness, that doesn’t justify oppression, but empowers liberation.

Imagine the vengeance of a mother against those who harm her children.This is a better starting point for
imagining the vengeance of God.The prophet Hosea identified this image when he described God as a mother
bear, robbed of her cubs, who attacks the perpetrators, and rips their hearts out (Hosea 13:8). It’s this kind of
God that the Psalmist has in mind when they sing against their oppressors in verse 5,“But God will break you
down forever; she will snatch and tear you from your tent; she will uproot you from the land of the living.” This
is a vengeance that favors and defends the mistreated. It’s rooted in justice, not oppression.

In contrast to this uprooting, the writer proclaims “But | am like a green olive tree in the house of God.” Olive
trees held a sacred significance in ancient Judaism, providing olive oil for various ceremonies. Midrash Tanchuma
describes how they used the high grade olive oil from the first pressing for the lamps in the temple, while they
used the low grade oil from the second and third pressing for the anointed meal. The Midrash asks, why olive
oil, and not any other kind of oil? And the Rabbi answers, “Because the olive oil is the symbol of light in the
world.”! The olive tree represented a special connection between God and her people.When the Psalmist says
in Psalm 18 “It is you who light my lamp; the Lord, my God...” the metaphor is a reference to the oil from the
olive tree provided by God to keep the flame lit.

| Chronicles 27:28 references David assigning soldiers to protect the olive and sycamore trees.When
protected from human destruction, olive trees can last forever. Through the hottest summers and the coldest
winters its leaves remain green. Olive trees can last thousands of years and are among some of the longest
surviving trees in the world. In Bechealeh, Lebanon ‘the Sisters’ are a grove of sixteen olive trees that, according
to local legend, have survived for over 6,000 years. Folklorists even claim the trees are the source of the olive
branch carried by the dove to Noah’s Ark.

The Psalmist uses the image of the olive tree to encourage the oppressed.While our oppressors are inevitably
uprooted, God protects the oppressed.And like the olive tree, when the oppressed are protected, they can

| https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma%2C_Tetzaveh.6.3
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survive forever.The heart of God is to protect and defend the oppressed, so when we protect and defend
the oppressed, we reflect the image of God.Those actions are divine.

Structural - The oppressed are like an olive tree, who, when protected, will never be uprooted.The
oppressors however, are doomed to be uprooted.And that uprooting is inevitable because the oppressors
often have unsettled roots to begin with.

Oppressors root themselves in conceptually opaque and unstable categories and then distinguish those
categories as normative.We see this with the fickle category of whiteness, for example, which remains
elusive to maintain power over those deemed as non-white.Whiteness is doomed to be uprooted
because it isn’t rooted in anything substantial or stable.The same goes for the elusive nature of the
cisheteropatriarchy, that characteristically alters itself among different cultures, and different time periods,
based on the non-normative groups they dominate. Oppressors evolve in reaction to the evolution of the
oppressed in order to cling to power.

One of the oppressors’ strategies for clinging to power is to project onto the oppressed their lack of
tangible roots.As oppressed groups fight for their autonomy the oppressors mischaracterize these groups
as a unique and recent phenomenon that will vanish as quickly as they appeared.The oppressors claim this
about LGBTQ+ people, and deny the long history of their existence across cultures and time periods. And
when it’s not as easy to portray an oppressed group as a modern manifestation, the oppressors insist that
the oppressed group’s aggressive desire for autonomy is a unique and recent phenomenon.They assert this
about Black people fighting for autonomy, Indigenous people fighting for autonomy, immigrants fighting for
autonomy, women fighting for autonomy, and workers fighting for autonomy.They refuse to acknowledge
the history of the oppressed, and the history of their struggle.

Paulo Freire talks about how the only way the oppressed can develop the pedagogy of their liberation is
by discovering that the oppressors do not host the oppressed. Rather; it’s the oppressed who host the
oppressors on these colonized and exploited lands. 2Once that is understood, the oppressed can engage in
the process of their liberation and build a new world.

The oppressors try to uproot the oppressed, without realizing that it is them, with their lack of substance
and stability, who are doomed to be uprooted.The oppressed, their identity, and their desire for autonomy
has always been here, long before the present form of our oppressors.And we will persevere into the
future, as oppressor after oppressor is uprooted again and again. Like an olive tree in the house of God, we
remain.

Personal - Oppressive policies continue to restrict our freedom, such as recent anti-trans bills, anti-
Indigenous bills, and the overturning of Roe v.Wade.These are evil acts that make us say, with the Psalmist,
“All day long you are plotting destruction.Your tongue is like a sharp razor, you worker of treachery.You
love evil more than good and lying more than speaking the truth.”

2 Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed (New York: Continuum Publishing, 1970; London: Penguin Books, 2017), 22.
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Our rage at these injustices reflects God’s rage at injustice. Our rage is divine.And our grief is divine.And
our fight for a different world is divine. Follow this divine rage within you and let it radicalize you and
your community into action. Find some comrades to share your rage with and talk about what you can do
together.

Our oppressors want us dead, but we are like an olive tree in the house of God. Despite our oppressors’
best efforts to uproot us, we remain.There is a stubbornness to being like an olive tree.We refuse to wither
away.We refuse to let them kill us.We posture ourselves with a bold and loud confidence even though they
would like us to shrink and stay silent.

In her book, A Brown Girl’s Epiphany, Aurelia Davila Pratt talks about the moments where she is pressured
to shrink herself to fit into the standards of “white and polite” culture. She asks:“Is it just me? This sense that
| need to be prim and proper and nonoffensive based on the definitions set by southern, white Christians?
This feeling that my existence is too loud? That | need to filter myself?”® Pratt challenges us to pause in those
moments where we are shamed and would typically apologize, quiet down, and shrink. And in those sacred
pauses she asks us to remember the truth of our imago Dei.

Like an olive tree we must remember who we are, and stubbornly refuse to shrink ourselves.We are beloved
by God.We must recognize that and commit to protecting and defending each other. Our liberation depends

on it.

Words for inspiration:
“If the olive trees knew the hands that planted them, their oil would become tears.”

-Mahmoud Darwish, Palestinian poet and author

3 Aurelia Dévila Pratt, A Brown Girl’s Epiphany: Reclaim Your Intuition & Step Into Your Power (Minneapolis: Broadleaf
Books, 2022), 38.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

How We Won:The Housing Campaigners Who Forced Councils to Protect Renters

Sri Lanka: Education Ministry Declares VWeek-Long Holiday Amid Fuel Crisis

Israel is Losing the Misinformation VWar

How Maryland |s Preventing Prisoners From Getting College Degrees

Us Supreme Court Drops Carbon Bomb On The Planet, Guts EPA Regulatory Authority

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots:Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.thequint.com/news/world/sri-lanka-education-ministry-declares-week-long-holiday-amid-fuel-crisis#read-more
https://novaramedia.com/2022/06/29/israel-is-losing-the-misinformation-war/
https://therealnews.com/how-maryland-is-preventing-prisoners-from-getting-college-degrees
https://therealnews.com/us-supreme-court-drops-carbon-bomb-on-the-planet-guts-epa-regulatory-authority
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
http://www.damongarcia.com/
http://www.damongarcia.com/
http://revmollybolton.com
http://revmollybolton.com

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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