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Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

What links the texts this week?
 
Praise be to God who does wondrous works. Praise be to God who causes change and delivers. We 
can demand works of God because She knows her responsiblity to us. What does that mean for our 
own works? What if our faith demands more of us than faith alone? It may require us to get more 
involved than we planned to, to speak out and advocate for our kin, feed people we really don’t like, 
or make great sacrifices for the sake of our values. Empowered by these texts, we can remember that 
to be Christ-followers does not mean to stay still. We have faith in a mobilized God that we may also 
be mobilized to co-create a loving world.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

From the midst of our lives, vibrant and troubled
God longs to connect with us

They meet us with compassion and call us to courage
God entices us all toward deeper relations 

With land and creature, neighbors and strangers
We find our lives entangled and entwined 

For the sake of all life, God summons our attention

Opening prayer

Perplexing One, we do not always understand you or what you ask of us. But in your presence, 
there is something that entices us. That comforts us. That challenges us toward the world we 
desire. Though you inevitably call us toward the risky and unfamiliar, may we not let our fears deter 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing


us. May curiosity and openness be our practices of faith. Amen.

Invitation to offering

The story of God is not one of solo actors who save the day. It is one of community. Of lineages and 
ancestors. Of movements and relationships, deep and broad. Ours is a faith that depends on all of us 
stepping into the power God has given us. In the spirit of this tradition, let us bring our resources 
together. 

Prayer of dedication

Disruptive One, your people are exploited and oppressed in broad daylight. Day by day, unnecessary 
suffering is treated as normal. We grow accustomed. We get weary. We struggle to imagine alternatives. 
But still, we long for deliverance. Surprise us. Shock us. Startle us. Whatever it takes to help us perceive 
the world from your perspective. To the labors of your love and liberation, may our resources be blessed. 
Amen. 

Benediction

In a world where evil is woven into the ordinary,
may we linger with the unthinkable, unbelievable, and impossible.
May we find our worlds turned upside down
with wisdoms strange and bewildering. 
May we recognize the voice of God
in disruptions of daily life,
calling us toward something different, something brave, 
something determined to fight for life - ours and everyone’s. 

SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How does your spiritual community understand the role of heirarchy in your theology? Does this 
inform how your tradition’s governance is structured?

•	 How can we develop faith rituals that challenge our familiarity with opressive roles and institutions like 
Pharaoh? Who is allowed to hold your faith community accountable to proximity with the empire’s 
rulers?

•	 Does your spiritual community cultivate dedicated space for curiosity? How can you encourage 
conversations that challenge binary thinking amongst community members and leaders?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic - At the end of this reading, God makes Her identity clear to Moses. When Moses asks Her for a 
name to attach to the experience he’s had, She eludes him with the phrase, “I AM WHO I AM.” As a reference 
point, this text allows us to read a God who doesn’t call on Her work in creation, or Her power in a way that 
leans on hierarchy for its authority. Instead, She calls on the identity of relationship and lineage. The purpose 
of this meeting, the agenda for this holy ground is remembrance and a renewed commitment to a liberated 
lineage. Ultimately, God wants to remind Moses of Her proximity to and Her alignment with the oppressed.

In this article, it is clear that our grasp of I AM WHO I AM can degrade into an individualistic understanding 
of God’s being-ness. This is informed by our understanding of what it means to be and how this idea has been 
shaped by colonial thought. Indigenous cultures have a grasp of being-ness that accommodates all in one and 
one in all. This can be seen in the Bantu philosophy of Ubuntu, meaning I am because we are. This philosophy 
points to the reality of our futures being wrapped up together, whether we acknowledge it or not. In Xhosa, a 
South African language, a maxim of this philosophy is “Umntu ngumntu ngabantu.” This means that a person is a 
person through other people. This maxim giggles in the face of “self-made” success or the falsehood of pulling 
oneself up by the bootstraps. (Even the mental image is silly, one must admit.)

So when God shows up, defining Her way of being, indigenous understanding recognizes the truth that 
would later be affirmed in Jesus Christ, through his name, Emmanuel: God with Us. I AM WHO I AM through 
relationship, and that is why She points to Her journeys with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. When God says I AM 
WHO I AM, it is a commitment to presence with anyone who is moved to relationship with Her. Whereas we 
have understood God’s dynamic with humanity to be a binary dynamic, God reaches out through Her name 
to shatter this separation. God is with us. God is passionately wrapped up in our story and identified with our 
sufferings to share in them.

Coming from a traditional background, hierarchy was of the greatest hindrances in my journey of being 
identified with God in this way. I imagined that, if God wasn’t this towering masculine figure, domineering 
authority and determining my fate, then I wouldn’t honor Godself and I would begin to debase that which I 
know to be sacred. This caused me to question why honor and reverence had to be attached to hierarchy. It 
made me ask, “Who taught you that?”

If Abraham was God’s friend, that indicates that hierarchy was not a facet of their relationship. Jesus later 
speaks to this same spirit of friendship with his disciplies. Thus, if I can relate to God as a friend, I can still 
honor and revere Her work in my life, without perpetuating the colonial ideology that makes me think She can 
only be God if She is Lord.

https://hebraicthought.org/meaning-of-gods-name-i-am-exodus/
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Scripture continually points to the Spirit of God, longing for connection. This longing is not only for 
the connection between Her and Her children, but between Her children and one another, between 
Her children and the Earth. May every experience of Her divinity bring us into closer non-hierarchical 
connection with The Being-ness that is present with(in) each of us.

Structural - The burning bush has traditionally stood as a testament to the power of God, the power 
that maintains wholeness and restores in perfection. But when I see the burning bush in this context, I 
recognize it as a sign of the unseen traumas we experience as people living in oppressive systems. The 
Israelites in this reading were a miraculous burning bush: how could a people so oppressed flourish and 
continue to multiply, even under such cruel circumstances? In fact, this “flourishing” is what inspired the 
genocidal machinations of the Pharaoh from whose terror Moses was spared.

People who focus on appearances will see a burning bush scenario, an oppressed person who seems to be 
doing well for themselves, maybe has a good job, a steady love life, children, and all the other things we use 
to convince ourselves of a person’s steadiness, and say, “Ah, they are just fine. They are alright.”

As oppressed people, we might even do this to ourselves, seeing the material advantages we have over 
whoever else we would compare ourselves to and convincing ourselves to overlook the traumas of the 
past that are alive within the burning bush. Just because a person isn’t consumed by their experiences 
doesn’t mean that those experiences don’t live on within them in a way that cannot be neatly quantified 
or described. Resmaa Menakem points to this truth in his book, My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized 
Trauma and the Mending of Our Bodies and Hearts, when he talks about healing. He says, “Recent studies 
and discoveries increasingly point out that we heal primarily in and through the body, not just through the 
rational brain. We can all create more room, and more opportunities for growth, in our nervous systems. 
But we do this primarily through what our bodies experience and do—not through what we think or 
realize or cognitively figure out.”

It is through this compassionate understanding that God draws Moses to revere the holiness of the 
ground She has prepared. Moses sees a burning bush that intrigues him and invites him into deeper 
conversations of meaning with God. She invites him to take off his shoes, signaling a new path of interaction 
with the reality on which he’s based his entire existence. On this ground, She lays out a feast, a feast of 
rememberance. And She chooses to begin from the point of Her relationship with Abraham, with Isaac, 
and with Jacob. With this introduction, Moses hides his face, his attention captivated with fear. This fear is 
inspired by the notion of what it means to see God. Yet, God remains undaunted by these notions, focused 
on what She has come to reveal to Moses, undistracted by his ideas of Her, or his narrative of what his 
interaction with Her ought to look like.

God lays out Her purpose for this holy gathering with great clarity. She doesn’t care whether Moses hides 
his face or not, but She diverts his attention to the suffering of the oppressed Israelites. Looking at the 
world today, especially considering the Church, many people revere the presence of God, but are deeply 
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indifferent to Her agenda of liberation. They cannot stand to hear profanity or “the taking of the Lord’s name 
in vain,” but they can stomach institutionalized injustice just fine. Where God documents the suffering of 
the oppressed, these people support book bans and similar laws that aim to erase the remembrance of this 
suffering. Or stand by blankly like Moses, asking God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and deliver the 
Israelites?”

Again, Moses is distracted by faces, by personalities, by connections that have nothing to do with The Spirit 
of God, but everything to do with racist, sexist, homophobic institutions. Moses imagines he will be going 
head-to-head with Pharaoh, making clever arguments and eventually winning him over to seeing things from 
a liberatory perspective. Familiarity and (even a divested) proximity to privilege are one hell of a drug; Moses 
forgets that Pharaoh sits atop the throne of oppression, acting in league with the structures that will do 
everything but give the Israelites their freedom.

God reminds Moses that oppressive structures must be dismantled on the level of deep community, 
community with self, community with God through worship and aligned action, and community with others. 
While Moses might be the person who engages in holy rememberance in the desert of Midian, the movement 
of liberation is greater than him, involving an entire people and a boundless God. In rooting deeply into these 
communities, Moses can dare to engage in his ministry and maybe, somehow, with even a trembling voice, say, 
“Let my people go!”

Interpersonal - Before bravery and courage comes curiosity. This is the one quality that allows us to 
engage with possibilities beyond our indifference.

The beginning of Moses’ life in Midian had been informed by his fleeing from Egypt. I believe this points to the 
fear of the known. All around us are terrors we have grown to be sure of. As a queer nonbinary person living 
in Nairobi, Kenya, I can expect to be misgendered, misunderstood and misinterpreted any time I let someone 
in on my identity. It feels like my heart is already sure of this harm when I’m just getting to know someone 
new. The terror Moses ran from was one of possible death and the consequences of his actions; our terrible 
knowns can emerge in the form of other realities. Some of us aren’t faced with death and the consequences 
we dread are due to the oppressive structures in which we exist and may perpetuate. But they function in 
the same way: they create binaries we are compelled to escape from or to.

Curiosity is a binary-breaker. This is the quality that allows Moses to approach God and Their holy ground 
of remembrance without fear. While Moses might not directly realize what he’s stumbling into, curiosity 
urges him forward, allowing him to engage freely with the sacred. In their amazing appearance on the Man 
Enough podcast, Alok Vaid-Menon, nonbinary poet, speaker, and revolutionary fashionistx, speaks about the 
binary between “us” and “them.” They speak to the fact that our liberation is tied in to the liberation of the 
collective. Addressing one of the hosts on the episode, Alok says, “I’m nonbinary, which means it’s not just 
that I’m challenging the binary between male, female, man, woman, but between us and them. And in your 
statement, you say ‘Why don’t I help them?’ As if this struggle is not your struggle too.” Moses, cushioned in 

© 2023 enfleshed 
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the Midian desert, probably believed he had no stake in the freedom of his people. He lived in a vague moral 
grey area, Egyptian by acculturation, Israelite by lineage, and then Midianite desert wanderer. The curiosity 
inspired by the sacred reintroduces him to the loving embrace of the unknown and the ambiguous.

Sometimes the binaries we create in our minds are informed by the known terrors of our lives. They cut 
curiosity off at its root, before it has any time to really grow into something binary-breaking. Moses’ terror 
of being found a murderer probably informed much of the later timidity and fear we see as God interacts 
with him later on. While taking accountability is something we must all do, there can be a finality to our 
own view of our wrongdoing that is linked to terror. This is carceral. I personally find that I am least likely 
to make amends and own my mistakes when the punishment associated with them inspires terror. In our 
world, justice remains uninspired by curiosity, thus it cannot conceive repentance within the guilty. Because 
our love and compassion is confined to that which is not ambiguous, messy, or somehow unpalatable, we 
cannot be moved towards our own freedom.

I find even in myself that I am only compelled to engage with the ambiguous if I can understand it to be 
“good” first. The problem with goodness is that it is a construct that is informed by white supremacy, all-or-
nothing thinking, the worship of the written word, and many other principles that undermine any other way 
of seeing the world. I am encouraged by the understanding that God uses curiosity to draw Moses back 
in to his calling. Within my personal journey with myself, I am growing to apply curiosity to my emotions, 
instead of simply labelling them good or bad. With people, I’m not perfect or nearly as accommodating as 
I sometimes think I should be, but when I’m wronged, I try to break my anger into curious questions that 
allow us to be vulnerable and work towards repair. Where I have become distracted with the carceral 
and silenced by the possibility of terror, God sends an invitation to curiosity, and if only for a second, I can 
release these hindrances and follow God’s path for me.	

Words for inspiration: 

Learn more about how climate change affects underbrush fires.
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

This is not a drill, anti-racists—it’s time!

Tourists are back to swimming at Maui’s beaches just days after wildfire

After Israel demolished their school, Palestinian students study in the open air 

Synod raises hopes for long-sought recognition of women in the Catholic Church

Bernardo Arévalo Wins in Landslide Rejection of Ruling Elite

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

 
Commentaries Author 

When Grey Oletsa isn’t neck-deep in birth-work, they bring stories to 
life through writing, music, film, fiber, and a sense of humor that functions 
against all odds. They adore alternative music, good food you have to dig 
into with your fingers, and learning weird new things from Tumblr 
sh*tposts. Besides people-watching and participating in the simulation, 
the Nairobi-based poet creates community through art.

For people who want to connect, my email jonoletsa@gmail.com or IG 
@gracia.oletsa works just fine. And for people who want to support my 
work, they can subscribe to my newsletter here, or directly via my Paypal 
gronathana@gmail.com

Liturgy Author 
 

M Jade Kaiser (formerly M Barclay) is co-founder and co-director of 
enfleshed. M wonders, wrestles, and works in the places where 
spirituality, activism, culture(s), and creativity entangle. Over the last 
decade, they have had the pleasure of collaborating and working in spaces 
and movements of shared longing and action such as Texas Freedom 
Network, Faith in Harm Reduction, SURJ, UmForward, Reconciling 
Ministries Network, ONE Northside, and other collectives of organizers, 
religious communities, and creators. In their spare time, they seek out 
creaturely encounters and enjoy working with stained glass.

https://blackgirlinmaine.com/activism/this-is-not-a-drill-anti-racists-its-time/
https://www.insider.com/maui-wildfires-tourists-swimming-beaches-people-died-woman-says-2023-8?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=news-sf&utm_medium=social
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230821-after-israel-demolished-their-school-palestinian-students-study-in-the-open-air/
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/vatican-news/news/synod-raises-hopes-long-sought-recognition-women-catholic-church
https://www.democracynow.org/2023/8/21/guatemala_election
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Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”. 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these ma-
terials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and 
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  
Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally 
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be included in 
the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


