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TEXTS

September 25, 2022

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Psalm 146

1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

What links the texts this week?

These lectionary selections are bookended with commentaries on kinship bonds and how central they
can be in forming a person’s hopes, desires, and devotions. The social locations and aspirations of our
kin, chosen or given, predispose us to similar aims. The text promotes a community that celebrates
temperance and moderation as opposed to clamoring for luxury and riches which can only impede
our salvation. Instead, we may find liberating grace in immaterial treasures like our radical community
as extensions of our Source of Life.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Come, let us ground ourselves in the sacred wonder of this ordinary day,
Come, all you embodied beings,
you creatures inherently worthy of tender care!

What you hold—your sorrow, stories,
disappointments, and dreams—
All of it belongs in the care of the Beloved.

What lives in your body, what is beyond words—

what aches, longs, and dances—

All of it belongs in the loving embrace of the Holy.
Let us worship God who witnesses our complexity

and Loves us unwaveringly.
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Opening Prayer

Soft-Place-to-Land God, we desire to create communities courageous enough to hold heartbreak; who do
not shy away from grief, loss, and sorrow. We yearn for space, time, and ceremony to attend to all that has
been lost. Instead of soothing ourselves with platitudes and distractions, may we, with your strength, have

patience and fortitude to work towards deep healing and restoration. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

The Living God has compassion for those forced to leave their homes, those displaced, those among
rising prices with paychecks that will never be enough. The Holy upholds those yearning for belonging,
those whose friends and companions have died, those whose communities have let them down. Let us be
expressions of divine love by upholding one another; by offering each other belonging and home. Let us
bring forth our offerings to God that it may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

Bless your beloveds with safe and secure housing. Bless your beloveds with rest and kind relationships.
Shield your beloveds from destruction and disaster. Bless our offerings to these dreams of thriving. Amen.

Benediction

Let us go forth healing within ourselves

what our ancestors did not have the opportunity to heal,

and carrying our elders’ wisdom with us as a shield and a balm,
that we may be a living lineage of healing and tender care.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What features in your life pull your attention away from a justice-seeking wonder of the cosmos and
toward mortal distractions! How can you adjust your environment to encourage reliance on That
Which Liberates?

*  What psalmic spells (whether canon or not) might the vulnerable people in your community need?
How can you create a space to collaboratively engage these tools?

* How can you offer members of your spiritual community more choice in their liturgical experience?
How can you ensure that a certain posture of worship isn’t being imposed on those in community?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic - Chemically, we are made of the same things as the stars. It’s more than a thing to wax poetic about,
it’s actually true! Planetary scientist Dr. Ashley King argues that “it’s very likely that there are a whole bunch
of different stars that have contributed the elements we see in our own solar system, our planet, and those
found within you.”

Oxygen. Carbon. Hydrogen. Nitrogen. Calcium. Phosphorus. Potassium. Sulfur. Sodium. Chlorine. Magnesium.
Star stuff.

The same matter that composes us is somehow reoriented and reorganized to create stars, asteroids, and
meteors. VWhen broken down to their most essential units, our parts are similar. The writer of this Psalm may
not have had the empirical data through space exploration or samples to know this, but they had heart-data.
In this passage, the writer finds a poetic way to dance through time and space. They help us to get to the stars
without a telescope or astronaut ice cream, all through their cosmic imagination.

The Psalmist connects the reader to the ancestors.
Happy are those whose help is in the God of Jacob.

Of course, one might read this statement with a bit of a side-eye. After all, invoking Jacob (rather than

Hagar, or Miriam, or perhaps a collective of people rather than individuals) is a strange choice. And yet, the
community aim of naming Jacob is to set off a set of reminders in the people’s consciousness. To say “the God
of Jacob” is to remind people of the story of Jacob.

But even more, the power is in reminding people of where they first heard the story of Jacob. Faith
communities are powerful because we remember stories through people and sacred memories. They are also
powerfully dangerous because any traumatic attachment to those stories can sully the magic of that story
forever.

If you grew up in church, for example, you may have specific memories attached to certain hymns and songs.
You may remember Ms. Greene singing “Order My Steps,” and now, every time you hear that song, you think
of her taking you home from choir rehearsal. Or maybe you remember singing “It Is Well With My Soul”

at your grandfather’s funeral, and now that song reminds you of him whenever it is sung. Maybe this Psalm

reminded people of Jacob, but it probably also reminded them of their home community of faith.

Such a reminder is pretty important considering the rest of the passage. When we are reminded of the cosmic
evil around us, particularly from powerful thrones, it is human to return to the wisdom of our ancestors. In
the same way that our most beloved ancestors were human and fleshly, so too are the very people who cause
us grief.
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Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.

If anything connects us, it is that we are all mortals. None of us is going to live forever. Our legacies may,
but we won’t. This can be incredibly heartbreaking when we think of the people we love deeply. We want
our loved ones to live forever. But, this can be soothing when we consider the people who have made our
lives unbearable. We may feel guilt for wishing that our biggest monsters would disappear off the face of
the Earth, but it is a human feeling. At the very least, the Psalmist reminds us that the princes are not the
places where we should expect “help.” In fact, the writer of Psalm 121 argues, “my help comes from the
Lord.”

The Psalmist offers a compelling logic. If God created heaven and the earth (a miracle in its own way), this
is the same God that can execute justice for the oppressed and food for the hungry. It takes the same star
stuff to make it happen. Creativity, curiosity, compassion, gentleness, scientific precision, wonder, shared
sacrifice, mutual aid, collective and principled struggle.

Abolitionist and Reader of the Stars, Sojourner Truth, would say to loved ones,

“Those are the same stars, and that is the same moon, that look down upon your brothers and sisters, and
which they see as they look up to them, though they are ever so far away from us, and each other.”

She insisted that they look to the celestial bodies above in order to feel connection to our loved ones.
The Psalmist points our heads to the stars, too. We are invited to see the wonder in the natural world. In
doing so, we are also invited to resist the powers whose plans “perish” the very day they “return to earth.”

How magical.

Structural - This year marks seventeen years since Hurricane Katrina. Though the Gulf Region is often
slammed by hurricanes during the typical season, this particular hurricane created unique damage because
it primarily impacted Black people with limited cash. Gentrification, school privatization and turnover to
charter networks, land theft from families, a dissolution of sacred social networks and ecosystems, and
long-term health effects all continue to ravage the people of New Orleans. This is a racialized terror, as the
Lower Ninth Ward was hit the hardest.

It is still unknown just how many people died in the storm. If COVID has taught us anything, it is that
government agencies are not incentivized to tell the truth about the risk and danger that Black people are
in. There are actually more incentives to undercount deaths for the sake of saving face and getting more
votes next go-round.

Sadly, when these risks are named, it is done to moralize and finger-wag dfter the fact. Black people often

”

get speeches about how “people should have done different things,” “they should have had money to

9

move,” “they should have eaten differently,

9

they shouldn’t have had these families if they couldn’t move
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them safely.” In his documentary Katrina Babies, filmmaker and New Orleans native Edward Buckles Jr.
reflects on the horrors of being a child during the storm. What news reporters and politicians were not able
to document was the unique asset that the Black New Orleans family had. It was the tight-knit families and
collective ethic of care that kept people safe in previous years.

Katrina left billions of dollars of damage. In a capitalist society, we are trained to mourn the loss of money
alone. But these billions of dollars are represented by homes that once housed family game nights, cars that
shuffled neighborhood children to football games, streets where block parties happened and grocery stores
where people bought ingredients for birthday parties.

During this time, President George Bush disgusted millions of people with his intentional mishandling of the
crisis. It was a national embarrassment. One person in the Katrina Babies documentary reflected that this
justified his refusal to serve in the military, simply “off the strength of Katrina.” For him, President Bush and
the US government was full of “princes in whom there is no help.”

And worse, disaster capitalism provided an ample opportunity for vultures to exploit the needs of the most
vulnerable. Naomi Klein writes about disaster capitalism as an “extension of the military industrial complex,
but it isn’t just warfare; it’s responses to disasters [and] the reconstruction afterwards.”

Edward Buckles Jr. was intentional to include footage of people praying and lamenting in the Superdome.
The kinds of prayers being sent up to heaven were much more weighty than they would typically be. It’s
important to honor the dignity and agency of people gathered in such an inhumane location. Listening to
their prayers, it becomes clear that these are not saccharine or overly sentimental words. These are words
that put God on trial. Will God’s promises come back void? Will we be here in this hellscape in perpetuity?
Will we get to see the people we left behind?

The Psalmist speaks Afrofuturist words of “the not-yet-but-I-believe-it” to the reader.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

To the onlooker, these may feel like overly optimistic phrases. How can the Lord set prisoners free when
we know people in prison right now? Did God not care about the people we know in prison? How can God
watch over the orphan and the widow, when the US government ended the Child Tax Credit? How is it
that the wicked are brought to ruin, when our experience tells us that the easiest way to make money is to
exploit the vulnerable?

Consider these psalms spells - declarations of what shall be. In our shared struggle, we can imagine a God
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who does the right thing. In imagining that God who does the right thing by us, we build our own ethics.

Interpersonal - In his documentary on Black children’s experience of Hurricane Katrina, Edward Buckles
Jr. talks with people about what they endured and how they’re managing these days. In one interview with
someone named Miesha, the interviewee begins to cry. Edward asks, “have you ever talked about this
before?”

“No, | haven’t.”
“Why is that?”
“I don’t know. Nobody really - they don’t really ask me.”

In Miesha’s lament, we hear an indictment of so many institutions - Schools, churches, government
agencies, communities. Over the last nearly two decades, no one asked how these children were. At
least not to the degree that was sufficient. All of us should mourn the speed at which we ask grieving and
traumatized people to “get over it.”

What are the liturgical resources at our fingertips for inviting people to talk about their deepest hurt?

In the coming months, we will be hurrying towards Advent. In recent years, some pastors and faith
communities have put together “Blue Christmas” services. Be mindful though. If you’re planning to host a
service, consider the inherent racist language of “darkness/light” binaries.

Trust, the season will sneak up on you quicker than you can imagine, and it’s important to plan in advance!
These services honor the breadth of human emotion during the holiday season. Not everyone is ready to
decorate the house in red and green, sing carols, or participate in other holiday rituals. Even more, some
people feel guilty about being a “downer” while other people are rejoicing. Thus, the additional pressure to
perform can make people feel like they’ve let down their loved ones.

This Psalm honors that we can be individuals inside of a collective. The passage uses a lot of personal
pronouns.

I will praise the Lord as long as I live.
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

It’s most important that the psalmist consents to this praise. No one forces them into it. No one expects
them to show up and praise. They simply speak their own truth. They do not put their expectations

on others, as far as it relates to praise. The Psalmist can speak to the collective reality (princes are
untrustworthy) because this is a shared experience. But not everyone is in the place to praise.

There are many reasons why people may not be enthusiastic hymn singers or volunteers to read the
liturgy. For many people, church is yet another institution where the wicked reign. In a subversive
rhetorical move, the psalmist depicts God as the one worthy of praise. Dr. Esther M. Menn of Lutheran
School of Theology argues that “Psalm 146 gives a contrasting vision of God as an attentive and reliable
sovereign.”
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“The qualities that make God praiseworthy are described through a series of wonderful verbs, all
participles expressing habitual behaviors. Creation, restoration, and caregiving mark God’s character.
God is always acting!”

But be careful. While it can be true that God is praiseworthy (sometimes *wink*), we still have to be
mindful of Christian tendencies to spiritually bypass struggle or trauma. Even more, we have to let our
testimony be just that. In other words, it is a worthwhile spiritual discipline to cultivate a posture of
curiosity and reflection when people share deep vulnerable stories with us. It is not always appropriate to
immediately “look for the positive,” or even share our testimony of how “that happened to me but God
brought me through.”

Check in with the people you hold space for. Is that something they want? For some people, that may be
desired and welcomed! But having an immediate reaction of talking about “My God” can often do more
damage than anything else. And of course, feeling pressured to get past the discomfort of other people’s
testimony by telling our own is also a feature of Christian supremacy. So how do we discern when it’s useful
to tell our story, or when it’s useful to stay silent and pass the tissues?

Just. Ask.
Preface these questions with the earnest disclaimer, “it’s okay if the answer is no.”

“Is it helpful for me to share how | dealt with a similar situation? | know it’s not the same, but maybe it can
be useful?” “Would you like me to share articles about what you’re talking about?” “Do you want to hear
some good news or is it not that time right now?” “Would you prefer to talk without being interrupted or
is it helpful for me to chime in?”

These questions can make people feel safer sharing. More importantly, these questions can help you learn
more about the people who are around you.

Words for inspiration:
“Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with Him.”

- Sojourner Truth
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Documents Show LAPD Monitoring of Community Meeting on . . . LAPD Social Media Monitorin

Adjustable rate mortgages can be cheaper but risky. Here’s what you need to know

Real Estate Ceo: Recession Could Be “Good” If “Unemployment ... Puts Employers Back In The Driver
Seat”

Egypt to adopt Russian payment system, official reveals

Israel using medical negligence to kill Palestinian prisoners slowly, report says

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

© 2022 enfleshed



https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/are-we-really-made-of-stardust.html 
https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/truth/1850/1850.html  
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/1119644614  
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/we-still-dont-know-how-many-people-died-because-of-katrina/  
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/what-is-disaster-capitalism  
https://www.bitchmedia.org/post/demanding-the-impossible-walidah-imarisha-talks-about-science-fiction-and-social-change
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/21/790163502/blue-christmas-services-offer-refuge-from-holiday-cheer
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-23-2/commentary-on-psalm-146-13
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-23-2/commentary-on-psalm-146-13
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/documents-show-lapd-monitoring-community-meeting-lapd-social-media
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/10/1121340423/home-prices-adjustable-rate-mortgages-risky?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_term=nprnews&utm_campaign=npr
https://theintercept.com/2022/08/24/unemployment-recession-worker-power-douglas-emmett/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=theintercept
https://theintercept.com/2022/08/24/unemployment-recession-worker-power-douglas-emmett/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=theintercept
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220910-egypt-to-adopt-russian-payment-system-official-reveals/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220912-israel-using-medical-negligence-to-kill-palestinian-prisoners-slowly-report-says/
https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/

-] September 25, 2022 e——

Liturgy Author
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with her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
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settings.
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Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland
Clinic and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
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these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.
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Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.

© 2022 enfleshed



