
Anna: Hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast from enfleshed where we dive 
deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish collective liberation.

[music fades in]

M: Hey, folks. This is M, and I'm here with one of my co-directors, Robert Monson, and I'm 
delighted to get to chat with you today, Robert, specifically about Juneteenth. Yeah. 

Robert: I'm excited. I'm excited. Yeah. Thanks for being here with me. I know that typically 
Juneteenth-related things in most organizations kind of get promoted a certain way, but I am the 
most excited to talk about this with you, actually. 

M: Oh, thanks, Robert. I appreciate that. Yeah. I'm excited to talk with you about Black freedom 
and specifically what those words together mean to you and your body and your life and your 
context, your community. So before we dive into that too much, I think that you have a reading 
to ground us, which thank you for it. 

Robert: No problem. So this is Call Me by poet Marcus Amaker, and it's from a collection of 
poems called The Birth of All Things. Call me by my truth before you call me by my name. And if 
you don't know my name, I'd rather you make it up something black like Tyrone or Malcolm or 
better yet, King. And if you ever hear my name, know that it does not in any way sound like the 
slur that came out of your filthy mouth. 

M: Yeah. I see. Yes. Thank you. Thank you. Ahhhh. So I wanted to start with a kind of sensory 
orientation to black freedom and invite you, Robert, to just be in your own body and your own 
heart, letting your own flesh speak without pressures of any kind and walk you through your own 
senses. And so I wanted to start by asking you when you think about what black freedom looks 
like, what are three things? 

Robert: Well, you said sensory. So the first thing, it actually makes me really sad when you ask 
me that question. So I feel tearful and I hate that that's the first reaction. Whoa. Yeah, that's 
emotional. 

Let me say this before I give you the words. I think the sadness that's coming up for me is from 
the moment you framed it around Nina Simone. I felt the invitation of that beauty. And 



consequently, I feel how not free I am walking around every day, right? And so where my reality 
is and where Nina Simone is envisioning, those are two separate places. So there's that. So can 
you ask the question again? 

M: That's right. Yeah. So I think I'm and I'm drawing on some of our conversations around black 
imagination, right? And so when you imagine, so we're going to go through the senses. So 
starting with look, seeing visions, when you imagine what black freedom looks like, what are 
three visions? 

Robert: Yeah, the first one for me is. Black men smiling. I, there was a viral sensation a year or 
two ago with with black men frolicking. And it was the most quote unquote masculine black men 
and they were just like throwing off like that masculinity and they were just smiling and frolicking 
through a field and it was like, that's what freedom looks like to me. 

The second imagery that's coming to mind is the clearing and Tony Morrisson's  Beloved. And 
that is always my ultimate vision of like our future, not just as black people, but people in 
general, but yeah, as black people, I see men women, children, all those black bodies. Just 
coming together those that are not named. I see trans and non binary bodies there. 

Yeah, doing they thing. Um, and then the last one is funny, but it's it - you asked you ask the 
question. It's me dancing, cooking a meal... one thing about me. Every time I cook a meal. It's a 
visual delight. So that's three. 

M: That's beautiful. I knew this I was like when I came up with this I was like, oh the Robert is 
just going to give the most beautiful answers. I love that. Thank you. Okay, so now when you 
think about what lack freedom sounds like three things. 

Robert: Nina Simone, for sure. For for sure. I have to say it sounds like Lucille Clifton's voice. I 
am biased because I read a poetry all the time so but it sounds like that to me. And then I have 
to think of the, the thousands upon thousands of black freedom fighters that have been fighting 
for Palestine that have been organizing for for Palestine and Gaza. And they regularly get 
overlooked but I am surrounded by so many of them and their freedom chants. Yeah, that that is 
what it looks like cross solidarity to me. Yeah, so that's what it looks like to me. Amen. 

M: Okay, when you think about what black freedom smells like. What are three things. 

Robert: This is me. I am an odd creature so this is so I get that purpose. It smells like my 
grandmother's fried chicken. That's one. Truly, truly I say unto thee. I don't have three but the 
other one that I smell. Regularly when I think of them are lavender. That's that like lavender and 
I think it was just flowers in general but yeah lavender comes to mind. I don't know what but yes. 

M: I love that. That's a good smell. 
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Robert: Maybe part of it is tied to me from, you know, a random side note -  like when I see 
purple flowers it reminds me, even when they're not lavender, they're not connected to lavender 
at all. But it reminds me of freedom in the book the color purple - so yeah. 

M: Yeah, beautiful. Yeah. Okay. When you think about about what. - Sorry. When you think 
about what black freedom tastes like. What are three things. 

Robert: That's a great question. I don't know why. Okay, hey, it's me. So, cornbread, but how 
black people from the South make cornbread. And I think knit within that I will be deep for a 
second I regularly am in all of my family and my ancestors and how they made something out of 
nothing right and so like, it tastes like home to me I think yes cornbread but largely, I don't have 
three but it tastes like home. And when I think of home, I think of that those like those tastes that 
are unique to us where we feel safe. And yes I'll say cornbread and home that's that's what I 
would say. 

M: So, food  is freedom. Yeah. All right, well then last one. When you think about what black 
freedom feels like. 

Robert: Yeah, and I do have to give credit to the book black imagination, curated by Natasha 
Marin because that's such a beautiful work. Kind of unearthing what you're saying of what it 
feels like I think, for me, it feels like unmasking and being able to be, you know, my true self and 
other black people can be their true selves. Black freedom. It feels like never having to code 
switch again. And it feels like to the touch, it feels like a warm embrace. Yeah, so I'll say that. 

M: Those are all beautiful answers. 

Robert: Thank you. Thank you for that question. 

M: So one of the things that I was thinking about Juneteenth and other days of celebration that 
are born out of liberation movements is the way that it can feel both I think so easy and so 
difficult to sort of hold the both/ and of There has been some changes and there also are so 
many changes still needed. There are some things that have changed and some things that 
have not changed or not changed enough. And so I wondered how do you hold those tensions 
in your own life and your own body and your own work both specifically in regards to Juneteenth 
and also just more broadly and 

Robert: Yeah, so the first thing that comes to mind. A white colleague of mine asked me recently 
this question of how you know - two things: one as a white person. I want to go to Juneteenth 
events. Should I go and I'm like, I can't answer that question, because one of the part of the 
work of liberation is de centering power for me. And so one thing I cannot do for for my white 
loved ones and my colleagues and anyone - is to center them when we're thinking about black 
liberation right, but I know that it's part of this larger framework and we could talk about that 
more later like this larger tapestry that that we do need we do need to talk about that but we 
also need that collective. 
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Right. So many of us have these micro and macro griefs that we're carrying and these joys and 
these accomplishments and what Juneteenth represents to me is this place where we can go 
and we can be in the clearing. And part of the work is we can go in the clearing to be refreshed, 
revived, be together right? Knowing that outside of that clearing is much violence so that speaks 
to the both end is. Yes, now we have this nationally recognized holiday that we all can enter to 
which I have thoughts about that, but mostly offline. But, you know, holla at me later. 

Robert: But like, it is a both /and. There is - we have come so far. I, I am one of the first in my 
family to be born with full civil rights. And I always like to tell people that because that's kind of 
shocking. Right. I don't feel like I'm that old, but we have come so far. 

And we have so far to go. That part of the work that I do is to give people a place to rest. I give 
people permission to words to rituals to to rest in their soul and then their body knowing that rest 
alone cannot save us right? Like we know that right like. There's so many interlocking systems 
of oppression that my work alone can undo all of that right but part of the work that I do is, hey, 
you need a little... 

Come in here, weary friend, you know, you know, lay down a while. And so I think that that that 
is kind of my work to the both. And in the Juneteenth coming in the midst of that is is perfect for 
me in the work that I do because I look at it as the work. I'm not going to do a ton of educational 
work on Juneteenth. 

You know, because I don't get paid on that day. This is where I can I can rest I can do black 
dreaming I do so much dreaming on Juneteenth. And I'm just outside I'm eating good food. 

I'm, I just call it black boy dreaming. And that's what that's my work on Juneteenth. But I respect 
other people who are throwing educational suares, library events, they doing  Instagram lives. 
That's just not where I'll be. 

M: Yes. Yes, I love that and I love I just want to hop back to the way that you offer rest because 
you do you just your presence as a harbor and yeah, a gift to encounter. Yeah. 

Robert: That that is so that's beautiful because I've really been digging into slave narratives and 
slave testimonies recently crying a lot. I had all that my ancestors, because it's easy sometimes 
for people to collapse all slave stories into one thing. One narrative and so I can't help but think 
of my ancestors, some who were Christian some who are not all this this this this web of stories 
I've been reading. And one, one series of narratives that I've been reading on are those who 
went into the brush harbors, and we're creating this place where they couldn't encounter the 
divine and they could be with one another. And they would be up all night shouting and 
screaming and sometimes they would have to be subdue because they had such ecstatic 
experiences and dynamic experiences out there in the wilderness. And so you saying that my, 
my presence creates that is is a testimony for me because I look at myself as part of the 
culmination of my ancestors working dreams to so yeah. 
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M: It's beautiful. Yeah. Maybe you were kind of suggesting you don't want to speak to this and if 
so, you get a pass. But back in 2021, our beloved Casey Overton wrote this and a July issue of 
liturgy that matters about Juneteenth. They said, like any illegitimate nation, American life is 
replete with celebrations like Columbus Day Thanksgiving Day Labor Day that feel like insults to 
the folks whose destinies it still refuses to manifest. One of the most distancing experiences of 
marginality is witnessing colonizers exuberant joy from our windows as we breathe. And that's a 
whole word. And I wondered what. What. I know, they're so good. 

Robert: Pass the collection place. That's, that's all I got to say. I agree. I think what's hard is 
one, it feels for me. I mean, it feels a slap in the face to to experience those descendants of 
colonizers, not even understand Juneteenth or seek to understand it. And just be like, well, it's a 
black thing. 

I don't know. But yet you go take the day off. Yeah, yet you go have joy in the day off. And this 
same nation is honoring Christopher Columbus. Yeah, like, are y'all. 

Is this the Twilight Zone? And I don't ever want to belittle all of the people who sought for 
Juneteenth to be nationally recognized, whether it was misinformed or fully informed, right? 
Some people, there's a wide array of people who wanted it to be nationally recognized, right? 
And some who are adamantly opposed to it. I think what's hard is to see, not just general 
colonizers, but I have to be honest, it's hurtful for my progressive kin, who are not black to not 
give the reverence that Juneteenth deserves. I think that that is infinitely more hurtful, because 
it's one thing for someone who I know who's explicit about the fact that they wouldn't even call 
me a person. I'm not expecting anything from them. Okay, I mean, you're still trying to take away 
my rights. 

Okay, so, hey. But it's another thing from those who call themselves progressive to not enter into 
the spirit of Juneteenth to act confused about what it's about to say, Oh, well, I need a black 
person to show me. No, because this is that 2020 energy where y'all had the black squares as 
solidarity. 

You all are asking us all sorts of questions about racism and it was just so shocking but yes, I 
agree with Casey word for word bar for bar. It is painful and it doesn't have to be that way. 

M: It doesn't have to be that way. That's right. 

Robert: Yeah, and with that, what I'm not looking for my, my kin of all different ethnicities and 
expressions and social locations. I'm not looking for them to need to be baptized by a black 
person on this day. I think what could be helpful is entering into both understanding and re 
upping the solidarity on this day that's that's something that I could offer various peoples. 

M: Yes, that's a great invitation. Yes. Yes. 
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Robert: I wanted to ask you one thing with what do you feel like what do you experience when 
you maybe first read Casey's first that that line and that piece and then like, yeah, just what are 
some of your thoughts on that too. 

M: I mean, so many things. Robert: Because I'm so curious, right because I truly respect your 
opinion and I'm wondering like how did that hit. Yeah, so I mean, I think I feel I love the way that 
Casey connected Juneteenth with Columbus Day with Thanksgiving with Labor Day. The trend, 
right? It's what this is, is a trend. Yeah, it's so kind, it's like, I don't know exactly all the right 
words for it, but the way that a federal holiday can be used to cover over histories and ongoing 
systemic realities. 

And then this hypocritical, ironic celebration of those who are closest to power upholding the 
very problems behind all of these holidays, then like feeling good about it. Like it's, the trend is 
terrible. The trend is evil. The trend, yeah, it's complicated the way that I think, as individuals, 
we have to figure out how to enter into these days and with more particularity and more, 
hopefully different values. But the trend of doing that in this country is sick to me. So I felt a 
hallelujah when I read the Casey's words. 

Robert: It is sick. And as you were talking, it just unlocked this memory for me. Like Black 
people have been crying out for so long for just a simple, we couldn't even get to the Black 
thriving, the Black flourishing, we were like, stop killing us, stop the transphobia, stop the 
homophobia, stop the ableism, the classism that's working together again and with racism and 
beaten our beat. And we asked for that in it, you know, a few years ago, they were like, how 
about we give you Juneteenth as a holiday? So like stop the transphobia, stop the homophobia. 

How about Juneteenth? Like, no, we won't do police reform to your point of overarching things. 
But how about this? And it's really sick when you think about it. 

And I remember in 2020 and 2021, there was this image of some notable Democrats, I will call 
them about day by day, but the first one day by by day, I see. 

M: I bet I am  channeling  this. 

Robert: Exactly. In your mind's eye. 

Robert: The Democrats in solidarity with Black Lives Matter, I suppose this is what it was, they 
were kneeling, I think on the floor of Congress, largely all white people with Kente cloth on. And 
I'm thinking if this isn't the biggest sight of absurdity, and the biggest slap in the face to what we 
are asking for, here we are asking, stop killing us. We're not even asking for the floor, saying 
that's what's sad to me. We're not even demanding that we're just like, hey, we would love to not 
die. 
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And here's Democrats kneeling in African garb. We did not ask for this. So anyway, so that's 
what I was thinking as you were talking, I'm like, wow, this is the biggest imagery I can see of 
what we asked for versus what we got. 

M: That's right. That's right. Yeah. Yes. Yeah. Yeah, I feel like we could, we could, that could be 
the whole podcast. 

Robert: That would be a whole other podcast. Like what does political activism actually look like 
in solidarity with the margins, but that's the whole other topic. 

M: Exactly. Exactly. But it does make me think about the ways that Juneteenth and Pride are in 
this temporal, like proximity, which I just, I love, and I, there are just so many threads that weave 
these histories together. 

And including the worst of them being the shitty ways people do and don't show up for both of 
these movements. And so I'm curious what comes up for you and thinking about Juneteenth 
and Pride together. 

Robert: Yeah, I'm, thank you for asking that because I think of it often. I, you know, I have to say, 
you know, Juneteenth has a particular sacred history and that is still, the story of it is still being 
written, right? Like so many, even Black folks are becoming aware of it and creating their own 
rituals and meaning making with it. And I love seeing that, like so many, I have been celebrating 
it for years, but so many Black friends, you know, haven't, and they're still, we're still creating 
meaning, right? Like this is something that's malleable and is beautiful. 

And I honor that. And then, and Pride month has largely been, I just think of the work of so 
many Black lesbian women, Black trans women who have said that they, they've been vocal 
about that they're left out of Pride and they don't feel comfortable going to Pride events. They 
don't, you know, like it's the LGBTQIA, you're like, accepted you're Black and accepted for this 
and accept, you know, and it's like, depending on the city you're in, some of the most oppressive 
spaces will be those queer spaces for the different Black bodies and different Black 
experiences, right? 

And so I think them temporarily being situated together points to a bright future that we can 
create together. Because on this day within Pride month, in Pride month, there is a beauty to not 
just, because some people take Pride month as a lament, and I respect the people that take it 
that way. They're specifically, let me not say, let me say it this way, the ones who are lamenting 
the lack of freedom that they're experiencing, yes, they're proud within themselves, but they're 
not experiencing that in larger society. And so that's beautiful. But these, these events being so 
close together means that even as Black people rise and they celebrate their freedom, also they 
are queer. Also, there, there's this, it can be a signpost of even within the quote unquote 
LGBTQIA community, there's more freedom to be had. There's more free, you know, and so I 
think that it's a possibility making time with Juneteenth taking place within Pride month. 
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And what I would love beyond anything is that people would see that dynamic connection that 
you're making and say, how can we make the synergy flow? Often Juneteenth seems to be its 
own thing and Pride seems to be its own thing. And largely Pride, the loudest people seem to be 
white people. And I'm like, God, no, there can be dynamism here. Like there, there's, there's 
threads that couldn't could connect because news flash - black people be gay too. And how can 
we keep this synergy where when Juneteenth happens, people don't check out like, oh, okay, 
this isn't for me. Pride month vice versa, right? So those are some of my thoughts. What about 
you? What do you see that temporal location? 

M: Well, what what first comes to mind for me is thinking of like, so when I think of Pride month, 
I think less about the, for me personally, I think less about the what has become the corporate 
sponsored marches. They're not even marches, they're parades. That for me personally, on a 
spiritual and political level is not Pride. I might sometimes attend and it's fun or whatever, but it's 
not Pride for me. 

When I think of Pride, I think about the lineage of queer and trans people, many of whom were 
black trans women, black queer women, pushing against oppressive forces as collective people. 
And I think about the Stonewall riots, which are after Juneteenth, you know, many years apart, 
but nine days. And like, people saying enough is enough. And the same old thing, you know, 
pushing back against poverty and police violence, right? 

Like, I just think of them as like, extensions of each other in various ways, and not to 
oversimplify or collapse that. But I, yeah, I can't think of Pride without thinking about black 
freedom, you know. And, and so I just, yeah, I find it inspiring to refuse their, like, refuse 
anybody's attempts at dissentangling them. 

And when I say anyone's, I'm thinking specifically about my white peers. And again, the way that 
corporations are trying, are successfully for a lot of people - removing that political component 
to, you know, and the same thing with, I saw a picture of like ice cream with Juneteenth flag on 
it, you know, it's like we see, again, it's the same trends. They, the trends unfold across the 
movements and histories to take the power away from them as much as possible. And we take 
it back, I think. 

Robert: Yeah, I think a couple of years ago, so while we're getting in trouble because a man, a 
white man, started a whole collection line, you know, with the ice cream, plates, decorations, 
branded Juneteenth, but it was like for a white company, right? And one of the slogans was, it's 
the freedom for me. And so this person was co-opting black and in queer slang, like black gay 
slang that started there. And it's like, so you're, you're branding this, right? 

And so I think of what you said with pride and whatnot. And so I think when I, when I think of 
this, this dynamic that you're talking about in refusing to disentangle, two things came to mind 
when you're talking. One is somehow sometimes these entities, you, however you want to call it, 
like Pride Month and Juneteenth, are almost pitted against one another, almost as if, you know, I 
think, I'm gonna say that, I think I might edit it out, but I think of Dave Chappelle and different 
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ones that almost would Pride Month is for white and white adjacent people and Juneteenth is for 
black people and never the two shall mix. And we're fighting over the same small pie, the same 
small piece, and we're beating each other up, not knowing that no, we cannot be disentangled 
and we should demand a bigger pie together, right? Like that's the work, that's that intricate 
weaving that you were talking about. And I think in, in so doing, we are greater together. 

And I think by the time we come to Juneteenth, I just think of the power of holy witnessing and 
holy, you know, just sitting there and witnessing in a way knowing, Hey, we've got one another's 
back, you know, because not every black person is queer and vice versa, but that doesn't mean 
there can't be solidarity amongst us as we ask for more pie. 

M: Yeah, that's right. That's right. Yeah. Yeah. 

Robert: Yeah, but that political component, I think, is necessary to keep us wound together 
because it's not only one big party, it's not only getting, you know, pride, you know, pride is in 
target, you know, and we thought it to, no, there's no, we're doing the work. Yes, we're there's 
there's there's joy that we have to lean into. But there's also, we're removing the things that 
hinder us, we're removing the things that cause us not to be able to flourish. Yeah. 

M: Yes. And we are we are in shared and different ways, all criminalized people based on yes, 
and saying no, no, to submitting to that, and all of its repercussions. And the more we do that 
together, the stronger we are. Yes. 

Yeah. So one of the things one of the clarifications I've seen from a lot of black folks over the 
years about Juneteenth, that I just think is beautiful, is that many have shared that the truth is 
that it wasn't white people who freed enslaved black people, it was black folks who freed black 
folks. And I feel curious what that means to you and how you see black folks freeing black folks 
today. I love that. 

Robert: Thank you for that. That was almost like a shot in my arm of vitamin C. Yes. I that is a 
necessary part of the storytelling we must do both as black folks and as people who - the people 
who desire to be in solidarity with us. Because the prevailing notion that all of a sudden the 
country decided via the white conscience, it was so we changed our mind, let's not do this 
anymore. That that is a slap in the face to all of the collective work that we've done, the 
resistance work, whether it was implicit or explicit, right? I think of, I can't help but think of the 
many black women who resisted in ways that were subversive, right? 

And hey, some of them were poisoning the food. I think of Nat Turner and feeling called by God. 
Hey, we're getting out of here and feeling that no, this is the spirit of God telling me to resist in 
this explicit way, in this rebellious way. Yes, we freed ourselves. We are freeing ourselves. I 
think of Mahalia Jackson often when she's sitting behind Martin Luther King and right this is 
after slavery, but we still we're not completely free, right? And she says, tell them about the 
dream, Martin, tell them about the dream, right? 
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And that's where we get the I have a dream speech. But I, in slavery, we see courageous 
people, we see sojourner truth rising up, we see Harriet Tubman rising up, refusing to be 
denied, almost that spirit of refusal that you were referencing earlier in reference to the solidarity 
we can have to resist criminality, right? I think of the Dred Scott case where Dred Scott said, I 
deserve to be a human. And even though he was denied, that was part of the freeing is him 
saying, no, I deserve to be here. I deserve to be counted, right? I think of the many, I just think 
of the many black bodies, the many queer body black bodies that rose up to demand something 
new. 

And how are we freeing ourselves now? There's so much wrong in this world, but I take such 
delight in all of the, you know, Casey, I respect Casey's work so much. I respect so many that 
we serve with with with Shauna and Alicia Crosby different people that are doing the work our 
soul must have as Katie Cannon said. I think of the theologians, I think of the activists, I think of 
those who don't get mainstream attention, but they're writing good works, you know, like, you 
know, this poet Marcus, right? It's like, there are so many that are trying to free black people in 
soft ways and in hard ways, and they rarely get the recognition that they deserve. Yeah, we we 
have been freedom fighters, and we will be again in the future, like that is our destiny. Like, and 
one thing that we know is that when we rise, we demand that everyone rise with us. 

And that's something that I have to say in the storytelling pieces. As we have sought to free 
ourselves, black people have never demanded that it only be us. And that's a beautiful part of 
my lineage, that I have seen black women receive the tail end of such abuse and harm. And as 
they fight for their own freedom, they've demanded rights for others rights for children rights for 
immigrants, right, for the indigenous people, right, like, that is where we come from is we're not 
selfish or so focused on our own flourishing that, you know, the suffrage movement as black 
women were fighting in there, only for them not to get the real suffrage. I think of like, all of the 
black soldiers that fought to free people overseas and then had to come back to nothing. 

And had to, you know, the many who said they came back, and they had less rights here than 
they did fighting overseas for other people's freedoms, right. So that those are the people that I 
call on in the spirit of my mind, and that those people help bolster me in doing my own work, 
knowing like, I want us all to rise, I'm centering us, but I want us all to rise and truly rise, you 
know. 

M: Yes, yes, yes, beautifully said. I feel curious, and I imagine we should probably bring things 
to an end here, but I would love to hear you speak to a little bit about how your own spiritual life 
or life of faith, what role it plays in your sense of like, rising up, as you say. Yeah. Yeah. 

Robert: So I think about my ancestors a lot every day, multiple times a day, I make decisions via 
this desire to please my ancestors. And, you know, in Euro Christianity, you know, there's no 
place for that, right. They're like, no, it's demonic, you know, it's eek. 

Speaker 3: Yeah, the cloud of witnesses is all we get. 
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Robert: Yeah. Exactly. A cloud of witnesses and surprisingly, they're all white witnesses. But 
like, that's what people say, you know, but I think like, my spirituality, yes, you could put me in 
the category of a Christian, not the Fox News kind, but like, I have to say that part of that 
spirituality is more expensive than the word Christian, though. And it is enlivened by my 
ancestors. It's animated by my ancestors. A phrase that I say all the time is, my ancestors will 
be so proud of the man I am becoming. Because the work that I am doing, I, the ways that I 
rest, the ways that I love, the way, you know, the ways that I desire to be loved, I'm like, I hope 
that you all are proud of who I am, right. I'm keeping your memory alive, right. And so that is, 
has everything to do with how I do activism is has everything to do with how I vote. I was a 
conservative Christian, at one point in time, you know, many, you know, a decade ago. So the 
ancestors were dimmer in my mind that they are now, you know, but I rose up out of that second 
place. Okay. Whoa. 

Robert: To, but yeah, that's part of my rising up. It's a rising up and becoming with. And I see 
myself as becoming more and more entwined with my ancestors until the day that I die, where I 
fully get to go into that great beyond with them. Right. And so until that day, they're like, Hey, so 
we got work to do. My ancestors aren't all peace and love. They, I know you're not accepting 
transphobia and all the work that we did. Like my ancestors, they talked back. So they beat my 
tail. So that's part of my rising up is becoming one with my ancestors. Hmm. 

M: That was really powerful. Yeah. 

Robert: Yeah. So I think that's, that's our conversation. Thank you, so much for hosting and 
being vulnerable enough to have, you know, this kind of conversation with me. And hey, I love 
the work that we get to do together, both in this conversation and within enfleshed So thank you. 

M: Yeah, me too. Very mutual. All right. Take care, everyone. And blessed Juneteenth. May 
black freedom prevail. 

[music fades out]
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