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TEXTS

October 6, 2024

Job I:1,2:1-10

Psalm 26

Genesis 2:18-24

Psalm 8

Hebrews |:1-4,2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

What links the texts this week?

The incomparable majesty and power of the Divine is expressed alongside this sense that our righteous-
ness will never earn us ease.We do not know how God, in exceeding glory, allows the blameless to
suffer - labor exploitation, infirmity, confinement, genocide.We cry out to Almighty to collaborate on our
flourishing, and we sometimes find something other than omnipotence. God cries with us,and we look
to one another for comfort, for mutual aid.We can feel that it is not good for us to be alone. Kinship
community eases our struggles and helps us know the ironic power of God bearing witness to our pain.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship

What names might the flora and fauna
have for us in the languages they speak?
How might the crow sing of us to her sister?

The Relational God beckons us not towards hierarchy

not towards categories separating us from them

but towards Mystery; towards Belonging;

towards sacred, mystifying, reverent Interdependence.

What names might the mushrooms call you?
How about the inchworm, the olive tree,
the fawn with her shining eyes?

Opening Prayer

Oh, the lies that systems of violence tell! They want us enemies, fractured, stuck in a loop of separation. But,
oh, oh, how we belong to one another!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing
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We rage at the cruel loss of each Palestinian life! We will mourn, too, the wiped-out Chestnut Trees

of Turtle Island! And the meadowlark chorus growing quieter each year.These are our siblings! Our
beloveds!...and yet...and still... and we must hold beauty and sorrow together. Dance because joy is our
defiance. Make art because there is art to be made. Raise children because there are children to raise.

God of intimacy, God of grief, God of stubborn, stubborn hope—commune with us.Weave us together.
Keep our hearts tender towards loss and our spirits united towards collective liberation. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Who do we call bone of our bone? Who is the flesh of our flesh? Do we not belong to each other? Each
of us stardust and clay.All of us from the womb of One Great Mother. Every species, one point of energy
before the universe began.We gather our offerings because we are woven together in the mystery of life.

Prayer of Dedication

Cosmic Mystery,Wellspring of Love—may our gathered resources and shared efforts echo beyond our
imaginations. May they be blessed towards the flourishing of all beings everywhere.

Benediction

Go forth with such gentleness that you hear the moss calling you friend.
For the Love of God vibrates through all things.

And as fish belong to the river,

we belong to each other.

Go forth in Steadfast Compassion

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How do different emphases on the Creation story change how you see the Divine! Would you interact
with Them differently?

e Based on your interactions with the non-human world, what do you think they would call you? How
Y Y Y i
can you join with community to improve non-humans’ regard of our species.

*  Who does your spiritual community treat as shared flesh? How can that solidarity be expanded to
include those even further from you and your experiences?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by M Jade Kaiser (they/them).

Check out the footnote at the bottom of this essay from a 2018 Issue of Liturgy that Matters on this text to note why |
avoid referencing the first human as “a man.”

Cosmic — All cultures have creation myths of some kind upon which they draw as a way to orient to past,
present, and future, humanity, animal, purpose, and place. Even the staunchest of anti-myth, anti-mystery, anti-
mystical “modern” perspectives sheltered by facts and numbers will be found out as... a myth! Still, a story told
about the world - who and how it / we / everything came into being. Based on worldviews - hidden behind
claims of ‘objectivity’ they may be. (‘Objectivity’ in science, law, journalism - anything - is a lie of Enlightenment-
era claims.) It’s its own colonizing act what dominant culture has done to disrespect the role of myth, ironically,
in and through Christianities.

The mini-myths of our own individual lives and families, held and entangled in the larger stories of any
collective ‘us, reveal just how shaped we are in daily, ordinary ways by the stories we tell or inherit or choose
to re-write about our beginnings. Consider just one way your own life has unfolded through the ‘myth’ of your
own intimate beginning - stories of ‘you’ from childhood caretakers. Beautiful or cruel or a mix, who you are
has been shaped by the storying of you - yours and other’s - as much as it has your actual experience.“You
were loved since the day you were born.” “You’ve always had a big mouth.” “Even in the womb, you were a
trouble-maker.”

Creation myths matter. How we tell the story of our origins shapes pasts, presents, futures.And much of
Christianity has sure got a tricky one. Especially now. Not only has this Genesis creation myth been so twisted
by dominance that many refuse to recognize it as a myth (as if myths are somehow unworthy of holding
modern divinity), but the dominant version of the Christian creation story has been told in ways that reinforce
hierarchy of gender, sexuality, race, and species. In this essay, | want to try to turn attention away from that
reading and notice what else we might discover about the god of this origin story.And if we claim it, the god of
our origin story. Our beginnings. Our purpose(s).

What is here that hasn’t been emphasized? What still lives in between the lines of the story told by a
dominating Christianity, dominating planet and people? What might we notice now that can shape our origin
story differently? Which shapes our present and future differently...

| notice a god who:

* Recognizes relationality as core to who we are - “it is not good that the earth-creature should be alone”
(And, one could surmise, the god here - relational as They are - created the earth-creature because They,
too, were lonely without relationality.) This opens room for theology of a God who grieves the loneliness
epidemic, who wishes to restore connection across generations, who despises what capitalism has done to
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isolate our struggles.We are made in and for relation.

* Creates out of the soil of the earth. In the prior vs 7, we remember God made the human from the
soil - thus, “earth-creature.”' And in our text, we see more clay-formation. This god breathes life into the
material world. Our material world. Our earth. Our dirt. Divinity is not set apart from material earth. It
is inseparably woven in. On purpose. Not only later - but from the very start. Of everything.The divine
breath moves through lungs to tree limbs to bird wings to hurricanes.There is no parsing out ‘god’ from
‘material life’

* Had the instinct to make non-human animals first, in relation to the challenge of human partnership.
Inherently in this creation myth is a god that deeply values cross-species bonds.VWWho makes decisions
through a lens of collaboration with us and other life forms - and between us and other life forms.

* Made all life forms from the same ‘stuff’ - ‘the ground’ We all belong to God and soil. The God of this
story makes it so.

These are some of the things | notice that don’t get emphasized about our Creator. But they do have the
potential to shape our future differently by telling differently the story of our past.What do you notice?

Structural - Humans ‘naming’ animals. One might suggest it’s a neutral thing, on its own. It becomes
posture-dependent. Why, the naming!?

Are we imagining that sweet, relational naming that comes after you'’ve lived a few years with another
creature and start coming up with silly, special nicknames that function like a little pressure-valve release
without which you risk utterly exploding from inside out with love for them? Naming like that?

Or are we talking naming like the kind that’s used in scientific taxonomy - that has its value but also its
vulnerabilities - drawing hard and fast boundaries where the material world doesn’t want them. Measuring,
marking, and making declarations from a distance, not relationally but adamantly without feeling. For
‘knowledge. Or are we talking the common naming of animals, too many of which still perpetuate racism?
Or the kind of naming that distances us from the animal behind the name so we can bear the systemic
horrors of factory farming? Beef. Ham. Poultry. And oh, we must consider too, which humans of which race

| on‘earth creature’ language:

“Carden notes that the Hebrew word for Adam was Adamah or earth-creature which invites a reading of the
first human as pre- or beyond or before gender, only becoming man and woman once there were two. [Not
gender opposites, just gender differentiation.] Choices of translation and interpretation have come with devastat-
ing results but do not fully represent the actual text’s creativity. This ‘earth-creature’ translation shifts significantly
not only our potential readings for a more expansive understanding of bodies and gender but also challenges

the man/ woman hierarchy often read into the text. Some Jewish traditions also read the story as the first earth
creature who was separated into two separate creatures, men and women. They suggest that for either to be-
come whole again, they must be in relationship - the man having to give up his gender privilege to find his whole
self. Those who are intersex or nonbinary can find themselves in the original earth-creature that was before the

separation into man and woman.*
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for which reasons, are doing this naming? White Christian humans in particular have a gruesome history of
cutting Black, Indigenous, Muslim, and others out of full humanity altogether, particularly through animal-
related terms and association.

What is the posture of the text - and more importantly, your community’s interpretation?

In a video clip, Jane Goodall shared of being alone in the forest when “a beautiful fly” - a type she had never
seen before - settled on her knee. She had the immediate impulse to name “that is a fly.” She says,“as soon as
it became ‘a fly, you take away from the magic.We can’t help it - that’s how we’re brought up. Everything has
to have a name. But | tried in that moment to think of it as a being, a part of this natural beautiful tapestry of
life. It's one connected whole - the wilderness and me.”

| think about the ways that English language inherently denies personhood to flora, fauna, and fungus.
Everything is an “it” - as if there is no life there. (I try to defer to singular ‘they’ with most creatures, myself,
thrilled to share a pronoun with them.) But the refusal to recognize life as life in all its material forms runs
deep in colonizing cultures. Not so, in many Indigenous languages. Robin Wall Kimmerer writes,

“In Potawatomi...we have the linguistic structure to speak of the living world as if it were alive, as if it
was a person, as if it were our family - because in our way of thinking, it is...It’s so interesting that in
English that has supported this - let’s be honest- in many cases a pretty exploitive way of thinking about
the Earth, as if it was just stuff, as if it was just a commodity- well that’s what our language let’s us do. It
only lets us speak of water as if it was it, not as if it was a who.”

| wonder through this text what the other animals would name us humans, had they had the chance.And
then | catch myself, wondering what on earth would leave me to believe they don’t already have names for
us. If we knew those names, | wonder how it would or wouldn’t change us and our relationship to them and
ourselves.

And there is, of course, no truly righting our relationships with non-human animals without also righting our
relationship with land and fellow humans.As Antoinette Burton says,“You can’t disentangle white supremacy
from species supremacy.” And vice versa.

Ethnologue lists 193 of the 197 living languages in the United States as endangered. By ‘endangered’ they
mean “no longer the norm that children learn and use this language.” 49 others are already ‘extinct’

Language shapes worlds - how we live and relate in them - consciously and not.White Christian settlers
played an immense role in the theft of languages from this land. And in reinforcing English supremacy - tying
this language to God.

There is much here in this text... And how we interpret it... How we imagine it. It says a lot about how we
orient our own posture toward animals and people and land today.Vhat language does this human speak?

Is there personhood in those names!? Is that language born of a place and relation, or is it required from on
high? And what of God, in all this?
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Inter/personal - | chuckle at myself for liking this text so much.There’s not much here for me,
personally, in some ways and readings. I'm not cisgender nor heterosexual, and the dominant interpretations
assume these two are. I’'m divorced and polyamorous and resist the finality - for my own life - of any
singular, sole, relational attachment. | find some of my best company and help and belonging among non-
human life. | like solitude a whole lot. And | have no prior nuclear family bonds to ‘uncling’ from in order to
‘cling to another’

What can be here for me? | ask ‘out loud’ because | know how few individuals and families in the pews
might silently wonder for this reason or that, where or how to find themselves or their loved ones or kids
or parents or next-door neighbor in this story of our beginnings.

Still, | have a real love for the line ‘bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh’ specifically thanks to Dr. Cindy Rigby
who taught me to understand it as a story of connecting in sameness and difference, pointing to the desire
we hold for deep connection with likeness, or a similar-ness, or a shared-ness - specifically in and through
and across and in love of - difference.We can understand gender here, to be a placeholder for the fact

of any difference between two lives. Two humans - they are not the same people. Blessed be, that means
there is distinction. Things to learn and observe and admire and be annoyed by! But still, something was
deep kin between them.And the irony of this metaphor is that the bone and the flesh - they are actually
MOST immediately shared biologically with the parents they leave in order to cling to this ‘other’ And more
broadly, all that bone, all that flesh - they are ultimately shared soil, shared substance, with all life as the
story has told us. In the best of ways, the poetry of it all distracts us from such facts and we feel the elation
of the connection between these two.A connection that loosens cherished prior bonds [of whatever
kind!] and lures toward something else altogether.

We are culturally most accustomed to this being a ‘soul mate’ kind of situation. And dominant Christianity
has all the reason in the world to reify in this story a monogamous cishetero celebration of the nuclear
family as the end-all be-all of god-endorsed relating. But now, my friends, is a time for telling a different
story. One that asks us to sit honestly with the question of how we decide who is “bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh” in these days and times.And yes, we need it, still - over and over - to be preached in
churches that there is room here for all manner of romantic love and identities. But | want us to press
deeper. Beyond a ‘love is love’ that keeps everything else intact.

The day after this Sunday will be Oct 7th. One year of [new and not new] utter devastation of life.
“Relentless bombing” marks the headlines yet again, as | write these words. Palestinians in Gaza and the
West Bank have been living and dying under conditions | am still finding it impossible to fully integrate, but
call upon me every day. Over the course of this year, my flesh and bones have changed. | am not the same.
Bonds have been loosed and bonds have been made. | am holding tight to everything and everyone that
finds in each other this truth of Genesis 2:it is not merely the biological flesh and bones that inherently
blur the lines between my life and another. It is a choosing. With whom and why do we become of shared
flesh? So in synch with each other’s lives that there is no way to think of mine alone and yours alone any
longer? Everything - every system, every politician, every relationship, every theology - that asks me to
sacrifice another life - flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone - | must leave.And to all that perceives and
© 2024 enfleshed
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celebrates their own flesh in mine and vice versa, | will cling.

Who is your kin? How do you decide! How do you know? How do you practice the kinship you wish to

offer - and to whom, and for what?

Sources

Carden, Michael.“Genesis.” The Queer Bible Commentary. ED Deryn Guest, Robert Goss, Mona West, and
Thomas Bohache. London: SCM Press, 2006.

Kimmerer, Robin.“Animacy, resiliency, reciprocity.” October 6,2017. https://kateconklin.com/blog/anima-
cy-resiliency-reciprocity-robin-wall-kimmerer/

Words for inspiration:

Read another creation myth and consider what is shared and different from Christian creation myths in how
the story orients people to the world, divinity, and each other.

You can find a list of stories at this Wikipedia page.

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Israel demolishes another Palestinian home, in Jericho

Protests in Tunisia against ‘rigged’ presidential election

On The Killing of Gaza: Reports on a Catastrophe

The new measure bans all plastic shopping bags in California starting in 2026.

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be included in
the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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