
Anna: Hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast from enfleshed, where we dive
deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish Collective Liberation.

[music fades in]

Robert: Hello everyone and welcome to this new year, new time. My name is Robert. I am a
co-director here at enfleshed. And I want to take a few moments - a pair of seconds - to
welcome you all to Black History Month. So, we are engaging in this month primarily two
different texts here at enfleshed.

The first is around a book entitled Black Imagination and it’s curated by Natasha Miran. And
ever person that is responding in the book is trying to imagine a world where they feel ‘safe,
valued, and loved.’ And it’s a beautiful book from people all across the spiritual landscape and
they are illuminating what it means to have a future where they feel they can flourish. So, Black
Imagination. The second thing we are engaging with, both on social media and our newsletters,
etc etc. is the Combahee River Collective Statement. It’s a beautiful statement written a time
ago but I believe it has seeds of Black history, Black present, Black future, and a place that we
can all be free. So I just want to read a touch of the Combahee River Collective Statement. So it
opens:

“We are a collective of Black feminists who have been meeting together since 1974. During that
time we have been involved in the process of defining and clarifying our politics, while at the
same time doing political work within our own group and in coalition with other progressive
organizations and movements. The most general statement of our politics at the present time
would be that we are actively committed to struggling against racial, sexual, heterosexual, and
class oppression, and see as our particular task the development of integrated analysis and
practice based upon the fact that the major systems of oppression are interlocking.”

So skipping down a bit:

We will discuss four major topics in the paper that follows: (1) the genesis of contemporary
Black feminism; (2) what we believe, i.e., the specific province of our politics; (3) the problems in
organizing Black feminists, including a brief herstory of our collective; and (4) Black feminist
issues and practice.



So I want to invite you all to join us - whether you have social media on our instagram page or
our facebook page - whether you are subscribed to our anti-racist newsletter, ‘tough mind,
tender heart,’ or ‘Moments for Common Nourishment,’ or ‘Liturgy that Matters.’ Thank you all
and enjoy diving into Black flourishing and Black futures with us. Thank you.

[music fades out]

To read from the archives of Tough Mind & Tender Heart, click here:
https://enfleshed.com/tough-mind-tender-heart/
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