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TEXTS

December 3, 2023

Isaiah 64:1-9

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

What links the texts this week?

We cry and shout to God when it all comes crashing down. When sin is heavier than our world’s
foundation can hold. We seek God when the dust from our razed homes has yet to settle. We
thought God was the night but the explosions are as bright as daybreak. We thought God was the
sun, but the smoke has hidden its face. We seek God wrapped in white, bleeding cloth. We scream
because they left us too soon. Their brown flesh gone pale, God is a martyr. We can’t sleep because
we are constantly reminded that the only way to survive this is to find God in ourselves.

ORDER OF WORSH'P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship
Show up now, God!

Tear open the heavens
and snatch the missiles from the air.

Melt the weapons from the hands of the henchmen
and heal every single wounded person.

Drench the wildfires with rains
and refreeze the ice caps.

Unlay the pipelines.
Boil the oil back into the earth,
far from the streams and marshes.

Where our hearts have hardened,
soften them into putty in your hands.

Show up now, God!
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Everyday we long for You.
Opening Prayer

God of our Longing, we have learned of your mighty deeds, but most of us cannot perceive them
ourselves. Many of us can barely remember who we are, who you are, who you have created us to be. In
our yearning for your liberating presence, guard us from cynicism, shield us from despair, and embolden us
to be expressions of your Love as we grapple towards meaning together. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
Money does not belong hoarded in the halls of power, but flowing among the communities from which it

has been stolen. Money is not meant for funding the trappings of death, but as a tool for co-creating ways
of life. Come, let us gather our gifts to offer back to one another’s thriving.

Prayer of Dedication

God of our Most Loving Imaginings, in what has felt like your absence, we have placed our trust in other
things. Maybe, you have not abandoned us, but we have strayed from your Radical Love. Guide us back
towards actions for lasting change and rituals for authentic connection. Bless our collected resources
towards these causes. Amen.

Benediction

May the full-throated vibration of our cries for liberation

reshape us in the form of justice and mercy for all.
Go with God who—mysteriously, miraculously—goes with us,

even when we do not find Her face.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How do the prayers to God in your spiritual community shift in times of crisis? How can these
prayers represent a full and honest range of what affected people may be saying to God?

* Does your faith tradition have a stated attitude towards imperialism? Is it consistent? How can
you center aspects of your tradition that revere the land instead of seeking to conquer it?

* How can your community practice laying our own lives at the altar together?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).

Cosmic - Come now, God! Tear open the heavens and snatch the missiles from the air. Melt the guns from
the hands of the henchmen in high places and those of their hired help whose wages are the illusion of contin-
ued control and supremacy or of some final lacerating last word before they take their own lives.

Drench the wildfires with rains and refreeze the ice caps. Unlay the pipelines. Boil the oil back into the earth,
far from the streams and marshes, and soften our hearts to putty in your hands.

We have learned of your mighty deeds, but most of us cannot perceive them ourselves. It has been too long
since we have met face-to-face. Many of us can barely remember who we are, who you are, who you have
created us to be. It seems we have to choose: unrequited longing for you, or cynicism?

Have you turned away? Are you too disgusted with us, finally?

Or is it we who have turned our backs? Have we drawn so distorted a picture of you that you are now
unrecognizable to us, though you meet us under every freeway, in every thrumming forest or haunted desert, in
every classroom and hospital and refugee camp?

Third Isaiah says you were angry and we sinned.Were you angry? Or were you just true to who you were,
unwilling to be bought and sold like bitcoin and bribes? Were you angry, or were we? Angry and frightened and
hurt and shamed by what has been done to us and what we have done to one another, in no particular order.

We may yet be the work of God’s hands, but the work of our own and each other’s hands have so sullied
God’s face and smeared our view of God’s vibrant and sovereign creation that we can hardly remember our
true shape. In what has felt like the absence of God, we have placed our trust in other things.

Maybe the potter has not gone away, but we have strayed from the potter’s wheel and have not known where
to look for it again.

Maybe God is still making God’s name known in the streets, on the phone lines to Congress and the White
House, in the whistleblowers and the truth tellers, on the picket lines and in the blockades, in all the people
calling out:

“Come now, God. Come in us. May we cause the halls of Congress to quake and shudder until they are
reconfigured into halls of healing and repentance. May we tear down the prison walls and build up affordable
housing, holistic healthcare centers, and places of heartfelt ceremony and ritual. May we move the mountains of
money from the stock market to the service of your creation.”

May these calls lead us back to the potter’s wheel. May the full-throated vibration of the cries for liberation
tenderize and reshape us in the form of justice and mercy for all.
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Structural - The unspoken tension in this passage is the relationship of the people to the land.The
context for this passage from Third Isaiah is the return of the exiles to Jerusalem from Babylon. Despite the
hopeful picture of this liberation painted by Second Isaiah, those who returned to Judah faced conflicts both
with the rural Judeans who had been left behind by Babylon (which took mostly members of the priestly
and aristocratic classes, leaving behind the poor and disabled) and the people of surrounding nations who
had moved onto the land in the exiles’ absence.This was no easy return, and there was no easy way to
determine who had rights to the land.

Hovering in the background of the suffering in Third Isaiah, and the longing for God’s intervention in history,
is the history of Babylon’s imperialism.

Likewise, hovering in the background of the current crisis in the land of Palestine, as we long for God’s
intervention in defense of life, is European imperialism and colonialism fueled by Christian supremacy.As
James Baldwin wrote in 1979:

“[T]he state of Israel was not created for the salvation of the Jews; it was created for the salvation

of Western interests. This is what is becoming clear (I must say it was always clear to me).The
Palestinians have been paying for the British colonial policy of “divide and rule” and for Europe’s guilty
Christian conscience for more than thirty years...”

Baldwin was pointing, of course, to the Christian antisemitism that came to a head in Europe in the
Holocaust and its role in the creation of the Zionist would-be ethnostate of Israel on Palestinian land
colonized by the British.The Christian complicity with imperialism and its willingness to scapegoat Jews and
Muslims both date back further still, to at least the year 312 when Constantine fused Christianity to Roman
imperialism and colonization.

As Margaret Ernst reminds us in a recent essay, European countries, under the guise of Christianity,
repeatedly invaded Middle Eastern countries in the Middle Ages to secure lucrative trade routes while
ostensibly winning the world for Christ. Meanwhile, one country after another in Europe expelled Jews

or put them in the position of middle managers in Europe’s nefarious economic doings and quest for
supremacy. The Holocaust is just one recent example of Christian antisemitism, and the modern state of
Israel one example of how this antisemitism worked hand-in-hand with colonization and imperialism.Today
Christian Zionism carries on this legacy, vociferously supporting the state of Israel out of one side of our
mouths while prophesying the eventual elimination of all Jews out of the other.

The blood currently being shed in Palestine—Israeli and Palestinian—is on Christian hands.
How might our knowledge of this—of our sins and transgressions—shape our response to this moment?

Because of our internalized Christian supremacy, white supremacy, and imperialism, we can fall into the trap
of believing it is our responsibility to parse out who has rights to what parts of that land.

That is not our lane.
What if instead, we really owned our own complicity and confessed it publicly, as Ernst began to do in
her piece? Could such lamentation provide not just a viable counter-theology to Christian Zionism but a

corrective to the antisemitism on the Left? Could it even, possibly, point the way toward global reparations
to both Jews (Israeli and otherwise) and Palestinians?
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This is not a conversation | have been seeing yet. Of course, it is important to focus on the immediate and
urgent demands of Palestinians and follow their leadership, as well as the leadership of anti-Zionist Jews. But
eventually, we who claim the name of Jesus are going to have to contend with our own culpability if we truly
wish to feel the face of God shining upon all God’s people.

Interpersonal - Sometimes it is very hard to perceive God in these times.

How do we know and recognize God in the midst of, say, the terminal diagnosis, the relapse of a beloved
into addiction that takes them from us in mind or body, or the endless line of maimed and murdered
children coming out of Gaza? What kind of God would allow this?

There is no answer to that question.

How do we live without answers? How do we continue to align ourselves with the God of our longing, the
God of our most loving imaginings, in the face of so much pain?

Again, | don’t know the answer.
| did see a meme somewhere on social media in these horrific past weeks that said something like

What if we meet God and ask “How did you allow this?”
And the question echoes back to us:“How did you allow this?

What if God is praying and weeping and longing for us to return to God? What if God keeps sending babies
into our midst, praying that we will turn toward tenderness?

At what point do we insert our own lives—our own bodies, minds, hearts, and spirits—into the cycle of
violence, the spirals of despair, the unlivable conditions that are making our bodies and spirits sick and
turning us toward violence. At what point do we say “no more,” and grind it all to a halt?

That is happening all over the country right now, in subway stations, in the halls of Congress, on the sides of
weapon-laden ships.

When this happens—when the prayers in Arabic, Hebrew, and every other language resound from the
marble walls of public places—we witness God.We witness the answer to Third Isaiah’s prayers that God
would come down and shake the powers and astound every institution into alignment with God’s love for
all life. The struggle for a free Palestine—crucial in its own right, because Palestinian people are sacred—has
stakes far beyond Gaza. It is revealing the deathly evil of settler colonialism, imperialism, capitalism, and every
system that grinds up human beings in the service of profit.

Israel falsely accuses Hamas of using Palestinian civilians as human shields, but the Wealthy West’s reliance on
capitalist colonialist arrangements has used Israelis as human shields while it plunders the oil of the Middle
East.

It’s time to stop laying other human beings on the altar and lay our own lives there instead—a living sacrifice
burning with the desire for all people to thrive.
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Rev. Lynice Pinkard has frequently said “God doesn’t need more power; God needs more friends.”

May the awe that accompanies new birth be born in us this Advent. May we behave toward all people with
the care and tenderness of new parents who can’t believe they get to do this. And may we do everything
we can to protect the new life that is being born in Gaza, Israel, the West Bank, and everywhere in the
world right now.

Words for inspiration:

“A [holiday] dinner but a group of friends around the dinner table settung up e-mail automation and walking
each other through all the ways we can spam elected officals calling out for a Ceasefire and phone banking
and group texting our other friends and family so they can do the same.”

- @raisingreaders
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Gaza Strip: MSF treating patients for severe burns following airstrike

Federal court deals devastating blow to Voting Rights Act

Israel-Palestine war: Settler attacks and Israeli restrictions paralyse West Bank economy
“Made in America” Never Meant More Ethical

Profiting from war: Israel’s arms sales to the Sudan and around the world

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]
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Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these ma-
terials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally

] should be included in

the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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