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TEXTS

July 24,  2022

Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13

What links the texts this week? 

The alternation between drastically different parenting styles employed by the divine is disorientat-
ing and can leave us wondering if they’re all the same Parent. How can we digest and find use for this 
character conflict? Should we? While we may reject portrayals the divine as punitive, we might find 
affirmation in the experiences of those who have ample reason to fear the worst outcomes. As our 
texts present, we may also be empowered in our refusal to relinquish hope in a Loving Caregiver who 
redeems us from the hardship of injustice.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

For Beloved Community near and far,
For the invitation to love and to be loved,
For abundant opportunities to begin again,

For spiritual practices that ground us, 
For play that enlivens us,
For Wisdom that invites us to expansive living

—we give thanks to the Holy One for these sustaining gifts. 
Let us worship God, our Provider and Friend.

Opening Prayer

Nurturing Caretaker, your name is holy.
May your kin-dom of flourishing bloom in our spirits and communities.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Give us each day the spiritual and physical sustenance we need.
Forgive us when we get it wrong and cause harm.
Open our hearts to compassion for others
and bathe all Your creation in mercy. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering

We are expressions of Divine Love, answering prayers, when we care for our communities and when we 
protect the land who nurtures us. With prayerful spirits, we gather our offerings that God’s kin-dom may 
come.

Prayer of Dedication 

Bread of Life, when we ask for a fish, you do not give us a snake. May our communities be the same—
offering each other relevant and need-based care. Forgive us when we act like we know the needs of others 
better than they do. May we, instead, listen to the wisdom reciprocity teaches us. Amen.

Benediction

Let us go from this place carried on the breeze of the prayers said on our behalf,
nourished by our spiritual practices,
and invigorated for the work of loving the world.
Go with God, who meets us this day and always.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

• Take some time to rewrite the Lord’s Prayer in a vernacular that feels natural and suitable for you.
Where do you see the most dramatic shifts from the original version? Who else might benefit from the
changes you made?

• Do you know whose doors you should be knocking on to demand solutions to the problems plaguing
your local community? Has your faith fellowship ever engaged in communal power mapping of local
leaders and their influence?

• What does it mean for prayer to “work” to you? What would leaders in your spiritual community say?
How can your community engage in nuanced conversations about prayer that honor the gift of prayer
without encouraging harmful expectations?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her. 

Cosmic - Many readers will almost instantly recognize a core message in this passage. It’s the Lord’s Prayer! 
Of course, Luke’s account of this prayer is a bit different than the one you may have learned from Matthew. The 
first thing we might notice is where and how they differ. 

“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” (Matthew 6:9-13 KJV)

Perhaps you notice that Luke’s gospel doesn’t tell us where “the Father” is.
Or that there’s no spoken hope that what happens in Heaven shows up on Earth.
Or that Luke doesn’t conceptualize God as “leading us into temptation.”

Pastor Niveen Sarras of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Wuasau writes that the purpose of Luke’s account is to 
teach them to pray using John’s methodology. After all, John is a significant figure, much like Jesus. In the third 
chapter of Luke, John is already described as someone who crowds flock to for baptism. He prophesies that 
“one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals.” 

This is contrasted with Matthew’s account, where Pastor Sarras argues that the purpose is to “reform their 
prayer and place it within the Sermon on the Mount.” 

If we are comparing just the text of these different prayers, we may fixate perhaps on semantic differences. 
But these words certainly hold significance for the billions of people who practice Christianity globally. In 
a symphony of languages and accents, one might expect that someone is praying these words at any given 
moment. On one hand, we can be amazed by the power of prayer. On the other hand, we should be horrified 
at the power of colonization. Christianity has found its way to places it probably never should have gone in the 
first place. 

These words may also matter for people who might not identify as Christian but still find themselves grounded 
by the poetry of the passage. The Lord’s prayer is a short, easy-to-memorize passage, which makes it easy to 
recite in groups, with strangers, or alone. That is, of course, if we are all speaking the same language and have 
similar aims. 

Even by the metric of the Bible itself, Jesus has been recorded offering different versions of this prayer. Reading 
this in print or hearing it verbally for ourselves might give us a stronger sense of what the Bible actually 
is– a messy, running record of things people said and felt at a given moment. If the game of Telephone had a 
transcript, it might look like the Bible. 

The thing is, this is a contrived story. As such, it is a glimpse into Jesus’ imagination. He could have chosen to 
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talk about fathers because men were the (predominant) group within earshot at this moment. But could he 
have talked about the relationship between any parent and child? Or a grandparent and child? What about a 
teacher and student? A mentor and apprentice? Could this have been the story of two people searching for 
toilet paper late at night during the early part of the pandemic? What, in your estimation, is the nucleus of 
the story? Is it fatherhood, the display of shared sacrifice, or something else? Throughout this passage, Jesus 
is going to make comparisons between Fathers* and God. Can you think of other intimate relationships 
that he could have used in this story?

What makes the words of Jesus wise? Have you ever heard a religious leader use an example that felt 
exclusionary to you? What did that do for you as you listened? How might you rewrite this story for your 
own self or community so that it would feel closer to your own story? What are the core elements of 
Jesus’ wisdom that are worth repeating, reflecting on, praying with? 

*Writer’s note– In reading this passage, it is up to the preacher/teacher to discern if they want to imagine
the word “Father” as “Parent.” If one uses the word “Father,” consider including a note as to why. If
one chooses to use the word “Parent,” consider reminding the congregation/participants that you are
intentionally using a more inclusive word. There are ways to have integrity about what the text says, while
also insisting that modern readers/listeners have a more expansive understanding of what families look like
today.

Structural - Content Warning: This essay contains discussion of slavery and forced pregnancy. 

In the United States, census data forms during the period of the Slave Trade would often list families in a 
horrifying way. In some forms, the very column used for the name of the “father” was also used for the 
column of “owner.” This was done in the frequent case where the biological father of a child was also 
the child’s owner, due to the frequent dehumanizing circumstance of rape of an enslaved African. In the 
circumstances where the Father/Owner were the same person, the “Mother” column was left blank. In this 
way, some census forms do not adequately describe the dynamic of family. Instead, they highlight the ways 
that Black human beings have been used as capital.

Considering the overlap between patriarchal Biblical norms (as much as we try to read the Bible with 
an anti-oppression lens) and the use of “Father” in this passage, it is worthwhile to think about how 
Fatherhood exists in our world today as a category. There are certainly good, compassionate, kind, sensitive, 
nurturing fathers in this world. There are fathers who are swimming upstream against the currents of 
transphobia, homophobia, racism, mass incarceration, ableism, across borders and beyond to be the best 
version of Father they can be. 

And, in today’s current climate, we must also consider the numbers of cis men who assert their rights over 
their partners’ bodies. In the most extreme version, we can look at the abuse of patriarchal Biblical norms 
through fatherhood in communities like the Yearning for Zion Ranch raided in 2008 by Federal Authorities. 
A docuseries called Keep Sweet:Pray and Obey details the inner workings of a collective headed by cult 
leader Warren Jeffs. Insisting that he has direct connection to God’s desires on Earth, he manipulated wives, 
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children, and others. Jeffs had at least 78 wives, 24 of whom were underage (and thus victims of sex trafficking 
and assault).

Jeffs was encouraged to amass wives and prey upon vulnerable children by Biblical language. He would 
often cite language from the Holy Book to justify his patriarchal pursuits. And while those of us with anti-
oppression proclivities might find contradicting stories in the Bible of strong, capable, independent women 
worth following, it is important to also consider that the Bible has several ideas that are not feminist. 
Christian progressives ought not distance ourselves from the evil of the text in print. 

One of the most horrifying elements of the dystopian novel turned Hulu series Handmaid’s Tale is that the 
Bible is read out of context for the sake of furthering an oppressive agenda very similar to the story of Jeffs 
and the Yearning for Zion Ranch. But even if “out of context,” it’s still important to acknowledge that those 
words are there. What we do with them and how we resist them in our daily lives striving to become free 
is a worthy task. In other words, we surrender our power when we pretend that those words do not exist. 
What does our moral compass teach us, then? Do we follow everything in the Bible? On what grounds? 
What does it take to develop a critical faith such that we catch and eradicate any violence that pretends to 
be the word of God?

Jesus gives us a clue. He paints a picture of a knock at the door at midnight. Imagine you have a friend who 
comes at this hour asking for three loaves of bread on behalf of someone else. But from inside the house 
you say, “don’t bother me, I’m settled for the night, my children are in bed, I can’t do anything for you.” In 
Jesus’ imagined story, he argues that you will likely not give because of the principle of “friendship,” but rather 
because of the persistence of the knock. 

Though Jesus is speaking about prayer and using a contrived story about a midnight meeting between 
friends to explore it, we might think about the persistence necessary for social change. Persistence ought 
to be distinguished from repetitiveness. Repeating political strategies that worked in the past (like getting 
arrested voluntarily or displaying images of brutalized victims on screen and in media) without an intentional 
assessment is not wise. We cannot repeat things because “we’ve always done them,” because we live in very 
different times. Many organizers, for example, warn against the repeated invitation to get arrested voluntarily 
as protest because it simply feeds the monster through bail funds. Others argue that reposting images of 
people who were brutalized by police only contributes to the desensitization of Black death. Repeating old 
strategies for survival without reflection can hold a movement back.

But persistence is a virtue. Continuing to show up in ways most mutually beneficial is a worthwhile thing 
to do. Even as Roe v. Wade was unfortunately overturned, abortion fund organizers saw record increases in 
donations. People attended protests, had political education seminars, and explored other ways to support 
bodily autonomy and privacy. 

You may hear a knock on your door at midnight and believe that there’s nothing else to be done at that hour. 
The door is locked, your children are with you in bed, it’s too late to do anything right now. But eventually, 
that knock becomes persistent and even annoying, and you begin to think, “I’d do this for my loved ones, too.” 
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For Black parents, gentle parenting is not the opposite of what our elders have done. This is how we thank previous 
generations for keeping us safe in a world that wouldn’t. It’s the offering of protection that isn’t fear-based, but trust-
based.

Rather than relying on tropes like “because I said so,” or “stop whining or else,” advocates of gentle 
parenting find that in “gentle-parenting their child, they can gently parent their own inner child.” 

Throughout her dystopian (and very present) series, Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Talents, Octavia 
Butler plays with the concept of “shaping God.” Not only are we shaped by God, but who we are can shape 
God. She writes,

“To shape God With wisdom and forethought, To benefit your world, Your people, Your life, Consider consequences, 
Minimize harm Ask questions, Seek answers, Learn, Teach.”

In God’s treatment of us, and in our theologizing of Why God Does What God Does, we shape God. We 
create God as much as we relate to God. Do we believe that God is unwilling or unable to answer our 
prayers? What do we believe about prayer? How we think of God as Parent shapes us as caregivers. How we 
imagine the work of caregiving shapes us as Believers. And all of this can be explored in how we pray. 

The writer of James offers a practical perspective on what prayer can do in the fifth chapter of that letter. If 
any of us are suffering, we should pray. If any of us are sick, we should have the elders pray over us. Prayer is 
an opportunity to express what we need out loud so we do not sit in the funk of our needs alone. Prayer, at 
least in James, is a technology for making our needs known before comrades (or elders) in our community. 

We are in the middle of a health crisis that is accompanied by record inflation and supply issues. It is nearly 
impossible to find baby formula at a decent price. Prayer cannot fix these things alone. But it can help us 
practice articulating our needs before we go to our neighbor, our online community, and local hospitals. 

What does prayer do for you? How do you pray? What makes you feel like a prayer was meaningful, 
powerful or anointed? How do you know when you’re done praying? Is there an idea that you keep coming 
back to in your prayers? Take time to think about your communications with God. What kind of God do you 
imagine is on the mainline*? 

*Mainline is a reference to the Black song and expression, Jesus on the Mainline. It imagines Jesus as a call
operator who is willing to connect people to what they need.
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Words for inspiration:

Consider this statement on youth liberation.

Sources

https://www.biblescholars.org/2013/05/the-lords-prayer-and-the-amidah.html 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-17-3/commentary-
on-luke-111-13-5 
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/06/1097210720/roe-v-wade-abortion-groups-donations-surge 
https://www.parents.com/kindred/gentle-parenting-is-a-chance-for-black-children-and-parents-to-thrive/ 
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/new-netflix-docuseries-warren-jeffs-polygamist-
cult-keep-sweet-trailer-1358819/ 
https://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2022/05/19/the-corporate-monopolies-behind-americas-baby-formula-
crisis 

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

As Sri Lanka’s leader agrees to step down, protesters sing on the streets. But the future is uncertain and 
the economy is wrecked
I was on The First 48. Your true-crime obsession is based on lies.
Global South Is Facing a “Complete Energy Crisis” from Oil to Natural Gas Amid Ukraine War & 
Pandemic
Judicial Coup? SCOTUS Gerrymandering Case May Let GOP State Legislatures Control Federal 
Elections
“Left Internationalism in the Heart of Empire”: Aziz Rana & Darryl Li on Building a New Foreign Policy
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/i-an-ok-ta-chai-youth-liberation
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/10/asia/sri-lanka-protest-president-sunday-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/10/asia/sri-lanka-protest-president-sunday-intl-hnk/index.html
https://scalawagmagazine.org/2022/06/first-48/
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/7/7/sri_lanka_energy_crisis
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/7/7/sri_lanka_energy_crisis
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/7/7/left_internationalism_aziz_rana_darryl_li


July 24,  2022

© 2022 enfleshed 

Commentaries Author 

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen 
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world. 
”

Liturgy Author 
 

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, 
and poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina 
with her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for 
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community 
settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity 
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic 
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-
sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at 

revmollybolton.com and on insta @mjbolton.

Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of  “Liturgy that Matters.” 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
 
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 

https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/
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verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be 
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.




