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TEXTS

October 9, 2022

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66:1-12

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c¢
Psalm 111

2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

What links the texts this week?

May we rejoice in these texts’ emphasis on the futility of war, conquest, and argument which are
illustrated alongside their many avenues for failure. Israel’s warring lands them in exile, having finally lost
the brutal game in which the divine must serve as their deliverer. One combative warrior almost trades
his own healing for ego’s sake. A pastor advises his people not to quarrel with those who disagree with
them given that their power already rests in their identification with the divine. In multiple instances,
the anointed engages in discourse with diseased persons whom their communities had discarded,
drawing toward those cast out and forced to remain at distance.

ORDER OF WORSH'P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

When we long for gentleness,
You, oh God, are a Kind Grandparent.

When we need to rage,
You, oh God, are the Crashing Sea.

When we yearn for freedom,
You, oh God, are a Flung-Open Gate.

When we need the sustenance of beauty,
You, oh God, are the Rising Moon.

When we wished we witnessed,
You, oh God, take our face sweetly in your hands.

You meet us where we are.
You meet us here today.
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Opening Prayer

Ancient God of even this Moment, forgive us when we place limits on your Radical Love. Forgive us when
our imaginations are flattened into screen prints of harm. Instead, expand our acts of repair beyond

the performative and shallow. Lead us into the lush realms of soulful self-examination and courageous
transformation. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Our communal resources are to be a living offering. Our shared spaces, a sanctuary. Our shared money, a
tool for liberation. Our shared skills, expressions of dedication and love. We gather what we have that it
may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

Human rights activist, Rebecca Solnit, writes that “disaster shocks us out of slumber, but only skillful
efforts keeps us awake.” Creative Spirit, on behalf of those experiencing disaster, we dedicate our offerings
to skillful efforts. Keep us awake to the undergirding and evolving needs of our communities. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth in softness

protected from systems of harm

encouraged by relationships of care

surprised by joy

heartened by beauty

and emboldened for the work of co-creating a way

where there seems none.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What beliefs or rhetoric makes God seem more like a CEO than a loving creator? Based on your faith
practice, how does your spiritual community consider the role of the divine and Their relationship with
humanity?

* How does your faith community embody the fullness of Christhood? Is one aspect emphasized over
the other?

*  What type of governance processes are used to make decisions in your faith tradition and community?
Is debate or some other less dialogical method more regarded than consensus methods? Why?

Application
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This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - A worker approved by God... a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of
truth.

* Black workers in the U.S. earn on average, 30%, or $10,000, less than white workers, McKinsey found.

* Nearly half of Black workers are employed in the healthcare, retail, accommodation and food service
industries with the “vast majority” in lower-paying service roles instead of professional or managerial roles.

* The annual median wage of all U.S. workers is about $42,000, 43% of Black workers earn less than $30,000
per year, highlighting how they are overrepresented in low-paying jobs.

* The median Black household has a net worth of about $24,000, or about one-eighth the figure of $188,000
for white households.

From Forbes (neither Forbes nor McKinsey have aligned themselves as allies of Black people, so | woulnd’t
expect either to explicate the full weight of this inequity)

Elany and her father Samuel B. offer a prophetic expression of the hell our oppressors have forced upon us in
their text, Survival in the Endtimes: A Wildpunk Manifesto.

“We currently find ourselves in the era of capitalist-industial civilization. This time around, it acts on the
global level and embodies the transformation of the once green Earth into a singel desert. The downfall
of this civilization will be connected to more pain and destruction than any previous civilization. And in
its place, something even more dangerous could again arise if global wars for resources break out and
become the new norm. Perhaps a technocratic-fascism. The sign are already there, at least.”

The statistics above prove that Black and Indigenous people, among which Black Americans are, on average,
among the most secure, have already been the world’s victims in ongoing corporate warfare for resources. We
are the most exploited workers, and this thankless work fails to convey any “approval” by God.

Suffering. Hardship. Endurance.... This job description oulined in this text would make any quiet-quitting
millennial prepare to flee from God into the comparatively loving arms of an Amazon fulfillment manager.
Having arrived in yet another generation forced to contend with the life-leeching experience of labor
exploitation, God as my boss doesn’t sound like any paradise, much less enterprise, I'd like any part of. A
global marketplace that is manipulated to ensure the most brutal labor for Black bodies has forced upon us
a soul-shriveling substructure wherein anti-work attitudes among any exploited worker is sacred, revealing a
disposition towards liberation.

Fortunately, wage slavery is not what’s promised by our anonymous Pseudopaul (the name I've given the
anonymous faith leader who writes under Paul’s name). This isn’t the parasitic owner-worker relationship
we’ve come to know in globalized capitalism. Let’s revisit the gospel Pseudopaul proclaims - “Jesus Christ,
raised from the dead, a descendent of David.” Like a large tip into the hand of an exhausted-yet-smiling

waitress, Pseudopaul slips us this note about Jesus’ ancestry because David was a king which asserts Jesus a
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part of a royal bloodline. In Jewish tradition, the messiah isn’t reduced to a preachy, pretentious Godbaby
with magical powers. David B. Levenson describes how the Messiah was traditionally a political ruler who
would come to inaugurate an era of peace and liberation.

“During the time of the Davidic kingship, the hope was epcressed that a new koing would establish a
kingdom like that of his ancestor David, whose reign was idealized as a time of peace, prosperity, and
justice. Adter the termination of Davidic kings in the sixth century BCE, the hope for such an ideal
ruler was projected into the future.”

The author is presenting Jesus as a king, and if we just hold out, we will also reign with him.

We are not created to be the overworked and undervalued workers in God’s exploitative
megacorporation. We weren’t crafted by the divine to function as cogs in a machine. We don’t have some
ontologically utilitarian purpose that, without fulfilling, we are considered defective and snatched back into
nonexistence. My God is not an antiheroic Willy Wonka or Gru; we must see far more for our destiny
than that of orange oompa loompas and overalled minions.

We were purposed epochs before our conception to carry a majestic authority. We were all meant to be
queens, but not like Lousy Liz and Upchuck Charles of Britain’s bloodsucking monarchy. When everyone
becomes queen - when everyone is given authority - we employ more precise language to distance
liberating governance from the toxicity of monarchy. We can call our collective and compassionate self-
rule “agency” and "autonomy.” This is a dignity far beyond that which any state is willing to impose on its
entire population (otherwise the state need not exist). This is the sovereignty that shifts the shape of the
clouds to reminisce your grandmother’s smile. This is the letterless title that makes the tide obsessed with
the moon. It’s the power that pays for the next person in line and the outcasts who can’t come in. This is
the superiority that makes babies smile in their sleep. The excellency that echoes kids’ happy shrills as they
make the forest their playground. We rest in knowing that our “work” is to be co-rulers with Christ.

Structural - Even Pseudopaul understands the responsibility we have to reign with Christ. He articulates
the stakes in no uncertain terms: If we deny him, Christ also denies us (YIKES).

Who gets denied, then? We cling to creedal understandings of what it means to accept Christ. These
decrees were contentiously conceived by powerful men privileged enough to spend days and weeks
traveling miles to wrangle over words with one another about whether the Godhead is neapolitan ice
cream or an isosceles triangle. While we profess a spiritual salvation that supposedly frees us from sin,
those in economically precarious positions are not at all free from the sins of commodified housing,
structural neglect, and predatory landlords just to name a few. But thank GOD they can repent for what
few forms of pleasure are within their reach when carnal enough to indulge.

Many progressive Christians have foregone the most colonial soteriology that posits sin as individual
misdeed and this spiritually “enslaving” force in the inner life of God’s wayward creatures who have fallen

prey to the wiles of Satan (conveniently represented by anything nonwhite). Progressive Christians’ have
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therefore “deconstructed” their evangelical imperative (at least on the surface). This suggests that it might be
time we interrogate what it means to be saved, from what we are allegedly saved, and for whom that sounds
like good news. What exactly is the substance or security of our salvation? What does our belief in Christ
mean?

It isn’t difficult for the full magnitude of the Christhood to slip away from us - Christ is larger than the
person of Jesus-NOW HOLD ON. Before you finish that search for my address to come jump me, Christos
roughly translates to the “anointed” or “chosen” one for which the Greek translation of the Hebrew is
“mashiach”. Christhood is less about Jesus and more about chosenness and anointing. This anointing, as we
broached earlier, is not only for some esoteric metaphysical aim - the Christhood, in the Hebrew Bible and
the Greek - is a political designation. Returning to Levenson’s reorientation of our focus,

“One major function of the Messiah is to bring about God’s justice by defeating all agents of oppression,
human and superhuman (Pss. Sol. 17:24; 4 Ezra 13.38). However, the focus of [apocalyptic] texts is less
on the messianic figure than on the messianic age, the time when God’s justice, rather than Satan or
Empire, would prevail.”

Up until Christians’ favorite testament, texts speaking of messianic significance emphasized the spirit of
messianism over the flesh of any anointed (and Christ was one among many). So the Christhood itself we
had been handed down was of a bipartite nature, flesh and spirit, just as we ourselves may articulate our
human constitution. Without our spirit, our flesh lay inanimate. Without our flesh, our spirit could enact any
purpose in this sensual realm. Christ was the office of a spiritual leader for the purpose of material change. As
much as the impending messianic era has been tethered to the personhood of Jesus, foregoing that purpose
and call the messianic project complete when there was neither peace nor liberation is the same as trying

to disentangle flesh from spirit. Which part of the Gospel have we forsaken? By refusing to acknowledge

but a single resurrection, we hail only one body raised in defiance of empire while countless other fallen lay
disregarded in their unmarked graves.

Christ’s “denial” of us doesn’t need to carry the harshness of being forsaken by the one power purported

to redeem us from some fallen state. We have to nuance this text’s somewhat careless verbiage: Rejecting
that there is someone to steward the new liberated era among us closes us off to the possibility of liberation
in a way that causes that prophecy to fulfill itself. To deny the Christhood is to deny the arrival of the
messianic age of peace and justice... and thereby acceptance of the status-quo. By accepting the status quo,
we have forfeited ourselves not only as subjects of Christ, but as subjects of ourselves as co-rulers. VWe have
acquiesced to the rule of wickedness. The final question emerges - Do we ask our injusticed to await the
return of Jesus’ body or do we take up the call of the anointed ourselves and reign alongside him?

Interpersonal - We can examine the request in this text to “avoid wrangling over words” through the

lens of the author’s concerns for the institutional stature of his still-emerging spirituality. He doesn’t want
folks engaging in long debates with those he labels “false teachers” because of their gnosticized adaptations
of “The Way” (as early Christianity was called). While his analysis of this doctrinal diversity might be
questionable, his recognition that his faith was not one in need of defending still offers the hyper-competitive
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apologists among us unending benefit.

To my appreciation, the “15 characteristics of white supremacy culture” list is making rounds online,

and we find that similar scrutiny of debate culture reveals quite the fraternal resemblance between the
cultures. White debate culture is characterized by competition - there must be a winner, and one idea
must come out on top. There is hierarchy inherent in the model. Does this mean that debate produces the
best ideas? You mean the best ideas that have us all hurdling toward spiritual hemorrhage and ecological
devastation? In unison, nonwhite peoples across the planet shout “Fuck no!” The same ethos that insists
upon this conquest of ideas is also responsible for the conquest that starves babies who lost the synthetic
competition for Earth’s ever-abundant resources. For a decolonial understanding of how this acculturation
metastasizes social ills, | turn to Sam Mbah’s and |.E. Igariwey’s cogent contrast of colonial and indigenous
African education.

“Because its philosophical and ideological assumptions were taken from European class societies, and
not from communal and relatively unstratified African societies, colonial education was disintegrative
rather than unifying. Traditional African education, in contrast, emphasized the interdependence of
individuals within the community rather than competition between them. It instilled a group social
consciousness and fostered an egalitarian spirit; this in turn naturally led to an emphasis on common
endeavors and the haring of the products they generated”

This chips away at our popular notion of arguing with “ignorant” people in service of their “education”.
Debate is not the only way to engage in didactic or political discussion. In fact, debates aren’t discussions at
all. African communalism had long presented structural alternatives to politicians enlisting debate as their
primary means of influence. Decisions in African communalist as well as indigenous societies around the
world were arrived upon via dialogue and consensus rather than debate and competition. Conversations for
the sake of consensus don’t demand that everyone hold the same exact beliefs or values, but all participants
agree to conduct or a praxis that enriches the community as a whole.

Cat Zavis is among those who have translated and systematized the philosophy of consensus for
interpersonal relationships in what she has termed “prophetic empathy” also referred to as “empathetic

communication”. The core consensus to be found in any prophetic empathy approach is that humans can be

united in that we tend to fear and yearn for the same things. Prophetic empathy practitioners are invited to
embrace curiosity as a means of understanding the deepest yearnings of this with whom they disagree. Of
course, this should not be taken to mean that we must arrive at consensus with oppressors whose primary
fear is that they can no longer exploit other people or indulge their insatiable greed at our expense.

So, as the author admonishes, let’s not wrangle over words. Instead, may we wrangle over how we might
expropriate resources to feed every child, how we can ensure fresh water in every community, how we can
rehumanize the hands who manufacture our commodities, and how we might decommodify all basic needs.
Comment wars with trolls or undereducated family members are not a path to liberation. May we respect
our own energetic limitations enough to prioritize the needs of targeted communities over our desire to
win “rightness” in the debate.
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Words for inspiration:

Take a wander through “On Conflict and Consensus: A Handbook on Formal Consensus Decisionmaking”
by C. T. Lawrence Butler and Amy Rothstein

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Repurposing Prisons Can Revitalize Rural America
Israel extends administrative detention of female Palestinian journalist for third time
Water Access Has Returned to Jackson, But a Long-Term Health Crisis Remains

The Supreme Court Won’t Save Us — It Was Founded to Defend White Supremacy

Let Puerto Rico be Free

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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