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Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

What links the texts this week? 

One of the common themes that spans the widest expanse of our scriptures involves an embodied 
expectation toward a, freer, more peaceful, more joyful reality; the anticipation of a cosmic shift in 
which an otherwise place is made accessible only to those daring enough to believe it possible. This 
reality is always near, always looming, always hovering above the depths of our suffering and chaos. As 
we mark Advent on our calendars, we are reminded that we, especially the most marginalized among 
us, are always awaiting the incarnate coming of liberation.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Prepare for the Inbreaking of Divine Compassion
for Revolutionary Love comes at an unexpected hour.

Awaken to the Kindom of God Already at Hand 
for Holy Mischief and Good Trouble are already being made.

Ready your hearts for the work of Solidarity
for women and workers were the first to recognize God-With-Us.

Come, let us gather expectantly—
the Living Christ is wise and wild.

Opening Prayer

Systems of destruction are invested in our distraction. They celebrate when we do not have the fortitude 
to touch the bottom of the well of sorrow and return to the top with hope. Radical Courage, may we 
learn to live with fear without it dictating our actions. May the bonds of our community nourish us for the 
work of hope, that we may kindle Love amidst destruction and awaken to the Spirit already moving. Amen. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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Invitation to Offering

Mystic and community spiritual advisor, Julian of Norwich, lived in a time that felt like the world was 
ending. Extraordinary floods, a horrific plague, and persistent violence made her landscape not unlike our 
own. During this time, she wrote: Where do we begin? Begin with the heart.

Beloveds, let us begin with our hearts—touching it for wisdom and compassion, that, amidst a rattling 
world, we might build structures of Love. Let us bring forth our offerings that it may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

Mysterious Peace, root our gifts in the Ways of Love. When we feel distracted, focus our hearts on the 
everyday practice of the fruits of the spirit. When we scramble for hope, ease our bodies into the flow of 
your grace. Ground our offerings in these intentions, that all manner of things may be well. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth dwelling in the nearness of God
for our breath, our heartbeat,
our shouts of praise, our showing up,
all of it—the rhythm of the Holy Spirit—
God with us. Amen.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 Do the present plans of your spiritual community reflect an awareness of our need for a new liberated age? How 
the community respond if you all held plans more loosely or with flexibility that allows for the many shifts we’re 
experiencing?

•	 How do those in your spiritual tradition speak about safety? Who or what are considered its most endangering 
forces? Are those most criminalized in your faith tradition (even if on theological ground) the ones doing the 
most harm? How can you perpetuate restorative systems of accountability that address harm and center those 
harmed?

•	 Are you aware of who in your community may not have a “pod” or a “person(s)”? How are they being 
supported? Does your community hold space for (and accessible to) those who are disabled and/or 
immunocompromised?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic - There is nothing delightful about plans that have to change. Perhaps you intended to attend a 
wedding, but your PCR test came back positive. Or maybe you wanted to visit a loved one, but their work 
schedule changed, and now they’re busy all weekend. Maybe you were going to make your mom’s treasured 
macaroni and cheese, but cheese is just too expensive this year to make it a featured side. You planned to take 
your parents to a play, but your back pain flared up.

We all make plans. Sometimes they get canceled due to circumstances largely outside of our control. It can be a 
terrible feeling, especially if we were really looking forward to these plans for a while. For some of us, no matter 
what we plan, there is a quiet lurking feeling in our stomach that tells us “it’ll never happen, let me not get 
excited about it.” 

The writer of James speaks to this very caution. They write in the fourth chapter,

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year there, doing 
business and making money.” 14 Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live and 
do this or that.”

You may hear a similar sentiment from the mouths of Black people, especially if they have close ties to Southern 
roots or are elders: “If the Lord wills it.” “God willing” “If the Lord sees fit.” 

None of us can fully make plans. We can arrange our lives in a certain way, but we might not always have full 
control over what ends up happening. The gospel of Matthew reflects a similar dilemma. 

About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

No one knows when “that day” is coming. The writer refers to the days of Noah in which people were “eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.” The writer uses the 
rhetorical and discursive strategy of referring to a past tragedy to make a point about the need for watchfulness. 
After all, we remember just how sad the flood was. And we don’t want to be caught unawares as they were! 

But what if the people in this described example were doing the right thing? After all, Ecclesiastes 9 teaches,

7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has long ago approved what you 
do. 8 Let your garments always be white; do not let oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you 
love all the days of your vain life that are given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at 
which you toil under the sun.
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The people in the Matthean imagination are “taken” doing typical tasks. People are in the field and grinding 
meal. These are the tasks, assumedly, of community life. We do not only go to the field for our own food, 
but for the community’s sake. No one grinds meal just for their own tummies. 

This image of being “taken” haunts us because no one wants to imagine that critical community members will 
simply disappear so quickly. Except, in the United States, people get taken every day by ICE. What we have 
euphemistically called “supply chain issues” is actually the result of critical workers (or their families) taking 
ill, experiencing health challenges post-COVID or, sadly, even dying. This compels us to ask, “who are we 
satisfied with being taken? Whose takenness moves us into action?” 

If you grew up with certain kinds of conservative evangelical media, you may have a visceral reaction to these 
images. Powerful Christian filmmakers and authors played upon the existing fear of “being taken” and created 
a series called Left Behind. The psychological damage incurred to a generation due to this fear is massive.

How do we balance a healthy sense of practical future-planning with a healthy sense of delight-in-the-
moment? A challenge of reading the Bible in our modern times is that we have a tendency to over-identify 
with elements that are not present in our current circumstances. The people of this time truly believed that 
“that day” was coming within their lifetime. 

How do we behave when we believe that “judgment day” is coming immediately? How are we likely to make 
decisions when we think that punishment is soon-coming? What signs do you use to determine if “the end 
of the World” is near? Are there rituals, behaviors, principles you’d keep even if you were not worried about 
being on the “Naughty List?”  Do you believe in a cosmic Naughty List? What puts you there, and what takes 
you off? 

Structural - All people want to be safe. All people deserve to be safe. Part of safety is being able to plan 
our daily activities without concern that those plans may be interrupted. Many people, primarily women 
and queer folk, choose not to take public transit at certain hours to avoid violent attacks. Some people, 
particularly people of color, choose to turn around when they see Trump flags or Confederate flags at gas 
stations. People make choices about their safety due to past experiences.

But then there are people who make choices about safety informed by crime reporting. One of the reasons 
New York City’s mayor Eric Adams was able to win his election was his past experience with the New York 
City Police Department. Counting 20 years of service on the force, he focused on decreasing crime and 
increasing punishment. Fola Akinnibi and Raeedah Wahid report in Bloomberg, 

“Media coverage has followed Adams’s lead. There were nearly 800 stories per month across all digital and 
print media about crime in New York City following Adams’s inauguration, according to an analysis of data 
compiled by Media Cloud. That compares to an average 132 stories per month during the eight-year tenure 
of the previous mayor, Bill de Blasio.”
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Akinnibi and Wahid use particularly apt language for the purposes of our study this week. 

“Crisscrossing the city to show up at crime scenes big and small, he became well-known for delivering sermon-
like admonitions in apocalyptic terms. ‘We’re in a real scary place,’ Adams said in a May police briefing where he 
likened the NYPD’s work to war deployment.”

In recent elections, political commercials highlighted the increase of crime. It’s not just New York! 
Illinois, Pennsylvania, Florida, Texas, Georgia and several other hot-seat states had similar election season 
advertisements that emphasized the vulnerability of constituents regarding crime and violence. Throughout 
these ads, producers run B-roll footage of “Defund the Police” protests and implicitly blame abolitionists for 
the increase of crime. 

These are logical bridges that someone shaped by the dominant hegemonic discourse on crime and safety 
might build. Except, there have not been any significant chops to national police budgets in the wake of the 
Defund movement. In fact, more police budgets have increased. Secondly, abolitionists take seriously that crime 
and harm begin somewhere. These community members are more likely to consider proactive measures to 
prevent crime rather than relying on police and prisons to “disappear” people, as many abolitionists articulate 
predominant carceral logics. 

In her book, We Do This Till We Free Us, Mariame Kaba (along with a host of collaborators) argues that the 
current system we have is not only intended to criminalize vulnerable people, but it does not actually intend to 
end crime as it pretends.

“Facts and history tell a different story: Increasing rates of incarceration have a minimal impact on crime rates. 
Research and common sense suggest that economic precarity is correlated with higher crime rates. Moreover, 
crime and harm are not synonymous. All that is criminalized isn’t harmful, and all harm isn’t necessarily 
criminalized. For example, wage theft by employers isn’t generally criminalized but it is definitely harmful.”

Sadly, our focus passage is one of a few places in the Bible where the writer engages a sense of fear, panic, 
or existential dread to make a coercive point. The writer tells us, “if the owner of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into.” This passage illuminates the unique political project to fashion Religion and Order into buddies. 
Relying on the he/him pronouns (which we assume belong to a cishet man), the writer constructs a crisis that 
the “man of the house” ought to fix.

This logic lives everywhere. If the men of the house are not vigilant (or vigilantes), danger will come upon the 
family. That is why the “men of the house” must defend their homes from corruption. This logic has been the 
foundation of violent domestic and international intervention wherever a superpower exists. It can also be used 
to describe the responsibility of people who are not men. In 2008, the Clinton campaign ran an ad that played 
on these very fears of international and domestic instability. 

“It’s 3 am and your children are safe and asleep. But here’s a phone in the White House and it’s ringing. 
Something’s happening in the world. Your vote will decide who answers that call. Whether it’s someone who 
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already knows the world’s leaders, knows the military. Someone tested and ready to lead in a dangerous 
world. It’s 3 am and your children are safe and asleep. Who do you want answering the phone?” 

We all feel vulnerable at night. Security companies and local police forces understand (and capitalize on) this 
fear. But what can we do to make the day and night safe for our communities? We can give into the vigilante 
violence of policing and harassing those we feel pose a threat to our “Safety,” but who wins in that? Who 
loses in that? 
	
Interpersonal - In Shonda Rhimes’ multi-season imaginative series, Grey’s Anatomy, we are introduced to 
two hopeful doctors early on. Doctors Cristina Yang and Meredith Grey attach to each other as best friends. 
Except, they’re more than that. They’re each other’s “person.” Cristina tells Meredith at a bar, 

“The clinic has a policy. They wouldn’t let me confirm my appointment unless I designated an emergency 
contact person, someone to be there just in case and to help me home, you know, after. Anyway, I put your 
name down. That’s why I told you I’m pregnant. You’re my person.”

As the world changes, so does our language about our social webs of significance. As Lisa Bonos writes in the 
Washington Post, the term “person” said lovingly as Cristina does about Meredith gives us an opportunity 
to describe the kinds of ties we have to people. The term is “gender-neutral and comes with fewer 
preconceived notions than ‘husband’ or ‘wife.’ It can even be a term of endearment for someone you’re no 
longer with.” Bonos aptly notes that 

“The term emerged right as it was becoming clear that millennials would be delaying marriage while investing 
in their friendships and their careers. Until there is a life partner in the picture, or even if there never is one, 
we need a word for the people who show up for us like Cristina and Meredith do for one another.”

If any delightful notion can be gleaned from this text, it is the reminder that we are simply going about our 
daily lives until we cannot. Who we choose to be “in the field” with or “grind meal” with is up to us. Or at 
least, it ought to be up to us. We often cannot predict what comes next in the course of history, but we 
can make choices to go to the grocery store with (or for) our neighbors and share the bill. “Keeping awake” 
might not need to refer to a hypervigilant state of awareness in which our blood pressure and cortisol levels 
are elevated. At least once in the New Testament, “keeping awake” refers to the state of “being alive on 
Earth.” 

What if we could simply “be alive on Earth” rather than “keeping watch?” What kinds of dynamics make it 
safe for you to “be alive” rather than “being aware?” Have you been to any retreat spaces where you felt 
like you could leave your room unlocked while away? Have you been to a friend’s house where you felt you 
could sleep and your belongings wouldn’t be touched? What made you feel this way? Hypervigilance (and 
sometimes hyper-independence) are responses to being made to feel unsafe and uncared for. 

So who is your “person?” Or persons? In the age of COVID, we’ve developed a different lexicon for the kind 
of covenant we hold with each other. Our “pod” is a collective of folks who promise to adhere to a set of 
established norms for the sake of collective safety. This way, folks can gather and commit to communicating 
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risks with each other. For many people, especially prior to vaccine access, pods kept folks from the worst 
kinds of isolation. They are still useful technologies for community thriving. 

If we read this text backwards (that is, with the advantage of history and not living as it is happening), we 
can empathize with where these folks may have been psychologically, spiritually, and emotionally. Living in a 
world where our future is uncertain can cause us to think more mindfully about the time we spend. Perhaps 
one way to “be ready” is to delight in each other’s presence while we have it. We can commit to wearing 
masks, sharing tests, and choosing more COVID-conscious activities. We do not have to abandon each other 
completely. Especially as the days get shorter in the Northern Hemisphere and the December holidays are 
peeking at us from around the corner, we must do our due diligence to keep ourselves and others safe. The 
paradox of this text is that we “keep ready” so that we can experience ease. We test, we mask, and we 
engage in COVID-conscious practices because reducing risk helps us to be more present with each other. The 
sweetest parts of human life are experienced with others. 

Let us pray that such mindfulness does not rest on a select few. We might be in a better place as a nation if 
we were vigilant about community health.

Words for inspiration:

There is a wildely-known spiritual practice among Black elders where, during a storm, the household is to 
remain silent, turn off all electric fixtures or devices, and cease all normal activities. The elders recognized a 
link between nature and the divine. God and Nature (not necessarily as separate phenomena) are sovereign 
in a way that demand high respect, which compelled Black elders to allow the storm to interrupt whatever 
plans anyone had for that period. While there was a pragmatic component to this practice during a time 
when homes and electronics were very poorly protected against lightning strikes, the storm was often 
viewed as a manifestation of divine activity if not a medium for the Divine. This TikTok comedically remin-
sices this fading practice.

Sources

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2022-is-nyc-safe-crime-stat-reality/ 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1127/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/25/briefing/planning-a-pandemic-wedding.html
We Do This Till We Free Us, Mariame Kaba. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/hillary-clintons-2008-3-am-phone-call-ad/2016/09/30/
a1043ef6-8729-11e6-b57d-dd49277af02f_video.html 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2018/12/04/youre-my-person-how-greys-anatomy-created-stand-
in-soul-mate/ 

https://www.tiktok.com/@ktheque/video/6940857635717631237?is_from_webapp=v1&item_id=6940857635717631237
https://www.tiktok.com/@ktheque/video/6940857635717631237?is_from_webapp=v1&item_id=6940857635717631237
http://We Do This Till We Free Us, Mariame Kaba.  
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Repeat COVID-19 infections increase risk of organ failure, death

AMERICA’S LEADERS ARE A DANGER TO THE WORLD

UN climate conference will finally discuss funding for loss and damage related to the climate crisis

A Few Rules For Predicting The Future by Octavia E. Butler

The Forgotten Father of the Underground Railroad
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

 

Commentaries Author 

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and 
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to 
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It 
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right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at 
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”
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with her partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for 
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Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic 
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https://medicine.wustl.edu/news/repeat-covid-19-infections-increase-risk-of-organ-failure-death/
https://therealnews.com/americas-leaders-are-a-danger-to-the-world
https://therealnews.com/at-cop27-damages-to-global-south-nations-from-climate-change-finally-on-the-agenda
https://commongood.cc/reader/a-few-rules-for-predicting-the-future-by-octavia-e-butler/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CI%20mean%20there's%20no%20single,if%20you%20choose%20to%20be.%E2%80%9D
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-forgotten-father-of-the-underground-railroad-180981088/
https://www.fishsandwichheaven.com/
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Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of  “Liturgy that Matters.” 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use 
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of 
the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing 
capacities.  
 
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or 
verbally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] 
should be included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using 
these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


