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Mark 6:14-29 enfleshed

spiritual nourishment for collective liberation




TEXTS

July 14, 2024

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24

Amos 7:7-15

Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:14-29

What links the texts this week?

Heresy check - God can’t be God by Themself. God has always been a collective, a team, a family.

The Holy Trinity is beautiful, and by it, we too are made Holy. We are co-creators and heirs. We are
fraternity, fiance’, and friend to the Divine who holds our kin-dom together with us. Heaven is a group
project, and God is the group. And you too! When we’re seeking after the Holy Spirit, we have no
choice but to look for you. God is an echo and a secondline. God turns the ropes in our double-dutch
so we can dance and dance and dance. God with us - whining about the election and how absurd all

of this is, crying over emaciated children and food waste, begging the sun to give us more time to
convince our leaders to be less terrible to the Earth. Prophetic witness is all around us.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Align our actions with our dreams for the world.
Protect us from distraction, Steadfast One.

Teach us to ignore those who profit from our diversion.
Protect us from distraction, Steadfast One.

Plant our attention in what gives us life.
Protect us from distraction, Steadfast One.

Like a flower towards sun,

ground us in the warmth of your presence.
Turn our faces in the direction of your Love.
Protect us from distraction, Steadfast One.
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Opening Prayer

Overworked and underpaid, we are often too tired to listen for the whisperings of the World to Come.
With wealth hoarders invested in our isolation, we often reach for distraction to soothe our ache for
connection.

This is where we ask for your focus, Liberating Spirit. Accompany us in spiritual practices—prayer, breath,
dance, singing, walking, kind relationships—that ground us in the world of reciprocity. Hold us tenderly in
the present moment, that mindful wonder may weave through our ordinary living. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Our ability to dream something different, to name longing... and commit to it, directly correlates to the
likelihood that we will experience it, that it will be realized.

The words of writer and teacher, Prentis Hemphill, invite us to commit to our dreams, that, together, we
might realize a different world. We gather our offerings in the spirit of commitment to each other.

Prayer of Dedication

Ground of Being, out of our love for each other, we are invited to compassionate ways of living. Rooted
in the wisdom of the present moment and in the logic of liberation. Bless our offerings to our spiritual
growth and to our steadfastness in causes of righteousness. Amen.

Benediction

Let us go forth offering our attention to what give us life
and aligning our actions with work of the Kin-dom of God.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How have you seen prophetic witness appear in political statmenets recently? Who does your tradition
consider prophets, and how can they be more representative of targeted populations?

*  How does your faith community discuss “bad” women in the Bible? What could make these conversa-
tions more nuanced and humanizing for real people holding feminine identities?

*  What are the most frequent asks of children in your faith community? What could that communicate
to the children about their roles in the community?
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Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic -...huge crowds of people...
....A prophet...out in the wilderness...
...raised from the dead!

...the Baptizer.

The murmurings scattered the land. Everywhere Herod Antipas went, he heard the unsettled reports of a guy
named Jesus. He’s preaching to crowds. He’s baptizing people. He’s gathering a contingent and disciples. He’s
talking about a new era - a new reign.A new king?

Jesus is arriving on the scene with some fanfare, but not because he fell out of a coconut tree. Herod is
haunted by the ministry because he knows that the prophetic witness of Jesus is connected to the prophetic
witness of John the Baptist which is connected to the prophetic witness of Elijah.Thus a form begins to
protrude from the shadow of Herod’s nightmares - another prophet ascends before the worms can sample the
one he just took out back. Has the Baptizer been resurrected?!

But what is a tetrarch like Herod doing shaking, crying, and throwing up over a beheaded broke boy like
our dawg JB? The headless Baptizer haunts Herod, according to Mark’s author, because he called him out

by name. Even with the probably ahistorical Herodias scheme insertion, Josephus reports that our beloved
JB made Herod Antipas very nervous in real life. Herod’s prospects of extinguishing a movement that may
always have a new leader on standby would feel thinner than workplace toilet paper, but to escalate Herod’s
stress from worse to worse-er, Jesus JUST sent out twelve understudies in Mark’s gospel, ensuring that the
Antipas character is as worried-sick as possible. Mark’s author almost comically shows us how God arrives
in the tetrarch’s anxiety. This passage is Mark’s gospel instructing us that to achieve peace for the people, the
offending rulers of the people should be disturbed.

Some of us think God needs meekness and civility from us to share divine image... Mark asks why leaders
who don’t treat peace as a human right should ever know peace themselves. Some of us think we should be
polite, not stir the pot, and accept a white house invitation if we receive one. Mark challenges our collegial
inclinations. Mark’s author inserts the Herodias scheme into JB’s prophetic ministry likely because Elijah did the
same thing with Ahab and Jezebel.We're not all friends here. B was taking roll and naming names in keeping
with his ministerial ancestry because people who do God’s work have enemies, and this is what Mark’s author
wanted us to remember.Whether historical or not, the gospels want us to know that an unmistakable critique
of power is one of the markers of a prophet. Divinity is a disturbance of power.

Your ministry also has an ancestry that you'd be wise to trace.Whether someone does the will of God can
likely be determined by who they’re mistaken for and who they’re seen with. |B wasn’t one of the religious
leaders invited to Herod’s birthday party, and he made sure of it. The prophetic tradition to which we are
called speaks openly against those who obstruct God’s lovingjustice, often by name. Pastor and public witness,
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Kristian A. Smith, recognized this in a moment of public accountability sharing a statement online,

“As my platform expands, it has become apparent to me that many people put me in the same
theological category as the people with whom | vehemently disagree. It’s an issue of confusing style
with substance. ‘Soundbite Theology Culture’ has people trying to ingest messages of self-love and
self-hatred at the same time.The two messages are incompatible.You can’t apply what I’'m teaching and
what you hear from Jackie Hill Perry and Tye Tribbett... Speaking in general terms has proven to be
ineffective for a significant portion of my audience. If you don’t like me calling names, now is the time
to unfollow and unfriend me. | bid you farewell.To everyone else, we ride at dawn.”

Acknowledging the obvious danger in prophetic name-calling, we all have a responsibility to ensure that our
prophets are neither first nor alone in their Godly condemnations.The chapter prior blesses us with the
gift of succession and discipleship so that our entire mission need not hinge on a single voice crying out

in the wilderness. Sure, Herod can cause one head to roll, but if God can never be contained in one head,
there will always be a resurrection.

Structural

The Bible scholar’s most loved and hated historian, Josephus, makes no mention of the Herodias scheme
for which there is no historical evidence beyond this text. Josephus cites Herod’s anxiety surrounding a
potential uprising as the primary motivation behind the beheading of our forerunning prophet. Scholars
recognize that this outlandish embellishment likely has to do with the author’s need to link Herodias to
Jezebel, but more importantly, Herod Antipas to the previous testament’s King Ahab. Gale A.Yee explains in
the Fortress Commentary on the Old Testament that,

“Ahab not only walked in the sins of Jeroboam, but also angered God even more by marrying a foreign
woman, Jezebel...and worshiping her gods Baal and Asherah...both the kings of Israel and Judah
continued Solomon’s exploitative economic policy of extracting the surpluses from their agrarian
subjects to support their building projects, wars, and extravagant lifestyles. This one-sided systemic
extraction resulted in the impoverishment of the nation’s peasant base.”

Based on the evidence we have, Herodias cannot be read without Jezebel, but let’s not lose the plot and
sprint to soothe ourselves in misogyny - Herodias and Jezebel as we know (and disproportionately hate)
them only exist in the shadows of their ain’t-shit husbands. Ahab’s and Antipas’ marriages are emphasized
by Biblical authors as unholy, not solely as matters of law although legality is important.The focus on the
marriages is also not a matter of illustrating the conniving and lascivious nature of women although Biblical
authors unfortunately contributed to this.When it comes to Jezebel’s “foreign gods”, Yee cites Brueggemann
and notes that “...their worship is linked to a royal system of exploitation, in which the majority of the
population suffered under the oppression of a small group of ruling elites.”

Therefore, we find that both women’s characters (as they’ve been contrived by men) clung to masculine
power, benefitted from the people’s suffering, girlbossed too close to the sun, and then went down as
victims of patriarchy although they both historically would have victimized just as many men as would later
preoccupy themselves with their licentiousness. If you ask me, all these male Bible “scholars” who have
stained their hole-ridden drawers over Jezebel’s or Herodias’ conduct may not just be upset that they’re
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“immoral.” They might be uncomfortable because the Jezebel and Herodias characters refuse victimhood
under patriarchy and, instead, act like the men who inspire them. By Biblical standards, both would be
Proverbs 31 women if their husbands weren’t the chief liabilities depreciating their moral bankruptcy.

Since they’re women, we can attempt to erect some rickety arguments for their insecurity as motivations
for their misconduct. Herodias is a member of the Herod family rife with incest and assassinations - this life
at the top was not void of precarity. We don’t know that Herodias experienced any sense of safety with or
outside of Herod Antipas, and |B questioning her marriage to Antipas was tantamount to threatening her
security even more. Even with all of her status, her anxiety could’ve been valid, yet her recklessness is more
often read as incarnate wickedness than twisted desperation.The rush to villainize her before her husband
is problematic, but that wouldn’t excuse her passing the severed head of a righteous man between herself
and her young daughter like a honeydew melon.This isn’t what happened, historically, though.The real Herod
Antipas was well-constituted to assassinate JB with no help, but the real Herodias does still have significant
influence. Martin Goodman’s writing on “Jewish History, 331 BCE-135 CE” in The Jewish Annotated New
Testament places criticism exactly where it’s due.

“The Herodian heir lost his throne because of his own greed.When Caligula appointed Agrippa | king of
Judea in 37 CE, Antipas and his wife Herodias, who was Agrippa I's sister, went to Rome to request that
Antipas also be appointed king. Agrippa | brought charges against his brother-in-law, and Caligula exiled
him to Gaul as well.”

Maybe the real Herodias was a little schemer, but her power only existed through the men around her. It’s
not hard to resolve that Antipas and Herodias are just a power-obsessed Clyde and Bonnie who allowed
their insatiable thirst for status to inebriate them beyond recovery. Herodias, like Jezebel, is a Biblical
woman whose marginalization doesn’t absolve her from wielding her exorbitant over all genders to benefit
from their suffering. Being sensitive to a marginalized identity doesn’t obligate us to redeem unremorseful
ghouls who did nothing in the interest of the common person who shares their identity. To me, Herodias
resembles the white feminist who fake-cries about patriarchal white supremacy right before she calls a
sexist police officer on a “suspicious” Black man minding his business.VWe don’t have to flatten people into a
guilty/innocent binary to struggle for their liberation. Herodias can be both victim and abuser whether she
plotted against |B or not. Sometimes, the most humanizing thing we can do for oppressed folk is let them be
complicated.

Interpersonal

She’s a “girl” as the NRSVUE translates. Not a teenager. Not a woman gyrating and undulating for a room of
drunk men. She’s translated as a “girl,” and | choose to treat her as such since we don’t actually know her age
or the nature of her dance.

If she’s a “girl,” she was probably supposed to perhaps ask for sweet treats, a beach vacation, or a new dress,
not a violent political maneuver. Given Antipas’ surprise, she was probably supposed to have a child’s modesty
with no conception of what “half the kingdom” even meant - When you ask a child how much a house costs,
their answers are frequently below $100. Herod was likely prepared to have his servants conjure some
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method of dyeing a kitten magenta - what an endearing story for the partying officials to tell those who
dreamt of being invited! Little Salome wasn’t supposed to ask that Antipas behead the most prominent
prophet of the day.

The author inserting a presumed child into the center of the fabricated story allows us to consider how
children are positioned in relation to our adult aspirations and endeavors.We don’t meet the Markan
author’s sweet little Salome character as a self-determining agent who wants anything for herself. She’s
not informed of any elaborate scheme on JB’s life when she hurries out to dance for the crowd. She’s not
inclined to think on her own or prioritize her own desires. She’s just a “girl.”

Curiously, Mark seems to remove a child from the narrative that follows. Mark’s author doesn’t introduce
us to the boy who faithfully gives his food as an offering by which the many thousands (when you include
the entire family) are fed. Mark’s royal child is unsure of what to receive while the gospels’ commoner child
willingly gives all the community needs to subsist for more than a day.VVe don’t need each child character
to be a neat foil for the other to reflect on how our adult status impacts them. In both narratives, we notice
that children often don’t enjoy enough power to decide for themselves what role they play.

Our reading from the marginalized status of youth and young adults can invite us to reflect on how

they’re implicated in our own agendas and power dynamics. How much say do children have in designing
their communal worship experience? Do children have any influence over how we meet the needs of the
spiritually-grounded child? The Herodias character constructed by the Markan author is evil, in part, because
of her exploitation of a child to do her dirty work.A few chapters later, Mark heroizes Jesus by his demand
that the children come for blessings, and Jesus freely hands the kin-dom over to them with no strings
attached.What role does the child play in your story? How do we ensure that children are centered for the
right reasons, and not as pawns in our self-serving schemes!?

Sources

The Jewish Annotated New Testament
Fortress Commentary on the Bible: The Old Testament and the Apocrypha
Kristian A. Smith

Words for inspiration:
Check out the name-calling work of The Holy Smokes Movment and give them some

follows to replace those they may have lost. This is a majority Black community, so nonBlack
folks, please engage with respectful distance and don’t embarrass me <3
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Steve Bannon begins serving 4-month sentence in federal prison for defying congressional subpoena
ACLU alleges ‘disenfranchisement’ in lawsuit over Washington County mail-in ballot policy

Hello From the Middleman Economy

Live updates: Supreme Court rules Trump has presumptive criminal immunity for official acts
130,000 March in Tel Aviv to Demand Gaza Ceasefire, Prisoner Swap

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical communications strategist and spiri-
tual activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing cultures.
They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed publication.
She also serves as the associate director of communications for an
organization that supports organizing and advocacy for housing justice.
As a multispiritual worker, they love being immersed in cooperative
interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for those marginalized
within or beyond faith institutions. She’s also an amateur poet, nap-taker,
and time-bender. She resides in the stolen Powhatan lands now called
Richmond, VA. Follow her on Facebook and Twitter for more content

and updates!

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton. creaturely encounters and enjoy working
with stained glass.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
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