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TEXTS

February 11, 2024

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

What links the texts this week?

The mysterious presence of God is sometimes made tangible to us in relationships, actions,

and orientations of heart and mind. This same presence can be shrouded, veiled, fleeting and
unpredictable. Our ability to perceive God’s presence is both beyond our control or will power
and still influenced by our choices and beliefs. This divine both/and encourages us to both embrace
the mystery of God’s unexpected revelation and also live in such a way that is hospitable to Sacred
encounters amidst and between us.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

In beauty, in connection, in wonder.
We seek Holy Love.

In anger, in sorrow, in fatigue.
We seek Holy Love.

In questions, in upheaval, in uncertainty.
We seek Holy Love.

Pausing, notice where you are today.
May you seek Holy Love.

God accompanies us tenderly, boldly. Together—
We Seek Holy Love.

Opening Prayer

As Jesus dazzled before his friends on the mountainside, reveal your hope to us, Oh God. Life is often
difficult & tiring. There is much grief, we are pulled in many directions—systems of violence leave us sick,
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anxious, and struggling. We often protect ourselves by tuning out. Awaken us to the wonder that we can
bear in this moment. Shift our faces to the dazzling possibility of a new day, of new chances for meaning
& connection. Shine upon those co-creating compassionate systems. Glow your warmth upon our aching
spirits. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

The work of the community is not easy. It requires vulnerability and energy. Sometimes relational dynamics
are difficult and we make mistakes. At the same time, the work of community is full of grace. It buoys us,
we co-create belonging, we are moved by love for the world. We gather our offerings today because we
are dedicated to the serious and soulful work of our community.

Prayer of Dedication

Relational Spirit, you know that healing takes place through connection—to self, to others, to the cosmos.
Bless our gathered resources for this beautiful purpose. Heal us through connection. Amen.

Benediction

Wherever you are, Holy Love waits for you.

She accompanies you, even now.

Let us meet Her with Hope & wonder,
co-creating communities of connection,

healing our way to a world rooted in compassion.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How do you and your faith leaders care for folks who have experiences with departed loved ones?
How can ecperiences with elevated ancestors be further destigmatized in religious community?

*  What does your tradition consider the largest threats to the faith? How can our religious communi-
ty-building resist competition with other religious traditions?

*  What aspects of your communal faith practice could potentially be inaccessible to certain folks? What
can be implemented to make sure that your worship is accessible to as many people as possible?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic - Craig Bartlett’s fictional Helga Pataki immortalized her crush/obsession,Arnold, via a shrine in

her closet.While deeply unserious to the viewer, Helga’s shrine to Arnold reifies her eschatological hope to
someday be embraced in requited love.We viewers of the show know her hope to contain a heap of delusion,
so her ritual practice functions as comedic relief throughout Hey Arnold. This is accomplished, in part, by the
absurdity of some of her shrine assemblies intended to amuse us viewers.To this end, the inconsistently
progressive minds behind the show poach motifs and imagery from Indigenous and Eastern cultures for her

AT Y

shrines, presumably to emphasize how “ridiculous”, “impotent”, and “creepy” Helga’s preteen obsession is. The
subtextual message about those traditions whose material cultures were appropriated: “ridiculous,” “impotent,”’
“creepy”.Western worldview has conditioned our perception of the shrine to be bizarre, obsessive, and

dangerous.

It comes as no surprise that Christians give Peter a very hard time for his reaction to the transfiguration
events. It’s as though Christian faith leaders have all seen luminous long-dead prophets appear before them
and passed a similar test with flying colors. Our stifled westernized imaginations struggle to sympathize with
Peter’s willingness to create sacred space for his departed and elevated visitors. Although we may have adopted
a lot of “good” Christian aversions to shrines and religious notions of the dead returning, Peter’s Jewish faith
included the tabernacle, bodily resurrection of the chosen, and reincarnation which collectively made his plan
make sense. Even a Christian fundamentalist literal reading of the text has to contend with prophets returning
from the heavens - how are we so eager to dismiss religious cultures that recognize or expect reincarnation?
Even if we consider Elijah and Moses’ cameo just apparitions, we still are burdened with the responsibility of
cosmologically resolving this narrative of all four of them seeing undead people.There’s not quite enough in
this text to prove this as a one-off occurrence.With these realities firmly planted at the threshold of Peter’s
own eyelids, he responds, arguably, as a Jewish man should.

All the more, the editors of the Jewish Annotated New Testament propose that “The dwellings may suggest
Sukkot.There were prophets who believed God would intervene at one of the pilgrimage festivals, usually
Passover or Sukkot.” This provides yet another religious example of how Peter’s reaction could have been
entirely appropriate for HIS faith even though we seem to be judging him by WASP cultural standards. It’s
common for families across the global racial majority to still have an area of their home dedicated to uplifting
loved ones whose bodies have returned to earth.This altar or shrine will include items like candles, incense,
images, and any foods or other consumables given as offering to the deceased. Christians, especially Catholics
across races will have similar displays in their home for Jesus Christ, Mary, and honored saints.

Peter’s Jewish faith, even if somewhat Hellenized, has enough room for a tabernacle shrine to the prophets that
it becomes his immediate, terror-born reaction. This could suggest that we have become much more confined
in our cosmology than our sacred texts are concerned with or calling for. Regardless of Peter’s suggestion,
Jesus affirms the Jewish expectation of Elijah’s return just verses beyond our lectionary selection.With this
text, we are invited to consider all cosmological possibilities that we may have left behind, thinking their
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abandonment a prerequisite for a faithful grasp of our messianic hope. By being transfigured in the presence
of his ancestors, not only does Jesus make a case for their place within our Christology; The Transfiguration
narrative also proposes that an unexpected interaction with our ancestors could be a signal that God is
also close.

If Jesus himself was testifying that the prophet Elijah returned in John the Baptist as scholars have submitted,
what could this mean for the second coming of Christ? Jesus sets an example of being in communion with
elevated ancestors - traveling to sacred space to experience divine love through the love of those beautiful
feet who came before us. Should we seek out “thin spaces” where heaven and earth seem to collide into
their outstretched arms, we can know that we have acted in good, Christian faith. Should we come face

to face with those who have paved our way, may we not greet them in terror, but, like Jesus and Peter,
welcome them as conduits for God’s unsurpassable love.

Structural - Mount Hermon, where the Transfiguration is thought to take place, does not exist in a
historical vacuum for this event alone. Like some lofty sites in the United States including Mount Rushmore
and Stone Mountain, Mount Hermon’s sacred history begins with an indigenous people.

The Canaanite name for it translated to “The place we worship Baal” which just might contain a clue as to
its spiritual significance.The site would later feature a shrine to the Roman god Pan. Some theists develop
this complex where they don’t trust their deity (or deities) to be powerful enough on their own, so the
gods rely on its earthbound goons, enforcing their sky tyrant’s supremacy through spiritual or just plain old-
fashioned violence.Their skydaddy issues spill over when they take it upon themselves to personally take
up spiritual vigilantism to eliminate all threats to their faith’s supremacy.“The place we worship Baal” thus
becomes the northern border of the “promised land” that would be taken by conquest.What can begin

as healthy spiritual diversity and even some innocuous interfaith sibling rivalry can corrode our sense of
kinship if were not careful.

In Judaism and Christianity, The Mount carried a long history as a site of struggle for ethereal agency. One
notion of cosmic warfare is introduced in how the story is employed to discuss whatever disconnect in
the heavenly realm is said to have resulted in fallen angels and Nephilim; the deuterocanonical Book of
Enoch may allege that Heaven’s greatest schism produced the demi-divine giants whose size and power far
exceed what nature intended. Under pseudo-Enoch’s characterization, this overinflated warrior class took
advantage of the power disparity and committed themselves to lives of conquest. Should their descendants
remain as contemporaries among us, | imagine them the resized sons of those warmongers who invented
a race hierarchy to traffic my ancestors across the Atlantic or the state-obsessed conquerors who are
bombing and bulldozing the dispossessed Palestinian people from their ancestral lands. Like Nephilim, they
boast a wicked might using faith or some mutated sense of “self-determination” as a smokescreen for their
egomania.

The snow-topped Mount Hermon sources the Jordan River and had communities thriving at its fertile

base for centuries, as it still does. The mountain is as ecologically significant for the region as it is spiritually
significant, and it’s not immediately apparent which is the chicken or the egg. Due to this history, our
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transfiguration Mount that has seen more than its fair share in cosmic struggle can remind us of how the
spiritual becomes material and vice versa. The New World Encyclopedia explains that “The southern slopes
of the mountain came under Israeli control following the Six-Day War in 1967.The mountain represents

a crucial geographical resource as the source of the Jordan River. It is also the strategic high ground
overlooking Lebanon, Syria, and Israel.” The entry continues with a subtle revelation that Israel’s annexation
of its portion of Mount Hermon took place within the Millennial lifetime.

“Since 1981, the Israeli region of Mount Hermon has been governed under Golan Heights Law. Mount
Hermon has Israel’s only ski resort, including a wide range of ski trails at novice, intermediate, and
expert levels. ... Those who operate the Hermon Ski area live in the nearby Israeli settlement of Neve
Ativ and the Druze town of Majdal Shams.”

When Jesus arrives to ascend the mountain, Mount Hermon has been alredy trodden by generations of
worshippers. Its ice-glittered face has seen all of their deities in action. Even if no other culture had recorded
as dazzling a theophany as this one, just by ascending and having witnesses present to give testimony, Jesus
entered himself into the Olympics. Appearing as the weakest of all Mount Hermon’s visitations, Jesus may
have surprised the mount itself with the ancestral endorsements he would earn. Many Christians see Moses’
and Elijah’s disappearance as a sign that the law and covenant are fulfilled through Christ who is left as the
sole authority.We feel compelled to use the Transfiguration to make a claim of Jesus’ supremacy on that
mountaintop.Wherever our faith convictions consist of some cosmic competition between good and evil,
ascribing that evil to other people’s deities and cosmologies is dangerous, particularly for members of the
disempowered faith.

Jesus can offer us a vision for Mount Hermon that makes for more loving and responsible interfaith
engagement - Jesus ascended as a Jew in a radical prophetic tradition that took on a distinct character as his
followers carried on his work. If we choose, we can ascend with collegiate respect for Indigenous Canaanite
worship, Jewish monotheistic reverence, and Christian celebration of the incarnation that delivered Divinity
to us in the way WE could resonate with.That way, Mount Hermon and Jesus’ transfiguration can be freed
from being treated as an arena for the gods. May the Christian revelation no longer depend on the inferiority
of those who believe otherwise.

Interpersonal - Extrapolation is a fire that can warm, cook, and incinerate depending on its use. It is our
job as leaders to discern which treatment is best so that we are not cremating marshmallows or just barely
warming the vermillion surface of a dinner steak. It’s a little too easy to extrapolate that God’s redirection
was tantamount to or even resembling dismay with Peter’s approach. Just because a preferable idea surfaces
doesn’t make those preceding obsolete.VWe may not need incendiary energy for Peter’s suggestion that God
Themself only seeks to melt and soften.

The Divine seemed to maintain a nonchalant attitude towards Peter’s idea to assemble tent homes for the
returned ancestors Moses and Elijah. God’s interruption isn’t one of rebuke or condemnation; it’s just a
redirection.We have no evidence in the text to suggest that Peter had a horrible idea, but what followed
could serve as evidence that God’s instruction would be the most suitable priority. God’s response leads
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Peter to consider an alternative way of ritualizing his faith. Peter’s turn towards a tentmaking ritual could be
well in accordance with his religious practice, but God invites him into communion with Herself in a simpler
way.

This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!

We can all imagine and likely relate to what could have been Peter’s desire to commune with his spiritual
ancestors.Any of us may have considered it our lives’ highest honor to hear from figures as multispiritually
prolific as Moses and Elijah.We don’t know how long they would be around, but perhaps if they had a place
to stay, they might be more inclined to share a thin slice of their eternity with us mortals.That may be very
good, AND God presents a different starting point.

This is my Son.

A progeny and likeness of God stood glowing before those petrified disciples, and while Peter responded in
the way that was spiritually and culturally appropriate, what God offers as a suitable ritualistic response to
literal theophany is not some elaborate and resource-intensive process.The Voice does not ask for an animal
sacrifice, a years-long construction project, or a clandestine initiation. These may all be good, but the voice of
Love Supreme cuts through the disorienting display to give the easiest of instructions.

listen to him!

Those like Peter who might be accustomed to religious cultures that rightfully require precise protocol and
discipline could unintentionally miss out on this good news. But for tired Black fems, knowing that we can
access the divine with improvised or limited resources is good news. Knowing that, in the phrasing of Jade

I”

T. Perry, the “magick can be made easeful” for those of us who cannot afford the Israeli skilift ride up and
down a nine thousand foot mountain - that’s good news. Knowing that my piety doesn’t demand a purchase
is good news. Knowing that we have a variety of accessible tools available to us to strengthen our faith

practice is good news.

This isn’t wholesale general advice, but some of us may have overcomplicated the first step to faithfulness.
I've seen supposedly spiritual folk erecting elaborate altars and having conversations with crystals but

still not listening to Black Trans Women.We should be aware of whatever spiritual tools and healing
modalities make us feel empowered, AND we ought to be just as aware of how to spiritually empower our
disempowered neighbor. Maybe you don’t have to start with a shrine if Divinity is incarnate among you.That
altar may be a very good thing, but the good news is that if you ain’t got that, your faith will remain intact if
you just listen to God’s children enfleshed right next to you.Turn to your neighbor and tell them you have

good news.
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Words for inspiration:

Check out the history of the Six Grandfathers

Sources

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Mount_Hermon
https:/lyoutu.be/0XKspt7g8A

https://whc.unesco.orglen/tentativelists/6432/

https://lwww. newadvent org/cathen/07288a.htm

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Druze

christians-and-druze-but-reviled-as-pagan-cult-center-by-jews?format=amp

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter _and_Judaism

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/3-000-year-old-israelite-shrines-discovered-outside-jerusalem
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-tabernacle/

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Gaza war offers the ultimate marketing tool for Israeli arms companies

‘Seismic shift’: driving unaffordable for many in US amid push toward SUVs

Removing gender identity from lowa Civil Rights Act proposed

From Freezing Cold to Housing Insecurity, Migrants Face Crisis in NYC, Chicago & Beyond
Pelosi Wants FBI to Investigate Groups Pushing for Gaza Ceasefire

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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https://www.972mag.com/gaza-war-arms-companies/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2024/jan/29/us-car-costs-insurance-unaffordable
https://wcfcourier.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/removing-gender-identity-from-iowa-civil-rights-act-proposed-by-iowa-house-republican
https://www.democracynow.org/2024/1/23/shelter_crisis_immigration_nyc_chicago
https://www.democracynow.org/2024/1/23/shelter_crisis_immigration_nyc_chicago
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Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical communications strategist and
spiritual activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing
cultures. They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed
publication. She also serves as the associate director of communica-
tions for an organization that supports organizing and advocacy for
housing justice. As a multispiritual worker, they love being immersed
in cooperative interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for
those marginalized within or beyond faith institutions. She’s also an
amateur poet, nap-taker, and time-bender. She resides in the stolen
Powhatan lands now called Richmond, VA. Follow her on Facebook
and Twitter for more content and updates!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain,
and poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina
with her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool
for liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community
settings.

Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton. creaturely encounters
and enjoy working with stained glass.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for
worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when enfleshed
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liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be included in the attribution. No further

permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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