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Baruch 5:1-9
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

What links the texts this week?
 
Our texts invite us to consider who is preparing the way for a new age? Whose voices are we listening 
to most closely? We may be inclined to value the voices of governors and emperors. In doing so, we 
run the risk of forgetting what God says about us. We must remember that our present circumstances 
are only temporary - that we have a right to deliverance, and that salvation is ours for the taking. 
Sin cannot be victorious. A new age is coming, and as we descend high-rises, board rooms, and ivory 
towers, we can hear those in the wilderness heralding our liberation.

ORDER OF WORSHIP (click here for a text version of the liturgy)

Call to worship 

Oh, Bethlehem Candle!
Oh, Candle of Peace!
Please, please burn.
In the Midwinter of our Spirits,
We beg you—
a candle, a star, a glimmer!
Instead of homes,
instead of hospitals,
Instead of trees,
Instead of lands,
instead of bodies—
please, please,
Candle of Peace,
let it be you ablaze!

Fan the flame of peace in our Inner Being,
that we may glow with your Ancient Love,
Fan the flame of peace in our Inner Being,
that we may kindle Hope in a weary world.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BOWF_myMzBEs0I5bp1SHYfXXeNrwfXoX6Op2scyzCaM/edit?usp=sharing


Opening Prayer

Today,
amidst the horrors of the warmachine,
amidst the violence and cruelty of the power-hungry—
who ignore the cries of the people,
who ignore the anger of the environment—
we honor our bone-deep longing for peace. 
We call our neighbor beloved.
We call the person across the ocean from us sibling. 
We know the parent seeking safety for their child might as well be us.
Because every child is the expression of Holy Love.
Because every child is our child.
This Advent, may we be guided by those who practice robust peace,
that is to say: Not just the absence of violence,
but the presence of justice. The presence of solidarity.
Oh, how we dream of a world where all beings sleep safely at night!
Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Invitation to Offering

Having loved enough and lost enough, I am no longer searching, just opening. No longer trying to make 
sense of pain, but trying to be a soft and sturdy home in which real things can land.

Inspired by the words of poet, Mark Nepo, and practicing peace with our lives—let us be soft and sturdy 
places for one another to land. We gather our offerings, that it may be so.

Prayer of Dedication

God who Opens, Soft and Sturdy One, One in Whom we Land In—bless our offerings to what is real: our 
care for one another, our sacred interdependence, the grief we feel, the breath we have in our lungs today, 
the hope we are tending for tomorrow. Amen.

Benediction

May we move gently and boldly through our lives,
protecting one another and tending robust peace.
Go forth warmed by the flame of the Holy Spirit,
Holy Love who lights our path.
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SERMON PREP

Questions:

•	 How does thinking of God as a child shift how you might approach collaboration with the divine? How 
would are faith communities look if we nurtured the divine with us as we would a child?

•	 What institutions has your faith tradition called you to question? What lines of questioning or inquiry have 
not been well recieved and why do you think that is? 

•	 What community functions have you allowed institutions to replace? How was this role filled before 
institutions and how can you reconnect with that part of your heritage? 

Application

This week’s sermon commentaries are written by Grey Oletsa (they/she).
 
Cosmic -As Christmas edges closer, I’m compelled by the idea of childbearing. Within the Bible, childbearing is 
signified as holy labor, a regular point of divine intervention. Millenia later and childbirth continues, not without 
its pain and scarring from harm. I understand that the world is far from the safe place that we long for it to be: 
a place where people with the capacity for birthing have autonomy over their bodies and skilled support for 
the unique journey that is being in these kinds of bodies. As I read Zechariah’s prophecy, I wonder about the 
idea of being born again from a feminist perspective. Often, the established idea has been that we are rebirthed 
in God when we come to Christ, but I wonder if we are ready for a new dawn, as Zechariah prophesies it, one 
where God can be rebirthed in and through us.

Without question, God longs to see the deliverance of Her people, and often inspires courage, love, and the 
pursuit of justice within them to deliver themselves and the collective from oppressive structures. Because 
of God’s greatness, the beauty of that which we found here when we were born and grew to know of Her 
presence since before history, it can be difficult to imagine a God who dwells within, gestating and stretching us 
in ways we could never imagine until it is time for Her to come forth. I find that in this way, there is a parallel 
to be found in John the Baptist’s life story.

John the Baptist is given a name that isn’t associated with anyone in his lineage. Signaling the start of a new 
family, his name points to a divine lineage, “God is gracious.” From before his birth, the spirit of God is said to 
dwell within him in a distinctive way, in a way that mirrors the existence of an embryo within a womb. Similar 
to a pregnant person, he abstains from strong drink. His preparation for ministry brings him to the barest of 
necessities, like a person in labor seeking fewer items of clothing, less light, simple surroundings. And thereafter, 
John prepares the way for Christ, like the parent of a newborn, delighting in their new family member, feeling 
and responding to the weight of this new responsibility. Yet still, navigating the grief of a life of isolation from 
the world, John follows a path of nurturing the call of the divine within his life. 

Many times, domination culture in its many forms–colonialism, patriarchy, transphobia, even Christian 
supremacy–says that the only approach we have to God is one where that god reigns over us, loyal soldiers at 
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that god’s command. But, if God’s mercy is demonstrated through collaboration with a child, and extended 
into becoming embodied as a child who would require care, love, nurturance and freedom, then surely 
this is a reality for people today longing to birth the nature of God, both within themselves and the world 
around them.

Structural - Booker T. Washington said, “Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one 
has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” Obstacles come 
to our advancements toward liberation through the tireless violence of the enemies mentioned in verses 
71 and 74. Zechariah, by the Spirit of God, paints the picture showing how the hands of these enemies 
have been instrumental in enabling and enacting the oppression and bondage of people. The effect of these 
enemies is coercion that guides people to worldviews that align themselves with fear, a disconnection from 
the divine, and corruption.

Unfortunately, the culture of these enemies is dishonest. It is not personified by any specific person or 
group of people, but readily co-opts identities for the furtherance of its aims. Seeking it out in specific 
people only allows this culture to burrow further under our radar. By following the effects to their source, 
the structures we are a part of or must be a part of for whatever reason, can be challenged as necessary. 

Within the insidious nature of this culture lies a blessing. June Jordan reminds us that we are the ones 
we’ve been waiting for. Where Zechariah probably imagined a liberation that would come from outside his 
community, John, full of a new capacity to imagine freedom, is born right in his home.  The overt channels of 
understanding have been co-opted, which is itself an oppression. Yet, this allows individual people and small 
collectives to become curious and more deeply aware of domination culture. When media, social attitudes, 
and institutions have been made into stages for domination culture to play out, all that is required is a mind 
open to questioning these norms. Questioning is accessible to everyone, though the awareness of this 
capacity can be heavily suppressed.

John is said to prepare the way of Christ. He performs this function by giving knowledge. Today, knowledge 
is made inaccessible by class structures, through inequality in access to quality education, through elaborate 
wording tailored for people in academia, and through the lack of material published from a diversity of 
perspectives, drowning out the voices of the marginalized. Even social media, which could have been 
(and sometimes can be) an avenue to a sort of equity in terms of access to knowledge, is censored as it 
leverages our brain chemistry to ensure a lack of longevity for curiosity.

The knowledge required to shift our structures towards fearlessness, the wholeness characterized by the 
adherence to truth, is brought about by engaging curiosity, growing our stamina for remembrance and 
imagination, and deepening our hope in community through conflict. When we are able, invited even, to 
question our institutions with the promise and commitment to aligned action, we can build the structures 
which will sustain us. With courage even when our questioning is met with hostility, we are encouraged 
to think of all the people who came before us who dared question and enact questioning as a way of 
liberation. We don’t grieve that we have asked questions because we understand that our questions have 
paved the possibility of a new way of being. And even when we clash, like the family wondering at John’s 
name, we can stand firm in our community, knowing we will share in the joy of our freedom together.
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Interpersonal - The naming of John is an act of defiance. It flouts tradition and places priority on the 
holy work that John is to do throughout the course of his life. Not only does his name point to the divine 
connection (grace) that John will experience with God, it also indicates an invitation into struggle. That is, the 
embrace of grace is one that inspires resistance on every level- global, community, and personal. By affirming 
this name for his son, Zechariah beckons us to engage in this practice. 

When things, experiences, institutions, and even people have already been named by oppressive structures, 
naming is an act of resistance. It can be noticed in the word “peacemaking,” a function of which John is to be 
a facilitator. 

“Peace” is rooted in the Latin word pacisci, which means “to agree.” However, peace in its modern form is 
comprehended as a passive or neutral state: tranquility (freedom from movement). “Making” has a number of 
interesting root-relations: magēnai, meaning “to knead” in Greek and mazati, meaning “to smear or anoint” in 
Old Slavic. Nowadays, “making” can be akin to creation, something brought into reality out of thin air without 
recognition of the maker’s connection to the work or their effort within that process. 

Peacemaking, connected to its roots, tells us a story: Agreement (in equitable situations) must be negotiated, 
many different perspectives informing a meeting point. Kneaded like bread, like muscle. Anointed like skin.

By reaffirming the names of our functions and our being, we reach back into the memory of grace. Many 
times, the testimony of oppressive naming lives in our bodies. Our bodies hold on to those old stories, the 
details constricting and shackling. I see it in the way I arrange my limbs when I feel like I have something to 
prove - some aspect of my humanity to reclaim as valid. In Erotic Defiance, Courtney Bryant points to the 
potent capacity of the erotic (which has been oppressively named as evil within Christianity) to reconnect 
Black women back to their divine lineage as vessels of God’s presence and activity. Within this and other 
similar retouching, revisiting, renaming revelations, we resource ourselves and one another for resistance.

When a function of community is co-opted or renamed into a passive experience facilitated by institutions 
interested in our dehumanization and destruction, remembering its roots - our roots - is a necessary way 
out and through. What liberatory functions of yours have been torn out of your embrace? What kneading has 
been outsourced to your detriment? What anointing has been turned into a gesture without skin touching, 
without a sacred space of community? How can you remember your roots? How can you find that new name 
which was always yours to begin with?

 
 
 

© 2024 enfleshed 



© 2024 enfleshed © 2024 enfleshed 

Words for inspiration:

Listen or check out the lyrics to “Strange Land” by Commissioned

Keep your finger on the pulse of the world

Arizona and North Dakota Voters Reject Efforts to Curb Direct Democracy

The Bipartisan Origins of the New Cold War

Niger hosts historic conference on the fight against neocolonialism in the Sahel

The Joys of Mushroom Foraging

Labelers training AI say they’re overworked, underpaid and exploited by big American tech companies

[enfleshed doesn’t necessarily affirm the opinion of each article but they are offered as thought 
partners]

Commentaries Author 

“Hailing from Nairobi, Kenya, Gracia Oletsa is a living work of art, or 
perhaps, at work in living art. Embracing the principles of creativity as 
work-in-progress and innovation as failing forward, Grey (they/she) uses 
writing as a primary form of connection and world-building. Writing is a 
North Star guiding them into community organizing and artist peer 
support. Through their work as a labor support specialist, they facilitate 
spaces where birth can be a site of liberative collaboration between 
body, mind, spirit, and environment. Grey is part mysterious cryptid, so 
feel free to catch them outside if you dare; she loves laughter, food you 
can eat with your fingers, and purchasing art supplies that will taunt her 
until they’re put to good use.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDL46pMa6Qs
https://genius.com/Commissioned-strange-land-lyrics
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/arizona-and-north-dakota-voters-reject-efforts-curb-direct-democracy
https://jacobin.com/2024/11/bipartisan-new-cold-war-us-china
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2024/11/18/niger-hosts-historic-conference-on-the-fight-against-neocolonialism-in-the-sahel/
https://www.currentaffairs.org/news/the-joys-of-mushroom-foraging
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/labelers-training-ai-say-theyre-overworked-underpaid-and-exploited-60-minutes-transcript/?ftag=CNM-00-10aab7d&linkId=666702236
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Liturgy Author 
 

Rev. Molly Bolton (she/they) is a spiritual director, hospital chaplain, and 
poet who lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina with her 
partner, baby, and a tuxedo cat. She engages poetry as a tool for liberative 
spiritual care in clinical, ecclesiastical, and community settings. Molly holds 
a Master of Divinity from Wake Forest School of Divinity and a Diploma 
in the Art of Spiritual Direction from San Francisco Theological Seminary. 
She was trained as a chaplain at Cleveland Clinic and is ordained in the 
United Church of Christ.
Hikes with stream crossings, feminist romance novels, and porch-sits with 
beloveds are a few of their favorite things. Find them at revmollybolton.
com and on insta @mjbolton.

Editor 
 
Casey Overton (she/they) is the editor of “Liturgy that Matters”. 

Copyright 
 
A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materi-

als for worship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders 

the well-being of enfleshed and its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  

Please ensure attribution to “enfleshed” is included somewhere on your worship materials, screen, or verbally when 

enfleshed liturgies are used. If any changes are made to the liturgy, [adapted by ____] should be included in the attri-

bution. No further permissions are needed to livestream worship using these resources. 

Email info@enfleshed.com with any further questions.


