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August 18, 2024

TEXTS

August 18, 2024

| Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Proverbs 9:1-6

Psalm I |

Psalm 34:9-14
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

What links the texts this week?

This weeks scriptures inspire us to deeply consider our own desires? Who benefits from the yearnings
of our heart? Wisdom is the understanding that fills bellies and serves the community. Through
Wisdom, we find abundance for which we praise our God.Through administrative and religious

shifts during the US election season, we ask for wisdom to make the decisions that an entire global
community to count on.We set aside our individual experience and preferences to consider how our
vices might come at others’ expense. In the Love of our Creator, we know a joy that is disciplined and
abundance that knows modesty. May our friendship with Wisdom prove our love for one another.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

Cosmic Wonder—nebula birth new stars,
auroras paint the night sky with vibrant watercolors
and, yet, we find ourselves stuck in our unimaginative ways.

The singularity tells us a story of infinite potential,
event horizons point to boundaries beyond black holes,
and, still, we believe the limiting lies sold to us by oppressors.

As meteors light up Earth’s atmosphere with space matter,
bring your Holy Possibility close, down to Earth.
Light up our hearts with Unfettered Love.

Become with us today.

Opening Prayer
Galactic Mystery—envisioning the Milky Way, we expand our imagination, refusing to settle for

narrow ways of living.We invite wonder to awaken in us possibilities.VWWe honor our bodies for the
stardust they are.We rest in the wholeness of the cosmos who holds us like a compassionate womb,


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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who says every wonderful part of us belongs. Majestic Hope, inspire in us queerer and more vibrant ways of
living—for the universe sings of your creativity! Amen.

Invitation to Offering

“l imagine a world where our pain is connected and our liberation is free. | imagine a world where peace is
the origin of our hearts.” writes singer and dancer, Tyler Kahlil Maxie, who is invested in queer Black joy.

We gather our offerings in this spirit, beloveds. Connecting our pain, that suffering might dissipate. Co-
creating a world where peace informs our actions. Come.

Prayer of Dedication

Undoing systems that are not born of peace, deconstructing structures that do not hold reverence for life,
out-imagining folks who deny our interdependence, we co-create the world to come. Accompany us,Wise
Creator. Infuse us with your creativity. Bless our offerings to our imaginations. Amen.

Benediction

If Nebula can birth new stars,

we, who are made of stardust, can co-create
wonderful, expansive ways of being!

Go with Universal Love,

who invites us into a galaxy of possibility.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How would your spiritual community be able to most easily recognize Divine Abundance? Does their
perspective lean heavily into a more material or more spiritual outlook?

* How does your tradition’s theology explain the difference between requests of God that are granted
versus denied? What sort of systems would emerge from this theology and what aspects may need to
be disrupted?

* In what ways does your spiritual community dream with one another? Who has the most access to rest
and dreaming and how can this be made more accessible?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).

Cosmic - As David’s reign comes to an end, a new season dawns on the Israelites. Following his pursuit and
conquest of various territories, David leaves his son Solomon atop the throne of a great kingdom.At this
point, God reveals herself to Solomon, inviting him to draw on the wealth of her resources. | Kings 3:10
indicates that Solomon’s request pleased Her. Unearthing the layers within Solomon’s request, there is a strong
possibility that God values situational awareness and hearts that are connected to the needs of the collective.
Exploring God’s assent to Solomon’s request, we can begin to glimpse the desire of Her heart to adequately
and perhaps, even abundantly, resource people who are intimately engaged with the world around them.

One of my favorite theologians, due to the radical nature of the practice of his faith, is Dietrich Bonhoeffer. As
an anti-Nazi dissident and a white man who actively learned from and cited the Harlem Renaissance as part
of his spiritual journey of maturity, Bonhoeffer stands out to me as someone who was deeply connected to
the historical context of his life. In a letter to his fiancee, during the imprisonment that would see the German
government execute him as an insurgent, Bonhoeffer says, speaking on faith,“l don’t mean the faith that flees
the world, but the faith that endures in the world and loves and remains true to that world in spite of all the
hardships it brings us. Our marriage must be a ‘yes’ to God’s earth. It must strengthen our resolve to do and
accomplish something on earth.”

Before Solomon makes his request for wisdom, he contextualizes his life within the love that God had shown
David. Solomon understands that, in the isolation from Divine Love, nothing and no one can flourish. Solomon
grasps the full responsibility that now rests on his shoulders as king: he is resolute and firmly planted on the
earth. Beyond this, he recognizes that quality leadership flows from a deep willingness to honor humanity and
the ability to parse the nuance of complex situations.

In my perspective, Solomon offers too much graciousness to his murderous and relationally violent father,
but perhaps it is through observing his father that Solomon has come to understand that violence, be it
militarized or economic, is an unsustainable strategy for governing people who have entrusted you with such
a responsibility. He has no delusions of grandeur either that he will actually be able to do so successfully. Thus
God smiles on his request.

She recognizes what Solomon does not ask for: riches, long life, or revenge on his enemies. God notices within
Solomon a value and a spiritually rooted focus on the care of the people who have been entrusted to him.
She honors this and the gift God gives is abundant: She endows Solomon with a wisdom that she describes as
singular in history.And beyond that, God also grants the riches as well as honor, promising long life if Solomon
remains faithful to her commandments.

From this interaction, it can be said that an orientation towards life and practices of community that support
life bring pleasure to God. It is evident even within us as image-bearers that when a system is generative, it
brings peace and pleasure both in giving and receiving. Further, it can be understood that God’s gifts flow in
abundance to people who are invested in the establishment of these systems. For people on earth at this
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time in history, abundance is determined as financial riches, but if we can reorient ourselves to God’s
perspective, we can offer a ‘yes’ to the abundance available to us right where we are.

Structural - Unfortunately, Solomon was a beneficiary of patriarchal violence and this is a lineage he
chooses to honor. Closely observing the life of Solomon, it is evident that he was born into privilege.While
Solomon’s request was rooted in a resonance with the collective need for nonviolent leadership and a
collaborative (power with, not power over) relational logic, Solomon’s capacity to boldly verbalize his needs
was informed by his position of privilege. People born into privilege aren’t shy about asking for what they
need because institutionalized poverty has not made its mark on their material situations. Scarcity is not

a word in their vocabulary. For people in the working class, the awareness of systemic oppression can be
obstructed by the immediate experience of poverty and its scarcity logic. If we and our communities seek
to engage with Divine abundance, it is necessary that we first address the systemic barriers which prevent
that engagement.VWe must begin to tell the truth.

Truth-telling is a radical practice that begins to dismantle oppressive structures as it invites us into curiosity,
into generative conflict, and into collaboration with one another. As the son of a victorious conqueror,
Solomon benefitted from the labor and extracted riches amassed by his father.Yet Solomon chooses
hagiography to describe his father and describes him as a saint. Solomon, drawing on the patriarchal
tradition within which he has been raised and benefitted from, exercises a version of naming of reality

that is very similar to trad truth-making as defined by researcher Alexandra Deem in her paper, “Feminine,
Not Feminist”. This form of naming decides on a “simple” set of values and then paints everything within

its reach with the broad brush of said values.When Solomon names David as God’s faithful, righteous, and
upright servant, he chooses to explain away the factors of patriarchal violence that made David great in that
society.

In order to work around the reality of his father’s violence, Solomon frames it within a logic that champions
the efficacy of patriarchal violence. It resonates with the sentiments of the self-proclaimed trad-wives
Alexandra Deem interviews for her research when they say things like,“Over the course of human history
there are certain values that are just true, and truth is there no matter what culture changes or no matter
what historical events happen, no matter what religion you believe.” Where tradwives weave in right-wing
politics to everyday life hacks, Solomon weaves patriarchal violence into his understanding of God: this is
oppressive truth-making. If oppressive structures are to be dismantled, then the experiences and realities of
the oppressed must be centered via the telling of the truth.

Solomon’s own mother, Bathsheba, was a survivor of David’s relational violence. s it possible that, for her,
the only way she could imagine interfacing with Divine abundance was in the form of mothering a son who
would one day be king? If Solomon could hope to be a wise king because of the throne he’d inherited, by
what logic would Bathsheba’s request of abundance be informed? The poet Lucille Clifton points to the
pushback that the oppressed receive when they tell the truth in her poem,“why some people be mad at
me sometimes.”
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they ask me to remember

but they want me to remember
their memories

and i keep on remembering
mine

If God had visited Bathsheba instead of Solomon that night, what would Bathsheba’s request have been? As

a survivor of rape, perhaps her request would have been justifiably directed towards the people who had
enabled David, focused on her own personal justice. Systems of oppression are capacity-stealers; they prevent
people from accessing platforms where they can tell the truth about their suffering. Systems of oppression
also rob the oppressed of systemic awareness, such that the only solutions which avail themselves to the
oppressed are those which leave the core structure of oppression itself untouched.

Interpersonal - The first portion of this reading speaks to the succession of Solomon to the throne. It
says that by the time Solomon took the throne, his kingdom was established. These few verses in | Kings 2
could be interpreted as the symbolic initiation into ancestral work and embracing the landscape of existence
in our personal lineages.

Often, we remain stuck in a space of not wanting to disturb the sacred things of the ones who came before
us. Or perhaps, we're only too eager to begin fixing the mistakes we perceive, sometimes with a subconscious
need to prove ourselves more proficient in the work of tending. Perhaps it is in the stillness of dreaming that
we begin to grasp the reality of the work to which we should tend and the ways in which our involvement is
meant to be unique, untethered to an internalized sense of external expectations.

Solomon finds himself in a conversation with the Divine in his dreams. She asks him,What should | give

you? Much of the messaging received by Black people, Indigenous people, and other people of color is the
idea that their lives are meant for the fulfillment of external desires. In his book, Ritual, Malidoma Somé
speaks on the honor given to children within the Dagara culture as a vital part of the continuation of the
community, not only biologically, but spiritually. Colonially, children in general are often used as vessels for the
unmet needs of their parents, their agency denied. So when God asks a (contestably) young Solomon about
his desires, She flips the logic that often plays out in the lives of children. God invites Solomon to become
reacquainted with his desires.

At different points in our lives, each of us enters into a space where the Divine invites us into collaboration.
The way society is currently shaped, oppressive structures leave little time to the marginalized for dreaming
or even understanding what their bond is to everyone around them. Many people wake up in the morning
worried about putting food on the table, praying that they will be able to make ends meet to afford a roof
over their heads. For the spiritually inclined, it can feel as if the demands of everyday life stand in the way of
honoring ancestral connections.

The space for dreaming, for engaging with responsibility, for confidently asking the Divine for support in our
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life mission, can only be facilitated when we can afford to rest. Solomon had space to grieve and space to
embrace his new role; oppressive structures like consumerism prevent us from seeking rest right where
we are because we're stuck trying to connect our humanity to material goods. They sabotage our ability to
connect with our desires.

The Nap Ministry on Instagram is often the target of disparaging comments, tagging rest practices as
unrealistic and out of touch. Could it be possible that the act of rest itself is the only way to reframing rest
as realistic or paving a clear path to what “actually” feels like connection to our ancestors and their life-
giving practices!?

Words for inspiration:

Harriet Tubman (who had dreams showing her the routes for the underground railroad)
accounted for her calmness when emancipation was proclaimed in 1863 by explaining that
she had already done her celebrating three years earlier. One morning in 1860, the unerring
conductress had arisen singing,

....My people are free! My people are free!” She came down to breakfast singing the words
in sort of ecstasy. She could not eat.The dream or vision filled her whole soul, and physical

needs were forgotten.

-From Anthony Shafton’s,“African Americans and Predictive Dreams”

© 2023 enfleshed



https://asdreams.org/magazine/articles/african_prediction_dreams.htm

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Utah Bans |13 Books From Public Schools Statewide

UK Labour MP Says Right-Wing Politicians, Media Fueled Xenophobic Mob Attacks

Utility chief in north Florida sentenced to 4 years in prison for privatization scheme

Carbon Monoxide Poisonings After Hurricane Beryl Are the Highest Since Texas Winter Storm

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought

partners]

Commentaries Author

Liturgy Author

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between body,
mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so feel free
to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you can eat
with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her until
they’re put to good use.”

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary.
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the
United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”.
Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and
hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in
the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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