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TEXTS

March 19, 2023

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

What links the texts this week?

Christ claims to be the light in our texts, and we often see light presented as a divine force for good.
It is now spoken of as the only divine force for good. Still, the narrative of David’s selection and the
sight miracle testify to divinity being found in unexpected containers like a reddish kid or the black
mud. If we’re only looking for Mother where the light is, the light will obstruct our ability to perceive
her in Blackness. May Mother meet us at midnight as well as noonday.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Justice-Making God—
Reveal those who are causing harm!

Hold accountable those who ignore the immutable worth of all people!
Bring down those who exploit our planet home and Her inhabitants!

In your protecting shade, cover the vulnerable.
In your rich soil, grow our community’s practices of solidarity.

Meet us this day, our Fervent Protector
and our Partner in the Work of Compassion.

Opening Prayer

God tenderly cares for us like a shepherd caring for her flock.
She’s an advocate for what we need—clean water to drink, soft pastures to rest in.
Our souls are refreshed.

God nudges us towards Paths of Life.

Even when we go through unfamiliar vallies,
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the love of the Faithful Shepherd guides us.

God is like a grandmother setting a table with nourishing food.
God is like a body worker blessing our skin with oil.
Do you feel Her overflow of compassion?

Surely grace and tenderness carry us through our days
and we are held in Divine Love no matter our circumstances.

Invitation to Offering

Our teacher, Jesus, often asked more questions than he answered. He invited those around him to be
curious about their assumptions. In this spirit, we gather our offerings today, letting go of how we might
“know best” and trusting community wisdom to flow our resources to places of need.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Wisdom, bless our gathered resources towards the accountability of those who are causing harm,
towards the protection of those who are vulnerable, and to the curiosity of our own hearts—for we long
to be creative and effective partners in collective liberation. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth in the care of our Shepherding God

who holds the harmful accountable
and guides us towards the Paths of Life.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does your spiritual community take part in the divine work of exposure? What spiritual practices
fortify and ritualize this in your community?

* Consider the darkest-skinned people in your faith community - what position do they have in the
community? In what ways are dark-skinned people publicly affirmed in your sacred rhetoric and/or
iconography?

*  When a member of your community has been injusticed, how does your congregation respond? Is
there an expectation that community member share when they face violence even in less acute forms?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic - God is the Mother that won't let you hide anything from Them. No matter how hard you try, no
matter how small it is, or how long ago it was, she will always find out. | used to ask my own mother “How?”,
and the answer was always the same: “Because I'm your mother.” This is the God | see in this passage. Living as
children of light means living with a clear conscience. There’s no need to hide anything when you live righteously,
and there’s also no use, because eventually the light will find it. The light always exposes what's hidden.

There is a sense of grace revealed in this perspective of God. God sees us—every part of us—and loves us—
every part of us. There’s also a sense of justice revealed through this perspective of God. Throughout the Bible,
God is the one who sees the suffering of those who are overlooked. God judges nations based on how they
treat the orphans, the widows, and the foreigners. God shines a light on their suffering, God’s people shine a light
on them too, and they care for the unprotected. God also shines a light on those responsible for their suffering,
promising that their evil will not remain hidden.

This vision of God is needed now more than ever. Privileged people hold back struggles against injustice by
denying that the injustices even exist. Whether it's the denial of police brutality, or imperialist wars, or anti-trans
violence, or anti-immigrant violence, or the ecological crisis, God shines a light and reveals all of it. God sees the
unjust and unfruitful works of this world, and empowers us to expose them.

One of the privileges that come with power is the capability to hide. With enough power and resources, you can
hide anything, whether that’s money, property, history, abuse, or exploitation. This passage praises a God that
sees all that’s hidden and promises, “Christ will shine on you.”

Structural - In our postcolonial context, the Bible’s use of light and dark imagery has been used as a frequent
tool of racist Biblical interpretation. The Western reinterpretation of the colors white and black as good and evil,
runs deep in our collective consciousness, so we must approach light and dark symbolism with skepticism, no
matter when it was written. This symbolic shift also affected Christian imagery, as Jesus, Mary, the saints, and the
angels have all been transformed into pale white Europeans, reflecting the skin of Christian colonizers. For many,
Christianity still functions as a white religion, no matter the color of the congregation, because of this history of
colonization and reinterpretation.

The reduction of the Divine to white and bright imagery avoids the scriptures that describe darkness as a
positive symbol for God. God rests in the clouds, in the shadows, and in the storms, and covers the people in

her shade. In the beginning God separates the light from the dark, but both are divine.

Darkness can be used to hide evil, but darkness was never evil in itself. In our passage evil deeds are hidden in
the dark, and must be exposed by the light. After white theology’s reinterpretation of these symbols, however,
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a new metaphor may be more apt in our context. The Biblical symbol of light is designed to reveal what’s
hidden, but white theology’s light is used as a tool to hide, not reveal. White theology hides evil deeds by
shining its overwhelmingly bright glaring light to divert our attention away from evil. White theology’s light is
used as a weapon to dominate. They dominate religion, politics, culture, education, and swear that their light
is all there is to see.

Our resistance to white theology dims its light as we discover alternative ideologies and systems that have
been covered up. Black Theology, Womanist Theology, Mujerista Theology, Queer Theology and other
liberative theologies help us dim white theology’s bright light so we can reveal everything that’s truly available
to us. And in this mission God is on our side, providing shade through the dark cloud She rests in.

Interpersonal - Churches would look a lot different today if Christians took this passage seriously and
committed themselves to exposing “unfruitful works of darkness”. Christianity has developed a reputation
for doing the exact opposite, by using faith to justify hiding evil deeds. From rampant clerical sexual abuse,
to stealing money, to silencing victims, Christian institutions have become the very place that needs to be
exposed.

In January, 2023 an Alabama man named Anthony Mitchell was frozen to death by Walker County police.
According to his family’s lawsuit, he was arrested after a mental breakdown, and was left for hours, naked, in
the jail kitchen’s walk-in freezer as punishment. “Numerous corrections officers and medical staff wandered
over to his open cell door to spectate and be entertained by his condition,” said the family’s lawyer. Video
footage of police transporting his body from the jail to the hospital contradicted the police’s original
statement that he was “alert and conscious” when he left the jail.!

Walker County citizens knew this wasn't the first instance someone had been murdered by the department
in their custody, but this was the time they were finally exposed. My friend, Ryan Cagle, pastors a church
called Jubilee House in the same county, and was righteously enraged when he heard the news. He organized
his church and his community to protest in front of the police department, and demanded the firing of the
officers involved, and for previous police murders to finally be exposed.

In his speech Ryan rebuked the Sheriff’s office for attempting to bury the story and avoid accountability while
claiming to follow Christ. This Christ Ryan follows is the Christ in our passage whose light exposes all that’s
hidden. “The problem with the Walker County Sheriff’s office is that for all their God-talk and their claims to
serve Jesus,” Ryan shouted,

“They must have missed the part about their sins finding them out, or about how they’re going to reap
what they sow, or that Jesus came to cast down the mighty, not give them a badge and a bullet, or
that Jesus came to set the captives free, not lock them in a concrete room like an animal. What goes
on behind the walls in that jail, when the PR cameras are off, is nothing short of demonic.” (See full

1 https://www.alabamanews.net/2023/02/19/lawsuit-mentally-ill-man-froze-to-death-in-walker-county-jail/
2 https://twitter.com/_ryancagle/status/1627146925576228865
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transcript and demands here)

This is what it looks like to expose unjust and unfruitful works today. This is what it looks like for us to be
children of light today. Churches must serve their city, and they also must do the difficult work of exposing
their city whenever injustices against our siblings are hidden.

Words for inspiration:

Listen or check out the lyrics to “Daughter of the Sun” by Naomi Sharon

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

osed: Dallas Humber, Narrator Of Neo-Nazi ‘Terrorgram, Promoter Of Mass Shootings

Bookmobiles to the rescue

Jim Crow Is Resurrected in Mississippi

US CDC concludes cough syrups likely to blame for children’s deaths in Gambia -report

Behind First Lady Reeves’ “Fred the Turtle” is a little-known religious welfare initiative slowly receivin
public funding

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.com.
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https://www.transformnetwork.org/news/justice-for-tonymitchell
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2LXaFPtb2o
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestinians-gaza-agree-ceasefire-days-bombardment?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_44rollpevz
https://scalawagmagazine.org/2022/09/texas-mobile-library-bookmobiles/?utm_campaign=scal-social&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=1678063800
https://www.thedailybeast.com/jim-crow-is-resurrected-in-mississippi
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/us-cdc-concludes-cough-syrups-likely-blame-childrens-deaths-gambia-report-2023-03-02/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=news_tab&mibextid=Zxz2cZ
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/03/02/elee-reeves-fred-the-turtle-welfare/
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/03/02/elee-reeves-fred-the-turtle-welfare/
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506480374/The-God-Who-Riots
http://www.damongarcia.com/

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by | should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these

resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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