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TEXTS
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Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

What links the texts this week?

We are introduced to community now as a protective and sustaining force for believers that is
inextricably intertwined with righteousness. We are the vulnerable sheep who, through the strength
of our numbers and the watchful defense of Protector, we find safety for one another. Of course,
this comes with risk in that predatory forces will view a community of vulnerable individuals as an
opportunity to further engorge themselves at our expense. We seek prosperity in spite of this risk
and thereby show ourselves righteous.

ORDER OF WORSH'P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Holy One, You have many names
and today we call forth the names we need:

Imaginative Spirit

Unfolding Possibility

Emerging Life

Playful Wisdom

Liberative Trouble Maker
Wild and Compassionate God—

surprise us with signs and wonders in a growing world.
Swell with us, as we make waves towards collective freedom.

Opening Prayer

God of Becoming, we are grateful for young people—for the fierce solidarity they offer each other and
the world. Open our spirits to the swelling wisdom of the new wave of teachers, leaders, radicals, and
visionaries. Unstick places within us that want to cling to ways that are comfortable, but that no longer
serve us. For you are a God who unfolds and you love those who shake off the dust of familiar oppression.
Amen.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Invitation to Offering

When we are clawing through oppressive systems for our physical needs to be met, it is difficult for our
spirits to flourish. And when our spirits are weary or overwhelmed, it is difficult for our bodies to find
ease. Spiritual and physical needs overlap, intertwine, are often one in the same. We gather our offerings
today, that the needs of our MindBodySpirit may be met. For all beings are worthy of thriving.

Prayer of Dedication

Way Making One, may all people have access to resources for the wellbeing of their MindBodySpirit.
Through our collective efforts, may barriers to access crumble. Bless our offerings, that they may flow
freely to places of need. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth expecting signs and wonders,

for undermining the Ways of Domination

is not new to the Holy Trouble Maker.

Her people are openhearted and determined.
Her people love the Ways of New Life.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What does it mean to be a “believer” in your faith community? Whom does this exclude and how does
your tradition justify this exclusion?

* How does your faith community steward resources particularly as it concerns those in need? Does
your community have a program or structure for mutual aid?

* In what ways can your faith community be working to offer spiritual legitimacy to those who have been
historically denied it?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Eréndira Jiminez (she/her).

Cosmic - Everyone loves when we get to this text, am | right? Right in the middle of the Easter season, we
encounter this text of the early church—new life emerging out of death—and the impulse to say, “Oh, this is
what my church is supposed to be!” There is a real temptation to read this text and wonder how we return to
this moment in time and space. There is a temptation to read this text with nostalgia and frustration that our
churches have evolved into realities very much unlike the community emerging in Acts. And there is a temptation
to wonder how we can imprint this text onto ourselves; wondering what'’s happening for us, for the ‘church,
wondering what radical and transgressive action is happening within what we're already familiar with.

Instead, | invite us to consider that this text is pointing to a newness that was bubbling up outside of an already-
existing story that was known and familiar to the original reader. In this light, | think this text is asking us to look
beyond the bounds of our already familiar Christian story and toward the expansive/ding spiritualities that can
stretch our imaginations of how we gather, pray, and speak to and towards the Divine. In this Easter season, how
are we making space for new life that exists beyond the bounds of church and Christianity in the increasingly
shifting spiritual landscape we find ourselves in? What are the signs and wonders that are emerging around us?
What might we be missing based on what we expect to see rather than what is actually Becoming?

I'm noticing Spirit moving in new communities, with new language, and with new leadership. Follow someone like
Daje the Story Doula or Pea the Feary, and you can see the ways these leaders are guiding folks into the spiritual

dimension in radically different ways than what has been known or experienced through the Christian tradition.
Kinspirit, Timeline Jumping, Manifestation—these phrases are pointing to a kind of spirituality that transcends
the traditional way of meaning-making that we have encountered and covered in traditional religious systems
and are related to a reconnection with indigenous ways of being and knowing. There are unexpected unfoldings
happening for people in ways that go beyond how we have historically understood the Jesus story, both pre- and
post-resurrection.

In many ways there has been a containment of Spirit by Christianity, bound by words like “salvation” and “belief,”
and we need to grapple if those words are still supportive to the inner life of humans today. When we read that
“the Lord added to their number those who are being saved,” do we jump to thinking about our own numbers
in our churches and denominations? Can we acknowledge that these words are contextual? That they come out
of a particular history, out of a story of Israel and kings and judges? Is that history relevant to us today? Perhaps
we can imagine releasing the need to have someone in power watch over us, take care of us. Perhaps if we are
trying to move towards what’s Becoming, we can be open to the awe of the unexpected meeting us in this time
and this space.

Structural - Here we grapple with a framing of in-groups and out-groups; who actually has access to
communal resource and capital, and how bodies get utilized, moved, and motivated within communities and
systems. There is a real question of where do we see alternative economies, both material and spiritual, already
emerging? A follow-up question becomes who holds the vision for these alternative futures and can we accept
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https://www.thestorydoula.co/
https://www.peathefeary.com/

that our churches as they are may not be the vision-bearers? If we are willing to acknowledge that the signs
and wonders are pointing to the spiritual communities popping up outside of institutional spaces, then we
must ask, “Who do we uphold as valuable, and are they only valuable if they uphold the continuation of
things-as-they-are?”

This returns to how we think about people being saved and numbers being added. Does the action of sharing
our resources extend to folks on the margins or outside of our communities, institutions, systems who are
challenging our own existence? Are our churches and judicatories only willing to resource new imaginations,
communities, leaders if they serve the vision for how we think things should be, how we imagine things are
going to unfold, as opposed to giving our money to what is actually emerging in front of us? It means letting
go of the scarcity and extractive mindset that asks, “Is this viable? Is this sustainable? Is it going to serve us?
How is it going to serve us! How can we utilize this for our own growth?” The reality is we have structured
our spiritual communities in a way that simply reflects capitalism and the idea of having all things in common
remains just that—an idea.

Money and resources aren’t bad. They're incredibly helpful, but they happen to be lodged in places where
Spirit energy is stuck. As we think about having all things in common and sharing resources communally, then
we have to consider that maybe that extends to folks who aren’t deemed “credible” by judicatory standards,
but who have been affirmed by a supporting community. As Marchaé Grair says, “It's time to collectivize
spiritual legitimacy. Your spiritual legitimacy should come from your community accompanying you on this
journey...It just means it shouldn’t be gatekeeping, that there’s no recognition of spiritual leadership outside
of taking these predestined paths that often require a lot of resources and connections and networking and
things like that.”

Those re-writing the script on how spiritual leadership gets expressed, but who aren't institutionally
approved, don’t have access to the generational resources that can support new movement. Spiritual
entrepreneurs, church planters, radical community leaders have to invest in themselves/their communities/
their creativity out of their own pockets. They get stuck and stopped in their capacity to join Spirit’s
unfolding because the resources are calcified in institutions that are unwilling and unable to join in the
imagination of newness.

So we must grapple with who's actually in and who's actually out? Who gets to share in the communal
resource? Does someone only get access to the resource if they've agreed to the story in the way that the
community/institution/system tells them that the story needs to unfold in their life?

Interpersonal - | see this text as an invitation to challenge what we “believe” individually and communally—
to observe where we get stuck in our capacity to dream new dreams into materiality and why? | feel this
involves a real tension between the self and the community. Anytime we start to gather with other humans
we inevitably experience the tension of interpersonal dynamics, and we can get stuck in the heaviness of

all of it. We can get stuck in our particular point of view. We can begin to say, “I'm seeing it this way. I'm
experiencing it this way. And so you need to be able to experience it the same way. In fact, you should
experience it the same way.” We can end up hyper-depending on our own perspective, our own belief, as a
means to create the illusion of safety in the face of fear and anxiety around difference and conflict.
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Does “all who believed were together and had all things in common” mean that everyone needs to necessarily
believe the same thing? As we engage with a shared story our own unique lens inevitably comes out. Our

own perspective of what dreams can create new futures emerges. Our own visions of how to move with

Spirit in the world finds clarity. Maybe we can let go of calling this “belief” Maybe it’s something that either

has something to do with your own spiritual story or not. Maybe it’s simply engagement with a story that you
allow to form and re-form you over and over. Maybe if the story is for you, it embeds in your mindbodyspirit,
awakening and expanding you. It’s not as though a story you allow to shape you needs to be true or not true. It
simply is or it isn’t. It either exists in your being or it doesn't. It either is relevant to you or it isn't. The way that
the story forms you is uniquely yours and it refracts out into the world through you like a Spirit prism.

The issue comes when we begin to extend the impact of our story onto others without considering their own
journey. This inhibits and hinders our capacity to be in relationship with one another. | think sometimes when
we're talking about the material world, and we're talking about building something in a tangible way that we can
be touched and examined and felt, it can get bogged down by the complexities of being human. But the space
between the material and spiritual is thin. The heaviness and the lightness that we feel in our bodies, beings,
and communities are not actually that different, and I'm always curious about how we infuse lightness into new,
embodied realities.

How do we continue to hold awe and wonder and innocence as our stories bump into each other? | think all
of those adjectives ask us to hold ourselves loosely. Yes, we want change, and we should be changing selves
and systems, but on some level, we don'’t get there through pushing. Ve don'’t get there through belief. Ve
don’t get there through this adherence to salvation and the old form. | wonder if we get there with more

ease through play. If we get there with more ease through surprise. If we get there with more ease through
curiosity. If we get there through being willing to stand in that tension between what feels heavy and what feels
light.

Words for inspiration:

Consider how your spiritual community might react to this image of a Black communist Jesus whipping Wall

Street bankers and how you’d respond.
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https://twitter.com/welshsocialism/status/1515648853940310018?lang=fa
https://twitter.com/welshsocialism/status/1515648853940310018?lang=fa

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Clarence Thomas has for years claimed income from a defunct real estate firm
This Philly woman went mega-viral. Like many Black creators, her fame hasn’t been profitable.
Police Probe Exposes ‘Very Disturbing’ Texts Sent In Personal Chat Among Dozens of Officers

L.A. College Instructors Win Health Care in Historic Labor Agreement
WA Bill Supports Trans Youth as Attacks Across US Increase

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Hi! I'm Eréndira (she/her) a Mexican-born, San Diego-raised woman,
who has recently returned to the unceeded Kumeyaay land she grew up
on after 12 years away. Pronouns she/her/hers. | work as a spiritual
director, community builder, and educator focusing on justice, equity,
decolonizing, healing, and liberation through a mystical and
contemplative lens. I'm also the founder of a fledgling online community
called Spirit School. My professional background includes social work,
college chaplaincy, experimental community building, and congregational
development in the Episcopal Church. | hold an M.A. in Spirituality from

Bellarmine University, a Masters of Divinity from Yale Divinity School,
and am currently engaged in personal study of shadow work and
archetypes, spiritual direction, and curanderismo. You can find me on
Instagram @_erendirajimenez_!
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2023/04/16/clarence-thomas-ginger-financial-disclosure/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/tanara-mallory-tiktok-cooking-videos-copyright-black-creators-20230415.html?utm_campaign=Philly.com+Twitter+Account&utm_source=t.co&utm_medium=social&cid=Philly.com+Twitter
https://atlantablackstar.com/2023/04/15/ill-bury-that-n-r-in-my-fields-police-probe-exposes-very-disturbing-texts-sent-in-personal-chat-among-dozens-of-officers-in-bay-area-citys-black-mayor-not-exempt/
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2023-04-17/education/l-a-college-instructors-win-health-care-in-historic-labor-agreement/a84050-1
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2023-04-17/lgbtqia-issues/wa-bill-supports-trans-youth-as-attacks-across-us-increase/a84037-2

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly
holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a
Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is
ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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