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2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48

Ezekiel 2:1-5

Psalm 123

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

What links the texts this week?

The Gospel gets political. Our faith is not just about having a spiritualized and therefore immaterial
sense of inner peace. We are a part of this faith because salvation is determined by government. Re-
sources are dispersed and distributed by rulers. Preachers and prophets are only platformed by their
people whose favor is subject to change. We as people of faith can prepare to negotiate the politics of
our faith as we seek out new leaders or protect our own leaders from others. Ve are the mediators
of divine power in the material plane, and this means that our campaigns must be strategic. We have
the honor of turning to the seemingly “underqualified” wisdom of our human and more-than-human
community to lead us in ushering divine wisdom into prosperous living for all.

ORDER OF WORSH'P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship
This weeks liturgy was authored with contributions from Nichola Torbett

What Wisdom have we ignored
because to take it in
might require us to change our lives?

Wisdom comes from people who do sex work
who, outside of policing,
teach us about community safety.

Wisdom comes from Indigenous people
who teach us right-relationship with the land.

Wisdom comes from refugees
who teach us about surviving impossible conditions.

Wisdom comes from endangered species
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who teach us all that is at stake.

What Wisdom have we ignored
because to take it in might require us to change our lives?

Opening Prayer

Spirit of Solidarity, may we be disciples of the humans and more-than-humans who are harmed by

violent systems, for their words and lives turn our feet towards liberation. Grant us courage to be co-
conspirators—dismantling oppression in real ways and kindling the flame of collective flourishing. Creation
sings your wisdom, Holy Interdependence. Tune our hearts to receive the song. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Discipleship in the Jesus tradition requires unlearning self-sufficiency and arrogance. It means that instead
we enter into the tender, creaturely dance of giving and receiving. Beloveds, what do you need to receive
today? What are you invited to give? Come, ease into the ways of reciprocity as we collect our offerings
today.

Prayer of Dedication

The carbon atoms in our bodies are billions of years old. The story of our lives did not arise in isolation.
We embody the ebb and flow. Weaver of Hope, we dedicate our offerings to unlearning the audacious lie
of self-sufficiency. Plant our resources in the rich soil of mutuality, that your kin-dom may flourish. May it
be so. Amen.

Benediction
Go with courage in the direction of the wise,

guided by those who hold a lamp towards liberation,
for in belonging to each other, we all get free.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What are the markers of wisdom for leaders in your faith institution? How can you platform wise teachers
who don’t have traditional qualifications?

* How much power is given to marginalized folks in your spiritual community? Is there dedicated gathering
space and ability to influence changes in the ministry?

* Does your faith practice suggest a single pathway to the divine? How do you receive or approach folks
who use different paths to access the Creator than you’re used to?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Nichola Torbett (she/her).

Cosmic - What is wisdom and where does it come from? From whom can we expect it,and what if we're
wrong about that?

What if there’s wisdom right under our noses that we've ignored because to take it in might require us to
change our lives?

No doubt there is.We might look at the dead and abandoned beehives in our own backyards, or the Palestin-
ian journalists live-streaming genocide to our cell phones, or Black activists who have, for decades, been sound-
ing the alarm about police violence that has now been turned even on white students on college campuses. But
these teachers have been dismissed or ignored.

Jesus” hometown crowd wants nothing to do with the wisdom he’s bringing, this construction worker from
Nazareth,“Mary’s boy,” as they call him, seemingly snidely snarking about his lack of paternal pedigree. Rather
than heed his message, his neighbors declare him unqualified as a source of any wisdom they might need.

What criteria do we use to determine whether someone might be a source of wisdom we need? Must they
look or talk a certain way? Do they need to have degrees after their names or titles before them? Do they

need to be human beings? What assumptions do we make based on where someone is from or what they look
like?

| remember the exact moment when someone first challenged my assumptions about what it meant to be edu-
cated. | was talking about how only some people get the benefit of an education.“No,” my friend corrected me.
“Everyone gets an education. For some, that’s a formal education. For others, the education comes from the
streets and from life experience.”

| had been disregarding the potential wisdom of those who had not attended a college or university, possibly
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because the wisdom such prophets might offer would challenge my worldview that is shaped by those
relatively elite institutions. It might cause me to question some of the conditions of my life in ways that are
uncomfortable and threaten the justifications for my privileges.

What if we actually listened to sex workers about, for example, what they have learned about community

safety outside of policing? What if we actually listened to what indigenous people know about the lands on
which we live? What if the leadership of the unhoused in underresourced neighborhoods were respected
and their wisdom invited as to how we can transform conditions in our cities? What if we welcomed refu-
gees as teachers on how to survive in impossible conditions? What if we apprenticed ourselves to endan-

gered species?

Mark doesn’t tell us exactly what Jesus has been teaching that the townspeople decide to dismiss, but this
passage seems to be Mark’s narration of the events reported in Luke 4: 14-30, where the townspeople in
the Nazarene synagogue not only tear down Jesus’ authority but try to throw him off a cliff. There is some-
thing very threatening, apparently, in what Jesus is saying about, for example, good news for the poor and
freedom for the prisoners and justice for people with disabilities and the end of oppression for those who
have suffered most under it.

It’s not as if Nazareth was a privileged place itself. By all reports, it was a small and relatively poor village
where many of the same people who dismiss Jesus as a construction worker likely also made the four-mile
commute to labor in Sepphoris, the Roman-controlled administrative seat of Galilee.The very conditions
that make his wisdom supposedly illegitimate are also pressing his listeners down.

Prophets are often disregarded in their own environment because they critique the foundations of the
systems that make that place what it is, and their neighbors (we?) are often committed, at some level, to
maintaining those systems, even when they are also harming or even killing them (us?), in order to prevent
disruptions to their (our?) lives.

Those who have the most insight into deadly ignorance are often those who have been most subjected
to it and dismissed and degraded by it, and therefore they are among the least likely to be respected and
listened to by those entrenched in it.

And meanwhile, all creation sings with the wisdom that comes from its Creator. All around us are people
(human and more-than-human) who can teach us, with words and with their lives, what we need to know
in order to get free. Can we learn to listen?

Structural - Reading this passage, I'm thinking about how hard it can be to maintain a countercultural,
liberation-oriented stance in an environment where no one else shares that orientation.

Faced with a lack of openness to the perspective he was bringing, even Jesus struggled to invite people into
an alternate reality:“He could not do any miracles there.”

Well, okay, he healed a few people, because, you know, he’s Jesus, but he seemed to recognize that his disci-
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ples were not going to be able to call out demons, invite repentance, or promote the kin-dom way on their
own. Instead, he sent them out two-by-two, so that everyone had at least one other person to co-vision
with, have their experiences corroborated by, and commiserate with when things went badly.

All celebrations of so-called “Independence Day” aside, we humans are social creatures who are very strong-
ly influenced by the behavior and beliefs of the collectives in which we live. Remember how social distancing
and mask-wearing spread nearly as fast as the virus at the start of the pandemic—in some regions and not
in others? And have you noticed how your own impulse to wear a mask waxes and wanes according to what
those around you are doing, even if you know and care that COVID-19 persists and continues to pose a real
threat to many members of our communities?

Reading about the disciples being sent out into sometimes-inhospitable environments, | am reminded of the
importance of allies and co-conspirators who can help one another hold a liberatory vision.

This is why identity caucuses can be so helpful for those on the underside of systems of oppression.

In recent weeks, one of my communities has been wracked by conflict that has homophobic and transpho-
bic components. In the midst of this conflict, the queer and transgender members of our community have
begun meeting frequently, in what we call the queer caucus, to debrief the larger community conversations.
We have been amazed by how the support of these caucus conversations has enabled us to better articu-
late what is homophobic and transphobic in what is happening; to hold onto our right to insist on change;
to speak up more boldly for a liberation vision that could bring freedom for all members of the community,
regardless of orientation or gender; and to support one another as we do this hard education work.As a
result, we are starting to see a real possibility for transformation in the larger group.

In her article “Why People of Color Need Spaces Without White People,” Kelsey Blackwell reports similar
transformative benefits in BIPOC- and Black-only spaces that allow people targeted by white supremacy to
reclaim the parts of themselves they have been forced to subjugate. She writes:

“The values of whiteness are the water in which we all swim. No one is immune.Those values dictate who
speaks, how loud, when, the words we use, what we don’t say, what is ignored, who is validated and who is
not. Unless we are actively and persistently dismantling these constructs, we are abiding by them. In integrat-
ed spaces (where we are less likely to be ourselves given the divisions that white dominance has created),
we fall into the roles society has assigned us.As a person of color, and perhaps the only one in the room, it’s
exhausting to always be swimming upstream.To survive in this society, we learn to hold our tongue, to ‘code
switch’ to fit in. This is about survival and the basic human need to feel that we belong.”

Other members of my community have raised concerns about our queer caucus meetings accusing us of
divisiveness and even power-hoarding (for example, when we postponed our participation in an upcoming

processing session because several us were feeling worn out and underresourced).

Kelsey Blackwell reports on the resistance to BIPOC- and Black-only spaces, even recounting how white
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people have argued that they “identify more with people of color than with white people” and so should be
granted access to these spaces.

It is understandable that caucus space for impacted groups feels threatening to those who benefit from the
status quo. Such spaces are empowering! They are empowering in a way that resists the social norms that
serve to maintain the insularity of the dominant group and its ability to preserve and set culture.

But the empowerment of those of us who are often excluded is vital for the health of our communities
and institutions, long term. Our queer caucus has an expressed commitment to bring what we are able

to articulate in the caucus about harmful behavior back to the larger group, and we truly believe that the
accountability this provides will create the inclusive space everyone claims to want. Even more exciting, we
are convinced it will ultimately serve the liberation of all of us!

Does your community or institution provide private space and time for impacted groups to meet with
one another? And is there space for those caucuses to bring their concerns back to the group and be truly
heard?

One effective way to ensure that these report-backs are heard is to schedule caucus space for both dom-
inant and impacted groups right after the feedback is given. Members of the dominant group can meet
together to work through defensiveness and digest what they have heard while members of the impacted
groups can decompress from the stress of bringing potentially unwelcome feedback.

For more on how to use racial identity caucuses in your group, you might find this article by JustLead
Washington helpful. They also link to additional resources at the end of the piece.

Interpersonal - “If you aren’t receiving as well as giving, you should leave.”

| ran across this line recently on a mutual aid leaflet put out by the Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Abolition
Group.The leaflet emphasized that mutual aid is not charity; it is meant to be an exchange in which every-
one both gives and receives.

Jesus’ instruction to the disciples read like guidelines for setting up mutual aid networks in which the “mis-
sionaries” both give and receive.The disciples are urged to go out in vulnerability, with no food, money, or
extra clothing, and to rely upon the hospitality of the households they encounter.As Ched Myers and Elaine
Enns teach, this gives the hosts, rather than the missionaries, the upper hand in the relationship. It means
that the missionaries must take on the clothing and diet of the local people. It means they can’t bring their
familiar ways into this new environment and impose those ways on the locals. It urges them to stay with
those who first offer lodging rather than to hop around looking for the best or most luxurious option.
Myers and Enns sum up the spirit of the instructions in this way:“Don’t retaliate, don’t force yourself on the
locals, and don’t take over their country!”
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Of course, this is not how Christian missions have typically played out.

Church mission programs can be rife with paternalism—the conviction that there is one right way to do
things, and those in charge know what it is; therefore, they should make the decisions.This maintains power
in the hands of those who run the program and keeps those who are served in a subservient position. These
programs explicitly or implicitly intend for those who are served to “convert” to the one right way of think-
ing, believing, and doing things.

And this way of being is not unique to Christian missions. Many secular nonprofits act out the same mores.
Organizations and movements on both the left and the right can likewise succumb to this temptation to
think and act as if we have found the one true way/analysis/strategy/ideology/practice and then to attempt
to impose that on everyone else.

Where do you witness this temptation in your congregation or community?
Jesus’ teaching here requires that we enter into relationship with neither textbook nor strategic plan in
hand. It means not having made detailed promises to funders that presume to know what the community

needs in advance. It means relying on the goodwill of strangers. Discipleship in the Jesus tradition requires
unlearning self-sufficiency and arrogance. It means that instead we enter into the tender, creaturely dance of

giving and receiving.
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Words for inspiration:

“Navigating a white male world was not threatening. It wasn’t even interesting. | was more interesting than
they were. | knew more than they did. And | wasn’t afraid to show it.”

- Toni Morrison
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