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TEXTS

June 18, 2023

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Exodus 19:2-8a

Psalm 100

Romans 5:1-8

Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)

What links the texts this week?

Our relationship with Source calls us to a high place that we may have never imagined we could have
access to. When our systems have called us everything but children of God, we know that in God,
we are nation builders, worshippers, priests, and deeply favored by our Creator. By ignoring what the
empires that target us have to say about us, we can also ignore the paradigms that leave us discarded
without care. We can embrace a way of simplicity, moderation, and hospitality to co-create interde-
pendent beloved communities.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Tender God—though your heart breaks,
you do not lose hope.

Angry God—the degradation of people, creatures, and places makes you rage,
but you do not say all is lost.

You invite us to your work of way-making—
We are called to:

Practice generosity,

Cultivate abundance,

Engage in healing.

Let us worship God through our stubborn resilience and joy.

Opening Prayer

Prophet James Baldwin wrote, “There is reason, after all, that some people wish to colonize the moon, and

others dance before it as an ancient friend.”
© 2023 enfleshed


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Liberating God, root us in the reasons to dance before the moon as an ancient friend. Guide us towards
interconnectedness, delight, humility, and mystery. Heal us from the colonizer mindset to possess and
take. Wash us in wonder and dance with us today. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

In community we can seek a God who is worthy to be praised. VWe can call Them forth, imagine Them
in their compassionate glory, breathe them into life by co-creating love and care. We cry: our God has
nothing to do with cruelty or scarcity! We gather our offerings today honoring a Wild and Wily Spirit of
Hope.

Prayer of Dedication

To the liberation of all people and to the crumbing of all systems of oppression, we dedicate our offerings,
oh God. To the thriving of ecosystems and vanishing of greed, we dedicate our offerings, oh God. Bless our
shared resources towards collective abundance. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth:

The moon is waiting for you to dance under her glow.

The trees are waiting for you to lean against their wisdom.
The community is waiting for you to weave your life into the co-creation of care.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Does your tradition acknowledge or intentionally discuss other movements that gained
traction during Jesus lifetime?

* How could others recognize your faith community as a continuation of Jesus’ anti
imperialist movement

*  Who are the primary caregivers for your faith community? Have they been publicly
acknowledged? How can we operate in an ethic of continuous support for caregivers?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic - Much of Jesus’s ministry was a rhythm of staying, eating, and healing wherever he went, and Jesus
teaches this rhythm to his disciples. As he sends out his first missionaries, it wasn't about a new religious
conversion, or reeducation, or some sort of ancient multi-level marketing scheme. This was about building
interdependent communities that we see continue through the book of Acts. And this mission is the kin-dom of
God.

Biblical scholar John Meier confirms “Nothing is more certain about Jesus than that he was viewed by his
contemporaries as an exorcist and a healer.” And yet, the image of Jesus as primarily a teacher is a popular one
today. But we should consider who has handed us this image: teachers. Preachers, professors, and writers love
Jesus, the Teacher. And our churches reflect the same mistake, as they often prioritize teaching over every other
ministry. But Jesus’s priority was healing.

Healers in Jesus’s context were not as rare as we might think, but one of the unique things about Jesus’s healing
ministry is that he did it for free. He passes that down to the apostles in this passage, saying “You received
without payment; give without payment.” Other healers, exorcists, and magicians made a business out of their
miracles. The apostles encounter one of these professional wonder-workers in Acts 8, when a famous magician
named Simon joined the Jesus movement. Simon offered to pay the apostles to give him the power to lay hands
on people so they receive the Holy Spirit, but the apostles keep Jesus’s command and refuse. Peter curses Simon,
saying “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with money!” (Acts
8:20).

Biblical scholar John Dominic Crossan reveals the parallels between Jesus’s ministry and another countercultural
movement of the time: the Cynics. Founded by Doigenes of Synope in the 3™ century BCE, Cynicism was a
Greek philosophical movement that preached and modeled a rejection of societal conventions and customs in
favor of a life in accordance with nature, free from material possessions. The term cynic (kynikos) literally meant
dog-like, as cynics were known to live like dogs in streets, shameless and indifferent to societal expectations. The
movement began as a resistance to the values of Alexander the Great’s Greek empire, and then was revived in
the 1% century as a resistance to the values of Augustus Caesar’s Roman Empire.

The cynic missionaries, like the Jesus missionaries intentionally traveled light, typically seen traveling and preaching
with nothing but a bag and a staff, as a way of expressing their rejection of society’s materialistic values. The
visual of living off nothing but your own bag and staff symbolized the model of counter-cultural self-sufficiency
that they advocated for.

It's helpful to compare Jesus’s countercultural movement to other counterculture movements of the time
because we're constantly unlearning the dominant images of Jesus that mirror the oppressive cultures of today.

The values of the kin-dom of God stood in direct opposition to the values of the Roman Empire, and they stand

© 2023 enfleshed



in opposition to today’s empires too. But it’s also helpful because we can see where Jesus’s countercultural
movement diverged from similar movements. Consciously or not, Jesus commanded a similar dress code as
the Cynics for the apostles, but goes a step further by commanding them to leave their bag and their staff
behind too. Wherever the apostles traveled they needed to receive hospitality in order to survive.

While other countercultural movements based their resistance on teaching people to live a life of self-
sufficiency Jesus’s movement based their resistance on building communities of interdependency. This type of
counterculture doesn’t further atomize, but further communalizes as a subversive action.

Structural - | wonder what a healing-centered spirituality would look like today. The typical Christian
‘healing ministries’ of today don’t seem to be focused on building communities of interdependent care the
way that Jesus’s healing ministry was. The strict individualism and the market logic of neoliberal capitalism
seems to be a bigger influence than anything. That’s at least the kind of healing ministry | grew up around

in conservative Pentecostal church events that invited people into ecstatic prayerful performances that stir
up enough adrenaline to temporarily alleviate pain and be sent on their way. These ‘healings’ were then
marked down on lists of metrics that were reported to the denomination, alongside counts of salvations,
rededications, and baptisms in the Holy Spirit. Later, the more fantastical healing stories would be embellished
and used in sermons as testimonies to persuade and coerce people into theological beliefs.

Meanwhile there are other projects, distant from religious institutions, that look a lot more like what healing-
centered spirituality looks like today. | find healing in mutual aid networks and care work. The Kin-dom of
God looks like building caring communities and caring institutions, and reshaping our society so that we each
have more time and resources to dedicate to caring for one another.

In the book, The Care Manifesto, written by The Care Collective, they lay out the global crisis of care that we
are in today, where “carelessness reigns”. We see this institutional carelessness in growing wealth inequality,
mass incarceration, cutting social welfare programs, and devaluing care work. Over the last 40 years this
literal carelessness has been exacerbated by neoliberalism’s relentless pursuit of profit over people. The Care
Collective explains:

“Neoliberal capitalism is, then, an economic order concerned only with profits, growth and
international competitiveness. It normalises endemic care deficits and abject failures to care at every
level by positing them as necessary collateral damage on the road to market-oriented reforms and
policies. While enabling certain modes of market-mediated and commoditised care, neoliberalism
seriously undermines all forms of care and caring that do not serve its agenda of profit extraction for
the few.”

The Care Collective advocates for an ethic that they call “promiscuous care” which means “caring more

and in ways that remain experimental and extensive by current standards.” Promiscuous care is also
characteristically indiscriminate. The kin-dom of God is built by putting radical promiscuous care at the
center. Expanding networks for care and rebuilding infrastructures to give us more capacity to care for each
other is subversive work in our increasingly careless world.
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Pirate Care is another group that has talked about care in a way that touches on what a healing-centered
spirituality can look like today. On their website they describe the intersection of care and piracy in a world
that criminalizes care.

“We live in a world where captains get arrested for saving people’s lives on the sea; where a

person downloading scientific articles faces 35 years in jail; where people risk charges for bringing
contraceptives to those who otherwise couldn’t get them. Folks are getting in trouble for giving food to
the poor, medicine to the sick, water to the thirsty, shelter to the homeless. And yet our heroines care
and disobey. They are pirates.”

We need to recover the subversive nature of Jesus’s healing ministry in our own ministries today. One major
reason it's impossible to frame Jesus as apolitical is the basic fact that the people that Jesus chose to heal, feed,
and care for were people that their society chose to leave unhealed, unfed, and uncared for. Choosing to care
for those that society chooses to neglect is inherently a political action because it challenges the policies and
institutions that continue to cause them harm. Individual care must lead to systemic care because it's systemic
carelessness that causes so much harm for the individuals we care for.

Interpersonal - As we grow up, we learn to expand our category for who deserves to be cared for. As
children it’s healthy for us to learn to care for our family, and then as we mature, we continue expanding that
care to our friends, our community, and other people who are similar to us. Then, if we continue expanding,
we learn to care for those who are nothing like us, and we learn the value of universal care. Spirit empowers
this natural expansion too. In the New Testament the apostles are challenged to continue expanding again and
again, allowing Spirit to challenge their biases as they grow.

Although this expansion is natural, there are institutional forces that hold us back. Our careless political and
economic infrastructures hinder this expansion by maintaining inequality and discrimination that we're expected
to overlook, and many of our churches do this to us too. They can hold back our growth and expansion by
placing boundaries around who we can care for, while discouraging us from following where Spirit is leading us.
We must learn to be aware of the forces that prevent us from caring.

As care and interdependence are devalued and stigmatized we must consider the ways we have internalized the
systemic carelessness that hinders us. VWe always internalize whatever is institutionalized, and it’s a consistent
effort to unlearn the unjust values we unconsciously make our own.

Patriarchy is one of the consistent forces that prevent universal care. One of the ways our society devalues
care, as argued by The Care Collective, is that the entire concept of care is commonly reduced to feminine
traits. Masculinity in the Global North is typically defined by traits like toughness, indifference, and
independence, while femininity is defined, not on its own, but in opposition to masculinity, narrowing femininity
to traits like softness, care, and dependence.

“Thus, care has historically been undervalued because it has been associated with the ‘feminine’ and

with caretaking, which is understood to be women'’s work, tied in with the domestic sphere and
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women’s centrality in reproduction. The conception of familial space and domesticity as a sphere of
reproduction rather than production makes it all the easier for caring labour to be routinely exploited
by the market, whether in the form of underpaid care workers or in its continuing reliance upon
women’s unpaid labour in the home.”

Many churches mirror the sexist division of labor by putting most of the responsibility for caring labor

on women and femmes in the congregation. A lot of these churches justify their sexism with misogynistic
theology, but progressive churches with feminist theology still make this mistake too. Unlearning sexism is an
ongoing duty in a sexist society.

In our passage Jesus says, the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few, and we see this tragic truth in care
work too. It's important for us to pay attention when we see the majority of the workload placed on the
minority. We can spot it in our churches, in our workplaces, in our families, and any community space. A
healing-centered spirituality also looks like finding ways to repair these divisions. The Kin-dom of God calls
for universal flourishing, and we can only get there by sharing the responsibility of care work in our everyday
lives.

Words for inspiration:

Peruse the titles in the Pirate Care Syllabus for works that you could discuss with members of your faith
community.

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Desperate Families And Gun-Toting Vigilantes Converge In Arizona After Title 42 Ends
Delhi Metro: To kiss or not - the taboo around public affection in India

‘We Do Not Need a School for Assassins’: Hours of Public Comment Unanimously Against ‘Cop City’
How Vegas activist Ruby Duncan’s grassroots movement of moms fought for basic income guarantee.

Newly-released footage shows guards’ excessive force against Indigenous prisoner

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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https://syllabus.pirate.care/
https://theintercept.com/2023/05/14/title-42-arizona-asylum-seekers/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=theintercept
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestinians-gaza-agree-ceasefire-days-bombardment?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_44rollpevz
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-65593675?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_medium=social&at_format=link&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_origin=BBCWorld&at_campaign_type=owned&at_link_id=41593950-F42F-11ED-A94C-75A7D772BE90&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_campaign=Social_Flow
https://unicornriot.ninja/2023/we-do-not-need-a-school-for-assassins-hours-of-public-comment-unanimously-against-cop-city/
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/storming-caesars-palace/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/newly-released-footage-shows-guards-excessive-force-against-indigenous-prisoner-1.6400731
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Editor

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots: Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
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