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Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15
Amos 5:6-7, [0-15
Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

What links the texts this week?

If a king did author the psalms, then we’ll notice a trend where scripture offers the most hope to
those with the least, and surfaces the most sorrow amongst those who have the most to lose. Our
discipleship depends on our response to poverty.Whether we tolerate poverty determines whether
paradise can tolerate us. Beloved kinship awaits us if we can treat all of our earlthy companions

as bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh.As we draw near to God, we are drawing near to one
another’s struggles, refusing to hold onto what could help someone else. Refusing to preserve our
comforts at the cost of others’ lives. Only together can we help Justice prevail.

ORDER OF WO RSH | P (click here for a text version of the liturgy)
Call to Worship
How do we enter the Kin-dom of God?

For those hoarding resources—

the gate is like the eye of a needle to a camel.

For those exploiting bodies and lands for wealth—
the gate is all but closed.

How do we enter the Kin-dom of God?

Giving ourselves to the flow of reciprocity—

the gate is wide.

Returning what has been stolen to caregivers and tenders—
the gate swings open.

The Kin-dom of God is at hand
for those who love Interdependence!
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Come, let us sing of our collective liberation—
God, our Kkin, is waiting.

Opening Prayer

Less policing each other. More shared dreams. Less doom-scrolling. More treating neighbors like family. Less
getting caught up in what we can’t do. More inviting people over for soup, even when our apartment is
messy. Fewer refrains of resignation. More knowing the names of the birds who lived in the neighborhood.

Creative Caregiver—when systems of harm pull us into despair and isolation, meet us with your
Connecting Love in the day to day.That we may be bread and life for one another.That we may unfurl the
ordinary, wonderful Kin-dom of God.

Invitation to Offering

Us poor folks haven’t got a chance / Unless we organize / Which side are you on? / Which side are you
on?—Lyrics written by Kentucky activist Florence Reece in 1930, echoing true today, demand we choose
a side. Jesus was clear. He chooses the side of the oppressed. Gathering our shared resources, we do the
same.

Prayer of Dedication

God who Chooses a Side and Devotes Herself to it—bless us with your savviness, steady us with your
courage, fortify us with your purposeful song. Dissolve every system of harm that stands in the way of
beloveds getting what they need. Bless our offerings to the shared strength and resources we have together.
Amen.

Benediction
Wide the gate,
expansive the Kin-dom,
determined our actions

towards our shared freedom.

Go with God. Her Kin-dom awaits.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* How does your faith community consider or discuss obedience within spiritual practice? How does this
attitude towards rules, laws, and doctrine influence the culture of your group?

* How does your tradition reconcile the radical nature of Jesus’ asks to his disciples with today’s much less
drastic practice of Christianity? What unexpected choices might today’s Christ-followers make?

*  When have you noticed yourself or other faith leaders adjusting to prevent people from getting upset?
What benefits and drawbacks did you notice?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Casey Overton (she/they).

Cosmic -You see, obedience is simple. The disciples just up and left everything behind in a moment’s notice.
They didn’t settle any affairs or talk to their families or say goodbye to their kids (it’s funny how we don’t care
whether any of them had kids). They just dropped their nets never to be seen again. Simple, right.We have
examples throughout scripture of God telling someone to do something that makes not a crumb of rational
sense whatsoever, and they just...obey.

So a lot of us who don’t find sympathy for this wealthy character are a little sanctimonious in our analysis of
the scenario. If Christ Almighty Son of God, my personal Lord and Savior told me the skeleton key to entering
God’s kin-dom... we all like to think we’d get moving before he finished his sentence.We're the ones yelling
“BRO, JUST DO IT!” into the narrative because why believe in Jesus if you don’t intend to obey him?

But Trust Fund Timmy didn’t actually have a big problem with obedience, though. Of the little we know about
him, we know he’s followed the law down to the letter. Commandments love to see him coming because he’s
got an undefeated record. His confidence is well-earned even if his wealth isn’t, and he’s ready to beat the final
boss of obedience to win the treasured “well done.” Jesus thought this was cute, and, like the troll he is, puts
him to the test.

Here’s what frustrates me, Million Dollar Baby seems to get the same call as every other disciple.| don’t know
what he heard about Jesus’ ministry, but it seems like it wasn’t much because Jesus doesn’t travel with owners
and executives. He doesn’t preach to presidents with private jets.The ministry doesn’t center moguls. Richie
Rich was so excited to see Jesus, yet lost the entire plot of the Gospel. Commentators in the Jewish Annotated
New Testament notice a similar gap and dispute his flawless adherence to the law saying,

“The commandments here are from the second half of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20.1-17), those
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concerning relations among people, but the man’s performance of deeds for others has fallen short of
the care of the poor (cf. Deut 24.17-22; Am 2.6 and many other passages in the Hebrew Bible; 2 Cor
8,9; Jas 2.1-7;Acts 2.43—47;4.32-5.11).”

All of our scriptures that exalt God’s commandments and precepts and laws can convey that God only
cares about obedience for obedience’s sake, and this may be how many viewed it. Jesus upsets what could
become a hierarchy born out of the legality olympics and, perhaps more importantly, the resource olympics
(hunger games).The kin-dom of God actually isn’t for who can follow the law best and demonstrate
devotion through dogma. It’s for people who can’t stand to see someone go without. It’s for people who
won’t be selective regarding divine priorities. It’s for people who can read the law through the lens of love,
not self-aggrandizement. It’s for people who don’t have “many possessions” (v.22) to lose.

Structural - So what was it? What “possessions” were so important to this man that he would forfeit

his golden ticket into everlasting paradise? The Greek ktémah in verse 22 is misleading.WWe may think

the man has some shiny-object-hoarding compulsion. His grief can seem more trivial as the text’s vague
“possessions” suggests he simply couldn’t be compelled to part with his custom solid gold teapot or his
fine art collection. The root of ktémah doesn’t seem like the verb get/buy/own that you use for a tunic, a
pen, or even a sword.At least in the New Testament, the word isn’t used often because it seems to only be
deployed for BIG ownerships- wealth, land, “property” as it's sometimes translated. | don’t think the NRSV’s
“possessions” conveys that gravitas, but I'm no Greek scholar, either. 'm just an opinionated essayist who
noticed something else interesting about Jesus’ response

there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for
the sake of the good news who will not receive a hundredfold...

The NRSYV text cited the man’s “possessions” as his achilles heel, but Jesus’ reassuring response reinfuses
some of the magnitude we may have lost in such a watered-down explanation. He speaks to some of life’s
biggest losses - our most significant points of value and attachment - houses, family, and land. Jesus promises
that whatever his disciples release will be regained, which is comforting to hear for the replaceable ktémah
like the house and the land... But this is much less reassuring for PEOPLE. Our present sentimentalities
tend not to consider our families “property” or “possessions” that can just be replaced. For close-knit
families, Jesus’ declaration that they’ll be replaced like resources sounds insulting.

Yet we have all experienced how tying humans to a particular utility and to a bottom-line calculation
deforms us into human resources. Being human resources means that decisions affecting us are made less
emotionally, less individually,and we become replaceable based on our function relative to corporate needs.
This phenomenon isn’t restricted to the corporate workplace. Anywhere that humans can be associated
with figures on a spreadsheet is vulnerable to this dehumanization, and the family as an institution is not
exempt. Michele Barrett and Mary Mcintosh rail against the Western disfiguration of the nuclear “family”

in The Anti-social Family.. . .the family serves to pass on privilege and disadvantage from one generation to
the next ...the family embodies the principle of selfishness, exclusion and pursuit of private interest and
contravenes those of altruism, community and pursuit of the public good.”
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These Biblical households of old were not always relationships born of affinity-rich kinship bonds. Ruth
married Boaz for resources.Ve know little of how Leah felt about being scammed off to Jacob, and Joseph
almost left Mary when her inexplicable pregnancy devalued her. Jesus doesn’t mention replacing family just
to trigger those who have deep affection for their family members but because the “family” is a political
structure that mediates access to capital. VWealth and family are inextricably linked. Industry and humanity, for
fascistic empires, are often artificially opposed. Thomas Piketty explains in Capital and Ideology how,

“In the most extreme ‘industrial’ forms of slavery, such as we find in the Atlantic trade, slaves had
virtually no rights. Pure labor power, they were treated as movable property (chattel slavery). Slaves
then had no personal identity (not even an officially recognized name); no right to private life, family, or
marriage; no property rights; and of course no mobility rights.”

It’s not that Jesus sees people as property, but empires use (or prohibit) families to restrict resources. Even
now, all billionaires under 30 inherited their cash, and these young rulers are often young owners who were

served heaping mukbang portions of their parents’ businesses.Today’s young ruler is likely rich because of the
household they belong to. As for our text’s featured silver spoon sucker, He probably comes from old money
that has been swelling and oozing from his family for generations. Jesus wasn’t having people leave their
families just to be cultish. He recognizes that redistribution of resources and power cannot happen without
queering family structures.

For today’s young billionaire to do what Jesus commands, they would have to expropriate all of their shares
in the family business and give the shares away to the poor (who are likely exploited employees). Imagine
your custodial position suddenly adding generous stock options to the compensation package. Imagine going
from line cook to co-owner. Jesus makes an ask of his aspiring disciples that, for many, would be tantamount
to familial betrayal. But how else could we achieve genuine kinship community and escape being stamped
“human capital” by those unknowingly viewing our familial relationships through the rapacious eyes of
empire! How else do we clog the imperial plumbing that restricts the flow of capital to the margins? Perhaps
with more political power, we can devise more palatable methods of resource redistribution, but for the
powerless peasantry, desperate times will call for drastic measures.

Interpersonal - As with the upper class Syrophoenecian woman, we encounter another example where
God’s household is exclusive, and that will make some of us uncomfortable

Some of our discomfort can arise from lived realities where exclusion serves to marginalize - people with
more power exclude those with less power and cite non-threatening reasons for this exclusion being
necessary.

Then, there is the reversal for which the designation of “exclusion” feels like a bit of a misnomer -
Marginalized populations painstakingly curate protected spaces to be separatists for the sake of our own
health. This prevents those who have power to oppress taking over the space and recreating the dynamics

© 2024 enfleshed


https://jamesclear.com/great-speeches/the-danger-of-a-single-story-by-chimamanda-ngozi-adichie

October |3, 202 e ——————————————————

that the space is intended to subvert.

This is what Jesus seems to be doing, but this method has a tendency to cause upset- Trust Fund Timmy
is gutted and slinks away, just as grief-stricken as he can be, back to all of his sprawling properties and
incalculable excess. Poor Timmy. /s

To me, this might be one of the scripture’s most formidable challenges to universalism - that some people
will be invited into the kin-dom under the condition of solidarity and simply decline. It’s still universalist in
the sense that there is a universal invitation, but for it to be conditional means that those who refuse the
conditions are, at best, denied eternal prosperity.

In our text, we find that God sends even the tight-fisted wealth-hoarders away with love, and they can
presumably reenter the fellowship at any time if they meet the required conditions.The exclusion is not on
the basis of identity (that’s how hegemony operates) — the reason for the exclusion is something that the
person can change, virtually, in an instant. With free will remains the possibility that some will be pained by
the conditions required, and that pain can illicit grief and all of its accompanying expressions - depression,
rage, hopelessness, etc. The most empathic of us might choose impressive sacrifices over inflicting these on
another.

This way of making decisions that disregard people’s feelings can feel much too corporate for counter-
cultures of interdependence. But our cultures of interdependence also demand reading situations from
more than a single angle - this is the danger of the single story that Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie speaks to.
We hear about how sad Young Money is after being denied a place in the discipleship.VWe don’t hear about
whoever was exploited to siphon wealth for the family.We don’t hear about how they were sad from being
malnourished.We don’t hear about how sad his lowest servants are when they’re denied autonomy and
treated like objects.The story of the majority almost goes untold until the disciples chimed in their “we
left everything,” noting the similarity of their invitation. It’s not about how much you have. God cares more
about the flourishing of the collective than the feelings of the secure minority.

Love doesn’t ask anything of us that They haven’t done Themself. If God relinquishes all power and majesty
just to be able to share it with us, why would we not be expected to follow suit? This is the power osmosis
that prevents genocide, climate catastrophe, and all manners of tyrannical demagoguery.With stakes of
cosmic proportions, we cannot afford for rich people’s feelings to stand in the way of solidarity and power-
reversing.And baby, if you can’t handle the reversal, you can’t handle the Gospel.
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Words for inspiration:

“I believe unconditionally in the ability of people to respond when they are told the truth.We need to be
taught to study rather than believe, to inquire rather than to affirm.”

- Septima Clark

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

The Data Doesn’t Lie: Anti-Trans Legislation Kills

IDF Reportedly Used 2,000-Pound Bombs Supplied by US in Attack That Killed Nasrallah
Mutual Aid and Autonomous Disaster Relief Groups Mobilize in Wake of Hurricane Helene
Tunisia to repatriate 260 citizens from Lebanon amid escalating conflict

Cars Have Fucked Up This Country Bad

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Casey Overton (she/they) is a radical communications strategist and
spiritual activist who is deeply vested in the development of healing
cultures.They are the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”, an enfleshed
publication. She also serves as the associate director of communications
for an organization that supports organizing and advocacy for housing
justice.As a multispiritual worker, they love being immersed in coopera-
tive interfaith dialogue while creating restorative space for those margin-
alized within or beyond faith institutions. She’s also an amateur poet,
nap-taker, and time-bender. She resides in the stolen Powhatan lands now
called Richmond,VA. Follow her on Facebook and Twitter for more

content and updates!
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Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with
her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity
and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.

Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”
Copyright
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worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being
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Email inffo@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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