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Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Isaiah 53:4-12

Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

What links the texts this week?

We are part of nature.We cannot avoid suffering when nature suffers.VWe cannot presume that God
prioritizes the human experience over the rat experience or that of the maple tree - we are all cre-
ation.We must co-create together. God created us not to dominate, but to share in praise and wor-
ship.The entire cosmos sits at Her right hand. Seeking a position over others is seeking to be less
human.We fulfill our destiny as we serve together in the low places.

ORDER OF WORSH IP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to Worship

Woe to you ecosystem destroyers and mass polluters!
Woe to you warmongers and resource hoarders!
You spin hurricanes of despair,

you flood the earth with suffering!

How are you so removed

from your own fragile creatureliness

that you fail to fathom it could be you—

scrambling up a tree, onto a rooftop, up a mountainside—
to keep above the waters of loss?

You do not deserve to sleep at night!
May the cries of sorrow you’ve created haunt your dreams
until you run, repenting, from your wicked ways.

Come, God of Righteous Rage!
Lay low the evildoers
restore your lands and refresh your precious creatures.
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Opening Prayer

God who we wish had a magic wand to make it all ok,
in our dreams the words of the psalmist are true:

At your rebuke the waters fled,
at the sound of your thunder they took to flight.

But the climate collapsers have wreaked havoc on our lives.VWe sing psalms of lament instead:

Waters overflow the valleys & hillsides slide down.

Rivers reroute & high places have been made low.

Ways cannot be made! for the watery depths now live in the mountains—

overflowing our communities, washing away our ecosystems, wiping away precious lives.
Water keeps falling—our tears, our tears, our tears!

Come, weeping God. Hold our face in your hands.

Invitation to Offering

The elite seed the lie that, in the wake of disaster, we are each other’s enemies—that we must depend on
crumbs offered by the power-hoarders to survive. But we have witnessed the truth: in the wake of loss, the
hearts of ordinary people reach out and out and out.We become to each other sustenance and strength.
Come, beloveds, it is a holy and rebellious thing to share our resources with one another.

Prayer of Dedication

“I will not turn away from all the harrowing and beautiful ways our lives are interconnected” writes artist,
Sarah Cap. In the wake of climate disaster, amidst the systems of death-dealing— we bless our offerings to
the radical, beautiful practices of solidarity and hope.

Benediction

How beautiful our love for each amidst sorrow

How strong our solidarity amidst systems of evil

How soulful our compassion blessed by the Holy Spirit
Go with God who weeps and rages with us

We are not alone
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

* Does your communal faith practice begin from a foundation of praise? What does or could this look like in
your worshipping community?

*  What aspects of your tradition’s theology encourage androcentric attitudes? How can this be challenged or
transformed to better recognize universal kinship?

* How does the history of your local congregation impact its relationship with its immediate surroundings
and locale? What did your congregation’s presence mean for the rest of your city? For the lang you all claim
to “own’?

Application
This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Damon Garcia (he/him).

Cosmic -Psalm 104 mirrors Genesis | in the way it describes God, as a worker, building and organizing the
world. Everything that God creates has its own creative role. Humans, however, aren’t given a specific role like
they are in Genesis.And yet, the role humans fill in this Psalm is happening within the creation and recitation of
the Psalm itself. Biblical scholar, David Rensberger explains, humans “speak the psalm itself in their role as the
creatures who are aware of all creation, and who have the joyful task of praise. Birds sing, the sun sets, lions
roar, human beings praise.”!

The Psalmist experiences the same world that everyone else does, except with an extra layer of depth that you
can only sense if you pay attention.The Psalmist insists that there’s more going on than what we can perceive.
There’s a bigger picture beyond our comprehension. Like the Psalmist in the ancient Middle East, we're also
surrounded by light, sky, water, clouds, wind, fire, earth, thunder, mountains, valleys, and creatures, but in the
everyday hustle of our lives it’s easy to miss the connection between all these elements. It takes a special kind
of perception to understand that they're all part of one interdependent whole. Recognizing their connection is
part of our task of praise.

This type of spiritual engagement returns to wonder. Brazilian liberation theologian Leonardo Boff referred to
this interpretation of reality as “a deep sense of the sacramentality of all things.”

“God announces the divine presence in each being in its history. The human being is that one capable of
hearing the thundering of galaxies and supernovas, as well as picking up the song of the bird in the forest,
or the soft breathing of a newborn child, and rising up to the Spiritus Creator, who fills all and to the

I David Rensberger, “Ecological Use of the Psalms” in The Oxford Handbook of the Psalms ed.William P. Brown (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2014), 618.
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mystery of God surrendering God’s self to all beings. Everything is or can be sacramental.”

A person who relates to the world through praise can sense and celebrate God in everything. In contrast,
some religious people may be overly concerned with denying God’s presence in the world, pointing to
things like art, pleasurable activities, and other people’s spiritual practices, declaring that God’s not in this
or that.The person who loves to praise is overwhelmed with the presence of God everywhere, pointing to
the most mundane and profane elements of the world, declaring,“God’s in that too!”

Our spiritual life can be more life-giving when the foundation is praise, instead of particular beliefs or
behaviors. Engage and relate to the world like the Psalmist and search for what you can praise God for.
What you find will be endless if you pay attention.

Structural - The Hebrew word for soul in the verse,“Bless the Lord, O my soul” is nephesh, which
refers to the innermost being. Whether our inner being is an eternal spirit or purely material we all contain
mysterious layers of Self that run deep beneath the surface.When we recite this song of praise,“Bless the
Lord, O my soul,” we are inviting a deeper part of ourselves to awaken and recognize a deeper perspective
of the world.We’re attempting to sense the divinity in the world, below the surface.

The vision that the Psalmist has of God majestically building the world is a vision of this world, not the
world to come. It’s an intentional shift in perspective of the world-as-it-is. Even though the Psalmist dreams
and hopes for a majestic future where all the problems of the world are solved, they also lovingly embrace
the time and space of the majestic present.As we also hope for and fight for a better world, imagine the
ways we can embrace this world with more compassion and praise.

One of the main goals of Donald Trump’s 2024 presidential campaign has been fearmongering with false
stories and statistics about increasing crime rates in major cities, blaming most of it on an increasing
immigrant population. In reality, immigrants commit crimes far less than U.S. citizens®. And despite the
manufactured crime panic, crime has actually continued to decrease over the last couple years in the U.S.,
even in big cities where crime is the highest. *

“O Lord, how manifold are your works!” the Psalmist praises.“In wisdom you have made them all; the earth
is full of your creatures.” In praise, we don’t separate God’s creatures between citizen and immigrant, or

by any other oppressive classifications.We celebrate all of God’s creatures as part of one interdependent
whole.

Theologian Namsoon Kang talks about changing your perspective to relate to others through a
compassionate cosmopolitan gaze, where everyone is a “citizen-of-the-world”. It’s about relating to people
with universal love and hospitality.

2 Leonardo Boff, Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1997), 152.
3 https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/9/29/whats-behind-recent-false-claims-about-immigrants-and-crime-in-the-us
4 https://www.nbcnews.com/investigations/trump-says-crime-up-fbi-numbers-say-crime-historic-lows-rcnal 73590
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“This transformation of one’s perception of the others would impact on one’s way of voting, of
choosing a newspaper, of supporting a radio station, or of electing politicians, for example.To turn one’s
compassionate gaze onto others as fellow-citizens of the cosmos will allow one to fundamentally refuse
reducing neighbors into numbers and to see them as somebodies, not as nobodies.”

All people are God’s creatures. Spiritual communities should be spaces where we can cultivate this radically
egalitarian perspective.And in the same space we praise God for the beautifully diverse creation that we're all
part of.

Interpersonal - Ecological theologies typically remind people of the responsibility of humans to be good
stewards of the earth, but biblical scholar Arthur Walker-Jones explains how the framework of stewardship
can still maintain a Western dualism that frames humans as separate and superior to the earth.Walker-Jones
contrasts this view with the indigenous Fijian concept of Vanua.The word, vanua is primarily used to refer to
the land, but it’s also used to refer to the people.Vanua is also used to refer to the people’s beliefs, values, and
practices.Walker-Jones clarifies,“In the concept of Vanua and in the Fijian myth of origins, gods, humans, plants
and animals are all interrelated and interdependent.”

Imagine if we, in our spiritual communities, recovered a similar nondualistic perspective of the people and

the land.Walker-Jones explains, “indigenous wisdoms, ancient and modern, can help us move beyond Western,
dualistic readings towards Earth readings of Psalm 104 that recognize Earth community breathing, drinking,
eating, praying and singing together.” Imagine a spiritual community that could recognize our praise as part of
our organic interdependent relationship with all creation.

A local spiritual community has a responsibility to pay deeper attention to the city they’re in. Everything

has a foundation. Nothing is random. Sometimes we have a responsibility to shift our perspective to notice
the foundations of colonialism and systemic oppression that undergird the conditions and events in our
cities. Other times, we’re called to notice the spiritual foundations of our cities, like the Psalmist, sensing the
presence of God in our cities, even when it’s difficult to recognize.A local spiritual community is responsible
for searching for the bigger picture in both a material and a spiritual perspective. Consider ways that your
spiritual community can help the people of your city recognize a bigger picture.

Praise isn’t just affirmations we make in our minds. Praise is relational.We all share the foundation that God
built the world on, and we all contribute to the wholeness of creation. Praise taps us into that relationship.
And our praise can serve as the foundation for healing our relationships, with other humans, other species of
creatures, the earth, and God.

5 Namsoon Kang, Cosmopolitan Theology: Reconstituting Planetary Hospitality, Neighbor-Love, and Solidarity in an Uneven
World (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2013), 9.
6 Arthur Walker-Jones, “Psalm 104: A Celebration of the Vanua” in The Earth Story in the Psalms and the Prophets ed. Nor-

man C. Habel (Sheffield, England, Cleveland: Sheffield Academic Press ; Pilgrim Press, 2001), 97.
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Listen or check out the lyrics to “We Are” by Alina Engibaryan

Words for inspiration:

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Documenting the many scandals, corruption, and federal investigations that led to Eric Adams indictment
Abolish Rent

Period pain proof required for school sick days

McDonald’s sues major beef producers in US price-fixing lawsuit

Hurricane Helene is exposing the broken flood insurance system

[enfleshe]d doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners

Commentaries Author

Damon Garcia (he/him) is a writer, video essayist, and public theologian
for a liberative Christianity. His work is inspired by liberation theology,
decolonial theory, and anti-capitalist politics as he helps people unsettle
and untangle the influence of Christian teachings developed to justify
colonization. He is the author of The God Who Riots:Taking Back the
Radical Jesus (Broadleaf Books, 2022). He lives in Santa Maria, California.
Follow Damon’s work on Twitter @whoisdamon and at damongarcia.
com.
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Liturgy Author

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with

her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for
liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings.
Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity

and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco
Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.Hikes with stream
crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch sits with beloveds are a few

of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.com and on insta @
mijbolton.

Editor

Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use
these materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the
subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing
capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or ver-
bally when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be
included in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.
Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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