
Anna: Hello dear ones and welcome to this episode of a podcast from enfleshed where we dive
deep into the sacred wisdoms that nourish collective liberation.

[music fades in]

Robert: Hello everyone. This is Robert. And I am reading from the latest newsletter, Tough Mind
& Tender Heart. And this one is called “The Liberated Imagination.”

This summer I have been sitting with the words and works of the prolific author and thinker Toni
Morrison. What started out as a few weeks of lingering in her work turned into two months and
now...I find myself extending my expedition until the end of the year. What I have appreciated as
I have taken an extended amount of time with Mother Morrison is her ability to bring together
multiple strands of knowledge in order to illustrate and emphasize her point. One of her books,
Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination is a prolific texts that explores
literary whiteness and literary Blackness and how radicalized, historical constructs were able to
baptize generations into bigotry.

"The kind of work I have always wanted to do requires me to learn how to maneuver ways to
free up the language from its sometimes sinister, frequently lazy, almost always predictable
employment of racially informed and determined chains."
― Toni Morrison

I tire of binaries. Of constructs that we could easily dismantle if we would truly "listen and learn"
as opposed to whatever people do when they say this phrase. (and continue to remain the
same...but I digress) I know though that imagination is a part of the journey forward individually
and collectively. The liberated imagination is one that I have been seeking to construct in my
own life and in the lives of others. The liberated imagination that is built upon the fervent belief
that humans (and all of those creatures/plants/etc we share this planet with) are worthy of
dignity and care. The liberated imagination is one that is informed by reality but is not stuck
there. This imagination transcends "other" and seeks to create systems that promote flourishing.
This imagination is vehemently opposed to oppression and fascism. And I suppose this type of
liberated imagination sounds like naive thinking. How do we, in looking at interlocking systems
of oppression, cultivate a liberated imagination?

[music fades out]


