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July 31, 2022

Hosea I I:1-11

Psalm 107:1-9, 43

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12

Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

What links the texts this week?

There is language in scripture that we should exercise caution in repeating for modern audiences.
These texts articulate the justice of a marginalized community reversing insulting language against
those with power and resources. The “foolish” in these passages are not those who are lacking any in-
tellectual capacities or who are vulnerable in any way.“Fools” are those with privilege enough to hope
in the wrong sources - misplaced optimism that endangers the community at large. May we take the
example of reserving our insults for those in power while respecting the right of vulnerable communi-
ties to restrict the use of terms historically used to marginalize them.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Love that Never Ceases
Energy Who animates the Cosmos
Wellspring of Abundance—

You do not withhold, you do not hoard;
You break bread and there is enough.

Singular Love

Unending Hope

Mysterious Peace—

We gather together, longing for You.

Opening Prayer

We witness Your wonder, Divine Cosmos, when new technology reveals to us the ancient: mountainscapes
of orange nebulae, stars glowing even as they fade, the history of galaxies unfolding. Oh, that we could live
with ease as the miraculous matter and energy we are, offering each other wonder as it has been offered to
us. Show us the way, Holy Creator. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

Mountains contrast molehills; storehouses contrast a few grains of rice—in a world of abundance,
resources are hoarded by the few.When the inequity seems insurmountable, God blesses our co-laboring
to make our communities equitable. And our efforts co-mingling with all those doing the same. Let us bring
forth our offerings that there may be enough for all.

Prayer of Dedication

Living Christ, you tell us stories about how to have spiritual abundance—welcoming the stranger, attending
to those who need medical care, sharing what we have, spending time in soulful solitude. May we live out
your legacy of practical and extravagant love. Bless our offerings to this purpose. Amen.

Benediction

May we die to harmful ways like a star collapsing, beautiful in our unraveling.

May we open to the life-giving like a galaxy spreading out, brilliant in our becoming.
The Love that breathes the Milky Way, expands our lungs too—

How can we not go with God?

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What alternative language could you offer to replace “fool?" How can you nuance its use
in your congregation in a way that honors neurodiversity?

* In what ways might the seduction of capitalism or misplaced optimism display itself in
your faith community? What communal practices can help realign those areas?

* How does your tradition articulate the relationship between the spiritual and material?
Are they discussed as equals?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Eréndira (she/her.

Cosmic - I've been thinking a lot about space and time lately, mostly about how little | understand the
workings of their relationship and the way that | move through both.As a human being bound to both space
and time, I've been interrogating the conceptions | hold of both that are limited by my positionality in the
particularity of this Now. | realize how often | attempt to affect the future by controlling the present through

my material realities. If | can have the present circumstances, relationships, vocational opportunities, healing,
(insert any other lived experience just right, then | can have the future | believe | should have. If | can control
the perceived scarcity of my life, then maybe | can manifest the abundance my heart desires. If | can build my
barns just right, then maybe | can finally rest and have the life | deserve. And yet, the Divine operates outside of
our conceptions of time and space, beyond our understandings of material and spiritual realms.

The parable speaks to an issue of some kind. But is it the richness? The “foolishness?" A combination of the
two? An inappropriate relationship to time/space, the material/spiritual? A mis-imagination of the future built off
a distorted relationship to the present and the material expectations for our lives? What does God want from
humans in light of this passage?

It appears that there is something about the nature of richness that God desires, and richness implies
abundance of some kind. On one level, abundance in this text is tied to a form of inner spiritual abundance—to
be rich toward God spiritually. In this sense, it is allowing the Soul to be seen, known, loved by God. It is the
richness of Divine relationship, of coming to know our belovedness, and from that, our interconnectedness
with the rest of creation. In this way, any relationship to abundance is grounded in the Divine-Self relationship
out of which we can begin to extend beyond the ego self to the Self that knows it does not and cannot exist
outside of relationship.This richness reorients abundance beyond the ego self and towards the True Self
located in God and others.

But on another level, the text feels complicated by the reality that our material lives matter to God.We
cultivate a non-binary relationship with the Divine that does not prioritize the spiritual over the material or
attempt bifurcate the two.The spiritual/material exists on the same plane, and abundance in one realm speaks
to some kind of abundance in the other.With this in mind, at what point does material abundance cross the
line from a celebration of an embodied life to what the text calls "foolishness?"

| believe the way we conduct ourselves in regard to our possessions matters to God.And | think this text
invites us to consider the way we conduct ourselves toward material matters beyond “our things” might
matter to God just as much.This conduct matters both spatially and temporally. The more | try to control my
material reality towards a future of my own sense of “rightness,” the more | find | am trying to manipulate the
Divine into alignment with my own will. Being unbound by both space/time and material/spiritual means that
the Divine reorients our understanding of abundance, how we conceive of time and space, and how we are
situated and moved within all three.

Structural:

To be honest, the God that Jesus describes in the parable of the rich fool feels unfamiliar to me.The Divine |
relate to is a Divine that revels in abundance and pleasure.The God | commune with celebrates rest and ease,
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delights in the gathering around meals, and orients toward joy. Certainly we see the rich man’s individualism
and greed on display in the parable—“I" and “my” statements abound and his concern with capturing and
holding his wealth. Commentaries on this text focus on the rich man’s lack of communication with God as
he decides what to do with the abundance that the land produces.

In this text we land in questions of abundance oriented towards pleasure in light of the late stage
capitalistic system that we find ourselves living in and amongst. adrienne marie brown writes,

“We live in a world which others imagined...Someone imagined a racialized economic system built

on a foundation of indentured labor and slavery — exploitative production of dehumanized people

to benefit those who labor less or not at all. In capitalism the norm and assumption is that we must
always be producing and growing in scale, so we either work ourselves to death, or if we are privileged
we work others to death, or under risk of death, though these days we prefer that the exploitation

”|

stay out of sight, behind bars or across borders.

Yes, the parable of the rich man is certainly about greed, but it’s also inviting a reframe of relationship
with materiality that stands apart from what we might call the materialism of the rich man.The material
world stands to be celebrated and reveled in. Materiality—body, land, creation—is worthy of lavish
recognition. By relating out of expansive material kinship we move from extractive relationship towards
generative and generous reciprocity. By relating out of expansive material kinship we come to know our
interconnectedness. By relating out of expansive material kinship we co-create new practices of joy and
pleasure.

In reflecting on the parable of the rich fool we are asked to examine the line between abundance and
pleasure and hoarding and harm.We are asked to unbind celebration of the embodied, material, human
experience from the toxicity of capitalist materialism that views that created world, human and non-human,
as means to ends, and in the process, creates scarcity of resources and death for others.We are asked to
reflect on the balance between mutual aid and collective care practices with the inner soul care required
for sustained change-making.We are asked to name our values and what expressions of love/care orient
and move us toward justice and liberation.We are asked to consider what new futures and new economies
we labor toward and direct the abundance in our lives.

Interpersonal:

Lately I've returned to my tarot deck as a place for spiritual exploration and opening. On a recent spread |
pulled The Fool card, so I've been meditating on this image and archetype for a few weeks. Little Red Tarot
describes The Fool saying,“The Fool asks us to enter into an exchange of trust with the Universe. It asks
you to place your trust in the unseen, allow yourself to be guided by curiosity, move beyond self-doubt

and fear of failure...and in return you will find yourself on a journey that is richer, more challenging, more
rewarding, wilder, freer, less predictable, and more fun.You place your faith in the Universe, and in your own

self — together.You plus the mystery of life, is a magical combination.” 2

In tarot, the “foolishness” of The Fool is not seen as a negative attribute. Certainly there is some naivete,
but there is an innocence and optimism to The Fool as well. The Fool is embarking on the life journey, not

I adrienne marie brown, https://adriennemareebrown.net/tag/pleasure-activism/
2 https://littleredtarot.com/learn-tarot/library/majors/0-the-fool/
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knowing where the path will take them, with all the openness and possibility of a full and rich life lying ahead.

But in today’s text we encounter a character described as the rich fool. Our role as faith leaders obligates

us to hesitate with language that has been leveraged against marginalized people or that perpetuates stigmas
that serve domination.While we have reason not to read the word “fool” in association with the character’s
intelligence, we should take into account modern ableist weaponization of this designation to insult people’s
intelligence. The fool in this gospel parable has completed his worldly life and at the end of his life’s journey
is met by God who says that he has been found wanting. The Fool’s journey always ends with The World, a
card that represents completion and fullness of the experiences gathered, but did the rich fool’s journey help
create a more mutual and generous world?

The journey of tarot invites us to consider the inner journey and soul work of any archetype.What if the rich
man had opted to reframe the journey that he was on? Given the opportunity to start a new journey back
on the material plane, what lessons would the rich man take? What inner work does the rich “fool” require
to transform into The Fool who curiously jumps into partnership and solidarity with the Divine?

Meditating on the rich “fool’s” journey toward the healthy Fool’s journey is an opportunity to contemplate
how we are called to be engaged in the world around us.The World reveals that, “It is radical self-love. It is
owning your whole beautiful f’ing life. It is knowing, on a cellular level, on a spiritual level, on every level, that
you belong, that you are enough.That | belong.That | am enough. How beautiful it would be to be there.Able to
love generously, abundantly, unconditionally, thanks to that deep, embodied sense of our own enoughness.The
World shows us how it feels, how it looks, how it is to walk through the world with that understanding.”

| return to the words of brown who writes,“My mentor Grace Lee Boggs used to always ask us ‘What time
is it on the Clock of the world?” and right now my answer would be, we are in a phase of imagination, co-
dreaming a world where our ‘what if’s and ‘if only’s’ get realized, and the patterns of harm cannot go on.*
The rich man’s journey asks us to consider what kind of “foolish” action would be beneficial to the liberation
of the world? How are we using our time and space to build a new world that reflects the abundance of

the spiritual and material world? What parts of ourselves are bound to patterns of actions that uphold
oppression and what parts of ourselves are being cultivated towards curiosity and generating abundance in
and for our relationships? And finally, what new worlds are we willing to imagine and help birth?

Words for inspiration:
“Now is a time to be proud of where you are and what you have achieved.You are different, and the same.
You are old, and you are new.Take a rest and enjoy the view before the cycle begins again, and you once more

become The Fool.”

— Noel Arthur Heimpel, The Numinous Tarot

3 http://blog.littleredtarot.com/the-world-tarot-card/
4 adrienne marie brown, https://adriennemareebrown.net/tag/pleasure-activism/
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Keep your finger on

the pulse of the world

Christian Nationalism Drove These People Out of Their Churches
House Moves to Expand Psychedelic Therapy Research

Amazon Admits to Giving Ring Camera Footage to Police Without a Warrant or Consent
What Will 988 Do for Black America?

Death toll from brutal heat wave tops 1,000 in Spain and Portugal

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Eréndira (she/her) is a Mexican-born, San Diego-raised woman, who has
recently returned to the unceeded Kumeyaay land she grew up on after 12
years away. She works as a spiritual director, community builder, and educa-
tor focusing on justice, equity, decolonizing, healing, and liberation through a
mystical and contemplative lens. She is also the founder of a fledgling online
community called Spirit School. Her professional background includes social
work, college chaplaincy, experimental community building, and congrega-
tional development in the Episcopal Church. She holds an M.A.in Spirituality
from Bellarmine University, a Masters of Divinity from Yale Divinity School,
and is currently engaged in personal study of shadow work and archetypes,
spiritual direction, and curanderismo.You can find her on Instagram @_er-
endirajimenez_!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained
in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com
and on insta @mijbolton.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/14/malians-rally-after-army-calls-protests-over-ecowas-sanctions

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the Editor of “Liturgy that Matters”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capaci-
ties.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be

included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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