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Proverbs 1:20-33

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 19

Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 — 8:1
James 3:1-12

Mark 8:27-38

Psalm 116:1-9

What links the texts this week?

We aren’t introduced to wisdom in ivory towers, lofty positions, thick books, or initimidating libraries.
Wisdom is in the street with the people. She’s shouting in the domain of the common person where
anyone can access her, yet this doesn’t take away from her beauty - her ability to reflect the work of
our Creator.Those with wisdom are also entrusted with deep responsibility to live in ways that pro-
mote community wellbeing. Someone’s acquaintance with Wisdom can be proven by their behavior.
One cannot be faithful without Her.With both a shout and an inclined ear, She is the center our faith
practice.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

Out in the open Wisdom calls aloud,

She raises her voice from the streets!

She does not hide, She echos within us.

She resounds through the air wherever we are.

From the balcony, She cries out—

Her voice is strong and clear.

Wisdom is a Mother proclaiming:

All the children are ours, every single one of them!

Wisdom is a Grandmother demanding:
Let go of your stubborn ways—
turn away from selfishness

and towards each other!

Opening Prayer
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Holy Wisdom, you say of the evildoers: they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of
their schemes. Oh, how we long for the warmongers to implode, heavy with the fruit of their own evil
schemes. How we long for the destroyers of the planet to be held accountable, destroyed by their own
selfishness! Bathe us in your wisdom,Wonderful Compassion, that anything within us rooted in violence, in
disconnection, in foolishness, be washed away. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

It is wise to share what we have with each other. It is wise to use our resources mindfully and generously.
It is wise to ask one another for what we need. It is wise to offer what is ours to give. It is wise to
collaborate. It is wise to co-create. It is wise to build systems of care in our communities. Come, beloveds,
let us be wise and gather what we have for the good of all.

Prayer of Dedication

Beautiful Courage—thank you for the poets, the prophets, the rebellious ones, and the ancestors who guide
us on the path of wisdom. May we be daring enough to accept their invitations. Bless our offerings to bold,
transformative, and deeply wise work. Amen.

Benediction

Wisdom does not hide.

She makes herself known,
shouting from the rooftops

of our interdependence.

Let us go forth heeding her call,
co-creating a world of compassion.

SERMON PREP

Questions:

* In what ways does your faith community uplift and pursue unconventional wisdom? How
does your tradition ensure that all people have equal access to being considered wise?

* In what ways might you begin to feminize your faith practice and political affiliations?
How would you invite others to do the same?

*  Who in your congregation is listened to the most? Who is most likely to not be heard
and why? How can those who have traditionally been ignored be more consistenly cen-
tered?
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Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic -The book of Proverbs emerges during a period of cultural upheaval among the exiled Israelites.
Throughout the wisdom sayings of Proverbs, there’s an insinuation that life would be a lot better for the
Israelites had the previous generations chosen wisdom, instead of folly. That’s why you can sense a subtle
resentment throughout the book.Wisdom isn’t just being handed down to keep the next generation going in a
good direction.They're trying to break free from their present crisis and help the next generation lead the way
to a new and better direction.This new direction also required a reimagining of the Divine.

When a god belongs to a specific nation, and that nation is defeated by another nation with another god, then
the defeated nation is forced into a position where they have to rethink their god. Either they accept that their
god is defeated or they evolve their perspective of their god. Throughout the Hebrew scriptures, you see an
evolution of the way God is talked about because the generational suffering of the Israelites caused them to
continuously shift their ideas about who God is and what God is doing. If suffering doesn’t cause you to give
up on God, it will make your God bigger. After a while, the question, “Where is God?” evolves into “What is
God?’ This is how we get to this point in Proverbs where God is manifest as a feminine personification of
Wisdom [Hochma in Hebrew]. Elizabeth Stuart, in The Queer Bible Commentary explains:

“Divinity is undone and queered by Hochma...Divinity is broken open to reveal plurality at its heart and
thus ceases to be a stable, solid foundation to cling to in a cultural earthquake. Rather it is revealed to be
unpredictable, surprising, as likely to be encountered shouting on street corners and at the city gates as in
the temple or court and not of one gender.”

Proverbs answers the question,“Where is God?” by locating God on the streets, with the people, experiencing
life along with them.The Wisdom Woman, as Old Testament scholar Kathleen M. O’ Connor calls her, is a new
vision of God for a group of people that have been confronted by God’s absence.

“The primary mode of being of the Wisdom Woman is relational. In all the texts where she appears,
the most important aspect of her existence is her relationships. Her connections extend to every part
of reality. She is closely joined to the created world; she is an intimate friend of God; she delights in
the company of human beings. No aspect of reality is closed off from her. She exists in it as if it were a
tapestry of connected threads, patterned into an intricate whole of which she is the center.”

The Wisdom Woman of Proverbs flies in the face of our typical characterization of the wise sage as an elderly
hermit hiding in a remote location way outside of the city. Here, we have a youthful woman, shouting in the
busiest corner of the streets. Also, compare this divine communication to the communication to the fathers of

| Elizabeth Stuart:“Proverbs” in The Queer Bible Commentary, ed. by Deryn Guest, Robert E. Goss, Mona West, and Thomas
Bohache, (London: SCM Press, 2006), 327-328.
2 Kathleen M. O’Connor, The Wisdom Literature (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1988), 59.

© 2024 enfleshed




Israel, where God spoke to people on high mountains, in corners of caves, and deep in the deserts.
A new vision of a relational Divine also changes the way we relate to each other. O’Connor continues:

“To follow the Wisdom Woman, to become wise, is to awaken to, and to participate in, this matrix
of relationships. It is to take a communal, holistic stance toward the world and its inhabitants, to live
in communion with all that is. It is to leave behind the illusion of isolation, that we each live alone,
that our personal safety is all. To follow the Wisdom Women is to make a choice for life in its most
complete and wholesome possibility.”

With a shout, the Wisdom Woman expands our vision of the Divine. Let’s escape our prayerful isolation
and find her in the busy streets of our own neighborhoods.

Structural - Wisdom doesn’t discriminate. Wisdom shows up with a message where everyone can give
her attention. In the Wisdom Commentary,Alice Ogden Bellis explains:

“Wisdom speaks out in the open, unlike the street gangs whose invitations are secret. She cries out
outside in the street, in the plaza near the city gate, in the busy tumultuous areas, and at the city
gates themselves, where commercial and legal business was conducted.Wisdom was not limited to a
privileged few but was available to everyone, at least in theory; the invitation was freely extended to
anyone who was out and about. At the time...women were apparently moving freely, doing business
in the city, so in theory the invitation was available for women as well as men, even though it was not
originally intended for their ears.™

Wisdom is for everyone, even the “foolish”. The ableist undertones of Proverbs’ usage of the word

“fool” should cause us to consider the ways we also tend to turn to ableist insults against those who

mock wisdom. It's common to see people who are apparently against oppressive language still use ableist
language when criticizing other people for using oppressive language.VWhen we insult someone’s intellectual
capabilities for being racist, sexist, or homophobic, we're ignoring the actual cause of bigotry just to be
mean. Bigotry has nothing to do with intellect or having a certain amount of knowledge. Bigotry comes
from being conditioned to “hate knowledge”, as we see the Wisdom Woman call out.

In this passage, Wisdom’s haters actively resist knowledge by either ignoring it or violently silencing those
who try to give them knowledge. Wisdom’s modern-day haters may walk by her shouting on the streets,
and tone police her; insult her appearance, and post a clip of her online, mocking her as an “unhinged
feminist”.Wisdom’s words remain true:“scoffers delight in their scoffing.” Scoffing is all they have, so when
calamity strikes, their scoffing can’t save them.

3 O’ Connor, 60.
4 Alice Ogden Bellis,Wisdom Commentary: Proverbs (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2018), 15.
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There’s a popular right wing caricature in political discourse on the internet of a leftist queer femme activist
who yells in the streets at people for offending her. Over the last decade, this caricature has influenced

a genre of YouTube videos where men film public altercations with feminists, provoking them to argue

about politics until the feminists get angrier and louder. Clips from the videos are used by conservative
content creators to persuade people to mock feminism.“This is the problem with society these days!” the
commentator argues.“You can’t say anything without these people getting offended!” A whole generation of
young people grew up watching videos like this, and they don’t realize until years later that they were lied to
about what feminists are actually like.

An implicit message in content that mocks people for getting angry about politics is that caring that much
about something makes you weak—even feminine. Not only is the work of caring for others characterized
as feminine in our patriarchal culture, but even the emotional work of caring about others is feminized. One
of the strangest insults I've received was during an interview with a conservative Christian radio host, who
called me a “beta male” (a sexist insult for a weaker man) in response to my insistence that every person
should have housing.

Deconstructing toxic masculinity often begins with learning how to finally shut up, listen, and give a fuck.That’s
all the Wisdom Woman is looking for: for somebody to give a fuck.Wisdom isn’t looking for an argument.
Wisdom is looking for people who can set aside their egos and actually care about what’s going on.

The resistance to caring about others is partially rooted in an assumption that we should only care about
things that we have full control over.Wisdom’s haters insist there’s no point in caring about genocides
happening in Palestine, Congo, and Sudan if we can’t stop the killing ourselves. Or they insist, “If you care so
much then why don’t you just go move over there and do something about it!” It’s internalized colonialism
that makes one believe, “If | can’t dominate it then why should | care about it?”

To encounter suffering and not care requires us to withhold our care, because to be human is to care.We
don’t have to control a situation to express our care.And even if we can’t make the major changes that we
desire, any meaningful difference that we can make begins with us caring. May we learn to stop, pay attention,
and care when Wisdom screams in the streets.

Interpersonal - In verse 28, Wisdom warns, “Then they will call upon me, but | will not answer; they will seek
me diligently but will not find me.” Bellis explains that the reason behind this motivational strategy “is that
wisdom takes time to cultivate. It cannot be called upon on short notice any more than one can learn a
language or learn to play a sport overnight.”s

We sometimes resist wisdom because we mistakenly assume we need an expertise in a new subject before
even engaging in it. Our fear of “messing up and saying the wrong thing” stops us from saying anything at all,
and it even stops us from learning at all. This behavior will only harm us in the long run. The Wisdom Woman

5 Bellis, 18.
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doesn’t require us to be experts.The Wisdom Woman doesn’t even require us to be wise.We're just invited
to listen.

The clearest insight we find from this passage is that wisdom begins with listening. The wise person isn’t the
person with all the answers. It’s the person who listens when wisdom is screamed in the streets.

We tend to imagine wisdom as an additional object that you obtain, like a piece of information, but
oftentimes, gaining wisdom looks like letting go of all the information you’ve spent your life clinging onto.
Becoming wise often feels like relief.You learn to loosen your psychic grip on everything you think you
know so that you can be open to a fresh perspective.

What if the kind of spiritual community we cultivated was based on building a community of listeners?
Imagine if that was the impression that people got from visiting your community.As spiritual leaders our
egos may trick us into thinking we need to build a community where people come out, saying, “VWow, these
people are so smart, so wise, so culturally relevant, and so politically aware.” But imagine if they come out,
saying, “VWow, these people are such great listeners. They actually pay attention.They really care.”

Wisdom cries out in community and demands to be learned in community. May we practice the radical
humility required to learn wisdom in community with one another.

It is the human being that counts. | call gold; it does not answer. | call cloth; it does not answer. It is the

Words for inspiration:

human being that counts.

= Ghanaian Proverb

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Study: Because of Pesticides, Living in Farm Towns Is as Risky as Smoking

‘Dangerous and un-American’: new recording of |D Vance’s dark vision of women and immigration

RSF loots National Museum of Sudan, says report
U.S. COVID update (September |): Deaths remain above 1,000

Two historic California reparations bills stall out — sparing Newsom a tough political call

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners
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Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots:Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.

Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with

her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity

and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.Hikes with stream
crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch sits with beloveds are a few

of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com and on insta @
mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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