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TEXTS

June 30, 2024

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

Psalm 130

Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15, 2:23-24
Lamentations 3:22-33

Psalm 30

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Mark 5:21-43

What links the texts this week?

When the leaders we thought immortal have fallen, and the beacons we trusted have faltered in their
morality, we may feel like God needs to be transcendent to be trustworthy. We believe we can only

rely on a God high enough to ripple the seas like a blanket or sprinkle stars across the sky. Icons like

Jesus remind us that we are indeed made up of seawater and stardust - that our love is the love that

gives divinity Her power. We are reminded in the life of Christ that we can redistribute what we have
to create a life-changing miracle for someone else, and we can be joyful insodoing. May our solidarity
be with dong and dance. May the Divine be known through us as eager to work on our behalf.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

The Subversive Power of the Sacred

laughs Her way out of dusty systems,

turns and talks to her friends,

ignoring the pitiful musings of the power-hungry.

The Queerness of the Spirit, like a kaleidoscope,

turns and turns and turns. Asks: How free can we get each other?
Is there another door to unlock behind this one,

a wider meadow in which to spread our arms and spin?

The Expansiveness of the Divine loves playfulness,
learns from the wisdom of children,

remembers what it’s like for the body to move with ease,
knows nothing of borders drawn by empire,
knows nothing of limitations drawn by shame.

Come, whisper of freedom behind the oppressors’ back.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Plot for joy with all those who will listen.
Opening Prayer

Wonderful Way-Maker—as the fern in the forest curls open, as the humpback whale spirals up towards
light—we, too, unfurl your Love into the Cosmos. Our participation in your love is not a metaphor. We
are in the flow of reciprocity that is Holiness, that is Grace, that is Creativity. So let us live out our days
arching towards Collective Liberation with joy and eagerness. For our stubborn joy is an act of defiance.
Amen.

Invitation to Offering

“What if joy, instead of refuge or relief from heartbreak, is what effloresces [blossoms] from us as we
help each other carry our heartbreaks?” writes teacher and poet, Ross Gay. Beloveds, let us gather our
resources that we may offer to each other relief. That there may be care for the heartbroken. That there
may be joy in mutuality. Come.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy Creativity, bless our resources, skills, and time towards each other’s joy. May all queer people be
happy and free. May all children be happy and free. May all oppression crumble, turning into compost for
the World to Come. Amen.

Benediction

Go forth in the Subversive Power of the Spirit,

queering stingy stories into landscapes of liberation,
and dancing our heartbroken selves towards delight.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does your tradition consider human participation in divine activity? What heirarchies are present, and
what implications does this have for collective faith practice?

*  Which church - Corinthian or Macedonian - would your faith community most easily identify? Is the
same true when considered on a global scale? How can your ministry contribute to balancing collective

resources?

*  What aspects of your faith practice encourage eagerness, cheer, and joy in caring for yourself and
community?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic -The phrase “What would Jesus do?” rings in the ears of anyone who came up in evangelical circles
within the past couple of decades.As a guiding principle, it became weaponized, causing people to become
more complacent, and in turn complicit, within oppressive systems.Within this passage, the generosity of Christ
is held up as an example for the Corinthian church.This invites us into a deeper understanding of discipleship
as embracing our own human and divine natures for the enrichment of the collective, including ourselves. So,
what would Jesus do? | don’t know, only we can show us.

The reality of life is that different moments evoke different aspects of our being, as they do in the experience
of God. Is it possible that there is a similarity to be drawn between the poverty of Christ and the poverty of
the Macedonian church? Was an expression of the divine nature, that is, an expression of Divine grace, occuring
through the Macedonian church? Not through them as a conduit of a far-removed idea of God, but through
them as an active source of the Divine.

Many people talk about the move of the Holy Spirit as some kind of puppet act.A hierachy with God wielding
ultimate power at the top implies that any sense of agency or autonomy experienced by people is really

only borrowed. Our goodness or participation in the grace of God is only figurative, not intrinsic. However, |
imagine, looking at the state of the world today, that God is inviting us to participate in Her existence.

For many people, it is more comfortable to imagine God as a completely separate entity from humanity. The
binary allows a distance that feels safe, mimicking the separation we may have experienced from our parents or
the people who raised us. But the line-blurring of God’s nature fascinates me; according to Genesis, God could
not rest until we were in the picture. Perhaps, the hovering of Her spirit over the waters opened her eyes to a
universe of possibility. In her reflection, we shone like stars.

The wicked pervasiveness of oppressive systems is a testament to the reality that people are much more
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involved in the creation of the spiritual and physical spaces we desire. For the Macedonian church, the
needs of the Corinthian church had to be met. The Macedonians refused to exist in a reality where the
Corinthians would suffer. Christ determined that the world should be made aware of God’s love; that is the
only reality he could tolerate. If this is true, wouldn’t it mean that the same mirroring is possible through
people today?

Ask anyone, and they have some idea of what God is like. Some people adore Her and are devoted to Her.
Some people hate Her and think those devoted to Her are deceived. Others refuse to comment on their
ideas. For people who believe God is in solidarity with them in the work of liberation, the chance to create
reality with Her is delicious, ripe like a plump strawberry kissed by the sun.

Living out God?’s life isn’t a position of hierarchical power. It is an exercise of divine collaboration. If the
Corinthians could be generous like Christ, what possibilities emerge in our conceptions of the Divine?

Structural - When it comes to the subject of sharing resources, the radical political lens brings matters
into sharp focus. Due to a lack of access to theory that allows us to comprehend systems, institutions, and
the ways we can mold them to become sources of transformation and spaces of equity, the Corinthians’
excellence “in faith, in speech, in knowledge” has become a privilege, an inaccessible resource.

Theory and excellence in knowledge are often inaccessible to the people who need them the most.The
violent design of white supremacy culture is enacted when people are kept away from life-giving education.
This is evident in the push towards preventing children’s access to comprehensive sex education, Black
children the world over from the histories of their resistance, and queer children from exposure to
affirming worldviews. The populations that are disenfranchised would benefit greatly from clearly seeing
the structures at work in their suffering, yet dire daily circumstances force them to remain on the level of
survival.

This focus on theory contributes to liberation, as theory is imagination work. Many see theory as a
possible description of the current systems of the world and often, the academy has been a site of erasure
for the humanity of people. Radical theories, however, like womanism and anarcho-Blackness, address our
humanity as well as the worlds we want to build and birth. It is through the excellent knowledge of the
Corinthians that Paul encourages them to engage with the community they are a part of. They have a solid
foundation from which to launch into the active practice of the grace of God.They are empowered in their
learning and understanding, and it opens the possibility for this to translate into radical praxis.

One of my most painful personal realizations about the Church is that there is a gigantic waste of
resources, both material and social, within this structure. Due to the co-opting of this institution into white
supremacy, the possibilities for liberation and transformation remain largely untapped.Where some of the
world’s most creative minds and transformational movements have found themselves inspired through

the Church, this institution has been one of the biggest obstacles towards societal change.The voices that
challenge the Church beyond this complacency are often the first to be silenced, ridiculed or attacked. It
breaks my heart: we have been invited into collaboration with the Divine, yet the majority of people in the
Church have limited access to ideas that can facilitate this collaboration.
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In the Lord’s Prayer, we say, “Your kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven,” and promptly forget that the
reign of Christ is one that is deeply collaborative, rather than hierarchical, and informed by the needs of the
collective, rather than by the whims of power abused.Through Christ’s poverty, we are enriched: that is we
are invited into the work of governing, distributing, and collaborating on this Heaven-on-earth agenda.The
evils of Christian institutions, like predatory evangelicalism, racial violence, and purity culture, have stunned
people with good ideas into silence. Theorizing, study, and experimentation is strictly cordoned off to spaces
and messes which already exist.

Paul’s words come to the church today as an encouragement towards excellence and deeper community. The
oppressive structures at play within the Church encourage complacency and isolation. If we were courageous,
we would use our knowledge to guide us into even greater and more radical forms of toppling these
structures. Because of our great regard for the treasure we have found in faith and in theory, by defending
one another’s access to it and the sacred space for experimentation in community, we can experience a
depth of abundance together.

Interpersonal - It is particularly delightful to live in a time in history where mutual aid is a concept, both in
theory and praxis.As someone who has been a participant in mutual aid, both receiving and giving, within this
passage | see emphasized the radical effort to use one’s own privilege to enact justice within the world.Yet, as
it is now, it seems that the Corinthian church, rich in material resources, had to be encouraged to participate
in the exercise, modeling the example of the lesser-resourced Macedonian church.This dynamic exists still

in our current context: the wealthy hoard; the workers of the world support one another, “voluntarily giving
according to their means, and even beyond their means.” If it were possible, | would simply paste Paul’s words
here for reflection and leave it at that. But, let us delve in further.

The powerful emergence of the grace of God at work within the Macedonian church is not solely in the fact
that they were able to share, even in their ordeals; it flows from the fact their joy overflowed. Even in verse
12, Paul makes it clear that it is not the magnitude of the gift that makes it acceptable, but rather the soul-
deep divine eagerness behind it that qualifies it as acceptable. Here | hear echoed the words of Toni Morrison,

received from her father:“You are not the work you do; you are the person you are.” She continues, “Since
that conversation with my father | have never considered the level of labor to be the measure of myself...”
While Toni Morrison speaks of labor in the context of capitalism, her words reach beyond to hold people
suffering with the sense that only sacrificing themselves will be the antidote to their shame, a shame which
has come about due to the transactional nature of relationships in our society.

For many, the politicized language behind privilege, mutual aid, and other forms of radical praxis has caused

a sense of scrupulosity to enter into the necessary labor. Suddenly, people with material privilege, especially
Black, queer, and people of other marginalized identities, feel plagued with shame for their circumstances,
imagining that the only thing that will soothe this suffering is to completely void themselves of abundance.
They are decidedly not aligned with the systems of white supremacy, misogyny, and homophobia, but they are
bereft of the joy that is part and parcel of radical living and the transformation of the world and its current
systems.

From my perspective, the motions of divesting from these oppressive forms of privilege have taken place
as a form of deconstruction.This is beneficial, though unsustainable: they have left the person undertaking
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these practices desolate. Reconstruction is necessary for sustainable practice and for transformation that
reaches beyond generations.An important question to ask oneself as participation within the building of
new worlds takes place is:Where is the joy? Where is the eagerness? It is vital to recognize that using one’s
own material resources for the sake of the collective is beneficial. However, are we trading one binary of
right and wrong, that is, the alignment or rebellion against Empire using the church as one of its agents, for
another similar set of dogmas? Has our new binary of right and wrong become a space where we have no
grace for the people we are turning from supremacy cultures to cultures of collaboration?

This passage can seem very direct at first reading, and maybe it is. | definitely think that there are people
who need to be told to participate in mutual aid, to invest their material resources into the causes that
are aligned with the sovereignty of Life.There are people whose guilt for their silence and complicity in
the suffering of others is justified. However, there is a deeper checkup for people already on the path of
divestment and collaboration. In the process of releasing shame, it inquires of us:VWhere is the joy here?

Where is the eagerness? Where are you!?

Words for inspiration:

| believe that anyone’s death has salvific significance if we learn continuously from the life
that preceded it.”

-JoAnne Marie Terrell

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Can mirrors help fight the threat of extreme heat?
Gov. Wes Moore will pardon 175,000-plus cannabis-related convictions
Court rules in favour of LSE against pro-Palestine encampment, allowing it to dismantle protest

The African Accent and the Colonial Ear

Singapore races to clean up beaches after oil spill

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0kly57gl54o?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_format=link&at_medium=social&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_origin=BBCWorld&at_link_id=980EDC9C-2C6D-11EF-BF4F-BC6DFBF2AFE4&at_campaign_type=owned
https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/politics-power/state-government/wes-moore-cannabis-pardons-IRIBTAOU6BHRZBBZMO26HCPJYE/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240616-court-rules-in-favour-of-lse-against-pro-palestine-encampment-allowing-it-to-dismantle-protest/
https://mubi.com/en/notebook/posts/the-african-accent-and-the-colonial-ear
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce77k2gx83ro?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_campaign_type=owned&at_link_id=01862792-2C60-11EF-9CE0-D8A6CBB4399E&at_link_origin=BBCNews&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_link_type=web_link&at_medium=social&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_format=link&at_ptr_name=twitter

Commentaries Author

When Grey Oletsa isn’t neck-deep in birth-work, they bring stories to
life through writing, music, film, fiber, and a sense of humor that functions
against all odds. They adore alternative music, good food you have to dig
into with your fingers, and learning weird new things from Tumblr
sh*tposts. Besides people-watching and participating in the simulation,
the Nairobi-based poet creates community through art.

For people who want to connect, my email jonoletsa@gmail.com or |G

@gracia.oletsa works just fine. And for people who want to support my
work, they can subscribe to my newsletter here, or directly via my Paypal
gronathana@gmail.com

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with

beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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