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TEXTS

July 16, 2023

Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Isaiah 55:10-13

Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

What links the texts this week?

Blesed be the God of the harvest by whom the mystical makings of our food are everything but
manufactured. The Maker has caused vegetation to dance with the light to bring our sustenance into
being, and we celebrate each harvest even with an expectation that another will come as surely as the
sun rises. To be loved is to be fed and well-resourced only in ways that are not deceitful, exploitative,
or transactional. We are grateful to strive for symbiotic relationship with the Earth. We are grateful
to bear witness to the revolutionary transformation of sunlight into sugar.

ORDER OF WO RSH'P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Let us prepare our hearts for God’s holy work
Let us ready ourselves for Divine disruption

As the earth longs to flourish and the people dream of rest
God has promised to show us the way

Setting down our egos, taking up our faith
We seek the seeds of transformation

Wisdom is here, alive and among us. Let us receive her truth.

Opening prayer

God of rebirth, renewal, and restoration - we acknowledge how easy it is to get stuck in our ways.
While we wish for radical change in the world, we still struggle to discern what change is needed

from us. We turn to you for guidance. Release us from that which holds us back in mind, body, and
spirit, that we might move together in the directions of freedom. Amen.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Invitation to offering

Transformation unfolds in the company of others. In community, we learn, we grow, we heal, and we are
held accountable. In recognition of our need for each other and of God’s work in this place, let us bring
our offerings together.

Prayer of dedication

Holy One, into your care, we bring all that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to become. We trust
in the hopes you hold for us. We take comfort in the love you have for us. And we rise in the truths you
reveal to us. In gratitude for your faithful guidance, we bring our offerings in service to the flourishing of
life, within and beyond this community. Amen.

Benediction

Though we face many challenges and hurdles on paths of change and transformation,
We are never abandoned to destruction.

The Spirit accompanies all who long for justice and liberation,

fans the flames of repentance and renewal,

and raises new life from even the most hopeless of places.

Let us go in the confidence of this God,

ready for the loving labors of lasting change.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What unconventional parables are you continuing to draw wisdom from for your faith practice and
spirtual enrichment?

* In what moments have you noticed that your seed may be getting choked? Which environments, for
you, feel like good ground for seed to fall on? What are the differences between these spaces or states,
and how can your faith community ready different kind of ground for diverse needs?

* How does your faith tradition and community balance needs for loving accountability with rejecting
carceral condemnation frameworks? How can language promoting growth and change remain affirming?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic - The Word is alive in the world today. This means that parables surround us in both the mundane

and spectacular quadrants of our lives. For this reason, if we are going to engage with the living Word, we are
required to be alert and open to the mystery of it - the pursuit of the parable. People often wonder how God
speaks, especially to the people who can'’t hear an audible voice or even a whisper. | believe God speaks in these
parables hidden in plain sight. VWWhat parables are alive around you? The parable of the copy-machine?! The parable
of the barista? The parable of the elusive dating app connection?

When | think about the parable of the sower, my mind hones in on a conflict where we often believe ourselves
to be seeing and describing the same thing when we say “The Word of God,” but the impact of this experience
of the Word of God seems to be different for each of us. So we look to the fruit of that experience and we

can expect experiences of liberation in that environment. Not only cheap freedom, or the kind that is reserved
for those who gladly align with structures that seek to oppress others, disregard their humanity, and erase their
divinity. But, instead, an abundant ripple of freedom that reverberates through the entire body, from the surface
all the way to hidden foundations. Yet it is clearly apparent that there can be a fixed experience of regarding God
exclusively through a reverence for the written word, and a fluid experience of building friendship with God and
the many forms in which They come.

People fixate on the monoliths they've built around their ideas of the Word of God, forgetting that Jesus was
speaking to people who didn’t have a Bible and still expected them to be interacting with the Word of God the
way they interacted with the seed that fell all around them. Somehow here, this word precedes councils and
creeds, laying bare and potent to people whose greatest concerns mostly went as far as the next harvest. Often,
we ignore the way the Gospel subverts the established order to allow freedom to reign, and the worst results of
this ignorance are conceived in our limited imaginations and inhibited interactions with other people’s inhibited
interactions of God. We have faith, but our concept of faith leans so heavily on the exaltation of certainty

and the exaltation of fixed perspectives. But, with this parable, we're invited to interactions with the Word

of God, longing for our hearts and minds to be the good ground that inspires exponential experiences of the
transformational effect of God’s grace.

Often when we interact with God from a fixed perspective, we find ourselves snared by the same pitfalls as

our spiritual ancestors who sought God in specific forms. Like them, if we're fortunate enough to understand
and notice, we're ultimately surprised by the final point where we actually find God. The ability to understand
God in Her many forms comes from the ability and practice of widening our range of perception to God. Here,
Jesus puts it bluntly as having ears to hear and eyes to perceive, but we may opt for frames that are inclusive of
more diverse bodies and abilities. When we engage in understanding, it begins to activate our ability to creatively
imagine and partner with the Spirit of God in whatever location She finds us. Thus, the harvest of liberation and
tangible Love is possible because people have opened up their horizons enough to be able to receive and pursue
the Kin-dom of God.
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Structural - As | delve further into this parable, | deeply enjoy the systematic way it builds. First, we direct
our attention to the seed which falls on the path as the sower makes way towards good soil. As Jesus opens
it up, and we realize that a lack of understanding can show up in a variety of ways. Many people who are
exposed to the written Word of God can be yielding fruit in their lives that is not a result of exposure to
the living Word of God. Yet, where a seed sprouts, a seed has been planted, whether by intention or not.
So when the enemy of love, peace, joy, snatches away what God has sown, what is left behind? Through
tactics that are often used to silence the truth of God’s love, like fear, gaslighting, intimidation and so on,
people are coerced into engaging with the Word they don’t understand, a Word that is being pushed beyond
their boundaries set by racist, misogynistic, and queerphobic narratives. Yet, in order to remain within the
community and within proximity to what they believe is a safe arena to interact with God, people remain in
this ‘pathway’ type of interaction with the Word of God. Parables visit and are snatched away in evil ways
before they can have a transformative effect in their lives.

But when the transformation begins, when the seed is budding, when ideas like ‘enduring’ and ‘persecution’
come up in the Bible, they are often misused by people who are holding up structures of oppression. As
they complain about how the oppressed just won't stay down and take their oppression, they manipulate
the narrative to make themselves the enduring and persecuted children of God. The clear strategy is to
seem as if they are enduring and experiencing persecution, instead of actually being about the liberatory
and reconciliatory work of Jesus Christ. It is easy to get a Christian to agree with you on the written word
of God, but when it comes time to embody the living word of God, the joy is diminished. When | speak of
embodying the living word, | am talking about entering into relationship with the people around us, with the
people we're in community with, and functioning in the freedom we have received through our experience
of the salvation that is in Jesus Christ. Thus, if my experience of salvation has released me from purity
culture, my interaction with fellow marginalized genders (and truly, all people) is one where | embrace and
embody this freedom, enduring the persecution that could come from people who still center these harmful
theologies in their lives. | will feel the fear and | will do it anyway.

This brings us into our next stage of the seed, the seed whose roots are choked. The cares of the world and
the lures of wealth always seem to point towards people who really have had an experience with the (written
and embodied/living) Word of God. These are the people who know Jesus intimately and long for this
relationship to color every part of their influence in the world. These are people who know that the wars we
fight aren’t against flesh and blood, but against deep-seated ideas and strongholds. But, when it comes time
to arise and shine in the beauty of liberation, the thought of showing up becomes too dangerous for these
people. They prefer to maintain their privilege, whether or not exercising their solidarity with the oppressed
would diminish this privilege. When it comes to the cares of the world, this speaks of societal norms that
reach from the public all the way into the personal. In this way, you find performative allyship, forms of
showing up that ultimately have no impact towards the shared objective of liberation. In this way of being,
relationship with the Divine becomes a performance without depth and an experience without meaning:
choked roots.

Interpersonal - When this sermon comes home, it can often be one of condemnation. The message to
do better might be the only thing a person leaves with, and this message cannot take root. [In some ways,
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I'm glad for this.] When the idea of ‘do better’ pairs with condemnation, it immediately cuts us off from the
life-giving source of repentance. When we see in ourselves the reality of a seed that has fallen on the path, we
cannot grieve because the only way we can respond to this is “DO BETTER.” “Do better” is a root-choking
solution.

Grieving the forms in which the seed of God’s Word hasn't yielded its fruit in our lives is the path towards
having the tender, good soil we want our hearts and lives to embody. How will we ready ourselves for
understanding unless we enter into a loving relationship with God and ourselves? As long as we remain shut off
to who God is, because of narratives of condemnation, we will never be able to explore and imagine the riches
of the parables around us.

When | realize that | am not understanding a specific way God has been trying to talk to me, | hold compassion
for the fact that there are many traps working to prevent me from seeing and hearing these treasures. The fear
and the judgmental attitudes people express towards truthseekers within the Church can be deterrent enough.

When | realize that | have not been able to endure the persecution that comes along with the Word of God
that | have received with joy, | hold compassion for the reality that even journeying with God is a daily practice.
And She is not holding out some sort of cosmic yardstick, measuring me against a perfect standard. Her
mercies are new every morning and Her grace is abundant. It is Her good pleasure to give me these gems and
usher me into greater liberation and pleasure.

When | get tossed in every direction by the cares of the world, and wealth lures me away from the path to
which | know | have been called, | look at my lineage and all their faltering forward with compassion. | recall
that living in this world is a deceptive experience, one that constantly centers wealth as salvation. | remember
that the collective liberation which comes through the knowledge of the truth is true wealth. | remember that
| only want to exist in community with people who love and witness the real me. And if | am not experiencing
this in community, then | do not care about the cares of that world.

Words for inspiration:
Try writing a parable for something you commonly do whether professionally or in your social or domestic

life. What would be the parable of the teacher or a parable of the self-checkout. What lessons come to you?

What wisdom do you disvover?
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Deputies accused of abusing Black men are fired by Mississippi sheriff amid federal probe
After Overturning Roe V. Wade, Scotus Treats Itself To Sprawling Security Detail

Big Changes to a Little Form

Looking Back on Three Years of Performative Diversity Efforts

Sudan: Refugees struggle to survive in crisis-ridden South Sudan

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

When Grey Oletsa isn’t neck-deep in birth-work, they bring stories to
life through writing, music, film, fiber, and a sense of humor that
functions against all odds. They adore alternative music, good food you
have to dig into with your fingers, and learning weird new things from
Tumblr sh*tposts. Besides people-watching and participating in the
simulation, the Nairobi-based poet creates community through art.

For people who want to connect, my email jonoletsa@gmail.com or IG
@gracia.oletsa works just fine. And for people who want to support
my work, they can subscribe to my newsletter here, or directly via my
Paypal gronathana@gmail.com

Liturgy Author

M Jade Kaiser (formerly M Barclay) is co-founder and co-director of
enfleshed. M wonders, wrestles, and works in the places where
spirituality, activism, culture(s), and creativity entangle. Over the last
decade, they have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in
spaces and movements of shared longing and action such as Texas
Freedom Network, Faith in Harm Reduction, SUR|, UmForward,
Reconciling Ministries Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives
of organizers, religious communities, and creators. In their spare time,

they seek out creaturely encounters and enjoy working with stained
glass.
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https://apnews.com/article/mississippi-sherrifs-civil-rights-investigation-94b831ebfd8954c8a0fcce268f198139
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/27/supreme-court-security-us-marshals-abortion/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=theintercept
https://prospect.org/blogs-and-newsletters/tap/2023-06-28-antitrust-big-changes-little-form/
https://time.com/charter/6290473/undoing-workplace-diversity-gains/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudan-refugees-struggle-survive-crisis-ridden-south?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_twi4t09t1g

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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