spiritual nourishment for collective liberation Qa

Anna: Hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast from enfleshed where we dive
deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish collective liberation.

[music fades in]

M: Hello, everyone. This is M, and I'm here with my colleagues and co-directors, Robert Monson
and Anna Blaedel. And we have been so looking forward to this episode for quite a while now.
Today, we are focusing on queerness. What does it mean? How does it show up in our lives?
What does it offer to collective liberation? We talked together a lot in June about shared and
different perspectives on queerness and what we mean when we use the word and what parts
of it we do and don't connect with.

And we really wanted to bring its complexities to the surface and refuse to go along with the
capitalist and whitewashed and cisnormative and individualist trends that really compromise the
power and potential of being queer together. So we're going to get into all of that and let
conversation flow freely between us. But first, I'm going to kick us off with this question. So
thinking outside of some of our normal territories of conversation and inspiration, which | would
say tends to lean towards sort of academics and writers, grassroots activists, political lineages
and spiritual communities. So outside of that realm, just to see what else might come up, where
or what or who is teaching you each about queerness right now?

Anna: Woo, I'm glad to be in this with you both. Robert, I'm inclined to let you go first, if you'd
like, or elase, | can open.

Robert: Sure. The first things that come to my mind when you ask that question are two totally
different things. But you all know me and the listeners who don't know me, welcome. The first
thing that comes to mind is a show that is a new show. It's called Supercell. And it is about all of
these black folks. It flips the narrative around sickle cell in black folks. I... | watching it, there was
something that was resonating and calling to me. And so when you ask what is, you know, what
is teaching me about queering, blurring the edges, expanding into the beauty of queerness,
Supercell is there to hold me. And then as a blerd, that... that's holding me. And then you all
know, Bishop Megan, the stallion is forever teaching me. So Bishop stallion is teaching me
about it. Yeah, what about you all?

M: | love that. Love it.



Anna: You're like redeeming bishopness.
M: | know, right?
Robert: It can also be apostle, whatever you would like.

Anna: Oh, | love that. | too came down to two different kind of sources and resources in daily
and sources of life, the way that there is wonder and mystery, the queerness of nature, the way
that avocado, avocado plants will change their sex multiple times throughout the day, the ways
that there is like so much queerness and transness in the natural world, and a wonder to behold
in it.

And then also kids, and particularly kids who have either not yet learned or who are managing
to already in young lives, resist the stories that that tamp down queerness and creativity that tell
them what their gender should look like or be like that take playfulness, the way that kids ask
questions and refuse easy answers and lean into creativity and a daydreaming and a sense of
play that that is also really important for survival and for thriving are two sources that | I'm
grateful for and mentored by.

Robert: | know that. | love that.
M: Beautiful. Yeah. Robert: And what about you?

M: Yeah. The thing that comes to mind for me is sort of the experience of uncertainty feels like a
queer teacher right now, thinking both in my own life and then for our lives right now and
thinking about sort of uncertainty as a queer process and the way that anything without a fixed
and certain results can become a lot of different things. And | feel like one of the gifts I'm feeling
of uncertainty is the like - the ability or the possibility of veering from patterns and norms that
actually are not allowing life to thrive. And that requires risk, which is what makes uncertainty
difficult, among other things. But also, yeah, just really interesting and meaningful in the ways
that it does. It opens - uncertainty opens in a very queer way. | am learning. Yeah.

Robert: Uncertainty. Oh, | love. Yeah. Come on, that's a poem friend. All right. Okay. I'm just
saying. um the Liturgy Library needs you. | am so curious with that uncertainty that we're talking
about even in this conversation around queerness, how would you all define queerness for the
sake of, you know, a launching pad for others listening? | know some of the conversations we
have offline, how we define it in all of these expansive ways. But if you were to take sexuality
out of it, | think we had that conversation recently, like if we just took that off the table, because
that creates unnecessary weaponized confusion where people like, well, | don't know if we were
to take sexuality out of the equation, how would y'all describe defined queerness?

Anna: | love that question and sitting with it. | hear Ibrahim Farajajé Ibrahim Abdurrahman
Farajajé is linking erotophobia to the root evils of phobias that manifest in colonialism and
anti-blackness. And so | love the ways that queerness emphasizes and that queers have



emphasized sex, sexuality, the erotic and pleasure. And | love the ways that in pushing back
against that, it expands it beyond the human and beyond just sexuality and gender. And for me,
| think when | think about queerness, honestly, | think salvation and kind of force of creativity, a
source of beauty, thinking about that politically too, the way that like disability justice talks about
beauty, always recognizing beauty the way indigenous wisdom and Robin Wall Kimmer, I'm
thinking about like the why is the world so beautiful as the motivating question behind kind of
living our lives. But for me, that way that queerness brings joy and playfulness and pleasure to
the center of political conversation, relational enactments, knowing that the stakes of joy and
pleasure and playfulness are life and death. So that's some of what | think of immediately with
queerness beyond sexuality. | like that. Force of liberation.

Robert: Come on, you're going to speak.

Anna: By which | mean salvation. Robert: Come on, preach, Anna: There There is no salvation
without liberation.

M: | love it. You could write a dissertation. Exactly.
Robert: Sounds like a dissertation.

Robert: And | also want to say before you answer, is like, | loved how you didn't negate sex,
sexuality in the erotic, right? Because | think sometimes when you try to be so expansive, we try
and think of this is more than, hey, but it's not listed, you know, and | love how that came
through. It's like, there's nothing bad here, right? Our bodies, our sensual bodies are not evil.
And so we're not trying to be so, you know, up there that we, oh, wait, no, the body is good. So |
love that thread throughout your answer.

Anna: But yeah. Obviously the Lorde's wisdom is like influencing everything. And yeah, in my
thought about that. Yeah.

M: And Anna means Audre Lorde.

Robert: Thank you for that. | knew, but somebody else. Not everybody is going to know. I'm M:
Right and they're like, oh, interesting turn.

Robert: They're like, okay, come on, bring in the Bible.
Anna: Meaning Sister Outsider.

M: No, | love, yeah, | love the question. And as you were saying, Robert, | like, | think one of
the things | love about the question is the way that | think for me, what I'm assuming is the like
celebration of the sexual aspect of queerness. And then also the frustration with the
individualized sort of condensing this larger reality to just the like what you do in the bedroom
and like not thinking collectively is a, you know, a big problem. And so it's like, | like the invitation



to hopefully remain rooted in the fact that like queerness is concretely materially connected to
sexuality and also what grows from there.

And | think for me, what's, you know, different things have really been... meant more to me in
different periods of time in life. And I've just really been appreciating the quote from the
anonymous pamphlet written in the 90s. "Queers read this" is the title.

And we talked about a little bit through enfleshed in June, but they just simply wrote "queer
means living differently." And like, | don't know - that can hold that can hold so many different
things, but | don't know that it needs to be more complex for me than that truth. Whether that is
the intentional political living outside of like what and how we're supposed to do a quote
unquote, depending on who we are in relationship to power, or if it's just the like tiny little natural
things that have been socially, you know, repressed in us because they're different. That whole
spectrum, | think, is what queerness is to me. Or at least a big part of it.

Robert: |, you know, as you were talking and unlocked this memory of about a month ago, | was
sitting with someone and, you know, they were on the journey to being affirming. And | have
problems with that language, but that for lack of a better way to explain it. So and | could see
the wrestle within and part of me had this like, condescending thing in my heart, but | had to like
pause because he was asking, essentially, you know, | want to support like | want to support
queer people, but | feel like it's a moral issue. And as | began to ask him questions, unlocking
that, like, which, which moral issue are we at? Um, yeah. He came to the end of himself pretty
quickly. That's one thing I'm good at with the two questions. He was like, you know, | don't know.

Robert: And he was like, don't people deserve to love one another? Right. And I'm just like,
yeah. There we are. But I've been sitting with bell hooks. I've been reading Sisters of the Yam. |
just finished and she talks about this reality of black people surviving all of these atrocities on
American soil and how that has disrupted the outworking of love and and expanse of love and
being able to see one another correctly to go past the bridges of normality, right, and loving one
another like slavery did a number on our capacity to love. So for me, queerness is love and it's
and it's an expanse and a representation, a representation of love manifest, right? And so when
| hear when some people are queer, they think of something that's so strange, so alien that |
cannot understand it. And for me, queer is love and it's this ability to love without borders, right?
Love in a way that's generative love in a way that seeks the highest good of your fellow human
being and the created order, right? And so it helps me to translate queerness into love because
of what we're talking about. Queerness only being connected to what people think of as
aberrant sexuality or what happens to the bedroom. And | have to defy that because no, it is
synonymous and it is engaging with a love ethic that | truly resonate with. And again, it's not less
than the erotic because | also have to just put that in there again.

Robert: Because, you know, like queerness has to do with the erotic, but it's not only that, right?
So yeah. Go ahead.



Anna: I'm thinking about the bell hooks line, "the necessary love being the necessary foundation
enabling us to survive the wars, the hardships, the sickness and the dying with our spirits
intact." And when you talk about that like ethic of love and rooting it in bell hooks, it also makes
me think about the ways like what love isn't and the ways that black feminist love ethic is
political, is collective, is rooted in survival and pleasure, and is a kind of love that roots
queerness for me that is not the like love is love of an individualized, often either white or
imbued with whiteness, a politic that is about the kind of privatized like what you do in your
bedroom claiming that everything is the same. And | don't just like - | don't want to lose like a
black feminist love ethic. | don't want to lose the ways that a queer love ethic, which to me goes
back to black feminist love ethic always entangled, really calls for a radical sort of love that does
like that is how we survive with our spirits intact. And it is yes about a feeling, but it's a practice
and it's a political practice and it asks us like to take risks and requires risks like for our own
spirits and for our collective spirits.

M: And sometimes that means having the sex you desire, like that is a part of the actualization
of living out our love ethics is also inclusive of having sex with whom and under what conditions
enable us to flourish. So just yeah.

Robert: It does. | think when you dive into love unrestrained, there is the beauty of even what
you just said, like when you dive into that ocean of love, and you are committed to that
communal care ethic that you're bringing in and in that radical commitment to loving and to do
no harm, right? That's part of it for me, but it's not for everybody. To do no harm, sex becomes a
part of that.

Again, it's not less than that. And | have to keep reiterating that because less respectability
politics shape the queer love ethic to the point where people are like, well, it's not even about
sex at all.

M: Inclusive of sex.

Robert: But when you're diving into that ocean of love, so many like a perspective changes
happens and what things are important, what things are not important, what things are good for
the body, what things are good for, you know, and it brings up the community, what things are
good for how we show up in this world because we are in that ocean, right? In my entrance into
that was womanist and black feminist because the way that they wrote on expansive love, |
said, wow, | know they're, you know, I'm a black man from Chicago. | knew there had to be more
to love than what | had experienced growing up, and that's not to knock Chicago, but that is,
that's honest about the 80s that | grew up, the 1980s that | grew up in, and where it was so
limited where, and | have to bring this up where young boys were taught at a young age, black
boys, not to accept physical affection from one another, not to even be appreciative of one
another. So we can't even get, you know, we can't get to liberation when | think of the atrocities
that were done to us where people would say no homo if they were just complimented another
boy and it was like, yo, we can't even get to the good stuff where we can't even receive just the
minimal aspects of being human, right?



Anna: So, you know, it makes me think about June Jordan talking about love being, like "making
love powerful" being the only way of surviving the devastating crafts of our species. And Robert,
when you dive into love unrestrained, also please write that poem.

| want to read it. And it left me wanting to reflect on with y'all something else that we have so
valued about our ongoing conversations. And that's like, what restrains queerness or how is
queerness restrained by its manifestations or by the ways we talk about queerness kind of,
right? Like what restrains queer liberation and in what ways is collective liberation constrained
or restrained by ways that queerness is thought is practiced?

Robert: Anna. And | love that you framed it in that way. We are honest here, right? We're in a,
you know, we're an honest circle. A queer ethic. Yeah, it's the white supremacy for me that
remains at, and this makes me so emotional and the way you phrased it just as pulling it out of
me, when white supremacy is allowed to sit at the table unchecked, it is the same. And this is a
very personal metaphor for me. It's allowing an abuser into the home. And so being told to just
recall, | mean, we'll get to it eventually, you know, we've read Robin D'Angelo, we read, sorry,
but we've read the stuff, we've read the good works.

Robert: So like, it's not that bad. But they across the table, it's sitting there. You know, the white
supremacy is asking for, you know, the peanuts to be passed around. And so for me, | think that
that so hinders me and shuts me down. You know, we, we talked about this and we even had
things on social media throughout Pride Month related to black lesbians who said that they don't
feel comfortable during Pride Month, right? They know that they're inherently not included in
this, this, this beautiful tapestry that we're talking about. And so for me, that is a sad reality that |
so many have to contend with that's just like sitting there, hindering us and hindering that queer
liberation because we know, and I'm sure it'll come up often, but like, when we think of queer
liberation is not disconnected from liberation that we are seeking in society, right? It's not its own
special, like, it's not like an extra, you know, extra credit course, you know, I'm like, if we could
get regular liberation, they get a side of queer liberation that would be magnifique.

No, it's like, what we're de-centering and popularizing is this notion again of love, but white
supremacy being at the table for lack of a better term is a killjoy. So I'll say that.

Robert: Which | think | know that was very sobering, but I'm in the conversation.

M: What is what is the point of talking about queerness if not talking about that? Like, to me, that
and that's how | feel. And | think that's what's coming up for me. | guess the shorthand that I'l
use for it is assimilation. And | know it's super complicated. | do, you know, value, recognize
respect that we're all trying to like survive under conditions of violence, and that we have to
navigate a lot of different complexities, especially differences in our identities and contexts that
shape all of that.



And. The thing that has happened where queer and trans people have been shaped so much by
outside forces, including white supremacy at the fore- But in the direction not of like, how do we
keep making community in our own strange little ways outside of these violent systems, but
instead have been channeled in a direction of, oh, please include us in all of it, including the
worst of the white supremacist violence. I'm thinking about the pink washing and Israel's
violence with the pride flags in front of the tanks, like it's something to be proud of - or our own
military. I'm thinking about the church, my own years, decade of, you know, focusing on this is
going to do so much good. And | was living complexities, like I'm not trying to oversimplify all
these things. They are complex. But the way that the center of what it means politically to be
queer has so become, "include us in all the things" without critical thinking of whether that's
actually going to save trans people from elimination, is going to free black people, queer and
trans and any person of any marginalized identity.

Like those aren't the questions that we've been asking. And so | feel, | just feel so sad and mad.
And, you know, every day that passes and we're looking at everything ahead. And it's like, but
we can't even say that collectively queerness has done much to - in the last decade and a half -
prevent the destruction. Yeah. Because it has so shifted to assimilation and it didn't have to be
that way. That's right.

Robert: And it's that lack of critical thinking that you put, you know, you put forth a second ago,
that lack of critical thinking does have implications for bodies, right? Like it's one thing if you
don't think critically and you just you kind of mess yourself over. No, your lack of critical thinking
and trying to assimilate has profound ramifications for a lot of people, you know, so trying to
collapse yourself into these boxes, thinking that liberation is here. Yeah. It's hindering all of us.
So yeah, yeah, thank you for that.

Robert: What do you think, Anna?

Anna: Appreciating what both of y'all have shared. And so just like in the same line, the ways |
think about all of the people who have offered their queer wisdom otherwise to that. And it's just
a matter of being like continuing to be radicalized by the wisdom that is queer wisdom, that is
collective liberation wisdom. | think about like Miss Major Griffin Gracie, who was right, like one
of the Stonewall combatants, as she calls herself, and talking about fighting the powers that be.

And that is any power structure, any whether it's corporate, relational, economic, political, that is
normative and that is working against collective flourishing. And the ways that like Cathy Cohen
and | remember opening my eyes to to queerness beyond identity and queer identity, but calling
for coalitions, including like punks, bull daggers and welfare queens. And she - encountering her
work early on in my queer life was part of the radicalizing that | needed, particularly as a white
queer, to keep not just intellectually linking my liberation to collective liberation, but feeling in my
bones the ways that if | am not, if my people aren't free, I'm not free. And | think about like
George Abraham, a Palestinian American queer poet who talks about making every pronoun a
free Palestine and thinking about like living queerness in solidarity with wherever the powers
that be are crushing the spirits and the life force and the breath of our beloveds.



Like that's where queerness needs to go and needs to tend. And if we're not doing that, like, |
don't want to claim it. If it's just about like me and me and mine in the most narrow way being
able to live and thrive or have legal rights, which again, I'm not diminishing like the survival
quality of what happens through like legislation, we see that and know that in our bones. But
like, how are our people doing and how do we keep broadening that so that anywhere that there
is someone who is being crushed by the powers that be like queerness is a force of
togetherness and of liberation and of survival there.

Robert: Y'all preaching real good. Sorry. Abby, Annie, y'all preaching real good on here. | and
you're kind of almost getting to this thought of like what do we mean and what do we envision by
liberation one and queer liberation, how that connects to has conversation with emboldened
collective liberation. And I'm thinking of a couple of things.

One, I'm thinking of, you know, how especially, I'll just say it this way, younger folks will get
happy at or will almost make the stake of the finish line. People are putting pronouns in their bio.
Yeah.

Anna: Right. Yeah. Yeah.

Robert: Is this the mountain that we're going to? Right. And so what do y'all envision? | think of
the conversation | was having with M last month, and we were talking about Juneteenth and
Pride Month and putting these in conversation with one another and how do we see Black
liberation?

How do you know? And so when y'all see liberation, what are some things along the way? And |
don't want to diminish, lest someone hear me incorrectly, I'm not saying pronouns are not
important. And I'm not saying being able to name oneself is not important. That's part of what
we're doing here. But if everyone has a land acknowledgement and he, him, and their bio and
their just as hate for as they were the day before, we have not arrived. That is not, that's not
what | am fighting for at all. And so what are we? Yeah, that's not the dream, but some people
are not able to articulate the dream. Hence, we're all still in chains. So what do y'all think?

Robert: Yes. And it doesn't have to be a complete vision. Y'all can have scraps on the way
there, right? I'm not as y'all solve all of society's problems right now. Give it to me. Three points.
Go.

Anna: We are crafting it as we go in all of this. Exactly. But | think there's a beauty in beginning
to draft it together and saying what | just said, that's not the, we're not landing there.

At all. So for a while now, for a number of years, I've been thinking about kind of liberation, my
own definition of liberation being survival with joy. That and so collective liberation, like we have
to have what we need to survive the conditions for survival in order to be free.



And we need so much more than just survival, than just the basic needs, but it has to be both
and. And | think about what that actually would look like and would feel like. And that's where |
do see glimpses of that. | encounter glimpses of that in my life. And encountering that like gives
me that foretaste of what could be. And | think about all of the rich lineages of abolition,
dreaming and visioning.

| think about and Harriet Tubman and Alexis Pauline Gumbs work with Harriet Tubman in like
queer survival, dreaming and declaring my people are free at the height of the fugitive slave
laws where she like literally had a dream and then worked to make that dream real, declaring
the impossible in the present tense and then living her life to make it so. And one of the things
that | often wish that | was going to say that sys had people and that's not entirely fair because
there's sys had people who get this and there are people who identify as queer who don't get
this, but the like the way that the joy that is in really hard work, the way that when we are
struggling together, including life and death struggles, that's part of how we love each other. And
there can be such incredible beauty and joy in that.

And when we're unwilling to take the risks, when we're unwilling to do the work, when we just
like let any individual privilege or power we have like keep us safe from doing that collective
work, we're also cutting ourselves off from an incredible source of like joy and a liveness that we
need in order to survive, let alone have joy.

Robert: | like that. | like that. 1 like it. I'm musing. What do you think, M?

M: I mean, | always have a little bit of a difficulty internally coming up with a way to answer this
and related questions because | just, | cannot think, imagine, feel through what something like a
phrase like queer liberation means as if it doesn't also necessarily mean liberation of the earth,
liberation of black people, liberation of women, liberation of the poor, liberation of everyone
immigrating and moving.

M: Disabled people, like the return of land, all of it. | don't know how actually to separate them
because they're not separated because they are the same people, the same beings that are
moving through these different communities, even if our individual experiences must also be
named and expressed in the different ways we are sharing in that world. But it does become
challenging then for me to try to make anything about.

Robert: One or the other.

M: Yes. And so which feels good and true, just also challenging to articulate. And because |
think, you know, essentially | want everyone to be free to flourish. | want that for all of life. That
is the goal for me and all of this. And when | think liberation, |, what | mean is free from all of the
oppressive systems, cultures, domination, like patterns internally and externally and hosted
through all these institutions spanning the globe to no longer have that power over life. And we
can call it whatever kinds of liberation because it is all the things. And | think all of these different



experiences of marginalization bring very particular investments, consequences, wisdoms,
values, perspectives. So I'm not trying to neutralize them. But they lead to a free life or not.

Robert: You remind me when you're talking, you remind me of, | reference this book a lot, so
y'all get used to it, black imagination, right? And they're trying to construct this world where you
feel safe, valued and loved in some of the responses were essentially what you said where
they're like, it's difficult. You know, it's difficult. Like some people have these long poetic things
and some people are like, this interlocking child, how are we getting there? So you remind me of
those ones musing in that way.

Right. And | think, and that's why | like the balance of this conversation. We need all of these
perspectives in order to get free. And so for me, how | would answer it is, | think of liberation in
two stages.

| don't differentiate them. And | love you bringing that up, of how they're interwoven. | think of it
in two stages, the first one being the freedom from oppression, which is largely what you talked
about, which is that is the work is just to get free from you beating our ass. Right. Like, like, but
for me, that is not liberation. That is step one, is just getting the chains off.

Right. And | always have to go back to my ancestors, getting the chains off was step one. What
we, you know, step two is this dreaming beyond that is, that has these queer elements that has
this expansive elements that you both are speaking to that life beyond is something that we're
constructing. And I, I'm a fantasy nerd. And | love world building because what it does is to
stretch. It strengthens that muscle because we don't even know how to live without the chains,
though. And that's why | think it is ambiguous. | think it is hard because we can't even really fully
imagine what life is like without the chains. Right.

Like, what people could love one another rightly without fear, where little kids could grow up
safe from harm, able to express their gender, express their being, express their, and all of the
multitude of ways that that feels like a science fiction movie. So that's step one, life beyond that
cheap lord. Help me.

Help me. Like I, that requires collaboration because together is the only way we can have the
bravery and the accountability to create that new thing. It truly would be a new heavens and a
new earth because we have never tasted that amount of freedom. We're just like, hey, could it
be legal for everyone to be here and be alive? Doesn't that just feel whack?

Robert: Like that's like, we have to do riots, protests to get there. We can't even get to step two,
the life beyond that, that world building that, that excites the hell out of me.

Anna: So | love how, uh, Robert, | love, | love what both of you are drawing attention to and the
way that then with a queer, queer temporality, it can't be like the one and then the other. We
can't wait until all of the first part.



Robert: Yeah, we'll never get there. Never. Anna: No, exactly. And because you are talking
about like, | love how now | hear the refrain of say, valued and loved in your voice, like anytime
I'm thinking about imagination or liberation because of, because of that, but it just like, we need
the both and, uh, in order to sustain the, both the fight for either and then to love, to live in love,
like to love life in this like tiny little blip of time that we are alive.

M: Um, yeah, like, it makes me think of the, um, you know, we have to practice on the way. Like
we can't, it's, we practice with each other. We know, like, what's this like? Let's try this. Let's, you
know, let's practice, um, another world, even if like it's for five minutes, but we did it, um, with
our chosen family or, you know, we did it, whatever, there's a million five ways we can do it over
and over. Um, yeah.

Robert: And that saddens me. Go ahead.

Anna: Just like Octavia Butler bringing those pieces together and talking about like, she asked
us to imagine out like, if things are how they are now, where will we be? Um, and how do we
practice into the present, like the future that we want, that we want and need, uh, in order to
survive to that future? And in order to change the present,

Robert: That makes me so sad because the practicing on the way just so resonates to me and,
and thank you for bringing Octavia Butler in it. | think it saddens me because | feel the ache for
that new creation. So like us talking about it actually brings that ache to the forefront for me
because | am intimately aware of us even having this conversation, how much our present day
does not reflect that future reality. And it hurts like it's almost why it is easier to stay numb
because that hope filled act, that truth driven quest that Catherine Keller talks about, um, is like
trying to get there almost aches when you have this hope that there, there is something beyond
oppression y'all.

Like we can barely even dream to get there, but I'm like, no, | refuse for my whole black life
under the sun to be based in resistance. Like | have to dream. | have to laugh. | have to make
love. | have to be hugged and, you know, and to hug like though | cannot, you know, we talk
about resistance a lot and, and that word is, is, is right when it's right. My life is not steeped in
resistance. | saw someone that was like reading comic books as resistance and | was like,
yeah. | got the X-Men comic book right here on the floor. I'm not reading that as resistance, but |
want to live in a world where | can read just to read. Right. Like | think of, | wrote a piece
recently of entitled, | do not dream of labor and thinking about this world beyond work and labor.

And | had some people in the comments that were mad. Like if we didn't work, how could we
even be happy? You know, who would even, what would we even do? And I'm thinking that is so
sad because you can't even get to step two of what we're talking about. Yeah, | could, | could be
real happy now working. | dream of that world often. Yeah.

M: Yeah. I, | love that. And you're making me think, Robert, about the like, the shift that | have
felt for myself in the last few years of like less orienting towards maybe some of these big global
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ideas of liberation, even as | obviously we're talking about, you know, | hold that truth too. But
when it comes to like where | find hope, it's not, it's not in that like all signs point to that is not the
direction we are currently headed, even though | think we could change that. But what | find the
hope in every day is the idea that more and more of us and not even not it needs to be mass
scale.

I am less about numbers than | have ever been because | understand that like building
community can be three people and a squirrel, you know, and a garden and like

Robert: a squirrel and a garden. Yes. Come on community.

M: Living differently. Living queerly can mean practicing that other world in the neighborhood.
And that is liberation. Yes, still held under systems of violence. But | want to dream more in the
like actually how can we materialize this now and not get fully oriented all of our resources, all of
our dreaming, all of our money, all of our time towards the huge big picture. | think I'm having
been coming to terms with what a resource suck. That is when we could be investing in each
other, you know, and doing it in small thinking. The power of small just feels really yeah, yeah,
that salvation can be tiny and mean everything. Yes. Yeah, M you're a preacher.

Anna: And | think like, | mean, Mariame Kaba talking about hope being a practice, not a belief,
right, like a practice and Robert you brought Catherine Keller in it, but yall know that's my
theologian!

Robert: the Anan: And talk about | mean, her her process thinking, right, like it's it is about
like, everything is indeterminate. We are we are creating our present as well as our future. We
are creating divinity divinity is creating us like we are we are manifesting what and who we are
and what our collective life is. And and thinking about like your that beautiful call into imagining
beyond labor and work. And | think about the times that | am laboring in love, even it when it
requires a lot from me, it is like there is joy in that kind of labor when it when it is like within for
what matters most and it it's out, it's like labor outside of capitalism outside of and it has rest and
it has care and it has beauty and it has like flourishing.

M: Well, | think some of it just to add on to that doesn't even... it isn't even labor, right? It's like,
when we for instance, live into queer family, and we de center the necessity of biological family
as the core of everything, that might be for some of us, not for everybody, but might be for some
of us, the most natural, freeing, authentic, coming home that we have ever known. And like,
that's not labor, but it's still living differently. And | think, like, you know, there are some of these
ways that like we have actually had to repress the thing that is the easiest because of the
domination systems and like the more free way it actually feels like that, you know, and yep,
that's not always that easy, but sometimes it is, and | feel like it's kind of buried in the talk of
change making. Yeah. Yeah.

Robert: I'll land us on that good segue you brought in just that the is the queer wisdom even that
is possible, right? Like even thinking of constructing family, right? Like, | think of so many who
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have taught me this is what family can be, right? It doesn't have to because my natural
biological family was it was a lot. So | needed someone to help me think beyond that the the
confines of the biological family unit, right?

The nuclear family that we worshiped America. But like, | just want to say one that we have to
do this again. We need a part two because | just feel so baptized into this this this love ethic and
thinking about this queer house of wisdom, queer collective liberation, collective liberation, like
all of these things dreaming beyond and practicing on the way. But | I'm thankful to do life with
y'all to think with you all and to do go work in the world. | truly am.

| don't say that lightly. You don't always enjoy where you work, but I'm glad | enjoy where | really
do. And | hope that that you all listening have strands of thought that you're pulling from this
conversation. And that you're able to work into your life in a meaningful way. But amen and
amen, y'all are awesome.

Anna: | so appreciate the like, and I'm aware of as we talk about family and in that appreciation,
what it's both labor and enjoyment, but like what what it means to then be in deep and

deepening honest and honesting like relationship with each other, right?

And that being such a powerful source of wisdom and such a powerful practice of queerness
and of hope. So | really appreciate being in that on the regular with both of you.

M: Yeah, practicing together. Yeah. Queer, queer blessings, y'all. Amen. Amen.

[music fades out]
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