
enfleshed birthday episode

Robert: Well, hello everyone. Robert here. With enfleshed. And the recording that you are about
to hear is a live instagram event that we did for our birthday, Nov 1. And so, 1 - the sound quality
will probably be not as a good as you prefer or are used to but hey, it’s from instagram live, if
you can get past some of the sound issues, I hope you can enter into the joy of another birthday.
And I’m so grateful to M and Anna in their work of founding enfleshed. If you have been touched
by some of our work, some of our essays, some of our LTM writings, our social media presence
and the things that we do, I would kindly ask that you would go to enfleshed.com/donate and
give to us for our birthday so we can continue in this good work together. Thank you so much.

Anna: Oh, hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast, from enfleshed, where we
dive deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish Collective Liberation.

Robert: Hello, everyone. Whoa! Okay. Through many toils and snares, we have already come.
Hey. Okay, Well, welcome, everyone. Everyone in the chat. I'm seeing the hearts. I'm seeing the
love. And. Hey, it's our birthday here at enfleshed. Which is why we're here, right? So. Couldn't
remember if we said anniversary or birthday, but I'm feeling like it was birthday, am I correct?
Right?

M Yeah. You got it. You got it.

Robert: Okay, I'm gonna keep my job. Well, welcome, everyone. I just wanted to take a second
as we get started and celebrate our time here with enfleshed. Thank you to all of our followers,
both people who are in the virtual building and those who can't make it and those who will watch
us later. Yeah, so all of those bodies are important.

But as everyone comes in, could you take a second and write down maybe one sentence or
maybe even one word about how you're entering this Instagram live? Like, how are you feeling?
Maybe you're like, ‘I feel rested and ready to go.’ Um, that's not my personal…how I'm entering
this, I’m flustered… is how I'm entering this. So that's me.

Exactly. So, yeah, let's everyone, just put in the chat. How are you entering this? And then we'll
get into some introductions and some settling into our time. Aw, our gratitude for you. Thank
you. Thank you.



[silence]

Welcome everyone. As we're getting settled. Inspired by your beautiful faces. Oh, grateful to
see you all. Hey. Okay. I'm loving this.

Um, yeah, let's…let's go ahead, I will let's. I hadn't thought I'd be able to. Hey, I'm glad you're
here, Allison. Grateful for you, too. Nikkeya, I see you.
Let's start with some introductions. Who we are. Belén, let's start with you. Who you are, what
you do, where you're from.

BelénHi, y'all. My name is Belén Morales. My pronouns are she, they. And I am in beautiful
Oakland, California. And I've been a board member for, like, a year and a half. So, so happy to
be here. Thanks for having me.

Robert: What about to you, M. Go ahead.

M: Hi. Hey, everybody. My name is M. Just the letter. My pronouns are they them and I’m living
in Iowa City. And I'm a co-founder and co-director. And one of the things that I always love about
enfleshed spaces is that we keep it real. And part of how I'm entering this space is just the tears
are just living right, right behind the eyes. And so as much as I'm happy to be celebrating the
space today, I'm also like, I know everybody else in the room I trust is feeling, that our hearts are
with the people in Gaza and Palestine. And yeah, just wanted to name that coming into the
space that it's…that's here.

Robert: Yeah, yeah. Yeah. That's true. What about you, Anna?
Anna: Thanks, M. Um, I am Anna Blaedel. Pronouns. They them. And I too am a co-founder
and co-director enfleshed. Delighted to be working with these wonderful people and beyond -
feeling that deep heartbreak and so grateful for the places where we laugh and cry and rage
and resist, like, create and play together and feel that with each of you three particularly, and the
beautiful collectives and collaborations that we encounter with them through enfleshed. I’m in
Iowa City, Iowa.

Robert: Hey, my name is Robert Monson. Also a co-director, not a co-founder. I wish. But I've
been with them for about a year and I am just so my heart is warm being in a virtual space with
y'all. Because I enjoy y'all. And yes, so originally from Chicago, but now live in Colorado. Tears.

If it’s okay. I wanted to read a bit of a poem for us to center down into our conversation, and I
think it lends itself to, M, how you're entering this space. And as we remember and actively think
about what's happening in Gaza. So Young Pueblo right here. ‘Essentials to remember on tough
days.’ Practice patience. Accept what you feel. Do not punish yourself. Make sure you get good
rest. Give yourself ample kindness. Accomplish smaller goals that day. Do things that will calm
your mind. A bad moment does not equal a bad life. Struggle can be a space for deep
growth. This current discomfort is not permanent.” And I am well aware of the discomfort that is
permanent for people who are displaced and who don't have refuge. And one of the things that
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we can do in liberation work, is we can take care of ourselves so that we have sustenance on
the journey to doing deep, ingrained liberation work. Right. So we don't practice self-care to get
away from how hard the world is. We especially here enfleshed, we want to be sustained so that
we can, you know, do the good work in a long lasting way. Right. So these are tough days, days
of war and bloodshed, right? And we hold that intention as we celebrate, right? Both are true.
I am grateful for the work that enfleshed does. I'm grateful for everyone that is in this room, and
the people that will watch us and listen to us on the podcast - plug to our podcast.
But with that said, okay, we're in this building because y'all founded enfleshed. So I want to
start, if possible, with some either meaningful times. Happy times. What sticks in your mind
when you think of enfleshed. And anybody can go first.

Belén: I can get us started.

Robert: Go ahead.

So as I've been reflecting on the years of enfleshed, and I was trying to remember when I found
y'all - when I found us, and it's been, I don't know, it's probably been a few years, but I
remember looking at the Instagram and just having the sigh of relief like, oh, like my people.
Like growing up in the church, growing up with so much religious trauma that I'm still in doing. It
was such a blessing to to feel like there were like minded folks, like many queer folks, that still
treasured and valued spirituality and spiritual nourishment. Um, and every time I gather with
y'all, whether it's a board meeting or whatever it is, that I still feel that sigh of relief. Um, it's a
reprieve. Being with y'all and working with y'all. So, yeah. That's me.

Robert: Come on. Sigh of relief. Um. Oh, I see Tyler in the building. Hey. Anybody else? What
comes in your mind? Thoughts, memories when you think about enfleshed and feel free those
in the chat. You can chime in too with your thoughts on enfleshed as well.

M: I think for me there's like so many different things that come to mind. But in this moment I'm
especially thinking about, oh, just the way that it means getting to connect with people all over
the world who are of shared longing for something different, whether that's different in the
church, whether that's different having left the church or having never been a part of it, but just
coming together around shared values and the desire to create and contribute in a different
direction. And I feel like it's yeah, it's just really special getting to have those moments of
connection, whether that's like, I'm specifically thinking about some of the behind the scenes
opportunities that I've gotten to have to interact with people who submitted blessings for held,
who submitted rituals or art for sacred incantations, years ago, people who contributed to vita
divina, our spiritual practice around queer art and meditation, or our poetry for lent. Like the
emails and the conversations, the zoom calls with people that just manifest some of that like
real bread, that like spiritual nourishment. And that's just part of the process of creating the stuff
we're wanting to create. Right? It's like the magic that happens when you get to connect in that
way.

Robert: Come on, come on, come on. Somebody.
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Anna: Amen. And ditto to that. Especially that. That shared longing, the coming together, the
like, finding our people in this work, finding each other, creating new sense of who our people
are and how to really hold each other well as as we're doing work that is both deeply meaningful
and deeply hard.

Not hard work, but work that is hard because we are needing to do it in the world is needing it,
and it is complex and it is nuanced. And there's something about finding those and creating
those spaces of creativity, of play, where we feel free to do the work we need to do and then
aren't doing it alone. There is something so beautiful and so sacred in that. And as I was talking
about the the opportunities to interact with people around some of the projects and some of the
stuff that we create together through enfleshed, I was thinking about as we were working on
sacred incantations, I got to do a plug - rituals of trans wisdom for every season. Get your deck
and books and swag now.

Robert: Ok, Anna Blaedel.

Anna: Wanna ritual? I'll do one. Um, so having the chance. Oh, I loved, like, one of my dear
friends from seminary who lives in Oklahoma, sent me a photo of one of the cards on a day that
I was really needing it, and it was the first time of it, like coming back to me in this beautiful way.
But thinking about what it was like to engage with the like 70 plus trans, two-spirit, gender
non-conforming folks around their heart’s longings, our hearts longings and wisdom and rage
and grief and joy as as anti-trans bills and laws are being passed in my home state, as well as
so many places. And having that like grounding of doing work that matters in a way that we're
not having to let go of the rest of the world, the rest of life, but able to engage in differently.

Robert: Yeah. I got me so tender. Let me read a couple of these comments before I answer.
Allison says, ‘you all are my favorite part of enfleshed.’ Thank you Allison, appreciate you.
Someone says, ‘enfleshed has been my spiritual home.’ That is really meaningful to me. Y'all
don't get me to crying. I cry easily.

Anna: Let it flow.

M: We love that about you.

Anna: This human’s heart.

Robert: enfleshed’s resources of nourishment feel like home. And like the world I want to live in.
And someone says ‘grateful.’ Thank you. Thank you for all the comments. It’s funny you say
that, Allison, because the thing that I think about is the word home. So, so I have been thinking
about and developing. You know, material around home for about a year before I joined
enfleshed. And when I first met with the co-directors, that's what we were dreaming of, is like,
how do we know when we've been home? Like, who is welcome? How can we create home for
others? And we just sat for hours and hours and our initial times together of thinking like -
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part of what we do at enfleshed is we make home together, you know, we weave those things
that are the best of what we can imagine in creating home and hopefully refuge for others.
Right. And I also think about Katie Geneva Canon once said, ‘do the work your soul must have.’
And part of my track towards home is doing work with people, doing the work that our souls
crave. And so like when I think about enfleshed, I like, I know so much of our heart is like,
what can we give to the people that they're craving? And not in a consumer way, but the things
that they need. How can we help people get up and feel brave for the day? How can we make
people feel loved? And maybe in their, their home of origin, it wasn't safe. It wasn't refuge, right?
But how can we, in our little digital little mumblings and rumblings, make containers that feel like
safety? Someone says here,’ y'all are definitely shining a light for those oftentimes in darkness. I
love to hear that each of you take time to refuel, to ignite the fire in others. Yeah.
That's me. Um, Any other thoughts before I ask all another question?

M: I just as you were talking, Robert, that really resonated. And I was just thinking about how so
often, so much of what we talk about and so much of what we create is also a reflection of what
we desperately need in the world. Right? It's like we know what our commitments are and our
values are, and then finding the sustenance to actually live it day in and day out is a part of what
I think we're trying to do here is like feed ourselves too, in the company of each other, trusting
that whatever it is that we're needing and struggling to find. Also, probably others of shared
values, are needing and struggling to find, and so just adding a little, a little bit of that to pass
on. Yeah,

Robert: I think for me I was, I was wanting to land in a place. Where I could move beyond
performative, progressive values. I wanted to do real work that was intersectional, that. That
allow people to get up in the morning. That that helps people in their everyday lives, right? What
I found enfleshed, I was like, whoa, y'all are doing that good intersection. And I wanted to know
when I came on. Does this extend to black folks? Because sometimes when we're doing
progressive work, it doesn't quite make it all the way to the Black side of things, but I really have
been so moved by everyone's heart within and enfleshed to see, like a liberation act that
touches multiple streams. Right? Um, let me read one more thing. Nikkeya says, ‘preach, I love
y'all.’

Anna: We love you.

Patty says ‘I'm in the middle of tutoring a student, but just seeing your beautiful soul and just
made my shitty day a little better.

Anna: Love you. Patty. Link.

Robert: Love it. Hey. We're talking about creating a world - something better than what we we've
encountered, right? When y'all think about enfleshed, y'all think about the world that you want to
live in. What are some thoughts that come to your mind? And this is a heavy time. So there's a
lot of things I want to live in. That's not what we are in right now.Go ahead. Anna.
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Anna: Yeah. I mean, starting with a free Palestine and starting with a reality where our Jewish
kin feel protected and held by us. Where Palestinians are free to live and move and breathe.
Where right. And then rippling out, where people are free, where every single person. Because
every precious, precious life does matter. And because we know that the systems of violence
impact people differently. And where we need to put our attention right now in any given
moment is who is under most immediate threat. And like, that's where it needs to start, always,
as we're envisioning the world that we want and need - and both a different world, but then
creating that world differently too.

Robert: Thank you for that. Yeah.

Belén: I've been really struggling with this question, given the genocide happening, genocides
actually happening, and I it's hard to see on some days, you know, and today is that that day for
me, this week, this last couple of weeks like I said. And um, and I think that's why places like
enfleshed are so important because it reminds me that I'm not the only I'm not the only one
that's hopeful for something better. I'm not the only one grieving. Because when you look out at
the world, I mean, some people are just continuing on, right? And, and not stopping, not
hearing, not listening. And places like enfleshed, when I'm with you all I know I can show up
with, with all of the reality that comes with being me and what I'm seeing and how I'm being
impacted, how other folks are being impacted. And I think of that meeting we had in July where
no one was okay on our team, you know, including me that was facilitating that meeting. And
the summer really, really sucked. And I was just in the throes of grief. And it was so great to, to
to, to, be with one another and to just throw the agenda out the window because we mattered
more. I think we put people over process every time. And that means some projects may be a
little slowed down or whatever, but we don't let that, you know, that kind of stereotypical
nonprofit rush for urgency rush us. Not when we need to be together. Not when we need to be
with one another. And I'm just really grateful for this space where we can show
up wholly and especially when we don't feel whole. So, yeah, I don't think I totally answer the
question, but that's what I know.

Robert: You did. You did. That was a beautiful, Belén. M, what do you think?

M: I'm just like, flooded with different longings and dreams and desires and, um, gratitudes. But
I'm thinking about a conversation Anna and I actually had today about how globally, the effects
of colonization have to do with a kind of ripping - relationship - severing. You know, of course,
our various relationships to the land, relationships to each other, relationships to our own body.
And so when I'm thinking about the world that I want to be a part of building, it's one of repairing
those ancient and very fresh, both, um, ruptures and the word that in anna - you have to remind
me who's who was talking about it in this context -, but was re-membering, you know, putting
together again, remembering and, you know, just the land we're all living on every day and the
many, many forms of tearing apart that have happened here in us and between - between us,
each of us, just the four of us who we represent in our social locations, right in our communities,
our histories. Um, that deep, deep repair, what that would look like in the world if it really
happened on a, on a large scale really moves me. And, oh, I want that world. And I love that we
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are practicing that world in a tiny way together. And. May it ripple.

Robert: May it ripple. eh.

Anna: M. Jackie Alexander was talking about colonialism as - as separation and separation from
each other, a separation of the sacred from secular, of reason, from our bodies, of all of these
separations and the ways that when she talks about her, her madrina, her godmother asking
who walks with you and talks about sacred accompaniment and like who? Who are we
accompanying? Who are we accompanied by? And that is, that's such a central question, even
though we haven't used that language. That's a question at the heart of all the work we do at
enfleshed thinking about, like how to accompany each other well, but then also to be
accompanied by different voices and different wisdoms then are in dominant spheres and are
usually coming from - whether it's pulpits or books or public spheres, right, to really seek out
those wisdom, both traditions, lineages and voices who are going to accompany us well, who
we need to be accompanied by and

M: and what God are we being accompanied by or not?

Anna: Right there.

Robert: Y'all preaching on today? Okay, good preaching, okay? Not birthday preaching, y'all.
Belén: Preach, Preacher.

Robert: I'm black. Take your time. Y'all get an amen. Yes.

Anna: We’re preachers without pulpits here. y'all getting yeses in the comments. Okay, this is
sort of Black. Um. Thank you. I love this, ‘I’m in Toronto, I must run.’ Hey, good to see you.

In thinking about that question of like, what type of world do we desire? Do we want to be in? I'm
loving the thread of all that you're talking about. And for me, two things come in my mind. One, I
think about where I was when I really landed within enfleshed, and I was in a very rough place
in my mind and in my body, and I was flailing honestly and in a really, really dark place. I
remember that I said to myself, like, if I don't get this codirector job, I literally don't see a future.
Like I cannot see a future beyond that. That's how desperate it was for me because I so needed
colleagues that would love me for who I am and who I could love and support that - that's how
dire it was for me. Like it wasn't like, ‘oh, like, this is so cool. Like, like this post on Instagram.’ I
needed to like, feel held, you know, not held - like we also have the resource, you know, plug
the “HELD,” but I really needed to feel like I am valuable for who I am. Um, and so I was in a
very, very dark place. And the other thing that was in my mind, oh, thank you, Nikkeya. I'm
grateful for you, too. When you were talking, Anna, and I thought of this book, ‘Black Boy Joy.’
Yeah. And the image came to my mind. And when I read it, um, last year, it was. It's full of, like,
stories for young black boys, but it's for, like, queer and trans and all, like, it's expansive joy and
all of these, like, fictional, like, adventures. And it's the only resource that I've ever found like
that. I'm sure there are more, but I thought of a place where a young boy and expansive boy
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could live and be safe, right? Like where, you know, there's, there's ideas in here, where they're
stories where the boy realizes that he's queer. And will I be accepted now, can I go on the
adventure, too? And the answer was always ‘yes’ in this book. And I want to live in a world
where young black boys. Among all the boys, among all the beings, can grow up safe and they
can have joy, too. Right. I want to grow up in a world where black boy joy doesn't have to be
singled out, because that's the norm for all human beings, right? Is like, love and joy, right? And
I know that sounds idealistic. I know that sounds like preponderous. But for me, that's why I'm
doing what I'm doing here, you know? Yeah, yeah.

M: Thank you, Robert. And thank you for where you started to. It makes me remember, like my
younger, earlier years of organizing and how I, I just really didn't appreciate or understand or
whatever. There were multiple barriers, but I, I didn't, I didn't center organizing, um, moving
through the world with a heart for justice - in relationship. I really thought that that didn't have to
be - didn't have to go together, that the labors of liberation could be done outside of deep
relationship. And I feel so differently about that now and feel that is deeply inseparable, that
there is no meaningful liberation work that is not done through deep relationship. Relationships
change. The communities change, a lot changes in the midsts. But I just, I feel especially
attuned to how meaningful it is to build spaces that don't prioritize relationship over liberation
work or liberation work over relationship, but that recognizes they are a braided, braided thing.

Robert: Okay. Come on. A braided. Okay.

Anna: Almost like sharing in our stories, because the stories actually matter, and we matter to
each other and we integrate them in, not just a like. Share your story. And then we're done. And
that's like all that happens, right?

M: Yes. Yeah.

Robert: Yeah, yeah. I want to ask.

Anna: robert, You've got me feeling tender. I think about like this last year of working with you
know.

Belén, where'd you go?

Robert: They’ll be back. I'll find them. Go ahead.

Anna: No, just feeling the like…then what happens when we do the really risky
work of trusting each other? I remember a lot of our early conversations being about like,
how do we create the conditions to trust each other enough when we don't know each
other, to keep leaning in and knowing that we live in a world that gives us no reason to trust
each other. It's a radical act, and it means we have to be and work really hard to be trustworthy
to each other in that. And so both thank you for the ways that you lean in and in creating
together ways to become trustworthy enough to lean in with each other.
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Robert: Yeah, I, I thought this as you were talking like part of what we tried to do here is, well,
one, we try to stay in our lane. Um, you know, some people might ask to speak to all these
things we don't know about all those things we can amplify, which is is usually on our social
media, amplify good stuff - that we find like, wow, this is a credible person. Wow. This is um, but
we're not experts in all things. So we stay with the things that we know. And then I was just
thinking, as you were talking and like, part of what I love is that communal care ethic that you're
talking about and also how that. How that fleshed out with what we think of as liberation, right?
Liberation is a big word that people mean different things when they say liberation, but we're
trying to sketch it out. Um, yeah, we're trying to sketch out. What does that mean? What does
that look like? What does that entail from us practically? Um, and to that end, I want to ask you
one last question. Um, all of y'all, including everyone in the chat, including our beloved and
enfleshed board members. Y'all could write this in the chat, too.

Anna: talk about community care ethic.

Robert: You know what I mean? You know, we talked about the world that we want to
build. Specifically for enfleshed. What do y'all what are some hopes on the morrow for you?
What are some things that you're hoping for? Things that you want to see, ways that we can
engage with others, and collaboration. Thoughts like what do you see on, you know, in the
future for information and feel free to comment in the comments.

M: I think, so…one of the things that we've been sort of touching on over the years, it's probably
more behind the scenes than explicitly on the other end of things, is just the big question of how
to navigate religious and spiritual sort of liminality and queerness and identity. How can we
remain deeply …what’s that?

Anna: Multiplicity.

M: Yeah. How can we remain authentically accountable to the lineages, whether we identify with
them or not, that have shaped us and that, like are represented in our bodies, are represented
in how people perceive us, without also being limited by those projections and being willing to,
yeah, play with multiplicity, to authentically hold multiple religious or spiritual realities, to not
require things to be fixed - and so like, are we Christian or not? Depends on who's in the room,
depends on who we're talking to and why and for what purpose. You know, and so getting - I
would love for enfleshed to be able to invest more with others in community around these tricky
questions because they're not they - they are risky. But also this is a time, I think, where we're
really needing more room for those risky conversations and risky practices around, yeah,
authentically trying on new things, spiritually releasing things, spiritually divesting from certain
institutions. And we also need spiritual practices and resources in the days ahead, or we're not
going to be able to sustain labors of liberation. And so - very long, murky answer. But I want it. I
long for it. Yeah.

Robert: Which which organizations do you want to divest from? Call them out, M. No.
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M: How long do we have?

Anna: Where to start and where to end? Yeah. Organizations. Nation state. Keep going?

Robert: Yeah. What about you, Anna? Belén. I think you might be frozen. Hairs looking fresh, by
the way. I don't see them, but they are always looking fresh. Or even though they're not on my
screen anyway.

Robert: Okay, we feel you.

Anna: Oh, I love I mean, yes, to to what I said. I think. Ironically, perhaps. The enfleshed piece -
like one of the challenges that we have is being a like whether an organization, a network or like
series of collaborations that do cross geography and borders and boundaries of all kinds. And it
means that we're, we're never like, all in the same place together. And even us three
co-directors have never been in a room together, in our bodies in one place. And what, what
kinds of like, intimacies and knowing we're able to create without that is magical to me and
surprising to me. And, um, I also think so much of what I both I crave and what happens,
beautifully happens locally and in the flesh and in those in those, like, small here, now ways.
And so finding ways to have more of that without losing what happens when we create together
across such like vast both difference. I'm thinking of the words of the Lorde - of difference being
a creative source, Lorde, L-o-r-d-e, um, and without, without losing that by having only one
focus. But how do we keep building and growing those collaborations, and do so in a way that
stays in front?

Robert: Come on, enfleshed, you're preaching. We're trying to get Belén back as much as
possible, but having some technical difficulties. I want to read a couple of comments and then
give my answer. Uh, listen, Nikkeya says ‘I dream of enfleshed communities, meeting enfleshed
together.’ Mm. That is real. Meeting enfleshed together.

Anna: With youuuuu.

Robert: Allison says, ‘speaking of sustaining labors of liberation. I'll put my board hat on and
say, I hope for us to be able to compensate your incredible co-directors more adequately for all
your labors.’

Anna: Love you, board chair.

Robert. I receive it.

M: You can make a contribution at enfleshed.com/donate.

Robert: Yeah, I'll say that again. I'll echo it. enfleshed.com/donate is how you can make sure we
are compensated. Um. Tyler says, ‘I appreciate how projects like sacred incantations provide
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tangible practices for expansive spirituality. So more of such resources that help foster dreams
beyond what's otherwise on offer.’ Yeah, I love that. Someone says, ‘I was thinking about that.
Like how sweet it would be to have some kind of enfleshed connections with other folks who are
connected to enfleshed without losing the particularity of being in a certain place in a certain
Time.

Oh, somebody said enflesh Retreat Center in Brazil.
Anna: I know you.

M: 2024.

Anna: You invite us, we will come.

Robert: Belén says, ‘agree with Allison. More hours, benefits and investment in the world we're
building.’ Yes, Belén. Yes. I think for me, when I think about the world that we're building and
what I think of enfleshed on the morrow - I, I want to do more events where, oh, Molly's in the
building. Um, hey, - I want to do more events where people from across religious,
the religious spectrum, feel safe to come into our presence and where we can collaborate.
Right. Like interreligious dialogue is very meaningful for me. For those who don't know me, I
grew up as an atheist. And so although my home now is Christianity, I really do long for both the
love and the synergy that comes when Christianity is decentered and we're coming together on,
you know, collective beloved community, shared humanity. You know, speaking, you know, soul
to soul. So I want to do more of that. I, I see that on the horizon for us. I also see, like,
something that's important to me are a lot more creative work. For those of you who don't know,
Anna is the writer in our midst - that the writer of writers. Um, but one thing y'all don't know is M
has a nice pen game, um, as well. Um, it's very creative, and it's got, um. I want to see more
words from M. I'll say that 1st, right on live. So, yes, put you on the spot. But there are so much,
like, many talents like in the room. I think of Belén has some nice variety, too, that we found out
through a project that will come out later. Um, but yeah. So I want to see more creative works.
Um, as as we try to ground ourselves. Um. Yeah. In the sweet. By and by.

Any more thoughts as we get ready to close? Any thoughts that y'all want to share with the folks
enfleshed’s birthday for those who can partake and will partake. Go ahead and drink a little, you
know. Cheers. Cheers. Jesus. Juice.

M: Yeah.I want to just shout out our Liturgy that Matters contributors, because they are just
part of our bread and butter here. And every week I look at their resources and I just, I feel both
in awe of what is created. And also just so grateful, again, to be in community with the people
that we have contributing to enfleshed, they're just good souls, you know, and I feel really proud
of getting to be a part of and enfleshed companioning ministers through these hard days, trying
to show up to the labors of liberation faithfully, and the sermon commentaries and the liturgies
that our team creates. I just, I get, I just yeah, there really aren't words to express at all. I just, I
feel so grateful and yeah, constantly amazed at like, oh, shit, that's a really good angle on that
text. I never thought about that and am so glad you're here, you know. It’s that all the time.
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Yeah, yeah.

Robert: Shout out to the LTM writers, the liturgy that matters writers. Thank you especially for
Casey Overton, that dimension of enfleshed. Y'all are. Y'all are the truth. Yeah,
right.

Any other thoughts y'all want to share as we close out?
I share this, I am. I was unaware of the people that have been tracking within enfleshed for quite
a long time. I stumbled into enfleshed, and I can be traveling someplace and people will be like,
hey, you're that guy with the book - And that just so warms my heart. And I've encountered
atheists who have said that I've encountered people who are ex-evangelicals who have said -
that I've encountered Jewish people who have, who have greeted me warmly, and that does my
soul so much good to think about. The work that we do can bridge that gap where, you know,
are we Christian? I love that you said that, M. It depends on who's in the room, right? Like, like
we're doing a work that although my personal roots are in Christianity, the work that we're doing
goes deeper still than that. And I love that that so many of you, of you folks feel comfortable
enough to sit with our podcast, read our writings, engage with us, talk to us on social media.
Some of y'all are faithful to DM us. I'm thinking of certain names that y'all pop up. Y'all DM us all
the time and it's fruitful convo like y'all love what we do and - And it depends on the day. So
yeah, it's so it's beautiful. For me, that's what I would say. I was unprepared for y'all.

M: I love that, Robert. And I just want to add to the that in that like it is always so good to hear
from other folks. Like it is deep encouragement to our hearts and to our, our work. And it's also
like so exciting to see potential avenues for collaboration and partnership, even if we don't know
what they immediately are. Just like knowing they're possible because somebody connected
with us is like deep, deep joy. And, and we are pressed pretty tight often times. You know, we're
all part time and trying to do a lot of projects that we want to see in the world. And so resources
do help us bring those about. If you're able to make a contribution. Um, but we're not always
able to do what some folks reach out for. But it is never anything but joy to hear from and to
connect with people. So know that for the future and know that if you have reached out in the
past because it's just delight.

Robert: What about you, Anna?

Anna: Thank you for all y'all both really wove together a lot of what what I was feeling in terms of
there being the space, the resources, and then the accompaniment for whatever. Like magic
people are longing to create that the world needs and like that's, that's also a free world.
Like if we're able to do, do that work that our soul longs for and do it with the accompaniment we
need and with the resources to actually do it. Gosh, that's sacred and really, really joyful too.
With all of y'all. Cause, it's amazing.

Robert: In closing, thank you all for who are in the building right now. Thank you
Belén, especially um, and thank you for all those who watch. We're grateful for you. We don't do
a lot of - if you'll notice, on our channels, we don't do a lot of self promotion. We're not those
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people that are going to bombard you and say, like, you know, give us $10 so that we can
continue till tomorrow. Um, we're grateful for you. If you can donate towards our birthday
enfleshed.com/donate.
Regardless, we're going to as much as possible - “Oh dang, I keep getting cut off, Ill need to try
later.” I'm sorry about that. Welcome. But regardless of if you can donate or not. We're still going
to do this work, right? And so as long as we are able to do so. So thank you all so much.
Bless y'all. Have a great, great night.
M: Take care everyone.
Anna: Fierce and tender care y'all.

Robert: Oh wait. Let me say one thing. Okay. So somebody says, ‘y'all's work is beautiful. You
have created such a safe space for me and my personal spiritual journey. Keep up the art.’
Thank you. Love, y'all. All right, y'all. Love y'all hearts in the chat. Y'all are awesome.

Anna: Love to you, Robert. And you M and you Belén and all y'all.

Robert: Happy birthday!
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