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TEXTS
October 27, 2024

Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Jeremiah 31:7-9
Psalm 126

Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52

What links the texts this week?

Our scriptures are futurist texts, leaning into the calling-forth of prefiguration and faith that our fortune
will be restored.We are allowed to lament the unimaginable magnitude of our collective losses - of home,
kinship, security, daydreams, aspirations.VWe are allowed to cry out to God when it seems that preventing
destruction is beyond the capacity of a Creator. But a God who is good and true responds with com-
forting promises of otherwise - something decolonial, something reindigenized, something land back, and
something prosperous. Even if it costs Them everything, the Divine is One Who Restores.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship
(inspired by Jeremiah 31:7-9)

The God of Life and Hope says:

I will bring those who have been displaced back to their native lands
Among them will be the amputees, traumatized, systematically starved

Among them will be the pregnant people, parents, and children
Among them will be grandparents and siblings, friends and cousins

They come with weeping—

holding within them the violence the world has allowed
They come with roots—

holding their traditions, sacred stories, and memories

I, the Spirit of Healing Righteousness, will pray over them
I will restore what has been stolen from them
I will mourn all that cannot be restored
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They will live in peace and freedom once again
Opening Prayer

God of Infinite Compassion, thank you for those who reveal truths we have been unable to comprehend.
Thank you for those who connect dots we were unable to connect.Thank you for those who expand our
ability to love.Thank you for those who embolden our courage. Ever-Present Wisdom, expand our capacity
to receive the truth and to collaborate towards liberation. Expand our capacity to pull up systems of harm
by the root. Keep us curious about the Ways of Life. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

With an open heart and a curious mind—check in about your invitation towards the collective today.
What is yours to give? What is yours to receive! What is yours to co-create! Where is your space for rest?
Mindful of our invitation towards collective wellness, we gather our offerings today.

Prayer of Dedication

When there is joy—sing of it, sing of it! That, even amidst the heartbreak of living, wonder may reverberate
off the walls of our hearts! Bless our offerings to relationships and care amidst loss. Bless our offerings to
Mysterious Love shining through even sorrow.Amen.

Benediction

The land stewards, the courageous,

the elders, the children, those who have
experienced the pain of oppression—

They lead us to liberation!

They sing to us the songs of salvation!

Blessed by the Spirit, Compassionate and Wise,
Let us follow them!
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

*  How does your spiritual tradition acknowledge the power of the prophetic? Who is underrepresented among your

recognized prophets!?

*  What kind of relationship does God have with the land? What are the implications of God having a favorite place and

how do we divest from settler paradigms as we read these texts?

*  How does your community allow or encourage members of global diasporas to reconnect with their home?

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Min. Candace Simpson (she/her).

Cosmic -Where is God? Who is God? What is God’s job? What is God’s relationship to us? These questions
and more emerge through this short passage. In just 3 verses, a part of God’s character is revealed. The
question of genre is important here, as Jeremiah is a prophetic text. It is a collection of ideas on “disaster and
survival, trauma and hope” as Pastor Brad E. Kelle of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church writes.

“In this coming return of the remnant to their ancestral land, God is not going to send a fleet of Ubers.
Instead, God is going to personally lead this entourage back:“With consolations | will lead them back, |
will let them walk by brooks of water; in a straight path in which they shall not stumble”...Notice the clear
first-person—and not only will God personally accomplish this; God will do so “with consolations.” In
other words, God has divine compassion for these people.”

God is described as a God among the people. It is a comforting image to think of a personal chaperone back
to a place of safety. And not only are you going to be brought back, but all your people, too! The people in the
north and in the “farthest” parts of the earth will not be left behind. But even before we know what God says,
a prophet must serve as the spokesperson, and that is tricky. How do we know when God is talking, and when
a human is talking? Can a human speak for God? How else will we know of God without human language?

For thus says the Lord...

This phrase appears several times in prophetic texts.VWe sometimes take for granted that “thus saith the Lord”
is a translation through a human conduit. In other words, how seriously would you take a friend’s rash decision
to pick up and move across the country if they said,“The Lord told me...”? Perhaps the Lord told them, but
you might have some concerns about their choices.

Of course, in many Christian (and non-Christian) traditions, this is not uncommon. But Jeremiah speaks so
clearly and authoritatively about what God is saying. It works for us, sometimes, because prophets usually have
a good and convicting word for powers and principalities. In the Society for Biblical Literature Study Bible, Brad
E. Kelle hypothesizes,
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“Overall, the book of Jeremiah likely developed as a continually expanding corpus in which things were
added piece by piece over time without an attempt to provide strict overarching unity, coherence, or
organization, even if there are some indications of patterns and planning.”

To provide a modern example, consider some functions of social media engagement. On TikTok, one can
record an original video and invite others to stitch their videos in addition. In doing so, they invite people to
contribute to the chorus.As an example, one user posed the question,“Name something that people think
is in the Bible but isn’t” Another user, who does not know the first user, stitched a video saying, “White
folks.” Another user, who does not know either of these users, stitched a video of laughter. Taken together,
these TikTok users are telling a story more rich than the first user could have imagined.We, too, live in

an age of a “continually expanding corpus.” Nothing we know alone is enough.There is something sacred
about learning from other people’s testimonies.

If we can build cognitive empathy with the writing of Jeremiah, that is, to put ourselves in the thinking
and feeling of those involved in the story, we might see that we have the power to speak with God, too.
Certainly, many people use the language of “prophet” to cloak their malicious intentions and plans to
manipulate vulnerable people.There are too many people calling themselves “prophets” all while peddling
scams. There are too many people calling themselves “pastors” who do not have a heart for the people.
Under capitalism, there are incentives for appearing trustworthy and close to God.

But what would it look like to tap into the prophetic tradition? To pay attention to the things taken for
granted? To notice the hearts of creation and make room for dignified flourishing? If you are doing these
things, you are part of a holy tradition of noticing. The most important thing a prophet must do is pay
attention. Later in the chapter, Jeremiah calls to us—

Thus says the Lord:

A voice is heard in Ramabh,
lamentation and bitter weeping.

Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.

How does Jeremiah hear the voice in Ramah? How does Jeremiah know that Rachel is weeping, or that the
weeping is for her children, or that she refuses to be comforted? How does Jeremiah know?!

Jeremiah is evidence that someone was paying attention. For so many people, the idea that someone may be
paying attention, and caring, would change their life.

Structural - There is no way to read this text without considering a series of historic and modern
settler colonial projects. On the one hand, this is the very foundation of settlers who imagine lands that
belong to them.

And on the other, one might empathize with people in the colonized diaspora who resonate with these
ideas. In other words, the Zionist who imagines building over a decimated Gaza and turning the beach
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into luxury beachfront properties is not the same as a displaced Palestinian who mourns the destruction
of generations-old olive trees. The gentrifier who complains that local Indian food is too spicy in any of the
U.S. major cities is not grieving in the way someone with four generations of history in New York, Chicago,
Baltimore or Oakland.When we think about this text, it is important to consider the positionality of all
parties involved.When we preach or teach this text, it is critical to explore how this idea is best used, and
how it might be misinterpreted.

Or, perhaps the text itself presents a problem and we should think about that, too.

For | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

What happens when land is, even euphemistically or poetically, figuring as a favorite in God’s estimation?
What logic is required to think of a place as favored? Certainly, the language of “chosenness” and “father”
comes with its own set of critiques.

But if we take seriously that the genre of this text is closer to poetry than a historic detailing of events, we
might explore the relationship between God and Israel, between God and Ephraim.

We often are at the mercy of other people’s decisions.There are entire languages, gestures, sayings and ways
of being that are formed in response to living under oppression. Because the persona of the prophet as
described in Jeremiah is intimately aware of the oppression the people are facing, all the people are left with
an open invitation to come home.

See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor together;
a great company, they shall return here.

In this vignette we see Jeremiah extending the call to everyone, but especially to those who would have a
harder time returning. The disabled, those who parent, and those who are in labor together are invited. Even
more, this is described as “a great company.” If we are not careful, we may miss the power of this invitation.
Jamal al Rozzi writes about the impossibility of escape for many disabled people in Gaza.

“When evacuation orders were issued in the north, initially in October last year, many people with
disabilities could not flee — and their families refused to leave them behind. Those who could escape
were packed like luggage into cars, carts or minibuses. Assistance devices, such as wheelchairs, canes,
crutches and medical equipment often had to be left behind. Hearing aids, eyeglasses, adaptive toilet seats
and incontinence pads were destroyed or lost.”

Aid that could save lives is being stopped, all because the Israeli government has declared certain shipments
as suspicious.
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“The Israelis have declared certain spare parts and batteries for these devices dangerous, so-called dual
use items — saying they could be used for military purposes.Without wheelchairs, canes, walkers, splints
and prosthetics, people with disabilities are struggling to survive, left isolated, with no independence

or sense of autonomy or dignity. There is no liquid food or disability-inclusive feeding equipment, like
feeding tubes or adaptive utensils. The psychological torture of feeling like a burden is unbearable and
degrading.”

Noor Alyacoubi wrote about the challenge of feeding her newborn amidst starvation.

“Even before the war, access to safe, clean water was limited to just 4 percent of Gaza’s population.
In the first days of the ongoing war, water became even more scarce. By November, we had to ration
the water shared among 31 family members, including my in-laws, and other displaced people seeking
refuge in our apartment building in Gaza City. Each person was able to use only about half a liter (half
a quart) of water per day to conserve our supply.We adults understood why we were thirsty, but we
struggled to explain to the children why they could not drink water right now.”

God, through the voice of the prophet, promises that even “with weeping they shall come and with
consolations | will lead them back.” There will be a time in which even the most challenged of the
community will be able to return to their home. Perhaps this feels like fiction today, given how brutal settler
colonialism remains globally. But we trust and work towards it, even when it feels absurd to do so.There
will be a day when we can “walk by brooks of water in a straight path where [we] shall not stumble.” There
must be.

Interpersonal - “Password” is a game played in teams. Each team will have to convey a word or idea to
their teammates without using key terms. For example, one might say “pumpkin” or “sweater weather”

if the term is “autumn.” On a celebrity game show by the same name featuring Keke Palmer and Yvette
Nicole Brown, Palmer’s task was to get Brown to say the word “Titanic.” In this game, Palmer kept saying
“Rose.” But not just any way. Using culturally specific body language and facial gestures, Palmer kept
repeating the word “Rose” over and over.

Brown gets flustered. Right as it appears she’s about to give up, she says, “Listen there’s a lot of Black
conversation happening here, in the eyes.” Eventually she gets the word on her first try. The entire audience
erupts in shock. How did she get the word just off the strength of Keke Palmer repeating a singular word?

Maybe the clue is in Yvette Nicole Brown’s comment.
“There’s a lot of Black conversation happening here...”

This passage describes the phenomenon of Diaspora.What happens when a People is spread throughout
the globe, especially due to traumatic events? Scholars do not always agree on this phenomenon.While
some argue, for example, that people in Diaspora retain elements of culture no matter where they go,
others argue that that new culture is its own element. The experience of being Filipinx in Los Angeles is
different from being Filipinx in Detroit, because Detroit and Los Angeles are different. And both of these
locations are different from The Philippines.Yet, there is global connective tissue through food, dance,
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philosophy, body language, sayings.

At Historically Black Colleges and Universities, it is homecoming season. If you did not attend an HBCU,
an artistic interpretation of the phenomenon is Beyoncé’s Homecoming performance at Coachella in 2018.
Throughout the show, viewers get a taste of the music of the African Diaspora. Afrobeats, funk, rock, hip
hop, reggaeton, dancehall, dance and more are all present in this project, making it a kind of Black music
encyclopedia.

HBCU Homecomings are celebratory events that take on a unique meaning. Though many colleges and
institutions host homecomings, HBCU homecomings are so unique that there are entire memes and
cultural references dedicated to them. During a homecoming, you can expect to catch up with your favorite
professors, sit in on classes, party, chat with current students, meet with other graduates on the yard, attend
step shows and games, and even attend chapel services.

See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth...

In a vacuum, it is nice to be around the people you haven’t seen in a while. It’s delightful to catch up with
folks you only see online. But can you imagine the delight of being able to sit in a philosophy class with
students and sharing your perspective with current students? Or meeting your college roommate’s baby for
the first time, and watching them grow up over successive homecoming years?

To be in the diaspora of one’s kin is to relate to this passage.To be even more pointed, how one is dispersed
matters, too. To be thrust across the globe due to colonialism, terror, war, and enslavement is a unique kind
of displacement.To be in the diaspora is more than just having “moved.” Taken as a whole, Jeremiah is about,
in the words of Brad E. Kelle,

“Experiences of war, destruction, and exile during which the prophet carried out his work.The book
offers a theology of suffering and survival— specifically, the struggle of the survivors of Judah’s downfall
to make theological sense of their experiences of loss and disaster in light of God’s promises and their
identity as the covenant people.”

If we consider the unique political context of Jeremiah, the “homecoming” is not just some apolitical
celebration. It is speculative fiction, hoping for a future in which the people will have stability and dignity. It is
Jeremiah who leaves this letter to the exiles in Babylon.

Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.Take wives and have sons and daughters;
take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there,
and do not decrease.

We should absolutely queer this story. Perhaps our call is not to double down on cisheteronormativity,
but instead, to build families and units of meaning. In these units, we can build gardens and eat what they
produce. On graduation stoles across the country, many people include the scripture Jeremiah 29:11.

For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope.
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Jeremiah is a prophetic text because it underscores the relationships necessary for a powerful future.
Sometimes those relationships include culturally specific body language and sayings.

“Rose.” *raising eyebrows*

“ROSE!”

Sources

https://www.tiktok.com/@femmeitforward/video/7380122263783443758
https://www.tiktok.com/@themoneyplug.colvideo/70027 182386 1847 1685?%s_from webapp=1&sender

device=pc&web_id=7275439061459371563

https://www.workingbreacher.org/lcommentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-

jeremiah-3 [ 7-9-6

Parable of the Sower, Study Guide, Octavia E. Butler

SBL Study Bible

https://nmaahc.si.edu/homecoming-celebration-hbcus-and-their-legacies

The Language Poem by Obi Egbuna Jr.
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-
jeremiah-3 [ 7-9-6

Words for inspiration:

Superblooom is a collective of Viethamese Americans promoting a dialogue on the Diaspo-

ra & the Global South through photography, text, mixed media, and design.
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https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-jeremiah-317-9-6
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-jeremiah-317-9-6
https://nmaahc.si.edu/homecoming-celebration-hbcus-and-their-legacies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0S2zYmHL8I
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-jeremiah-317-9-6
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-30-2/commentary-on-jeremiah-317-9-6
https://www.instagram.com/sprblooom/
https://www.instagram.com/sprblooom/
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Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

How these volunteers are getting solar power to help Hurricane Helene’s disaster zone
Nobel winning Hiroshima survivor’s Gaza comparison angers Israel

Locked Out: From County Jails to Guantanamo Bay

The Alien Enemies Act, Explained

Atoning for sins against Indigenous people begins with confronting the past.
[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought
partners]

Commentaries Author

Minister Candace Simpson (she/her/hers) is a sister, preacher, and
educator. She is a graduate of Trinity College and Union Theological
Seminary. She is an associate minister at Concord Baptist Church of
Christ in Brooklyn, New York. Minister Simpson is especially drawn to
Christian education as a political education tool for Black liberation. It
is Candace’s philosophy that Heaven is a Revolution that can happen
right here on Earth. She is the lead writer and curriculum designer at
Fish Sandwich Heaven, an online resource for dreaming a freer world.”

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain,
and poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina
with her partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool
for liberative spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community
settings. Molly holds a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of
Divinity and a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San
Francisco Theological Seminary. She was trained as a chaplain at
Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-

sits with beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at
revmollybolton.com and on insta @mijbolton.
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Editor
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters.”

Copyright

A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these
materials for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscrip-
tion and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally
when enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by _ ] should be includ-
ed in the attribution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources.

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.
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