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TEXTS

July 21, 2024

2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23

Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

What links the texts this week?

God sees to the unity and shared living of Their people. God’s people can be joined by ethnicity and
cultural practices. God’s people can be joined by shared experiences of being scattered and gathered
back together. God’s people can be unified by a shared vision for liberated flourishing for all who can
hold the culture of liberation. This is the compassionate culture that cares for the livelihoods of the

sick and disabled. This is the inclusive culture that sees difference as divine and not detrimental. This
is the leaderful culture that doesn’t rely on tyranny or fascism for safety or progress. This is how we
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dwell with God in Her home. This is how we identify ourselves as Her children.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Abundance of care in our relationships,
Abundance of rest in our days,

Abundance of gentleness towards Mother Earth—
This is our desire, God of Enoughness!
Where the grind is glorified,

Where excess is exalted,

Where people dream of more land, more goods, more power—
We choose mutuality, Sharing God.

We choose a kind pace, Resting God.

We choose ordinary wonder, Content God.

We worship the Holy Enough we create together.

Opening Prayer


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing

Wise elders—human and more-than-human—teach us your ways of right relationship with the land!
Weavers, gardeners, caretakers, builders—teach us connection to our material surroundings. Redwood
Trees with your roots intertwined, teach us how to hold each other up.

Ants with your elaborate tunnels, teach us the beauty in organizing. May we express the Love of God in
our reverence for the Web of Life. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

“Our economy is our material relationship with each other and the world. Do we want that relationship
to be based on extraction and exploitation? Or do we want it to be based in reciprocity and care?” writes
economic anthropologist Jason Hickel.

Come, we are here to co-create an economy of reciprocity. Let us gather our offerings today.
Prayer of Dedication

And Jesus answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with who has none, and whoever has
food is to do likewise.” In the spirit of the Jesus tradition and all traditions who practice lovingkindness,
we dedicate our offerings, oh God. Grant us savviness in our distribution of material goods and joy in our
sharing. Amen.

Benediction
Go forth, shaking loose the lies of individualism

and easing into the ordinary abundance of mutuality.
Go with God, our Ground of Being.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  What kind of leadership have you experienced most often in the institutions closest to you? How can
you tell whether leadership scatters or gathers their flock, and how do you respond to each?

*  What local organizing efforts near you are doing the long-term work of gathering and building power
for scattered, targeted communities? How can local faith communities support their spiritual needs
best?

* How does your faith practice respond to people in each stage of renewal? Which of the stages could
use more support from your ministry leadership to prepare people for the discomfort of shedding?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic -The world today suffers from people who call themselves leaders, but function to confuse, distract
and disillusion the people they supposedly lead. In these times of turmoil, trusting in the Divine forces of
justice, kindness, care and responsibility becomes increasingly difficult. Concrete circumstances set themselves
up as tangible cracks in the idea of goodness. How can God be trusted when the unfaithful constantly gain
and misuse power? Perhaps in the longing of our hearts, there can be found a hope to cling to through times
that leave us drained.At the dawn of every new day, like dew, small beads of possibility gather to nourish our
longing.

I've grown to loath the future tense; my heart overflows and my ears bleed over the broken promises I've
witnessed.When God says She will gather Her flock back into their folds, it meets in bitter conflict with the
current state of affairs I’'m witnessing. | grow impatient for leaders to be held accountable and for justice to
finally reign.Where is God in the right now? Where is God in the present tense! Why is it that salvation always
seems to be on the other side of horrific suffering and needless pain? How long shall She wait for us to be
strong and brave before God finally intervenes?

Even as | give my emotions space to be as they will be, my mind is drawn to the significance of God speaking
in the future tense.This use of the future tense positions God with us within the struggle, within the aching for
liberation. In White Women’s Christ and Black Women’s Jesus, Jacquelyn Grant speaks on this, naming the Black
womanist experience of Jesus as a co-sufferer. Referring to this lineage, | believe we witness God within our
longing before we finally experience what we long for. God is not only a victor over death, but also the ache
within us as we experience death.

On the cross, Jesus cries out,“My God, why have you forsaken me?” And the same cries echo through us
in our suffering. Our hearts are filled only with the sound of screaming, too loud to hear the voice of God
pronouncing woe to the people and institutions that bring us to such desperation. So deeply caught in the
moment of wickedness that has been visited upon us, the voice of God is like a whisper lost to the wind.

Like sheep led to a slaughter, our voices are ignored. Experiencing desperation during the darkest moments of
the night, surely if anyone was hearing our voices they would intervene? At this moment, we are the scattered
flock and our God is the Shepherd standing in the midst of us in our scatteredness.

Structural -The past months have been full of organized resistance from the encampments in American

universities in solidarity with Palestinians to Indian trade unions refusing to be complicit with Israel’s

genocide. In Kenya, mobilization against a corrupt regime has invigorated bonds that can grow more deeply
into organized resistance.VWhen this passage speaks about the gathering together of the flock, it reminds me
that the structures we build and lend our resources to must be rooted in the flourishing of the people they
represent. They cannot remain in the space of response to oppression; they must become organized to address
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https://jacobin.com/2024/02/india-transport-worker-union-palestine-israel-weapons

systemic challenges.

The shepherds who destory and scatter the sheep may function overtly, but overwhelmingly, oppressive
structures embed themselves within the necessary frameworks of society. The evangelical church globally
can be seen to be one of these structures, insidiously functioning to muddy the theology of the faithful,
complicit with state violence and state capture of the institution of the church itself through patronage.
Classism is reinforced through the structural denial of social services to people in low-income areas as
much as it functions through overt displays of wealth-signalling. Oppressive structures have effectively
mastered the work of organizing as well as mobilizing.

While movements often gain momentum through mobilization, disability justice writer Rimu Bhu'l indicates
the difference between mobilization and organization, warning against the danger of leaving off resistance
at the mobilization level. VWhere oppressive structures have organized functions, resistance movements can
fizzle out before they have a chance to become organized, leaving vulnerable the impacted populations. It

is evident that anyone interested in the liberatory work of God within the Church should be invested in
community organizing.

In verse 4, God speaks to creating organized structures with “shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing.” Within this organization,
liberation and community are ingrained values.VWhenever the organization finds itself veering off course,
whether through breakdown in relationship or through regular accountability practices, it can be realigned
to match its values. At this point in time, it is vital to question the purpose of the institutions with which
we are affiliated. If their purpose is aligned with the flourishing of their members, it will be evident. If their
purpose is not aligned, it is necessary to divest and find community in more aligned institutions.

How can all of the flock be unafraid? This happens within structures where people’s needs are met and the
means by which to meet these needs are made accessible.This occurs in spaces where people are willing to
communicate their desires without fear.

How can all of the flock be accounted for? This is made possible through a structure of community where
each member is known.When people are invited to organize together, their wellbeing and shelter is among
the main concerns of the structure.The networks of communication are tended through robust practice of
kin-making.

The time has come for people to hold institutions accountable. From the response of these institutions, it
will become clear whether people are merely mobilized in reactive or reactionary models or organized, and
for what specific purpose.

Interpersonal - When God describes Her ideal for the flock, She paints a picture of a flock gathered
together in a fold, fruitful and multiplying. Suffering in scatteredness and wrapped up in the work of
determining whether the institutions we’re affiliated with are life-giving, it can seem as if we're stuck in the
pruning phase.The question simmers:What does it mean for God to be our righteousness or for us to be
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C6dsbIsLEF5/?igsh=d3NiOGM3b3h5bjlx

the righteousness of God?

In AWomen'’s Lectionary for the Whole Church,Wilda Gafney speaks on the idea of righteousness through her
commentary on 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away. Look!
Everything has become new! All of this is from God, who reconciled us to God through Christ, and

has given us the ministry of reconciliation. That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to God,

not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.We are
ambassadors for Christ while God appeals through us, we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Christ we might become
the righteousness of God.”

This passage in Jeremiah speaks on a Branch of David who will reign with justice and righteousness,
shepherds who will gather, rather than scatter. This points to Christ and Christ’s ambassadors. God has
already extended a covering of peace to Her children; now the labor becomes receiving it and donning it
boldly. To invite ourselves and one another into the space of reconciliation, into a space where we can’t help
but overflow with abundance, it floats before us as a mirage in the desert of the present moment. It requires
a soul-level renewal.

Renewal is fascinating, like a snake shedding its old skin.There are generally four main phases of a snake
shedding its skin, as | learned on the Moonbeaming podcast hosted by writer and artist Sarah Faith
Gottesdiener with her guest, gender doula Dr. Eli Lawlier. These phases are the retreat, going blue, going clear,
and the shed. Here are some insights from these phases that could aid in the journey of soul renewal.

Dr. Lawlier describes the retreat is a season where the snake seeks out safety and isolation. Once we
recognize the scatteredness within ourselves and our communities, where can we go to recuperate away
from the harmful effects of these experiences!?

Next comes going blue, which is when a snake looks dull. Are there areas of dullness due to the suffering
we've been experiencing? They do not have to be shunned.They must be held gently until they become
reinvigorated.

After the dullness, a clearness emerges.The old is ready to be released, but the temptation to hang on to it,
just because it looks alright, is ever-present.What last-ditch efforts and distractions are hindering us from
embracing the newness into which we have been invited? Sometimes, familiarity with chaos roots itself into
our ways of being with ourselves and one another. This makes us uneasy with the peace that arrives within us
when justice and righteousness reign.

Finally, the shed:it’s not always clean or simple. Dr. Lawlier shares that sometimes a shed leaves the old skin
attached to the new.The shed is a practice in intuition and faith, reconciling what has passed away and what
longs to emerge. Like a node on a tree turning into a new branch, the timing comes from that stillness that
allows the being to recognize its own capacity and collaborate with possibility.
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Words for inspiration:

“The Black Imagination has been a source of hope and healing at key moments of transition
in the history of the Western world, offering a vision of liberation that is expansive and
inclusive; an alternative to the destruction brought about by white supremacy.”

-Aisha Shillingford

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

CT advocates dismayed by SCOTUS homelessness decision
Not your average block party: ND project aims to inspire ‘active’ city planning
5 New Caledonia pro-independence leaders to remain in mainland France jails - Appeal Court

US has ‘undeniable complicity’ in Israel-Gaza war, ex-Biden admin. officials say

Women, children trapped at church in Sudan’s capital endure hunger, bombardment

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

When Grey Oletsa isn’t neck-deep in birth-work, they bring stories to
life through writing, music, film, fiber, and a sense of humor that
functions against all odds. They adore alternative music, good food you
have to dig into with your fingers, and learning weird new things from
Tumblr sh*tposts. Besides people-watching and participating in the
simulation, the Nairobi-based poet creates community through art.
For people who want to connect, my email jonoletsa@gmail.com or |G
@gracia.oletsa works just fine. And for people who want to support
my work, they can subscribe to my newsletter here, or directly via my
Paypal gronathana@gmail.com
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https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2023/08/29/black-imagination-murmurations
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2024-07-02/housing-homelessness/ct-advocates-dismayed-by-scotus-homelessness-decision/a91104-1
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2024-07-08/health/not-your-average-block-party-nd-project-aims-to-inspire-active-city-planning/a91175-1
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/521560/5-new-caledonia-pro-independence-leaders-to-remain-in-mainland-france-jails-appeal-court
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/07/03/former-us-officials-who-resigned-from-biden-admin-blast-president-for-backing-israel
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/07/03/women-children-trapped-at-church-in-sudan-s-capital-endure-hunger-bombardment

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and
a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.

com and on insta @mijbolton.
Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-
als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders
the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ] should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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